
THE INTERPRETER 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-3:30 & Fri 8-1 
After Labor Day: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 & Fri 8-3:30 
Ministers: The Congregation 
Minister to the Ministers: 
Rev. Michael Southcombe, Senior Pastor 

                       
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are looking for 10 or more cars to participate in Saint Stephens first Trunk or Treat on 

Halloween night! Who can decorate the best trunk of them all? 
 

Please call the office to sign up! This is sure to be the most brilliant, spooktacular event of the 
season! Tell your friends! 

Saint Stephens UCC 
903 E. 2nd St. 

Merrill, WI. 54452 
 

715-536-7322 
 

Emergency 
Pastoral Care Needs 

715-575-3191 
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  No matter who you are . . . 
. . . or where you are on life’s 

journey, YOU are welcome here. 
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Throughout our faith journey, we receive several invitations. From the invitation 
to make our confession of faith to the invitation to care for a sick neighbor, to 
the invitation to bring food to the next church event, to the invitation to Christ’s 
Table, our life in a community of faith is full of invitations.  

During this Autumn, and really throughout the year, our church 
community is going to be intentional about how we respond to the variety of 
invitations we receive and how those invitations spur us along in our faith 
development. In particular, we will focus on what it means to gather at the 

sacred table, and how being welcome there calls us to become agents of grace. 
Jesus invites us to bring all that we are and all that we have when we become a follower, a 

disciple of Christ. It is a journey that is meant both to form us more into the image of Christ through the 
disciplines of study, worship, prayer, service, and generosity; as well as to strengthen us in becoming 
powerful agents for the good that God is doing in our world. 

When we make an intentional decision about what we bring before Christ, we extend a blessing 
of health and wholeness to all of creation, because we are certain that this is ultimately what God 
desires. The world is broken and hurting, and we are called to be a movement for wholeness among 
its many fractured pieces.  

Our faithful financial stewardship is one way we are invited to respond to Christ’s invitation. Our 
generosity funds the mission and ministry that we see every day at St. Stephens and each walker or 
wheelchair loaned out to someone, each Monday night meal, each group of packers for Food 4 Kids, 
the choir, our Sunday School teachers, the prayer shawls, each funeral, wedding, and baptism is a 
glimpse of the love and grace of God taking hold in our community and world. On October 16, we will 
begin an intentional reflection titled From Bread and Cup to Faith as a preparation for determining our 
investment in the ministry and mission of St. Stephens UCC. The time of study and reflection will 
culminate on Commitment Sunday as part of worship on November 13 when we will also kick off the 
celebration of our 140th year of mission and ministry in Merrill. I hope you will be intentional about 
responding to this important invitation to be us, not simply to offer your commitment card, but to join us 
for the special coffee fellowship celebration following worship.  

The commitment card will be in the November Interpreter.  Meanwhile, in church, we have some 
posters we are asking you to fill out.   

We will be asking everyone to fill in a little poster, “I (your name) 
support the work and ministry of St. Stephens UCC because (write one of 
the reasons you contribute to the church).”  We will put those small posters 
up on the bulletin board and the walls of the lobby to celebrate all the 
reasons all of you support the work we do together at and through St. 
Stephens UCC. 

I have found that we inspire each other to greater generosity as we 
share why we support the church.  For the next 6 weeks, we will be asking 

people to share with us what most inspires them about St. Stephens.  With these posters, let us 
celebrate the generosity of this congregation and aspire to greater generosity in the future. 

God has done and continues to do remarkable things through us and with us – things that matter 
in our community! Your prayers and your participation are keys to helping us advance further on the 
pathway of discipleship. We know that when the early church gathered to break bread and share with 
one another, they did so with glad and generous hearts and that there was no need among them (Acts 
2). We desire such a spirit of true community to be among us, motivated by the grace we receive at the 
Table. 

Thank you for walking alongside me as a part of St. Stephens UCC. 
      Grace and Peace, 
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October 12 – Middle School Youth Group 5PM 

 High School Youth Group 6 PM 
October 16 – Youth Group Pool Party 3-5 PM 
October 17 – Green Team Meeting 6 PM 
October 18 – Ushers Meeting 6:30 PM 
October 22 – YG Prep for Soups On 1-3 PM 
October 23 – Youth Group “Soups On”  

 Fundraiser (see article) 
October 26 – Confirmation Class 6 - 7:30 PM 
October 30 – Noisy Offering/Totenfest 
October 31 – Trunk or Treat 4 – 7 PM  
 
Choir meets every Wednesday at 6:30 PM.  
Chime Choir meets every Thursday at 6 PM. 
 

 
October Green Team 

Tip: 
Furnace Inspections 

 
When living in Central Wisconsin, we know 
Winter is right around the corner and when it 
comes, it’s here to stay for several months. This 
means your furnace may be running for 5-7 
months. October is a great time to give your 
furnace a little “TLC.” A furnace inspection can 
consist of general cleaning and combustion and 
efficiency tests. They can warn you of any 
maintenance needs to prevent a small problem 
from becoming a larger one in the future. No one 
wants furnace problems in the dead of winter! 
Plus, dust and grime can build up in fans, 
blowers, and filters. A good cleaning can make 
your furnace run more efficiently. Better 
efficiency equals a lower heating bill. Call your 
favorite Heating and Cooling company today to 
schedule your inspection and be ready for 
winter!  

October Radio Broadcasts 
are sponsored by: 

October 2:  In honor of our 65th wedding 
anniversary from Gay & Sally Oberg 
 
October 9: In memory of Sam Burrows, from 
family and friends 
 
October 16: In celebration of our 26th wedding 
anniversary on October 18, from Bruce & Janet 
Schaefer 
 
October 23: In memory of Nila Oestreich from 
friends and family 
 
October 30: In memory of  
 
Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships: 

Oct.  9, 23  Nov. 6,13,20 
 

If you would like to sponsor an available 
broadcast, call 715-536-7322 or email 
church@ststephensucc.net.  
 

 
Church Financials 

 
Revenue:   $23,426.05 
Expenses:   $25,917.47 
Net Loss:   $2,491.42 
 
The congregation raised $970 for the Blue Jay 
Nest in the month of August! 

mailto:church@ststephensucc.net
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October 9 
4 PM – 6 PM 

 
 
Biblical Text: Job 38-42 
 
Questions to ponder: 
So… how do we look after God’s creation? 
   
Activity stations include: 
 

1. Paper plate animal masks 
2. World Suncatcher 
3. Nature Scavenger hunt 
4. Earth – Colored Lava lamp 
5. Construct a giant earth 
6. Good and bad times 
7. Making seed bombs 

Dinner: Vegetarian Meal  
 
Interested volunteers, please sign up on the 
website under Messy Church Volunteers or 
call the church office. 
 
Go to https://messychurchusa.org for videos 
and more information about the international 
movement called Messy Church. 

Messy Church Core Values 
Christ-Centered 

 

All Ages 
 

Creativity of all God’s Children 
 

Hospitality 
 

Celebration 
 
 
 

Youth Group “Soup’s On” 
Fundraiser October 23 

 
How it works: Youth Group families and 
anyone else who wants to support the YG or 
share a special recipe with the congregation 
should bring a crockpot full of soup or a favorite 
salad to church Sunday morning October 23, 
10am to 1pm (but come early for the best 
selection!). 
 
The youth group will provide a roaster of 
Chicken and Noodles, a roaster of Chili, a 
crockpot of Senate Bean Soup and a greens 
salad to get things started. 
 
After church, members, friends, and the public 
are invited to enjoy an all-you-can-eat soup, 
salad, bread and dessert lunch for $10. 
 
Sample soups you haven’t had before, discover 
some new favorites, swap recipes, and enjoy a 
hearty fall lunch while supporting the youth 
group’s plans for a mission trip this summer. 
 
There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for 
those who can bring soup, salad, or dessert. 
 

Invite your friends. 
We’re on a mission from God!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Volunteers Needed!! 

Medical Ministry is looking for volunteers to 
help clean equipment! If you are interested in 
helping with this amazing ministry, please 
contact the church office!  

 

https://messychurchusa.org/
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MORE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONTHLY MEETING 
 Wednesday Oct. 12 
 Middle School 5-6 pm 
 Both: Dinner together at 6 
 High School 6:30-7:30 
 
POOL PARTY at AmericInn 
 Sunday, Oct. 16, 3-5 pm 
 Bring your own towel and snacks to share 
 
You may invite a friend. Permission slips must be 
turned in, and signed by a parent, upon arrival or 
earlier. 
 
PREP FOR SOUPS ON  
 Saturday, Oct. 22, 1-3 pm 
 Set up tables, bowls, etc. 
 Bake some bread 
 Bake some cookies 
 Make some noodles 
 Prep the chili 
 
SOUPS ON 
 Sunday, Oct. 23, 8:30 am-2 pm 
 Get ready to start serving at 10 am 
 Serve the meal 
 Clean up 
 
BOWLING PARTY 
 At Les and Jim’s 
 Sunday, Nov. 6, 3-5 pm 

Summer Lunch Program 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
donated their time this summer 
to provide meals to children in 
the Merrill Community. Taco 
Tuesday was a popular day. 
Over the summer Saint 
Stephens served a total of 1,052 
meals! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation class will be on the 4th Wednesday 
of every month, 6-7:30 pm, AND on Sunday 
mornings during Sunday School time.  
Confirmands are expected to attend worship and 
Messy Church whenever possible. They will also 
be participating in worship in various ways. 
 
We are participating in a Confirmation Retreat at 
Moon Beach with 5 other UCC area churches on 
November 11, 12, and 13. More details on that 
will follow. Confirmands should put that event on 
their calendar now and plan to attend. 
 
Looking for Prayer Partners 
For the last few years, our confirmands have 
chosen a mentor to help guide them through the 
Confirmation journey.  This year I would like to 
add prayer partners to that journey. 
 
How it works:  

♦ We build a list of prayer partners, one for 
each confirmand. The partners will know the 
identity of their confirmand. 

♦ The Confirmand will not know the identity of 
their prayer partner. 

♦ We ask the confirmand to commit to praying 
for their prayer partner even though they do 
not know who it is. 

♦ With the confirmand’s and parent’s 
permission, I will share general information 
about the confirmand with their prayer 
partner. (birthday, activities, etc.) 

♦ The prayer partner agrees to regularly pray 
for the confirmand, especially on the days 
when we have class or when the confirmand 
has a sport or other extra-curricular activity. 

♦ The prayer partner can send birthday, 
Christmas and thinking of you cards 
throughout the 2 years of confirmation. 

♦ At the dinner the night before confirmation, 
we reveal the identity of the Prayer Partners.  

Please let Pastor Mike know if you are 
interested in becoming a “Prayer Partner.”  
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October Mission 
Neighbors In Need 

 
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission 
offering of the United Church of Christ that 
supports ministries of justice and compassion 
throughout the United States. One-third of NIN 
funds support the Council for American Indian 
Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is 
used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness 
Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice 
initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service 
projects through grants. Neighbors in Need 
grants are awarded to UCC churches and 
organizations doing justice work in their 
communities. These grants fund projects whose 
work ranges from direct service to community 
organizing and advocacy to address systemic 
injustice. This year, special consideration will be 
given to projects focusing on serving our 
immigrant neighbors and communities.  
 

                Calling All Artists 
 
 
 
 
We have Neighbors In Need coloring pages in 
our Prayground to be colored there or feel free 
to pick them up and color them at home. 
 
Give the picture you think is your best to Pastor 
Mike and we will use it on the cover of a bulletin 
in October or November. 

One Door Closes…Another Opens 
 

With NCHC’s dissolution of Lincoln Industries, 
over a dozen developmentally disabled adults 
were left without services to enhance their daily 
living. Family members were left scrambling for 
services for the children and siblings they dearly 
loved and wanted to provide the greatest level 
of independence and fulfilling activities possible. 
 

To paraphrase Lenny Kravitz, however, “It ain’t 
over ‘till St. Stephens says it’s over.” 
 

Beginning October 3, Opportunity Development 
Centers, Inc., headquartered in Wisconsin 
Rapids, will be using our Fellowship Hall as a 
base of operations in Merrill. The agreement is 
initially for 3 months while they determine how 
best to bring their services to the Merrill area. 

 

Their hope is that they can re-launch the job 
training work that LI could no longer offer as well 
as the daily living programs they did offer. And 
their work here offers opportunities for full and 
part-time employment.  We look forward to 
building a long and fruitful relationship with a 
purpose driven agency. Check them out at  
odcinc.com

http://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim
http://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim
https://www.odcinc.com/
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Please join us on October 30 to 

remember those we have lost this 
past year. 

 
Throughout Christian history, the church has 
and continues to remember and celebrate the 
lives of faithful people who have died. It is a way 
of remaining related to deceased loved ones, as 
the process of grieving and remembering are 
vital to our spiritual health.  
 
Herbert Falk Robert Koth 
Ewald Katke Patricia Krahn 
Patricia Woller Nancy Walsh 
Riley Kurtz Harold Hopp  
Patricia Garnett Richard Dabbert 
Kevin Neitzel Susan Kufahl  
Fern Hernandez Marilyn Katke  
Robert Kultgen Rodney Sabatke 
Patricia Wanta Delores Bunge  
Marylin Culbert Harriet Henrich 
Nila Oestreich Roland Hall  
Norman Heckendorf Stuart ‘Sam’ Burrows 
Lawrence Kleinschmidt Jr. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hello Families, 
 
Sunday School is off to a great start.  Thank you 
for joining us each week.  
 
On our first Sunday of Sunday school, we talked 
about forgiveness in our classrooms. We did a 
fun air-dry clay project that the kids will be 
bringing home. We are looking forward to some 
exciting topics in the coming weeks such as 
Noah’s Ark and learning about Abraham and 
Sarah. 
 
We are going to try something a little different 
on the second Sunday of each month. 
Beginning October 9, we will be doing a mini–
Messy Church during our Sunday School time 
slot. We are asking children and their families to 
meet in the Fellowship Hall for crafts and coffee, 
juice, and donuts. Feel free to bring anyone 
along you would like. We want this to be fun for 
the whole family. Hope to see your family there.  
 
In Christ’s name,  
Kari Weiland, Christian Ed Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Stephens UCC 
715-536-7322  903 E. 2nd St., Merrill, Wisconsin 54452     ststephensucc.net 

 
 Rev. Mike Southcombe Senior Minister mike@ststephensucc.net 
 Terra Holdridge Administrative Director terra@ststephensucc.net  
 Kimberly McCaskill Administrative Assistant kimberly@ststephensucc.net  
 Kari Weiland Christian Ed Director kari@ststephensucc.net 
 Abrielle Tiffany Music Director abrielle@ststephensucc.net 

 Some stock photographs in this issue are courtesy of Clip Art, Pixabay and Unsplash.  www.pixabay.com  www.unsplash.com  
www.clipart-library.com* 

mailto:mike@ststephensucc.net
mailto:terra@ststephensucc.net
mailto:kimberly@ststephensucc.net
mailto:kari@ststephensucc.net
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU! 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

We want to acknowledge and celebrate your 
special birthdays! Send your church friends 

birthday wishes, whether in person, via email, or 
by sending one of those wonderful cards you can 

hold in your hands by mail! 
 

 
Oct 1 Betty Mahn 
Oct 1 Joel Wendt 
Oct 1 Mason Reinhardt 
Oct 1 Leanne Schnabl 
Oct 1 Gay Mootz 
Oct 2 Lynn Seidler 
Oct 2 Lottie Ziemke 
Oct 2 Carmen Klug 
Oct 3 Beth Ann Houle 
Oct 4 Wesley Boehm 
Oct 4 Kathy Turner 
Oct 5 Yvonne Kleimola 
Oct 5 Kathy Keddell 
Oct 5 Mary Wilson 
Oct 7 Ryan Bloch 
Oct 8 Marge Johnson 
Oct 8 Carol Krause 
Oct 8 Justin Peterson 
Oct 8 Cody Depies 
Oct 8 Raya Osness 
Oct 9 Randy Mahn 
Oct 9 Emily Schwartzman 
Oct 9 EJ Weix 

Oct 10  Sara Doerr 
Oct 10 Kynlee Badeau 
Oct 11 Holly Henrich 
Oct 11 Jerry Krause 
Oct 11 Leroy Vandre 
Oct 12 Mary Jo Messerschmidt 
Oct 12 Mari Nelson 
Oct 12 Thomas Seidel 
Oct 12 Nicholas Bowe 
Oct 12 Robert Gremler 
Oct 13 Jill Patraw 
Oct 13 Jody Meyer 
Oct 14 Debi Lemon 
Oct 14 Douglas Iwen 
Oct 14 Samantha Brandenburg 
Oct 15 Marion Beyer 
Oct 15 Emersyn Breaman 
Oct 16 Lynn Badeau 
Oct 16 Leesa Roth 
Oct 16 Lexi Slagoski 
Oct 18 Carol Plautz 
Oct 19 Joyce Peterson 
Oct 19 Kate Veith 

Oct 21 Susan Forster 
Oct 21 Wendy Reinhardt 
Oct 22 Michael Gleason 
Oct 22 Brooke Slagoski 
Oct 23 Wesley McIntyre 
Oct 24 Barb Anderson 
Oct 24 Laurie Olson 
Oct 25 Aubrie Brandenburg 
Oct 26 Danielle Breaman 
Oct 27 Jacob Laatsch 
Oct 28 Leo Maluegge 
Oct 29 Zoey Dreikosen 
Oct 29  Jackie Johnson 
Oct 30  Danny Woller 
Oct 31  Jo Ann Vachavake 
Oct 31  Lavern Kanitz 
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Special Gifts for October Interpreter: 
Received through September 18th 

                       Dedicated to the glory of God and… 
 
Capital Improvements 
 $50.00 in memory of Roland Hall from Kristine Smith 
  
Choir & Music  
 $700.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from friends and family  
 $25.00 in memory of Norm Heckendorf from Carol & Bill Weber 
 $50.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from Mary Jo Laabs 
   
Food For Kids 
 $50.00 in memory of Don Wold and John Frisch on their birthday from Lois Wold 
 
Radio Ministry 
 $10.00 in memory of Nila Oestreich from Eunice Berndt 
 $25.00 in memory of Nila Oestreich from Kurt & Sarah Rust 
 $190.00 in celebration of our 26th anniversary on October 18 from Bruce & Janet Schafer 
 $190.00 in loving memory of my husband, Warren Latzig Sr., from Lois Latzig  
 $50.00 in memory of Nila Oestreich from Gerald Geishart 
 
Memorials 
 $25.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from Thomas & Mary Enwright 
 $50.00 in memory of Patricia Wanta from Debra Schwoch-Swoboda 
 $100.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from Michael & Jill Schaefer 
 $15.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from the Ollhoff Family 
 $25.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from Roger & Julie Wendorf 
 $50.00 in memory of Grandpa Bob Kultgen on his birthday September 6 from Simon Bruno,  
      Willow Kultgen and Laney Kultgen 
 $50.00 in memory of my husband, Bob Kultgen, on his birthday September 6 from Cherie Kultgen  
 $20.00 in honor of Randy Muschke from family 
 $10.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from Nancy Hayes 
 $10.00 in memory of Rich Dabbert from Nancy Hayes 
 $10.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Nancy Hayes  
 $25.00 in memory of Sam Burrows from the Mike Hommerding family 
 $25.00  in memory of Sam Burrows, my godfather, from Penny Hommerding 
  
Stained Glass Window Repair 
 $20.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from Dave & Emily Schwartzman 
 $100.00 in memory of our dear friend Bob Uski from Phyllis Frederick and Fred Will 
 $20.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from Dan & Patsy Pick 
 $25.00 in memory of parents, Ed & Lillian Zimmerman, on their October 18 wedding anniversary  
      from Alice Ziemke 
 $20.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from George Henrich 
 $25.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from Gay & Sally Oberg 
 $50.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from William & Marlene Krueger 

$100.00  in memory of Harriet Henrich from Carol Finanger 
 $100.00 in memory of Linda Perry who went to Heaven 10 years ago on 9/11/2012 from 
      Randy Perry 
 $20.00 in memory of Norman Heckendorf from Dan & Patsy Pick  
 $40.00 in memory of Norman Heckendorf from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
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