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EASTER SUNDAY

“Jesus takes the Resistance beyond prophecy, beyond songs of hope and 
lamentation, beyond satire and mockery, and beyond apocalyptic visions to 
declare the inauguration of a new kingdom. With his birth, teachings, death, 
and resurrection, Jesus has started a revolution. It just doesn’t look the way 
anyone expects.” — Rachel Held Evans

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOOD NEWS
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!

RESTORING THE ALLELUIA

CELEBRATION HYMN SOLO     “ Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” #216

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

A TIME FOR ALL AGES  The Easter Chant
Jump for joy,
Big surprise!
I just can’t believe my eyes!
Jesus Christ
Lives again
Alleluia and Amen!

Jump for joy,
Sing and shout
Clap your hands, the news is out!
Jesus Christ
Lives again 
Alleluia and Amen!

Jump for joy,
Easter Day!
That big stone got rolled away!
Jesus Christ
Lives again
Alleluia and Amen! 

HOPE FROM THE PROPHETS  Isaiah 25:6-9
6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 
food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food fi lled with marrow, of well-aged 
wines strained clear.
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7 And he will destroy on this mountain  the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
  the sheet that is spread over all nations;

8  he will swallow up death forever.  Then the Lord God will wipe away the 
tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all 
the earth,  for the Lord has spoken.

9 It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so 
that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be 
glad and rejoice in his salvation.

ORGAN RESPONSE       

THE GOOD NEWS  Mark 16:1-8
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 
2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, 
they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, “Who will 
roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they 
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already 
been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, 
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 
6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, 
there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that 
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 
you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement 
had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

MESSAGE Good news! It’s up to you. 

ORDER FOR THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

INTRODUCTION  

QUESTION OF THE PARENTS  

QUESTIONS FOR THE PARENTS AND SPONSORS

CONGREGATIONAL ASSENT 
Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, 
support, and care to Kellen as he lives and grows in Christ?

We promise our love, support, and care.

ACT OF BAPTISM  
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PRESENTATION AND HYMN OF PROMISE 
 “I was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” vs. 1 #75 

I was there to hear your borning cry.
I’ll be there when you are old.

I rejoiced the day you were baptized,
to see your life unfold.

BENEDICTION

ORGAN RESPONSE 

MISSION MOMENT      Haven  

BLESSING OUR GIFTS

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
At Saint Stephens UCC, we celebrate an “open table”, welcoming all to partake, inviting all to 
receive, believing it is Jesus who is the host, and Jesus never turned anyone away, so neither do 
we. Please use the fellowship cup and wafer you picked up from the church or use any bread/
cracker and wine/juice you have available.  The Holy Spirit is present with you no matter how 

you partake.

COMMUNION PRAYER

COMMUNION HYMN         “Let us Talents and Tongues Employ”  #422

Verse 1:
Let us talents and tongues employ. Reaching out with a shout of joy.

Bread is broken, the wine is poured. Christ is spoken and seen and heard.
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again.  Pass the Word around: loaves 

abound!

Verse 2:
Christ is able to make us one. At the table he sets the tone.

Teaching people to live to bless. Love in word and in deed express.
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again.  Pass the Word around: loaves 

abound!

Verse 3:
Jesus calls us in, sends us out, bearing fruit in a world of doubt.

Gives us love to tell, bread to share. God (Immanuel) everywhere!
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again.  Pass the Word around: loaves 

abound!

Words:  Fred Kaan, 1975
Music:  Jamaican fold melody, adapt. Doreen Potter, 1975
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER

INSTITUTION
CONSECRATION

SHARING THE ELEMENTS

THANKSGIVING

CLOSING HYMN    “Christ Is Risen!  Shout Hosanna!” #222 

Verse 1:
Christ is risen!  Shout hosanna! Celebrate this day of days.

Christ is risen! Hush in wonder. All creation is amazed.
In the desert all surrounding, see a spreading tree has grown.

Healing leaves of grace abounding, bring a taste of love unknown.

Verse 2:
Christ is risen!  Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair.

Walk with gladness in the morning. See what love can do and dare.
Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend.

Jesus is our strong companion. Joy and peace shall never end.

 Verse 3:
Christ is risen! Earth and heaven never more shall be the same.
Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain.
Tell its grim, demonic chorus: “Christ is risen! Get you gone!”

God the first and last is with us. Sing Hosanna everyone!

Words:  Brian Wren, 1984
Music:  Polish carol: arr. Edith M.G. Reed, 1926
Reprinted with permission through CCLI License #11372458; Streaming License #20775969

BENEDICTION

RESPONSE                              Peace to You

Peace to you and to your family.
Though many trials of faith lie in store,

Taught by God to love one another, 
Go now, peace evermore.

After repeat: (Go now, peace evermore.)
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Copyright Liscense - 11372458
Streaming Liscense - 0775969

POSTLUDE

THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Jim Bjorklund.

Liturgist is Chris Stevenson.

Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of my husband, Arlo Berndt, and my 
children, Scott and Lisa from Eunice Berndt.

Radio Technical Director: Mike Moellendorf

Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack 

REMINDER:  As of April 11, 2021, we will be meeting for in-person worship 
once again.  There will be two services provided to allow for social distancing 
(9 AM and 11 AM) and masks will be mandatory.  We anticipate having 70 as 
the limit for each service and ask that you sign up on the website or by calling 
the church offi ce for the time you want to attend. Hope to see you soon! 
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TAKING THE LESSONS HOME

Lent is 40 days (remember, Sundays are all “little Easters,” so they don’t 
count in Lent).  Easter is 49 days and then we celebrate Pentecost.  The 
church reminds us that the joy of Easter will last longer than the length 
of whatever season of searching and doubt we may ever have.

Remind your children that Easter is a season, not just a day.  Plan a 
different Easter activity for every Sunday of Eastertide.  Paint small rocks 
with words of hope and encouragement and leave them on someone’s 
doorstep; put together an “Easter basket” of chocolates, tea, coffee, 
maybe some body lotion and leave the basket on an elderly neighbor’s 
doorstep; make cards for encouragement and send them to everyone 
on our prayer list; come by the church and use sidewalk chalk to draw 
pictures of flowers and words of welcome on the sidewalk; pick up 
the sticks in a neighbor’s yard and leave a pile of the twigs for birds 
to use in building their nests. There are a lot of things you can do to 
celebrate hope, new life, and new purpose throughout these 49 days.  

Good Shepherd Sunday is the 4th Sunday of Easter.  Try getting some 
yarn and some crochet hooks and ask someone who knows how to 
crochet to teach you a simple pattern.  Crochet some trivets for hot 
pans and give them to neighbors on Good Shepherd Sunday or bring 
them to church to hand out.  (You can learn to crochet from a YouTube 
video as well).

Just as you worked to grow your spiritual practices during Lent, let 
your joy grow during Easter.

Happy Easter and the whole Easter season!
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