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  No matter who you are . . . 
. . . or where you are on life’s 

journey, YOU are welcome here. 

Reminder:  The church office will be 

closed on November 24 and 25. 
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One of the families sitting in the surgery waiting room brought a 22-month-old 

little girl with them.  Waiting, however, was not one of the gifts this little girl had developed 
so far in her life.  
 She was benignly leafing through a magazine and after a minute of carefully 
turning the pages, she started gleefully ripping pages out and tossing shards of paper in 
the air.   
 Given that they had given her the magazine to amuse herself, no one was as 

surprised as she was when one of the adults grabbed her, whispered through clenched teeth, “NO!”, sat her 
down on a chair, and handed her a stuffed animal.  Her face said, “Well, make up your mind,” as she folded her 
arms around her little pony.  After a minute of pouting, those of us sitting across from her saw her petting her 
little pony while her head was bowed still feigning shame but really darting her eyes from side to side scanning 
the room for the source of her next adventure. 
 We saw the sly curl of a smile when she saw the opening to the hallway and the elevators just a few 
steps down the corridor.  She got down and looked up at the adults to make sure someone was watching her.  
She strolled down the row of chairs, away from the door to reassure them they could go back to reading their 
magazines or scanning their tablets and smartphones.  She walked behind their row of chairs with a leisurely 
nonchalance worthy of a seasoned actress. 
 At the end of the row of chairs, she tucked her chin down, pulled her arms close to her sides, and bolted 
for the door.  Just as she got into the hallway and turned toward the elevators, she hesitated for just a split 
second, glancing back to make sure one of the adults had seen her and was getting up to chase after her.  One 
of them did chase after her, picked her up, and plopped her down in the seat with her little pony and the same 
scenario played out another half dozen times over the next 30 minutes.  Each time, she made it a bit farther but 
each time she hesitated for just that split second to make sure someone would chase after her. 
 That is a game, I thought to myself, that she will be playing her whole life long.  We all do, in some form 
or another, don’t we? 
 On the first day of school, she will demand that she can go all by herself but steal a look back to make 
sure someone is watching her go. 
 When she holds those car keys in her hand for the first time, she will be telling her parents she can do 
this and not to worry but she will be relieved when she sees the light on when she comes back home. 
 And when she heads off to college, she will breathe a secret sigh of relief the first time she calls home, 
and someone answers, ready to listen to all she has done that first week away. 
 We all head off on great adventures hoping that someone is watching over us, encouraging us, approving 
of what we are doing, and rooting for us to succeed. 
 I think if we don’t feel that way, we need to stop and ask ourselves why.  Am I doing something I don’t 
want God to see?  Am I doing something for which I know God is not rooting for success?  And if that is the case, 
why would we continue? 
 That little girl was seeing where the limits were, and she was also testing to see if she could trust the 
adults around her to keep her from going past a safe limit.  We do the same but with adult pursuits and taking 
more responsibility for knowing where the limits are ourselves.  When things do not go our way, we often think 
God is testing us but, more often than not, we are testing God.  
 We do not always get our way; we do not always get to run down the hallway with no consequences.  
Each adventure, however, builds our relationship with God; each test reassures us that God is present, just 
maybe not in the way we first thought.  
 We have a better understanding, more experience, and more coping skills but in so many ways we are 
not so very different from a 22-month-old.  That is both terribly humbling and wonderfully exciting.  May God 
bless you on your next adventure and may it be one for which God wishes you success. 
 



THE INTERPRETER                     SAINT STEPHENS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST                 NOVEMBER  2022 3 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
November 6 – Youth Bowling Party 3-5 PM 
November 8 – 140th Anniv. Meeting 6 PM 
November 9 – Middle School Youth Group 5 PM 
November 9 – High School Youth Group 6 PM 
November 24 – Church Office Closed  
November 25 – Church Office Closed 
November 26 – Hanging of the Greens 8 AM 
November 30 – Confirmation Class 6-7:30 PM 

 
Choir meets every Wednesday at 6:30 PM.  
Chime Choir meets every Thursday at 6 PM. 
 

November Green Team Tip: 
Sustainable Thanksgiving and Black 

Friday 

Consider shopping locally for in-
season items when creating a 
Thanksgiving meal. To reduce 
food waste, repurpose your 
leftovers with creative 
recipes and compost your food 

scraps.  

When Black Friday shopping, look for gifts by 
local artisans or fair trade. Additionally, avoiding 
unnecessary purchases helps lower 
greenhouse gas emissions from manufacturing 
and shipping and reduces waste in landfills.  

Extra tips from Green Team Members: 
 

1. A small glass lid is used for heating things 
in the microwave. This reduces the time it 
takes to heat something ad avoids using 
paper towels or plastic which can also give 
off toxic fumes.  

2. Avoid opening the refrigerator or freezer 
often. Instead, have a plan of what is 
needed and then open the fridge or freezer 
to get those items.  

November Radio Broadcasts  

November 6:  In celebration of our 50th 
wedding anniversary on November 4 from 
Randy and Vivian Schlueter  

November 13: In memory of Sam Burrows, 
from family and friends 
 
November 20: in memory of George and 
Gerald Henrich from the Prairie River Gang 
 
November 27: In memory of Marilyn Katke from 
her family 
 

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships: 
December 24  

 

If you would like to sponsor an available 
broadcast, call 715-536-7322 or email 
church@ststephensucc.net.  

Holiday Scrip 
 
Only 8 weeks until Christmas!!! If you’re looking 
to get a jump on your holiday shopping and 
would like to help support the church while 
shopping, consider purchasing scrip for all your 
holiday needs. We have created a scrip order 
form with many popular retailers! Stop by the 
church office or the Scrip table on Sunday 
mornings to pick up a scrip order form. Once 
your form is submitted it will take approximately 
1-week for your order to come in. This allows 
Nancy Dabbert to get exactly what everyone 
needs for the holidays rather than guessing and 
having a surplus of cards going unused. We will 
still have several of the most popular cards in 
smaller increments on hand.  
 
The second option is to create a free RaiseRight 
account! By creating an account, you have 
access to fundraising for the church while you're 
on the go! You can load e-cards directly to your 
phone while you are out shopping! Nancy, the 
scrip team on Sundays, and the church office 
have all the details on how to set up this 
account!   

mailto:church@ststephensucc.net
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Church Financials 

September Revenue and Expenses 
Revenue:  $28,506.73 
Expenses:  $38,666.36 
Net Loss:  $10,159.63 

 
 

 

November Mission at 
Saint Stephens 

 

We would like to invite you to be part of the 
Christmas Spirit Lincoln County United Giving 
Tree Program this season. This program is 
shaped by the needs seen in the community and 
aims to provide a joyful Christmas for area 
children. 
 

To the families we will bless this 

Christmas:  

“Smile, Sing, and Be Glad!  Christmastime 

and joy will likely be had.” 
 

As the holidays approach, the stress of trying to 
make things “nice” for many families can be a 
real issue. Please consider helping bring smiles 
to the faces of the children involved in this 
program. You might participate and shop 
individually or join together with others to share 
the spirit of the season! 
 

Childrens’ tags are available for pick up on the 
giving tree located in our lobby. Once you have 
chosen a tag, please sign your name on the log 
by the tree. Remember gifts are purchased but 
please do not wrap upon return to the church 
which has been set for December 1. 
 

Whatever it may be, we thank you for giving 
depth and meaning to a “Merry Christmas” for 
area children. 
 

If you are unable to shop for a child, monetary 
donations can be given through the monthly 
mission line on your giving envelopes, through 
online giving on the church’s website, or 
dropped off at the church office. 
 

Feel free to visit their Facebook 
page also! 

OCWM 
Current total $4,705 

and our goal is $6,500!! 

The congregation raised 

$845 for St. Vincent De Paul 

Outreach Center in 

September!! 
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November 13 
4 PM – 6 PM 

 

Biblical Text: Galatians 3:26-29 

 
Questions to ponder: 
So… how do we welcome everyone into God’s 
Family? 

   
Activity stations include: 
 

1. Writing ancient letters 

2. Peace be with you 

3. Ancient delivery obstacle race 

4. Photo frames 

5. Rainbow sands 

6. Rainbow prisms 

7. Paper doll prayers 

8. Fruit salad 

9. Imaginative play everyone welcome! 

(Puppet show) 

Dinner: Quiche and Fruit Salad 

 

Interested volunteers, please sign up on the 
website under Messy Church Volunteers or 
call the church office. 
 

Go to https://messychurchusa.org for videos 
and more information about the international 
movement called Messy Church. 

Messy Church Core Values 

Christ-Centered 

All Ages 

Creativity of all God’s Children 

Hospitality 

Celebration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONTHLY MEETING 

Wednesday, Nov. 9 
Middle School 5-6 pm 

Both: Dinner together at 6 
High School 6:30-7:30 

 
BOWLING PARTY 

Les and Jim’s 
Sunday, Nov. 6, 3-5 pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation class will be on the 4th Wednesday 
of every month, 6-7:30 pm, AND on Sunday 
mornings during Sunday School time.  
Confirmands are expected to attend worship and 
Messy Church whenever possible. They will also 
be participating in worship in various ways. 
 

Looking for Prayer Partners 

For the last few years, our confirmands have 
chosen a mentor to help guide them through the 
Confirmation journey.  This year I would like to 
add prayer partners to that journey. 
 
We are looking to build a list of prayer partners, 
one for each confirmand. We will ask the 
confirmand to pray for their prayer partner and 
the prayer partner to pray for their confirmand. 
For more information on becoming a prayer 
partner and what it will entail, please contact 
Pastor Mike at the church office or via email.  

https://messychurchusa.org/
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Thanksgiving Pies 
 

We are selling fresh, homemade pies and 
cheesecakes to benefit Saint Stephens for 
Thanksgiving.  
 
Orders will be due by November 18 and pick up 
will be on November 23 from 5 – 6 PM. If that 
time does not work, Jennifer Porath has a little 
flexibility that day. We will have order forms in 
the church office and on the scrip table on 
Sundays. Payment is due with your order form. 
 

Pies 
 

Apple Crumble    $15.00 
Pumpkin     $15.00 
Pecan     $18.00 
 

Cheesecakes 
 

Original with Raspberry Sauce $22.00 
Pumpkin    $22.00 
Turtle     $25.00 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Daylight Savings 
Time ends on 

November 6. Don’t 
forget to set your 

clocks back an hour. 
 

 

Letters from Church Committees 
 

The Oktoberfest planning 
team would like to thank 
the congregation for your 
support in the ways of 
volunteering, baking 
desserts, making food, 
and/or attending the 
event.  Special thanks to 

Dennis & Sharon Woller and Tim & Sandy 
Moser for their generous donations.  Also 
special thanks to Tim and Terra for their extra 
effort in updating the signs.   
 

We had a successful and fun event, with the rain 
holding off for an afternoon of polka music, 
brats, and beer! We'd like to donate $500 of the 
proceeds towards updating/upgrading the 
cordless mic system in the sanctuary. 
 

-The Oktoberfest Planning Committee   
_______________________________________ 
 

The Ushers are inviting 
anyone who would be 
willing to help decorate 
the church for Advent 
and Christmas on 
November 26 at 8 AM. 
We will need extra help 
this year as there are 35 
Nativity scenes to be 
put up throughout the 
lounge and lobby, in 
addition to the normal 
Sanctuary decorations. 
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We’re on the Brink of Something Big 
 

Greetings from your Green Team! Recently the country’s first National Climate Advisor 
(Gina McCarthy) wrote about observations she made in that role. She writes that states 
and companies are now running toward a clean energy future and that the private sector 
sees this as an opportunity for job creation and economic revitalization. The primary focus 
of her article was on electric vehicles (EV) and our team wanted to check on this. 
 Indeed, we found that Ms. McCarthy is correct. The US transportation department has 

received plans from all 50 states for the development of electric vehicle (EV)charging stations. The 2021 
Infrastructure bill will provide 5 billion dollars to states for the development of electric charging stations every 
50 miles along interstate highways. States have already received 1.5 billion and according to local car 
dealerships, there are about 46000 charging stations already in place in the country. However, most of 
these are in the high-population areas of the east and west coast. Anyone doing a quick internet search of 
major car companies can see that electric vehicles have become a prominent part of their line. Further 
research by the team indicates that demand for these vehicles is outstripping supply and a check of local 
dealerships verified this. US companies like Ford and General Motors are assisted in this competitive area 
in that the government (both Federal and some states) is offering consumers tax incentives for US-made 
vehicles that qualify. In addition to car companies’ other companies supporting EV development are gearing 
up. For instance, Honda Motors along with LG is investing 4.2 billion in Ohio for the development of batteries 
and electric vehicles. Large Utility companies like Xcel Energy and Duke Energy are upgrading their 
infrastructure to meet the increasing demand for electricity that will grow out of this. 
 According to news from Bloomberg, the use of clean energy is growing rapidly in an effort to address 
climate change. We can see this expansion right now in our everyday lives whether it’s new electric busses 
in Milwaukee or the rapid growth of electric bikes. However, change isn’t easy and the Green Team hopes 
that as these developments occur, we can embrace them for the sake of our children and grandchildren. 
And even with these “Big” developments, we continue to encourage everyone to do the little things we can 
to reduce our energy consumption. 

      
-Best Wishes and we hope you are enjoying the glory of Autumn! 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The all-important November elections will be held on Tuesday, November 8. Please keep in mind the 
following when you vote.  
 

(1) In spite of what you have heard over the last few years, our local elections are safe and secure. 
The area election committees are made up of local friends, families, relatives, and acquaintances, 
all who have received special training in local election laws and all who are volunteering to serve 
in this capacity…we can trust them.  

 

(2) Good science is telling us that climate change is real and is a serious threat to ourselves, our 
children, and the generations beyond. This reality is supported by over 97% of climate scientists 
as well as the National United Church of Christ. There should be no question that Global 
Warming/Climate Change is a real concern.  

 

(3) As you contemplate your vote, the various candidate’s positions on all of the environmental issues 
should be an important consideration when casting your ballot, since that elected official will be 
involved in future environmental solutions. This would seem to make sense. 

 

The future democracy and the future environmental welfare of this country rely on your freedom to 
vote…please do so on Tuesday, November 8th.  
 

-The St. Stephens Green Team 
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2022 Stewardship Campaign  

 
“From Bread and Cup to Faith and Giving” makes the connection between our experience of 

God and our generosity as disciples. 
 

Pledge Cards are available in the church office and on the stands with the bulletins on Sundays.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



THE INTERPRETER                     SAINT STEPHENS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST                 NOVEMBER  2022 9 

 

Phishing and Phone Scams 
 

While talking with Church Mutual and Nicolet 
Bank, we are aware that more and more scams 
are taking place in our community. Churches 
and pastors can be the target of scammers due 
to the openness and generosity that 
characterize churches. We are reaching out to 
our congregation to make everyone aware and 
to give guidance on how to avoid being 
scammed.  
 
The messages (mainly emails and sometimes 
texts) usually contain urgent requests for money 
or gift cards with PINs to help a person or family 
in need. To appear real, these messages can 
contain the pastor’s or other staff member’s 
photo and/or email signatures. Pastor Mike or 
any staff member will never solicit gift cards. If 
you receive these types of emails, please 
contact the church office and do not respond, 
click any links or download any attachments. 
Any requests for donations will appear via 
official channels such as the bulletin, the 
Interpreter, direct mailings from the church, 
and/or on Sunday morning during 
announcements.  

 
 
There are many volunteer opportunities available 
within the church and the community. If you are 
looking for volunteer opportunities check out the 
options below!  
 

Medical Ministry is looking for volunteers to 
help clean equipment! If you are interested in 
helping with this amazing ministry, please 
contact the church office. 
 
Interpreter Collators are responsible for coming 
every fourth Wednesday to fold, label and mail out 
the monthly Interpreter. We are looking for 
volunteers to help with this process.  
 
Christmas Card Writers 
We are looking for volunteers to write up 
Christmas cards for our homebound and nursing 
home members!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Vincent De Paul is looking for you…who has 

a caring heart and wants to volunteer 
in a job that helps others?! Our local 
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store is 
looking for volunteers like you! For 
more information: call 715-539-1131 

 
 

Saint Stephens UCC 
715-536-7322  903 E. 2nd St., Merrill, Wisconsin 54452     ststephensucc.net 

 

 Rev. Mike Southcombe Senior Minister mike@ststephensucc.net 
 Terra Holdridge Administrative Director terra@ststephensucc.net  
 Kimberly McCaskill Administrative Assistant kimberly@ststephensucc.net  
 Kari Weiland Christian Ed Director kari@ststephensucc.net 
 Abrielle Tiffany Music Director abrielle@ststephensucc.net 

 Some stock photographs in this issue are courtesy of Clip Art, Pixabay and Unsplash.  www.pixabay.com  www.unsplash.com  
www.clipart-library.com*

mailto:mike@ststephensucc.net
mailto:terra@ststephensucc.net
mailto:kimberly@ststephensucc.net
mailto:kari@ststephensucc.net
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

TO YOU! 

November BIRTHDAYS 

We want to acknowledge and celebrate your 
special birthdays! Send your church friends 

birthday wishes, whether in person, via email, or 
by sending one of those wonderful cards you can 

hold in your hands by mail! 

 

 

Nov 1 Laurie Burns 

Nov 1 Dawson Heckendorf 

Nov 1 Charmaine Storm 

Nov 3 Corey Dornbrack 

Nov 3 Todd Grabau 

Nov 5 Brandon Lawrie 

Nov 5 Daniel Hahn 

Nov 6 Josh Kohnhorst 

Nov 6 Willow Boquist 

Nov 7 Holly Boehm 

Nov 7 Payge Osness 

Nov 7 Troy Veith 

Nov 9 Leroy Frick 

Nov 9 Garrett Lapsenberg 

Nov 10 Sue Heckendorf 

Nov 10 John Schenzel 

Nov 10 Jacob Stevenson 

Nov 10 Jace Bloch 

Nov 12 William Beyer 

Nov 12 Linda Plautz 

Nov 12 Jeffrey Porath 

Nov 12  Tara Slagoski 

Nov 13  Andrew Podeweltz 

Nov 13  Scott Kasten 

Nov 13 Kelsey Amelse 

Nov 14 Roxanne Baumann 

Nov 14 Eppie Gruling 

Nov 14 Dennis Kremsreiter 

Nov 14 Gay Oberg 

Nov 14 Luke Lazare 

Nov 15 Naomi Berg 

Nov 15 Kathy Case 

Nov 17 Bradley Schnabl 

Nov 18 Geraldine Dotter 

Nov 18 Jean Mootz 

Nov 19 Mary Ellis 

Nov 20 Cheryl Ament 

Nov 20 Gary Roggenbuck 

Nov 22 Bailee Golisch 

Nov 22 Brian Rowe 

Nov 22 Shari Schubert 

Nov 23 Joan Johnson 

Nov 24 Cody Krause 

Nov 24 Katrina Depies 

Nov 25 Ione Koehler 

Nov 26 Philip Mussell 

Nov 26 Gary Sholund 

Nov 26 Katie Rajek 

Nov 27 Bert Hopp 

Nov 27 Diana Huston 

Nov 27 Tim Anderson 

Nov 28 Tammy Duwe 

Nov 28 Michael Golisch 

Nov 28 Jessica Frick 

Nov 29 Allison Rodemeier 

Nov 29 Betsy Peterson 
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Special Gifts for November Interpreter: 
Received through October 23 

                       Dedicated to the glory of God and… 
 
 
Capital Improvements 
 $100.00 in memory of Sam Burrows from family and friends 
  
Choir & Music  
 $25.00 in memory of Norman Heckendorf from Nancy Dabbert 
 $135.00 in memory of Sam Burrows from friends 
 
Sound System  
 $30.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $20.00 in memory of Norman Heckendorf from Lynn Henrich 
 
Radio Ministry 
 $190.00 in memory of Roger Nelson from Mari Nelson 
 $190.00 in memory of Sam Burrows from Friends and Family 
 $10.00 in memory of Nila Oestreich from Gary & Jill Mosser 
 $275.00 in memory of Nila Oestreich from Family and Friends 
 $25.00 in memory Nila Oestreich from Darrel & Missi Dengel 
 $190.00 in celebration of our 50th wedding anniversary on November 4 from Randy and  
   Vivian Schlueter 
 $190.00 in memory of George & Gerald Henrich from the Prairie River Gang 
 $190.00 in memory of Art & Phil Schaefer from the Prairie River Gang 
 $190.00 in memory of Ewald & Marilyn Katke from their family  
 
Memorials 
 $25.00 in memory of Stuart Burrows from Mike & Glynis Schroeder 
 $50.00 in memory of Arlo Berndt on his birthday from Eunice Berndt 
 25.00 in memory of Sam Burrows from Randy Perry  
 $20.00 in memory of Sam Burrows from Jeff & Sue Kraft 
  $100.00 in memory of Sam Burrows from family and friends 
 $25.00 in memory of Sam Burrows from Roger & Julie Wendorf 
 $10.00 in memory of Norman Heckendorf from Nancy Hayes 
 $300.00 in memory of Roland Hall from friends and family 
 $20.00 in memory of Cheryl Schlueter Kloss from Dan & Patsy Pick 
 $50.00 in memory of our 57th anniversary from Judy Alft 
 25.00 in honor of Blake Koehler’s baptism from Warren, Pamela Stefenhagen, 
   and Broc Thumo 
 $225.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from friends and family 
 
Stained Glass Window Repair 
 $10.00 in memory of Irene Berndt for her birthday from Gary & Jill Mosser 
 $100.00 in memory of Sam Burrows from Family & Friends  
 $50.00 in memory of Harriet Henrich from Nancy Dabbert 
 $25.00 in memory of Albert & Emily Ziemke for their November 19th anniversary from 
   Alice Ziemke 
 $100.00 in memory of Walter Wendland’s birthday, September 10, from his wife Phyllis Wendland 
 $100.00 in memory of Bill Storm who went to his heavenly home on November 30, 2016, from  
   Charmaine and family. RIP 



 

 


