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No matter who you are . . . 
. . . or where you are on life’s 

journey, YOU are welcome here. 

 
 
 

Baccalaureate Sunday 
May 22 

 
Join us in congratulating Saint Stephens Class of 2022: 

 
Brenna Allen 
Hailey Brooks 
Bethany Flater 
Alex Goetsch 
David Golisch 
Angela Hinner 
James Krueger 
Lydia McIntyre 
Emma Pajtash 
Paige Plautz 

Chase Stahnke 
Taylor Zastrow 

 
Please call the church office if we have missed anyone or 
you would like the church to honor your college graduate. Please remember to mark your 

giving envelopes. There have 
been a lot of unmarked special 
offering envelopes and it’s 
difficult to know where to put the 
funds. If the special offering 
envelopes are unmarked, they 
will be placed into the monthly 
mission fund. Thank you!  
 

REMINDER: 
The church office will be CLOSED on Memorial Day, 
Monday, May 30, 2022, in observance of the holiday.  

 
Summer Office Hours Beginning May 31, 2022 

Monday- Thursday 8 AM – 3:30 PM      Friday 8 AM – 1 PM 
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“We can’t find Dad,” the woman on the phone was frantic. 

     Her mother had died a few days ago and I was going to be officiating at the 
funeral in two days.  And I was a bit confused, I understood that “Dad” had died 
some years ago, before I had even come to that community. 
 It seems that when her dad died, her mother brought the ashes home.  They set 
on the mantle for a few years and then her mother had told her and her brother that 
she felt funny about not putting him to rest so she took a shovel—she was always 
very self-reliant—and tried to bury him under the oak tree out back.  The roots of the 

tree, however, were many and she could not dig a hole deep enough to her liking.  She told them she buried 
him under the garden stone next to the birdbath instead. 
 She instructed them to dig him up and bury his ashes with her ashes after she died.  She wanted him 
close—at the house they had lived in all those years—until then. She had told them all that.  But now, the 
daughter and the son could not find him. 
 Her mother had told her she had wrapped the box in plastic wrap, sealed it in a Zip-loc® bag and put it 
in a coffee can sealed with Duct Tape® and buried it.  They thought that maybe the whole thing had broken 
apart and the ashes dispersed into the soil with the rain and snow over the years but surely, they thought, there 
would be some remnants of the plastic wrap and the coffee can.  But they found nothing after a careful and 
laborious excavation. 
 The only thing I could think of to say was, “He is not here.  He is risen.” 
 Which was met with dead silence on the other end of the line.  And then a sound I could not tell whether 
was sobbing or laughing which grew louder and then exploded into raucous laughter.  I breathed a sigh of relief. 
 I could hear the tears of laughter streaming out of her eyes as she alternated between snorts and 
apologies for the snorting. 
 “Well, Mom always wanted us to get back to going to church.  Maybe this was her final little kick in the 
pants in that direction!” 
 We got through the funeral and buried their mother in a local cemetery.  They threw some dirt from the 
garden to, hopefully, put some of their dad’s cremains with the soil of their mom’s grave.  The next 6 months, 
brother and sister came back to town one weekend a month to work on packing things up and getting their 
parent’s house ready for sale.  It was not physically demanding but was emotionally draining.  Their mother had 
saved so many things, boxes of school pictures, family pictures, souvenirs from vacations, recipes, treasured 
family keepsakes and so much more.  The distant relationship between brother and sister mellowed and they 
grew closer again. 
 They came to church when they were in town and she reported that she and her husband had been 
“church shopping” where they lived after all these years.  By the end of the 6 months, they had found a 
Disciples congregation they wanted to join.  I congratulated them and wished them well. 
 Then on one of her trips she called, laughing that bellowing, snorting laughter.  “We found Dad,” she 
said.  “In a hatbox!  My mother hasn’t bought a hat that needed a hatbox in 50 years.  This has to be from my 
grandmother!” 
 “The only thing we can figure is that Mom decided she didn’t want him out in the yard anymore, went out 
and dug him up, put him in a hatbox for safekeeping and never bothered to tell us.” 
 “Well,” I said, “It is good news.  Not as good as ‘He is risen’ but good nonetheless.”  And she started 
laughing—and snorting—all over again. 
 Spring reminds me of her mother’s garden, filled with daffodils, hyacinths and lilacs and a birdbath atop 
sacred dirt that could reunite a brother and sister.  Sometimes we find our way back to church and to 
reconciling with family and friends through an empty tomb, sometimes through a tearful search through black 
garden soil and sometimes through the joyful discovery of a secret treasure tucked away in a hatbox by 
someone we love even if we don’t fully understand at the time. 
 After so long in our Covid break, I invite you to consider how much simpler it is to come back to church 
before you are looking for lost cremains or trying to figure out why someone did something that is and will be a 
mystery to you.  Come back and pick up where you left off making memories.  I may not even know you, but I 
miss you.  I can only imagine how your friends and family feel, like you are lost somewhere. 
 No matter how you find your way back, “He is not here.  He is risen!” is good news indeed. 
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May 13 – Still Water Gospel Quartet 6:30 PM 
May 15 – Messy Church 4 PM - 6 PM 
May 17 – Church Pampered Chef Party 5 PM 
May 22 – Last Day of Sunday School 
May 22 – Baccalaureate Sunday  
May 29 – Noisy Offering 
 
*Choir practice Wednesdays at 6:45 PM 
 
*Adult Bible Study Thursdays at 5 PM 
 
*Chime Choir practice Thursdays at 6 PM  
 

 
 

May Tip: 
 

Move Beyond Potting Soil 

Make your own potting soil this 
year using one third sand, one 
third local top soil, and one 
third compost. Making your 
own can save you money and 
give your plants more nutrition 

than the traditional bagged potting soil. Bagged 
potting soil is full of unsustainable ingredients 
and fillers that don’t provide your plants with the 
nutrition they need to grow.  

For more gardening tips visit the link below. 
Source: https://www.self.com/story/gardening-
tips 

 

 

May Radio Broadcasts are 
sponsored by: 

 
May 1: In memory of grandparents Selma & 
George Henrich from Holly and Lynn Henrich.  
 
May 8: In appreciation of the radio broadcast I 
listen to weekly from Maralee Moellendorf. 
 
May 22: In memory of Les Sabatke, husband, 
father, grandfather, and great grandfather from 
Pearl Sabatke and family.  
 
 

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships: 
May 15, 29 

 
If you would like to sponsor an available 
broadcast, call 715-536-7322 or email: 
church@ststephensucc.net.  
 

If you would like us to post a picture of the loved 
one you are remembering or honoring in your 
sponsorship, email a picture or bring one to the 
office for scanning at least a week before the 
Sunday sponsored. We will post the 
sponsorship notice on Saturday on Facebook 
and remind people to tune in to worship on 
Sunday morning. 

 
 
 
 

May 22 & 29 
to benefit the 

Summer Lunch Program 
 

mailto:church@ststephensucc.net
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Financials 

 

March Financials  
 

Income: $26,162.90 
Revenue: $29,566.64 

Loss: $3,403.74 
 

 
One Great Hour of Sharing Donations 

The congregation raised a total of $5,180 and 
 $3,185 was for Ukraine relief. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

715-536-7322  903 E. 2nd St., Merrill, Wisconsin 54452     ststephensucc.net 
 

 Rev. Mike Southcombe Senior Minister mike@ststephensucc.net 
 Terra Holdridge Administrative Director terra@ststephensucc.net  
 Kimberly McCaskill Administrative Assistant kimberly@ststephensucc.net  
  

*Some stock photographs in this issue are courtesy of Clip Art, Pixabay and Unsplash.   
www.pixabay.com  www.unsplash.com www.clipart-library.com* 

 
Sunday May 22, 5-7pm 

*NOTE Change in date* 
 

• Last few presentation 
• Planning Confirmation Sunday 
• Where do we go from here? 

Mother’s Day Flower 
Communion 

 

We invite all the men in congregation 
to bring a bouquet of flowers on 
Sunday May 8 for the women of the 
congregation. The flowers will be 
mingled together, and the children will 
distribute the flowers to all the 
amazing women in the congregation! 

No Sunday School on Mother’s Day. 
 

Last Day of Sunday School will be 
May 22! 

 

mailto:mike@ststephensucc.net
mailto:terra@ststephensucc.net
mailto:kimberly@ststephensucc.net
http://www.clipart-library.com*/
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Easter Flower Dedications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In honor of Evelyn Bjorklund’s 98th birthday from 
Jim & Pam Bjorklund 
 
In memory of Gerald & Lois Jacobson from 
Leanne & Brad Schnabl 
 
In memory of Gilbert Schnabl from Leanne & Brad 
Schnabl 
 
In memory of Laura Schulz on her May 10 birthday 
from her daughter Pat Schulz 
 
In memory of loved ones from Dennis & Sharon 
Woller 
 
In memory of loved ones from Harriet Henrich 
 
In memory of Laura Ann Kunkel from Mike & Sue 
Kunkel 
 
In memory of Great Grandma & Grandpa, Leo & 
Elenore, from Leo and Amara Lazare and Lily 
Kunkel 
 
In memory of Marv Paitrick from Paula & Bill 
McIntyre family 
 
In memory of Ronald Stevenson and Kermit 
Golisch from Chris & Heidi Stevenson 
 
In memory of Rich Dabbert from Nancy Dabbert 
 
In memory of our parents from Dave & Emily 
Schwartzman 
 
In memory of my husband, Ken Schubert, from 
Eunice Schubert 
 
In memory of Donna & Lavern Woller from Mark 
& Sally Woller 
 

In memory of Bob Krueger from Dan & Becky 
Krause 
 
In memory of Alvin & Lillian Baumgart and Roman 
& Edna Koebe from Virgil & Marilyn Baumgart 
 
In memory of our parents, Ray & Betty Herdt from 
Wendel & Debbie Mathis and Family, Brian & Terri 
Haufe & Family, and Todd Herdt 
 
In memory of our grandparents, Marvin & Verna 
Koehler and John & Mary Herdt, from Wendel & 
Debbie Mathis and Family, Brian & Terri Haufe & 
Family, and Todd Herdt 
 
In memory of Ewald Katke from Marilyn Katke 
 
In memory of Jerry Plautz from Dave & Sue Pyan 
and Family 
 
In memory of loved ones from Carol Plautz 
 
In memory of Leota Davis from Brenda Rowe and 
Brad Davis 
 
In memory of Greg Marvis and Matt Burrows from 
Tom & Mary Maluegge 
 
In memory of Randy Burrows from Tom & Mary 
Maluegge 
 
In memory of Grandma Linda Perry from the 
Dornbrack Family 
 
In memory of Great Grandma & Grandpa 
Dornbrack from the Dornbrack Family 
 
In memory of Nancy Henrich from George 
Henrich Sr. 
 
In memory of Bill & Lauretta Zemke from Dan & 
Patsy Pick  
 
In memory of loved ones from Mike & Paulette 
Heuser 
 
In memory of Norbert Krause from his family 
 
In memory of Arlo Berndt from Eunice Berndt 
 
In memory of James H. Sprague and Charles W. 
Southcombe from Pastor Mike and Sue 
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Two Ways to Support Food 
for Kids in May  

 
 

Food Truck @ The Sawmill 
May 14th 3 PM – 7 PM 

 
Pulled Pork Plate 
(Sandwich, Chips, 
Pickle and Coleslaw) 
or Pulled Pork 
Nachos with all the 
fixings!  
 

 
 

 
 

Pampered Chef Fundraiser Party  
May 17th @ 5 PM 

Hosted By Terra in the Kuck Lounge 
 
Join us for a fun filled evening learning about 
new kitchen tools and feel good about what you 
buy because Pampered Chef is doubling its 
fundraising donations in the month of May! Plus, 
Yvonne Mattson, the consultant will donate her 
commission for up to 45% donation to Food for 
Kids, plus you get to have some awesome 
products for your kitchen!  

 
Appetizers will be served! 

 
Please RSVP to terra@ststepehensucc.net 

or by calling the office at 715-536-7322. 

 
In 2006, the UCC church in Wallingford, 
Connecticut began sending coffee to one of 
their members serving as a military Chaplain in 
Afghanistan. Since that humble beginning, Holy 
Joe’s Cafe has grown to serve billions of cups of 
coffee, opened over 300 coffee houses around 
the world, mainly in the Middle East but also in 
Africa, Europe, Navy ships, and NATO 
hospitals. These coffee houses give the 
chaplains a place to sit and talk with the troops 
in an informal atmosphere. 
 
Equal Exchange Fairly Traded Coffee is 
available for purchase in the Kuck Lounge (also 
in the office). Proceeds to benefit Holy Joe’s 
Cafe  

Available for Purchase: 
12 oz Organic Columbian Roast $9 

12 oz Café Salvador Coffee $9 
12 oz Toffee Caramel Coffee $9 

12 oz Organic Breakfast Blend $8 
 
 

 

 
 

 

What Pampered Chef Contributes  
May 2022 

Total 
Fundraiser 

Sales* 
$200 - 

$649.99 $650+ 

% Donated  30% 45% 
$ Per 

Booking 
from 

Fundraiser 
$3 

Your 2022 Executive Committee 
And Council Members 

 
Cheryl Buck   President 
Chris Stevenson  Vice President 
Paula McIntyre  Secretary 
Corey Dornbrack  Treasurer 
 
Jennifer Porath  Sally Woller 
Sarah Rust   Bill Wengeler 
Leanne Schnabl   
Frank Van Alstine 
Melissa-Jean Stevenson 
 
 

mailto:terra@ststepehensucc.net
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May Mental Health Awareness 
 

May Mission: 
Tyler’s Playground and REBOOT  

 
Tyler’s Playground 

 
On December 29, 2017, Tammy Duwe lost her 
son to suicide. Tammy and her family have been 
shedding light to the weight that mental health 
struggles can hold on a person. 
 
To help open the conversation about mental 
health to her community and help other families 
deal with these hardships before they happen, 
Duwe put together a natural playground off 
Merrill’s Riverbend Trail. Over the last couple of 
years, the playground has expanded and future 
projects include a fully mulched playground, a 
wooden information center for substance abuse 
resources, a sandbox canoe, and buddy 
benches by the library area. 
 
Tyler’s Playground looks to give a safe place to 
talk about mental health and remember Tyler 
and all those who have lost their lives to suicide. 

REBOOT Recovery 
 

Trauma REBOOT is a 12-week, faith-based, 
peer-led course empowering everyday people 
to overcome trauma and embrace a brighter 
future. Through practical teaching and a 
supportive community, Trauma REBOOT can 
help you break free from the pain of your past 
and find renewed purpose and strength. 
 
The Merrill REBOOT program is open to 
veterans and their spouses, first responders, 
and any other member of the community looking 
to overcome trauma. 
 
For more information about REBOOT visit 
https://rebootrecovery.com/. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Raise Your Voice  
Awareness Walk 

Sunday, May 1, 2022 
 

Event will be held at the MARC in Merrill. Walk 
begins at 1:00 PM and ends with a silent 
auction, DJ, concessions and more! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Suicide Survivors Meetings  
 



THE INTERPRETER                       SAINT STEPHENS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST                       APRIL  2022 8 
 

 

Messy Church  May 15  
4 PM – 6 PM 

 
Great News for our Messy Church! 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church is joining us 
in Messy Church.  They will help host some of 
the Activity Stations and the meal.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to offer a St. Stephens 
UCC Extravagant Welcome to our siblings in 
Christ from down the road a bit.  Please come 
to our Messy Church events to offer that 
welcome and fellowship together as we deepen 
our faith and understanding of our mission 
together. 

 
Biblical Text: Exodus 13:20–22 
 
Theme: God is with us ALWAYS! 
 

How does this session help us to grow in 
Christ? Giving us ways to remember that God 
is with us always. 
Interested volunteers, please sign up on the 
website under Messy Church Volunteers or 

call the church office. 
 
Activity stations this month include:  
1. Giant pillars 
2. Sand tray play 
3. Cloud spotting 
4. Fiery clouds (s’mores) 
5. Den building. (Building a Sukka) 
6. Cloud in a jar 
7. Fire and cloud streamers 
8. Which way? 
9. Life map prayers 
10. Night light in a jar 
 
 
 

 

Needed from the Congregation:   
Cardboard tubes (Paper towel tubes) 
Large Cardboard Tubes (from carpet rolls, 
shipping tubes, large paper rolls, etc.)  
Curtain rings,  
glass jars (Mason or empty mayo or pickle 
glass jars.  
Battery operated tea lights 
A few dozen fairly straight branches in 6’ and 4’ 
lengths 
Rope for lashing branches together  
Go to https://messychurchusa.org for videos 
and more information about the international 
movement called Messy Church. 

Messy Church Core Values 
Christ Centered 

 

All Ages 
 

Creativity of all God’s children 
 

Hospitality 
 

Celebration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://messychurchusa.org/
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Still Water Gospel Quartet 
May 13 @ 6:30 PM 

 
Founded in 1994, this group of men has brought their 
unique talents and ministry to folks all across the 
country. God has used a combined musical 
experience of well over 100 years to mold and form 
the group into exactly what He needed. 
 
The Lord has blessed Still Water in many ways and 
has taken them many miles to deliver the message of 
Jesus Christ. A Still Water concert is far more than just 
rich vocals and wonderful arrangements; it is a time of 
spirit filled ministry. Their blend of traditional Southern 
Gospel stylings with modern harmonies has had an 
impact on audiences in just about every setting one 
could imagine. 
 
The concert will be held in the sanctuary at 6:30 PM.  
Good will offering will benefit the ministries of Saint 
Stephens.  
 
For more information about Still Water, visit their 
website https://www.stillwaterinc.org/. 

 
 
 

Does Your Spiritual House Need Spring Cleaning? 
 

Out with the old—in with the new. When we spring clean, our final step is to set out the garbage bag at 
the end of the driveway and eventually, it is taken away—forever. Think of spiritual cleaning as 
unloading the harmful thoughts, beliefs and unforgiveness. Removing them and allowing God to sweep 
them away. Establish a healthy prayer life to clean out the garbage that you carry. Unclutter your heart 
and make room for just Jesus. 
 

Just as items over time begin to creep back into your home, so might the cares of the world, 
deceitfulness, unforgiveness or a desire for “things.” Hence why a spiritual spring cleaning is 
always necessary. And don’t forget what John the Baptist also told the crowds in 
Luke: 

 
10 And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11 And he answered 
them, “Whoever has two tunics[b] is to share with him who has none, and whoever has 
food is to do likewise.” 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, 
“Teacher, what shall we do?” 13 And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are 
authorized to do.” 
 

I like that. “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” What would Jesus authorize when 
it comes to our spiritual walk with Him?   -km 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25028b
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         HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU! 

May BIRTHDAYS 

We want to acknowledge and celebrate your special 
birthdays! Send your church friends birthday wishes, 

whether in person, via email, or by sending one of those 
wonderful cards you can hold in your hands by mail! 

 
 
 
 

May 1 James Badeau 
May 1 Harriet Henrich 
May 1 Sandy Mosser 
May 2 Cheryl Ziemke-Fischer 
May 2 Gary Mosser 
May 2 Nila Oestreich 
May 2 Charles Reinhardt 
May 2 Janice Schiller 
May 2 Gavin Lemke 
May 3 Kevin Mootz 
May 3 Evie Roeske 
May 4 Madisen Weix 
May 4 Gary Wolff 
May 4 Sussie Osness 
May 4 Ethan Ravn 
May 5 Cindy Geiss 
May 5 Lavern Sabatke 
May 5 David Reist 
May 6 Amy Dinges 
May 6 Sara Rajek 
May 6 Britney Rajek 
May 6 Michelle Salter 
May 6 John Rathke 
May 6 Andy Ament 

May 7 Millie Burrows 
May 7 Dave Schwartzman 
May 7 Wayne Erickson 
May 8 Joann Sauer 
May 8 Evie Parks 
May 8 Holden Heckendorf 
May 9  Arabel Miller 
May 10 Zach Anderson 
May 11 Leah Zastrow 
May 12 Valerie Alft 
May 13 Chelsea Wengeler 
May 14 Alex Gehrke 
May 14 Dave Pyan 
May 15 Izabella Nelson 
May 15  Eugene Rowe 
May 15  Adison Clark 
May 15  Isla Golisch 
May 15  Isaak Clapper 
May 16  Barbara Golisch 
May 16  Tiffany Peterson 
May 16  Matthew Buck 
May 17  Joseph Rodemeier 
May 17  Peter Schuetze 
May 18  Elizabeth Veith 

May 19  Robert Hoeft 
May 19  Theresa Garcia 
May 20  Garrett Schulz 
May 21  Kaitlin Bonnell 
May 22  Hugh Hanig 
May 22  Cole Breaman 
May 24  Paul Buck 
May 24  Delores Bunge 
May 24  Jillette Hanson 
May 24  Cory Eisner 
May 25  Sandra Beaudry 
May 25  Mary Peters 
May 27  Todd Osness 
May 27  Lincoln Zerbe 
May 29  James Krueger 
May 29  Alisha Scantlin 
May 29  Kelly Wallace 
May 29  Matt Brock 
May 30 Carol Weber 
May 30 Jennifer Brooks 
May 31 Jill Reinhardt 
May 31 Khloe Rajek 
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Special Gifts for May Interpreter: 
Received through March 21 – April 24th 

     Dedicated to the glory of God and… 
  
Endowment Fund  
 $1038.85 made possible by the Harry and Betty Osness Fund 
  
One Great Hour of Sharing  
 $25.00 in memory of Elroy Lemke from Gay & Sally Oberg 
 
Radio Ministry 
 $190.00 in memory of parents Marvin & Delores Hass, on Easter from Kris Smith 
 $190.00 in memory of Roger Nelson from Mari Nelson 
 $190.00 in memory of Les Sabatke; husband, father, grandfather, and great grandfather, 
     from Pearl Sabatke and family 
 $190.00 in memory of Selma & George Henrich from Holly & Lynn Henrich 
 $190.00 in appreciation for the radio broadcast I listen to weekly from Maralee Moellendorf 
 
Memorials 
 $15.00 in memory of Mike Perry from Linda Hass 
 $15.00 in memory of Rich Dabbert from Linda Hass 
 $20.00 in memory of Elroy Lemke from Lois Latzig 
 $50.00 in memory of my husband Bob for his April 8 birthday from Kathy Turner 
 $1000.00 in memory of Delores Bunge from Alvin Bunge 
  
Stained Glass Window Repair 
 $50.00 in memory of mom, Lillian Zimmerman, for her May 14 birthday from Alice Ziemke 
 $30.00 in memory of Richard Dabbert from Bob & Lana Odegard  
 $50.00 in memory of mothers for Mother’s Day, Lillian Zimmerman and Emily Ziemke, 
     from Alice Ziemke 
 $25.00 in memory of Mike Mosser from Carol Plautz 
 $50.00 in memory of Elroy Lemke from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $50.00 in memory of Heinie from Bill & Carol Weber 
 $25.00 in memory of loved ones at Easter from Kathy Turner 
 $50.00 in memory of husband Willie Detert from Sharon Detert 
 $98.00 in memory of my mother, Bernice Perry’s, 98th birthday, April 19 from Randy Perry and  

Diane. 
 $100.00 in honor of Nancy’s birthday from Dave & Nancy Bagley 
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