
NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE’S JOURNEY,
YOU’RE WELCOME HERE!

OCTOBER 17, 2021  |  9:00 AM  |  TWENTY-FIRST sunday after pentecost
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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Please respect each person’s decision regarding use of a mask and, masked 
or unmasked, please continue to stay a loving 6 feet or more apart from those 
with whom you do not live or work.  

We will continue to remain seated while singing but we will sing. 

Be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind. 3 Do nothing from selfi sh ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. (Philippians 2:2b-6, NRSV)

Rob Bell, 21st century   “The moment God is fi gured out with nice neat lines 
and defi nitions, we are no longer dealing with God.”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

GREETING AND VERSICLE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Alleluia!  Blessed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Alleluia!  

CALL TO WORSHIP
Bless God, O my soul.
   O God my God, you are very great.
Bless God, O my soul.
   O God my God, you are very great.

You are clothed with honor and majesty,
   wrapped in light as with a garment.
You stretch out the heavens 
   like a tent,
you set the beams of your chambers
   on the waters,
you make the clouds your chariot,
   you ride on the wings of the wind,
you make the winds your messengers,
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   fire and flame your ministers.
Bless God, O my soul.
   O God my God, you are very great.

You set the earth on its foundations,
   so that it shall never be shaken.
You cover it with the deep
   as with a garment;
the waters stood above the mountains.
Bless God, O my soul.
   O God my God, you are very great.

At your rebuke they flee;
   at the sound of your thunder 
they take to flight.
They rose up to the mountains;
   they ran down to the valleys
to the place that you appointed for them.
Bless God, O my soul.
   O God my God, you are very great.

You set a boundary that they may not pass,
   so that they might not again cover the earth.
O God, how manifold are your works!
  In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
Bless God, O my soul.
   O God my God, you are very great.
Bless God, O my soul.
  Praise be to God!

CELEBRATION HYMN         “There is a Balm in Gilead” #501

LESSON FROM FIRST TESTAMENT  Job 38:1-7, 34-41
Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind:

2 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 3 Gird up 
your loins like a man, I will question you, and you shall declare to me.

4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you 
have understanding. 5 Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 
Or who stretched the line upon it? 6 On what were its bases sunk,
or who laid its cornerstone 7 when the morning stars sang together and all 
the heavenly beings shouted for joy?
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34 “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, so that a flood of waters may 
cover you? 35 Can you send forth lightnings, so that they may go and say to 
you, ‘Here we are’? 36 Who has put wisdom in the inward parts, or given 
understanding to the mind? 37 Who has the wisdom to number the clouds?
Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens, 38 when the dust runs into a 
mass and the clods cling together?

39 “Can you hunt the prey for the lion, or satisfy the appetite of the young 
lions, 40 when they crouch in their dens, or lie in wait in their covert? 41 Who 
provides for the raven its prey, when its young ones cry to God, and wander 
about for lack of food?

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES

ORGAN RESPONSE

THE GOOD NEWS  Mark 10:35-45
35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to 
him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And 
he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said 
to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 
glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. 
Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with?” 39 They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to 
them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which 
I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my 
left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

41 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42 

So Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles 
those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great 
ones are tyrants over them. 43 But it is not so among you; but whoever 
wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever 
wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

MESSAGE It’s Probably Not What You Think

HYMN SOLO “There is A Hope”
Stuart Townend & Mark Edwards Copyright © 2007 Thankyou Music

INTERCESSORY PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER

MISSION MOMENT            Stewardship Moment Bill Weber

CALL TO THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING       Halle-halle-halleluja #41
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PRAYER TO DEDICATE THE GIFTS
Loving God, father and mother of us all, may this offering assist us in 
continuing Christ’s work in the world to heal the grief, transgressions, and 
illnesses that oppress and harm your creation and your beloved people. 
Amen.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Lord of the Dance”

I danced in the morning when the world was begun
And I danced in the Moon & the Stars & the Sun
And I came down from Heaven & I danced on  the Earth
At Bethlehem I had my birth:
Refrain

REFRAIN:
Dance then, wherever you may be
I am the Lord of the Dance, said He!
And I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be
And I’ll lead you all in the Dance, said He!

I danced for the scribe & the Pharisee
But they would not dance & they would not follow me
I danced for the fishermen, for James & John
They came to me & the Dance went on:
Refrain

I danced on the Sabbath when I cured the lame
The holy people said it was a shame!
They whipped & they stripped & they hung me high
And they left me there on a cross to die!
Refrain

I danced on a Friday and the sky turned black
It’s hard to dance with the devil on your back
They buried my body & they thought I’d gone
But I am the Dance & I still go on!
Refrain

They cut me down and I leapt up high
I am the Life that’ll never, never die!
I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me -
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he!
Refrain

Words: Sydney Carter, 1963
Music: 19th century Shaker tune; adapt. Sydney Carter, 1963
© 1963, 1989 Galliard, Ltd.
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BENEDICTION 
…In so doing, the blessing of God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit will rest 
on you this day and ever more.
Amen. 
Go in peace.  Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION RESPONSE
Peace to you and to your fam’ ly

Though ma-ny tri-als of faith lie in store
Taught by God to love one an-oth-er

Go now, peace ev-er-more.

POSTLUDE

THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Jim Bjorklund.

Coffee Fellowship is sponsored by the Saint Stephens Church Council.

Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of Elmer Fredrick who has been in 
heaven 26 years today, from Phyllis Fredrick.

Liturgist: Chris Stevenson

Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack

Radio Technical Director: Mike Moellendorf

**Confirmation Classes meet tonight at 5:00 PM
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TAKING THE LESSONS HOME

In church, we pray and sing with one voice, we speak in plural terms 
and hardly ever use the words “I” or “mine” in worship.  Point this out 
to your children this week.

Highlight the “our” in Our Father and “give us this day our daily 
bread.”  Listen for the other communal plurals in worship, “Lord, hear 
our prayers.”  

Try using this fi rst person plural language in prayers at home.  Help 
your children to see themselves as important members of a larger 
group: the family, the church and society.  In times of diffi culty it will 
become more natural for them to rely on people around them to help 
them fi gure out solutions.  The understanding that we are all in this 
together can lead to changes that serve all our best interests.
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