
NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE’S JOURNEY,
YOU’RE WELCOME HERE!

APRIL 18, 2021  |  9:00 & 11:00 am  | THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Parker Palmer, 21st century     

“The moments when we meet and reckon with contradictions are turning 
points where we either enter or evade the mystery of God.”

  

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

GREETING AND COLLECT

+CELEBRATION HYMN SOLO          “Beautiful Savior” 
Red UCC Hymnal #141

1.  Beautiful Savior, King of creation.
Son of God and Son of man!

Truly I’d love thee, Truly I’d serve thee
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

2.  Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands.
Robed in fl ow’rs of blooming spring.

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer.
He makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

3.  Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight.
Bright the sparkling star on high.

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels in the sky.

4.  Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations.
Son of God and Son of man!

Glory and honor, Praise, adoration.
Now and forevermore be thine.

LESSON FROM THE EARLY CHURCH  Acts 3:12-19
12 When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you 
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or 
piety we had made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorifi ed his servant Jesus, 
whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had 
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decided to release him. 14 But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and 
asked to have a murderer given to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, 
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And by faith 
in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and 
know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in 
the presence of all of you.

17 “And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did 
also your rulers. 18 In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold 
through all the prophets, that his Messiah[e] would suffer. 19 Repent 
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

RESPONSE  Psalm 4

1 Answer me when I call, O God of my right!

    You gave me room when I was in distress.

    Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer.

2 How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame?

    How long will you love vain words, and seek after lies? 

3 But know that the Lord has set apart the faithful for himself;

    the Lord hears when I call to him.

4 When you are disturbed, do not sin;

    ponder it on your beds, and be silent.

5 Offer right sacrifices,

    and put your trust in the Lord.

6 There are many who say, “O that we might see some good!

    Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord!”

7 You have put gladness in my heart

    more than when their grain and wine abound.

8 I will both lie down and sleep in peace;

    for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety.

A TIME FOR ALL AGES (2nd service only; if children are present)

ORGAN RESPONSE
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THE GOOD NEWS  Luke 24:36-48
36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and 
said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37 They were startled and terrified, and 
thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you 
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at my hands and 
my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh 
and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his feet. 41 While in their joy they were disbelieving and 
still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They 
gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in their presence.

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds 
to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that 
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to 
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.

MESSAGE Faithful Doubt, Fierce Witness 

HYMN SOLO “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” #229

1.  That Easter day with joy was bright.
The sun shone out with fairer light.

When to their longing eyes restored.
The glad apostles saw their Lord.

2.  His risen flesh with radiance glowed.
His wounded hands and feet he showed.

Those scars their solemn witness gave.
That Christ was risen from the grave.

3.  O Jesus, strong in gentleness.
Come now yourself our hearts possess.

That we may give you all our days.
The tribute of our grateful praise.

4.  Come, risen Christ, with us abide.
In this our joyful Eastertide.

Your own redeemed for ever shield.
From ev’ry weapon death can wield.

Words:  Latin hymn 5th century; tr. .John Mason Neale, 1852, alt.
Music:  adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1609
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PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER

MISSION MOMENT        Haven

CALL TO THE OFFERING  

BLESSING OUR GIFTS

CLOSING HYMN    “For the Beauty of the Earth” #56

        1.  For the beauty of the earth. For the glory of the skies.
 For the love which from our birth, over and around us lies.
 Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

2.  For the beauty of each hour, of the day and of the night.
Hill and vale and tree and flower. Sun and moon and stars of light.

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

3.  For the joy of ear and eye. For the heart and mind’s delight.
For the mystic harmony, linking sense to sound and sight.

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

4.  For the joy of human love. Brother, sister, parent, child.
Friends on earth and friends above. For all gentle thoughts and mild.

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

5.  For thy church that evermore, lifteth holy hands above.
Offering up on every shore, one pure sacrifice of love.

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

Words: Folliot S. Pierpoint, 1864

Music: Conrad Kocher, 1838; arr. William Henry Monk, 1861

BENEDICTION

RESPONSE                              Peace to You

Peace to you and to your family.
Though many trials of faith lie in store,

Taught by God to love one another, 
Go now, peace evermore.

After repeat: (Go now, peace evermore.)

POSTLUDE

**Please remain seated until the ushers dismiss your row and please 
respect the 6 foot distance to keep one another a bit safer as you exit.
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Copyright Liscense - 11372458
Streaming Liscense - 0775969

THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Jim Bjorklund.

Liturgist is Chris Stevenson.

Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of Reverend Dale Kuck, from the 
Ushers Club.

Radio Technical Director: Mike Moellendorf

Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack 

Coming up!  6 Week Adult Bible 
Study

5:30 - 6:30 PM Wednesday 
evenings beginning April 21 in 

Kuck Lounge
Please sign up on the website. Books will be 
available at the church offi ce for everyone.  If 
you wish to reimburse the church for the cost 
of the book, they are $8 each.  Couples are 

invited to share if they’d like.

There will be a Zoom option for those who 
wish to join the conversation but not yet in 

person.  Email Pastor Mike for the Zoom link.
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TAKING THE LESSONS HOME

This coming Thursday, April 22, is Earth Day.  Through the UCC, 
we have declared ourselves to have Three Great Loves born of 
our faith: love of children, love of neighbor and love of creation.

Our creation is threatened.  Ice shelves and glaciers are melting.  Our 
military is preparing operational plans for the very real likelihood of 
wars over water supplies and sources around the world, as well as 
evacuations of island nations and the relocation of the refugees from 
those nations. Conservative and Progressive Christians alike, Jewish, 
Muslim and other faiths are joining us in our witness to the sin of ignoring 
our God given responsibility to be stewards of God’s good earth.

This week walk around your house, apartment, yard and 
neighborhood with your children.  Look for ways you can all be 
better stewards of resources as a family.  Talk with your children 
about energy conservation, recycling and other green topics. Our 
children sometimes have more ideas than we do because they have 
been listening at school and on their social media connections.

The enormity of the problem can be overwhelming and the cacophony 
of those calling for changes can make it seem like it is all or nothing.  
Such thinking becomes paralyzing.

Try listing 3 things your family can do this summer to be better stewards 
of creation and then start working toward them.  

Planting a garden, planting butterfly and bee friendly plants, using 
natural bug repellants rather than toxic chemicals, starting a compost 
pile or bin—check out Earth Day resources for more ideas but focus 
on just 3.  Make those 3 into new habits and then next year do the 
same with 3 more.

We will be planting the church vegetable garden and butterfly garden 
in back of the church offices in early June.  By mid-August, we hope to 
either have produce available in the church on Sundays for a donation 
to the Green Team or the fattest bunnies in Merrill hopping aroundthe 
church.

Most important: Let us know what ideas you and your children come 
up with.  We will share them in future Interpreters and on the church 
Facebook page.
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