
NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE’S JOURNEY,
YOU’RE WELCOME HERE!

OCTOBER 10, 2021  |  9:00 AM  |  TWENTIETH sunday after pentecost
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Please respect each person’s decision regarding use of a mask and, masked 
or unmasked, please continue to stay a loving 6 feet or more apart from those 
with whom you do not live or work.  

We will continue to remain seated while singing but we will sing. 

Be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind. 3 Do nothing from selfi sh ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. (Philippians 2:2b-6, NRSV)

Rumi, 13th century
“The wound is the place where the Light enters you.”  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

GREETING AND VERSICLE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Alleluia!  Blessed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Alleluia!  

CALL TO WORSHIP
So teach us to count our days
   that we may gain a wise heart.
Turn, O God! How long?
   Have compassion on your servants!

Satisfy us in the morning
   with your steadfast love,
so that we may rejoice
   and be glad all our days.

Make us glad for as many days
   as you have affl icted us,
and for as many years
   as we have seen evil.
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Let your work be manifest
   to your servants,
and your glorious power
   to their children.

Satisfy us in the morning
   with your steadfast love,
so that we may rejoice
   and be glad all our days.

Let the favor of the Lord our God
   be upon us,
and prosper for us the work of our hands —
   O prosper the work of our hands!

CELEBRATION HYMN         “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” #66 

LESSON FROM THE EARLY CHURCH     Hebrews 4:12-16
12 Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from 
marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
13 And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid 
bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.

14 Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15 For we 
do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet 
without sin. 16 Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, 
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES

ORGAN RESPONSE

THE GOOD NEWS  Mark 10:17-31
17 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, 
and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 Jesus 
said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19 

You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not 
defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” 20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have 
kept all these since my youth.” 21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, 
“You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22 When he heard 
this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.
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23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will 
be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the 
disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, 
“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of God.” 26 They were greatly astounded and said to one 
another, “Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “For 
mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”

28 Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and 
followed you.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has 
left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, 
for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30 who will not receive a 
hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and 
children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal 
life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”

MESSAGE A Challenging Love

ORDER FOR THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

INTRODUCTION  

QUESTIONS FOR THE PARENTS AND SPONSORS

CONGREGATIONAL ASSENT
I now ask the congregation:  Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all 
nations and to offer them the gift of grace in baptism. Do you, who witness 
and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, support, and care to Braylee 
as she lives and grows in Christ?      

We promise our love, support, and care.

PRAYER OVER THE WATER  

ACT OF BAPTISM

HYMN SOLO “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” #75

PRAYER FOR THE BAPTIZED   

PRESENTATION

BENEDICTION

INTERCESSORY PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER

MISSION MOMENT       October Mission:  Neighbors In Need

CALL TO THE OFFERING
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PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING       Halle-halle-halleluja #41

PRAYER TO DEDICATE THE GIFTS
God of all creation, breathe your life-giving breath upon these gifts that they 
might be a blessing to all flesh.  So be it!   Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” #606

BENEDICTION  
…And the blessing of God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit rest on you this 
day and ever more.
Amen. 
Go in peace.  Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION RESPONSE
Peace to you and to your fam’ ly

Though ma-ny tri-als of faith lie in store
Taught by God to love one an-oth-er

Go now, peace ev-er-more.

POSTLUDE
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THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Terry Krueger.

Flowers on the altar are in memory of Phyllis Oestreich for her birthday, 
from her family.

Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of Marvin & Verna Koehler on their 
wedding anniversary, from Kathryn & Richard Vandre.

Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack

Radio Technical Director: Mike Moellendorf

Join us for Messy Church 
and a meal tonight!

 4 to 6 PM

Copyright Liscense - 11372458

Streaming Liscense - 0775969
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TAKING THE LESSONS HOME

Today’s gospel can inspire children—and all of us—to sacrificial 
giving.  In past years, we might have asked children to choose a toy of 
their own to give to a homeless shelter for the children staying there.  
With Covid-19 restrictions, many shelters are no longer taking used 
items.

Here are some ideas for helping children to learn “sacrificial giving” 
and to value the time and gifts of their parents at the same time:

»  Choose a chore they can do for which you will donate  
 money, on their behalf, to a charity your child would like  
 to  support. (Food for Kids, Disaster Relief, HAVEN or some  
 other local or church affiliated ministry)

»  Help clean up the sanctuary after Sunday School, wear  
 gloves  and pick up the discarded bulletins, replace the  
 hymnals in the racks, etc.

» Have a jar in which to put in change when they order a  
 “small”  instead of a “medium” or larger fast food meal,  
 ice  cream cone, etc. (the smaller portion is healthier for  
 us  anyhow).  Skip the extra topping on the pizza and put the  
 $1.50 into the jar. When the jar gets full, choose a charity or  
 ministry you want to donate it to or wait for the next “noisy  
 offering” at church and donate to that.  

Please let us know if you do any of these things or have another idea.  
We would like to feature you and your child (anonymously if you 
like) in a church Facebook post to inspire others to explore ways of 
“sacrificial giving.”
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903 East 2nd Street, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452715.536.7322 ststephensucc.net

Join us on October 16 @ 6:30 PM
Living River Quartet

Sponsored By: 
Stan & Debbie Seeger


