
NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE’S JOURNEY,
YOU’RE WELCOME HERE!

APRIL 11, 2021  |  9:00 & 11:00 am  | second sunday of easter

Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ

          An Apostle by Jacob Jordaens, 1593-1678

Doubt isn’t the opposite of faith: it is an element of faith.
                            - Paul Tillich



2

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because 
I see it, but because by it I see everything else.”

 — C.S. Lewis, 20th century

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CELEBRATION HYMN SOLO          “Morning Has Broken” #53

Verse 1:
Morning has broken, like the fi rst morning.

Blackbird has spoken, like the fi rst bird.
Praise for the singing!  Praise for the morning!

Praise for them, springing, fresh from the Word!

Verse 2:
Sweet the rain’s new fall, sunlit from heaven.

Like the fi rst drew fall, on the fi rst grass.
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden.

Sprung in completeness, where God’s feet pass.

Verse 3:
Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning.

Born of the one light, Eden saw play.
Praise with elation!  Praise every morning!

God’s recreation, of the new day!

Words:  Eleanor Farjeon, 1931
Music:  Gaelic melody; arr. Dale Grotenhuis, 1985

LESSON FROM THE EARLY CHURCH  Acts 4:32-35
32 Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, 
and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything 
they owned was held in common. 33 With great power the apostles gave their 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35 They 
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
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A TIME FOR ALL AGES.   (2nd service only, if children are present) 

ORGAN RESPONSE       

THE GOOD NEWS  John 20:19-31
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 
of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he 
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins 
of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put 
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that 
you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

MESSAGE Sometimes, to Doubt is to Love 

HYMN SOLO “The Strife is O’er” #221 

PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER

MISSION MOMENT                        Haven 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
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CLOSING HYMN    “Joy Dawned Again on Easter Day” NCH#241

Verse 1:
Joy dawned again on Easter Day.

The sun shone out with bright array.
For when the Apostles hid in fear,

the Risen Christ to them appeared.

Verse 2:
O Jesus, Savior, Gentle One.

Come take our hearts to be your own.
That we may have you all our days,

the willing tribute of our praise.

 Verse 3:
O Sovereign One, with us abide

In this, our joyful Eastertide.
From every weapon death can wield,
Your own redeemed forever shield.

Latin, c. 5th century
Transl. John Mason Neale, 1851; alt.
Tune: Puer Nobis Nascitur L.M.
Both Public Domain

BENEDICTION
We go out from this place trusting that God walks with us.
We go out from this place knowing that we walk in the light.
We go out from this place shining with the good news that Christ is risen.
We are new people who love our neighbors, share God’s abundance, and 
care for God’s creation.
Go in peace to proclaim the Good News!
Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia!

RESPONSE                              Peace to You

Peace to you and to your family.
Though many trials of faith lie in store,

Taught by God to love one another, 
Go now, peace evermore.

After repeat: (Go now, peace evermore.)

POSTLUDE
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Please remain seated until the ushers dismiss your row and please 
respect the 6 foot distance to keep one another a bit more safe as 
you exit.  Thank you.

THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Jim Bjorklund.

Liturgist is Chris Stevenson.

Radio Ministry is sponsored in appreciation of the radio broadcast I have 
been listening to in the last year.  Thank you!  --Maralee Moellendorf

Radio Technical Director: Mike Moellendorf

Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack 

TAKING THE LESSONS HOME

Is there joy in your life together as a family?  Do you take the time to 
help your children celebrate the joy in life?

This week try getting into the habit of finding the silly things that 
happened during the day.  At dinner—or another time you are 
together as a family—ask each person to share something that made 
them laugh that day.

You may find teaching moments in talking about how a person might 
have felt if people were laughing at them—a chance to talk about 
empathy, compassion and kindness.

You will also find opportunities to talk about joy, laughing at 
ourselves and the differences between people in the ways we handle 
frustrating or embarrassing situations.  Laughter helps us keep things 
in perspective and shake off some of those embarrassing moments 
without letting them ruin our day.

At the end of the discussion, say a prayer thanking God for the gift 
of laughter—and any other gifts or memories that came up in the 
conversation.  This prayer can be a sort of grace after dinner—another 
way the resurrection flips our expectations. 
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HAVEN, Inc. serves people who have been impacted by interpersonal 
abuse and violence, including domestic and dating abuse, child 
abuse, elder abuse, sexual abuse and assault, and human traffi cking. 
We provide a 24 hour phone line, advocacy, peer counseling, 
information and referrals, temporary shelter when needed, 
support groups, and prevention education.  Advocacy is always 
individualized to the needs of each client.  The areas that clients 
and advocates can work on together include such things as safety 
planning; navigating legal processes; fi nding employment, child care, 
and housing; working on budgeting and fi nancial concerns; seeking 
medical and/or mental health care; connecting with community 
resources; pursuing educational opportunities; and seeking 
any types of available services that meet our clients’ needs.   For 
more information, or if you need help, please call 715-536-1300. 
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Coming up!  6 Week Adult Bible 
Study

5:30 - 6:30 PM Wednesday 
evenings beginning April 21 in 

Kuck Lounge
Please sign up on the website. Books will be 
available at the church offi ce for everyone.  If 
you wish to reimburse the church for the cost 
of the book, they are $8 each.  Couples are 

invited to share if they’d like.

There will be a Zoom option for those who 
wish to join the conversation but not yet in 

person.  Email Pastor Mike for the Zoom link.

, 11 AM
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