
THE INTERPRETER 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 & Fri 8-3:30 

Ministers: The Congregation 
Minister to the Ministers: 
Rev. Michael Southcombe, Senior Pastor 

                       
 
 

   Ash Wednesday 
 

     10 AM in the Sanctuary 
    Imposition of ashes 

 

     5 PM in Fellowship Hall 
Soup and bread dinner 

 

     6 PM in the Sanctuary 
Imposition of ashes. 

Choir and Chime Choir  
 

Every Wednesday in Lent 
Through April 6 

“Perfect Love Casts Out Fear” 
10am Service 

Soup and Bread supper at 5pm 
6pm Service 

 
 

A Different Kind of Lent 
 Lent is traditionally a time to give something up (smoking, junk food, coffee) 
or to take on a new spiritual discipline (daily prayer, reading a daily devotional, 
setting aside money for a Lenten offering). I have written Lenten “pastor’s columns” 
advocating both. 
 This year I am suggesting something completely different for Lent. This Lent, 
I encourage us all to adopt a spirit of listening, active listening, and not responding, 
and reaching out to friends for meaningful conversations. I encourage this 
especially after 2 articles that recently came across my newsfeed. 
 First, lonely people have a 3 times greater incidence of dementia. And for 

those without dementia, loneliness is correlated with poorer executive function. All of this according to 
a long-term study published by Joel Salinas, MD. MBA, MSc, a neurologist at NYU Grossman School 
of Medicine in New York City and his colleagues. You can read the article here. 
 As quoted on MedPage Today: "The body treats loneliness as a state of threat and responds by 
activating defensive systems like the sympathetic nervous system, which in turn prompts the immune 
system to enhance inflammation," according to Steve Cole, PhD, of the University of California 
Los Angeles. "That's one pathway by which social isolation could accelerate the progression of 
Alzheimer's disease and other inflammation-related chronic diseases.”  
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. . . or where you are on life’s 
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https://n.neurology.org/content/early/2022/02/07/WNL.0000000000200039
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 Second, an article from Michael Frost at churchleaders.com about “The Lonely Crowd.” Frost 
cites multiple works over the course of 4 decades that trace the decline of deep personal relationships 
in our social organizations, including churches. 
 In 1985, the most common number of friends with whom people would discuss matters that were 
important to them was 3. By 2004 the most common number was “0.” In 1985, only 10% indicated they 
had no one they could talk to; by 2004 that 25%, one fourth of the people around us, had no friends they 
could trust as confidants. 
 Frost points out that we are not good listeners. He advocates for churches to offer training in 
active listening. We have become so polarized and entrenched in our religious, political, and other 
divides that we listen just enough to respond. Active listening, however, goes much deeper. Active 
listening leads to understanding. 
 Active listening leads to awareness of similarities and seeks empathy rather than listening just 
enough to respond with correction, complaint, or advice. Active listening trusts that the Holy Spirit will 
lead both listeners to a better understanding of how best to proceed—whether with a family or personal 
problem or a church concern. 
  In this post-Covid world, we have become even more isolated than in the studies Frost cites.  
Loneliness, separation from family members, skipped holiday celebrations, wedding receptions put on 
hold and funerals for which family members could not travel or attend have all contributed to our sense 
of loneliness—and grief. 
 In a review of studies in November 2021 by Tori DeAngelis published by the American 
Psychological Association, rates of anxiety and depression in American adults was 4 times higher in 
November 2021 than in 2019 before the pandemic. 
 This nation, our friends and neighbors, this church and any church that is being honest with itself, 
needs a time of healing, of listening to one another’s’ stories. 
 We need to stop pretending all those clicks on Facebook are actual friends and cultivate the kinds 
of deep, trusting friendships we used to have, and some of us are still fortunate to have today. 
 God had it right on Pentecost when the Holy Spirit drew us together to be the church.  Jesus did 
not send us out to go it alone—rather, the Spirit moves us together to share one another’s burdens and 
magnify one another’s joys.  We do the work of the church together. 
 So, this Lent, I am suggesting you eat whatever you usually eat. Pray and read devotionals 
according to your usual habits. 
 Let active listening and reaching out to listen be your Lenten sacrifice this year. Dare to offer the 
vulnerability that deep, long lasting friendships require. Boldly offer forgiveness to reestablish frayed 
relationships. On Easter morning, let us go to the empty tomb together as friends, just as the women 
and the disciples went together before us. 
 
 
  

 
 
 

715-536-7322 |        903 E. 2nd St., Merrill, Wisconsin 54452  |     ststephensucc.net 
 

 Rev. Mike Southcombe Senior Minister mike@ststephensucc.net 
 Terra Holdridge Administrative Director terra@ststephensucc.net  
 Timothy Ruprecht Facilities Manager timothy@ststephensucc.net  
 Kimberly McCaskill Administrative Assistant kimberly@ststephensucc.net  
 Abrielle Tiffany  Music Director abrielle@ststephensucc.net   
 Darlene Johnson Organist Call the church office 

Some stock photographs in this issue are courtesy of Clip Art, Pixabay and Unsplash.  www.pixabay.com  www.unsplash.com 
www.clipart-library.com  

https://www.apa.org/monitor/2021/11/numbers-depression-anxiety
https://www.apa.org/monitor/2021/11/numbers-depression-anxiety
mailto:mike@ststephensucc.net
mailto:terra@ststephensucc.net
mailto:timothy@ststephensucc.net
mailto:kimberly@ststephensucc.net
mailto:abrielle@ststephensucc.net
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March 2 – Ash Wednesday 
March 10 –Visiting Team Meeting 
March 13 – Messy Church 4 PM – 6 PM 
March 27 – Confirmation Class 
 

*Choir practice Wednesdays at 6:45 PM 
 

*Adult Bible Study Thursdays at 5 PM 
 

*Chime Choir practice Thursdays at 6 PM  
 

 
 

March Green Team 
Tip: 

March is here and with 
warmer weather, it’s a great 

time to think about spring cleaning. A great 
way to start greening up your home is to 
make your own cleaners for just about any 
job around the house. Basic ingredients 
like vinegar, salt, baking soda, or lemon 
can all be used to make different kinds of 
cleaners for windows, brass, drains, silver 
polish, and even rust remover. If you’re 
starting to phase out chemical-filled house 
cleaners, March is a great month to start 
making your own. 
Check out this link for homemade cleaner 
ideas: https://www.bhg.com/homekeeping/house-

cleaning/cleaning-products-tools/homemade-cleaners/ 

 

 
 

World Day of Prayer   
March 4, 2022 

March Radio Broadcasts 

are sponsored by: 
 

 
March 6: In honor of Marilyn Rathke’s 88th 
birthday from family. 
 
March 13: In memory of our parents from Brian 
& Linda Plautz. 
 
March 20: In memory of Gerald Henrich, from 
Harriet Henrich. 
 
March 27: In memory of Betty Krause’s 92nd 
birthday from Dan & Betty Krause and Mark & 
Sally Woller. 
 

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships: 

April 10,17 
 

If you would like to sponsor an available 
broadcast, call 715-536-7322 or email: 
church@ststephensucc.net.  
 

If you would like us to post a picture of the loved 
one you are remembering or honoring in your 
sponsorship, email a picture or bring one to the 
office for scanning at least a week before the 
Sunday sponsored. We will post the 
sponsorship notice on Saturday on Facebook 
and remind people to tune in to worship on 
Sunday morning.  

 

 

Food Pantry Collection Bags 
 

We have again a collection of fillable blue bags 
hanging in the narthex for food pantry 
donations. The bags are to be returned on 
Communion Sunday (first Sunday of the month). 
Please take as you will, and with a generous 
spirit, fill with food and hygiene 
items that can be distributed at 
the food pantry. Thank you for 
your continued support.

https://www.bhg.com/homekeeping/house-cleaning/cleaning-products-tools/homemade-cleaners/
https://www.bhg.com/homekeeping/house-cleaning/cleaning-products-tools/homemade-cleaners/
mailto:church@ststephensucc.net
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January Financials 
 

January Donations:  $24,109.28 
January Expenses: $31,499.06 
January Net Loss: $7,389.78 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated to Food 
for Kids for the monthly mission. The church 
raised $1435 throughout the month and $196 
for the Noisy Offering.  
 

 
 

 
We will be having soup suppers every 
Wednesday at 5 PM. We are looking for 
volunteers to help serve and clean. Please sign 
up on the sheet in the lobby or call the church 
office. And thank you Nancy Reinhardt-Porath 
for taking the lead on this weekly event and 
preparing the soup and bread for us. 
 

 
 

 

Daylight Saving 
Time Begins 

March 13, 2022! 
 
 

Find more Dave Nelson comics, subscribe or order books at 
www.findingelim.com. Used by permission. 

 

http://www.findingelim.com/
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March Mission: 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

 
 

How Far Will You Go to Let Love Flow? 
 
How far are you willing to go so that your family 
will not thirst? For Namanu Macharia, that 
distance was twelve miles. Twelve miles of 
walking with her children; twelve miles of the 
heat beating down on them; twelve miles of 
carrying empty five-gallon containers to retrieve 
water, then rolling those containers back to her 
home.  
 
The prophet Isaiah declares that God’s people 
will neither hunger nor thirst. But for those living 
near Merille, in Kenya’s Marsabit County, 
hunger and thirst were a daily concern as water 
scarcity is a huge problem in this arid desert 
region. Obtaining water was once a crippling 
daily challenge, especially for the women and 
children responsible for walking long distances 
in search of streams and ponds. Even when 
they found precious sources, the water they 
brought home was contaminated, often making 
their families sick. Between illness and the 
sheer amount of time it took every day to find 
water, families were caught in a vicious cycle of 
increasing hunger and poverty. 
 
That was the situation until our partners and the 
community drilled a solar-powered borehole 
well and installed a water system. 
 
Water kiosks like the one in Merille function like 
small shops, where people pay a modest fee for 

clean water. That money covers the operating 
and maintenance costs of the water system, 
ensuring it will be around for a long time to 
come, and available whenever they need water. 
In addition to the 2,850 community members 
who use the kiosk, it also serves two schools, 
the local livestock market, and a health center 
which serves more than 4,800 people! 
Namanu still walks from her home to retrieve 
water, but now, the entire journey is less than 
one-third mile to the kiosk and back. “I can leave 
my food cooking, fetch water, and be back on 
time,” she says. The new water system in 
Merille is a huge step forward in the fight against 
hunger, illness, and poverty in the area. For 
Namanu and thousands of her neighbors, it 
means freedom and peace of mind. 
 
How far are you willing to go so that people in 
water-scarce regions no longer need to walk 
twelve miles to receive God’s promise of a life 
without hunger or thirst? The journey begins 
with One Great Hour of Sharing. Your generous 
gift supports life giving water. Let your love flow.  
 
Source: https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-
churchs-wider-mission/one-great-hour-of-sharing/ 

 
Please use the monthly mission line on your 
giving envelopes, write OGHS on our general 
giving envelopes, or donate our website under 
OGHS.  
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Messy Church March  13  

4 PM – 6 PM 
 

Great News for our Messy Church! 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church is joining us 
in Messy Church.  They will help host some of 
the Activity Stations and the meal.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to offer a St. Stephens 
UCC Extravagant Welcome to our siblings in 
Christ from down the road a bit.  Please come 
to our March (and future) Messy Church events 
to offer that welcome and fellowship together as 
we deepen our faith and understanding of our 
mission together. 

 

Biblical Text: Matthew 26:17–30 
 

Theme: The Last Supper 
 

How does this session help us to 
grow in Christ?  
As families we do all sorts of 
different things together that are ‘our 

thing’. No doubt we can all think of dozens of 
traditions, big or small, that mark us out as us. 
In the Church we have a few similar activities, 
and the sharing of bread and wine is one of 
those incredibly important reminders of who we 
are. By sharing in the story of the Last Supper, 
and partaking in the activity that Christ called us 
to remember him by, we grow deeper into God’s 
family and, as we grow together, we also grow 
up into God. Remembering Christ’s sacrifice 
helps us grow in gratitude to him and in 
relationship with the God who created us. 
 

Interested volunteers, please sign up on the 
website under Messy Church Volunteers or 

call the church office. 
 

Activity stations include:  
1. Tasty flatbread 
2.  Squashy Grapes 
3.  Printing a Communion Table Tablecloth 
4.  Dry Erase Forgiveness 
5. Glittering Goblets 
6. Bread Puzzles 
7. Grace Cubes 
8. Welcome Signs 
9. Sour Faces 
 
Meal: Shepherd’s pie and Chicken pot pie, 
fruit, and fruit salad for dessert 
 

Please sign up to attend on our website so we 
know how much food to make. We look forward 
to seeing you as we dive into a hands-on 
approach to worship.  

Go to https://messychurchusa.org for videos 
and more information about the international 
movement called Messy Church. 

Messy Church Core Values 

Christ Centered 
Our activities help people explore their faith 

and learn about Jesus 
 

All Ages 
Messy Church is for all ages to explore and 
grow together and all activities should be 

accessible to all ages. 
 

Creativity 
Messy Church uses hands-on activities to 

explore Bible stories, reflect a God of creativity 
and give people a chance to play together. 

 

Hospitality 
Messy Church reflects a God of unconditional 
love and is a church for people outside of a 

traditional church, providing an oasis of 
welcome and a safe place in which to thrive. 
Messy Church is about hospitality, expressed 
most evidently by eating together- whether it’s 

a full course meal or pizza. 
 

Celebration 
Messy Church reflects a God of joy who 

wants all of God’s people to have life in all its 
fullness. 

https://messychurchusa.org/
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In 2006, the UCC church in Wallingford, 
Connecticut began sending coffee to one of 
their members serving as a military Chaplain in 
Afghanistan. Since that humble beginning, Holy 
Joe’s Cafe has grown to serve billions of cups of 
coffee, opened over 300 coffee houses around 
the world, mainly in the Middle East but also in 
Africa, Europe, Navy ships, and NATO 
hospitals. These coffee houses give the 
chaplains a place to sit and talk with the troops 
in an informal atmosphere. 
 
Equal Exchange Fairly Traded Coffee is 
available for purchase in the Kuck Lounge (also 
in the office). Proceeds to benefit Holy Joe’s 
Cafe  

Available for Purchase: 

12 oz Organic Columbian Roast $9 
12 oz Café Salvador Coffee $9 
12 oz Toffee Caramel Coffee $9 

12 oz Organic Breakfast Blend $8 
 
 

 
 

 

Sunday March 27, 5-7pm 
NOTE Change in date 

 
Finish Sophomore class presentations.  
Read Part 5 
Read supplemental UCC history provided. 
Sophomore class presents “Hidden Histories” 
 

 

 

Your 2022 Executive Committee 
And Council Members 

 
Cheryl Buck   President 
Chris Stevenson  Vice President 
Paula McIntyre  Secretary 
Corey Dornbrack  Treasurer 
 
Jennifer Porath  Sally Woller 
Mike Moellendorf   Sarah Rust  
Leanne Schnabl  Bill Wengeler 
Frank Van Alstine 
Melissa-Jean Stevenson 
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         HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

TO YOU! 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

We want to acknowledge and celebrate your special 
birthdays! Send your church friends birthday wishes, 

whether in person, via email, or by sending one of those 
wonderful cards you can hold in your hands by mail! 

 

 

Mar 1 Barbara Bonnell 

Mar 1 Morgan Schwartzman 

Mar 2 Jessica Kremsreiter 

Mar 2 Mary Maluegge 

Mar 2 Lynelle Sampo 

Mar 3 Maria Godleske 

Mar 3 Gerald Oestreich 

Mar 3 Mia Hanson 

Mar 3 Rob Koebe 

Mar 3 Mark Gebert 

Mar 4 Sarah Rust 

Mar 5 Beth Badeau 

Mar 5 Mary Ann Forster 

Mar 5 Becky Kludy 

Mar 5 Stephanie Lawrie 

Mar 5 Nicole Soberg 

Mar 6 Mark Heckendorf 

Mar 6 Dennis Koehler 

Mar 6 Eunice Schubert 

Mar 6 Alice Ziemke 

Mar 7 Roland Hall 

Mar 7 Jolene Plautz 

Mar 7 Marilyn Rathke 

Mar 7 Susan Swanson 

Mar 7 Gavin Gruling 

Mar 8 Kelly Natzke 

Mar 8 Gloria Schenzel 

Mar 8 Zachary Ziemke 

Mar 8 Marylin Culbert 

Mar 9 James Kressel 

 Mar 9 Gail Scantlin 

 Mar 9 Deliah McDaniel 

 Mar 9 Laney Kultgen 

 Mar 9 Peter Fry 

 Mar 9 Blake Hardin 

 Mar 9 Mitchell Badeau 

Mar 10 Steven Erdmann 

Mar 10 Brandon Amelse 

Mar 10  Kolbie Shimel 

Mar 10  Lisa Gebert 

Mar 11  Debra Lupton 

Mar 11  Nancy Reinhardt-Porath 

Mar 11  Kylie Roberge 

Mar 12  Paula McIntyre 

Mar 12  Andy Koehler 

Mar 13  Dimitri Alft 

Mar 15  Jacob Beyer 

Mar 15  Marie Ament 

Mar 15  Sydney Brandenburg 

Mar 16  Keary Hanig 

Mar 16  Braiden Nelson 

Mar 16  Amanda McDaniel 

Mar 16  Ava Salter 

Mar 16  Jamie Schmeltzer 

Mar 17  Judy Heath 

Mar 19  Diane Wolff 

Mar 19  Aaron Schnabl 

Mar 19  Connor Stender 

Mar 19  Justin Pyan 

Mar 20  Eunice Berndt 

Mar 20  Darlene Johnson 

Mar 20  Brittany Bloch 

Mar 22  Steven Hanson 

Mar 22  Donna Petruzates 

Mar 22  Meghan Sampo 

Mar 22  Joanne Wengeler 

Mar 23 Lola Klug 

Mar 23 Jim Nelson 

Mar 23 Grant Collins 

Mar 24 Carol Leavitt 

Mar 24 Maxwell Markee 

Mar 25 Randy Schlueter 

Mar 25 Ryan Wilding 

Mar 25 Lea Kultgen 

Mar 26 Scott Wallace 

Mar 27 Hope Golisch 

Mar 28 Lisa Sturm 

Mar 28 Same Burrows 

Mar 28 Lee Ann Harbath 

Mar 28 Natalie Podeweltz 

Mar 28 Jordan Natzke 

Mar 29 Jamie Rousseau 

Mar 29 Lynn Henrich 

Mar 29 Lynette Trapp 

Mar 29 Avery Frisch 

Mar 31 Betty Krause 

Mar 31 Vicky Leavitt 
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Special Gifts for March Interpreter: 
Received though February 14th 

     Dedicated to the glory of God and… 
NOW! 
 $10.00 in memory of Walter Berndt for his birthday from Gary and Jill Mosser 
 $10.00 in memory of Patsy Woller from Jill Mosser 
 $25.00 in memory of my dad, Henry Kienbaum, for his February 24 birthday from the Rice 

family 

Radio Ministry   

 $190.00 in honor of Marilyn Rathke for her 88th birthday from her family 
 $200.00 in memory of Gerald Henrich from Harriet Henrich 

Memorials 

 $10.00 in memory of Ewald Katke from Phyllis Reinhardt 
 $10.00 in memory of Herb Falk from Phyllis Reinhardt 
 $10.00 in memory of Herb Falk from Lois Wold 
 $50.00 in memory of Nancy Walsh from John & Debra Meyer 
 $25.00 in memory of Nancy Walsh from Gerald & Joan Koch 
 $200.00 in memory of Harold & Barbara Hopp from Bert & Darcia Hopp, Michael & Kristina Brown, 
  Eric Hopp, and Jaclyn Kinze 
 $25.00 in memory of Robert Koth from Harriet Henrich 

Fellowship Appliance Fund 

 $1000.00 in memory of my parents Jerry Jacobson Sr and Lois Jacobson 

Stained Glass Window Repair 

 $10.00 in memory of Patricia Woller from Carol Plautz 
 $10.00 in memory of Ewald Katke from Carol Plautz 
 $10.00 in memory of Mike Perry from Carol Plautz 
 $20.00 in memory of Michael Perry from Dave & Emily Schwartzman 
 $50.00 in memory of Don Wold from Lois Wold 
 $1000.00 in memory of my parents Jerry Jacobson Sr and Lois Jacobson 
 $20.00 in memory of Herb Falk from Peggy Boehm 
 $10.00 in memory of Nancy Walsh from Faye Meier 
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Koth from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $40.00 in memory of Ewald Katke from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $100.00 in memory of my brother, Mike Perry, from Randy Perry 
 $20.00 in memory of Ewald Katke from Mike & Sue Kunkel 
 $20.00 in memory of Ewald Katke from Dennis & Sharon Woller 
 $50.00 in memory of Mike Perry from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $50.00 in memory of Harold Hopp from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $25.00 in memory of Harold Hopp from Kristine Smith 
 $20.00 in memory of Harold Hopp from Gay & Sally Oberg 
 $25.00 in memory of Harold Hopp from Pat Schulz 
 $50.00 in memory of mother-in-law Emily Ziemke for her Feb 26 birthday from Alice Ziemke 
 $50.00 in memory of Dad, Ed Zimmerman, for his Feb 13th birthday from daughter Alice Ziemke 
 $50.00 in memory of Ewald Katke from Ronald and Walter Prey 
 $20.00 in memory of Mike Perry from Dan & Patsy Pick 
 $20.00 in memory of Harold Hopp from Dan & Patsy Pick 
 $50.00 in memory of Ewald Katke from Dan & Patsy Pick 
 $50.00 in memory of Pat Woller from Carol Garcia 
 $50.00 in memory of Harlan Leistikow from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $50.00 in memory of my father-in-law, Albert Ziemke Sr., for his March 13 birthday 
  from Alice Ziemke 
 $150.00 in memory of my husband, Norm Ziemke, who passed away March 26, 2020 
  from Alice Ziemke 



 

 

 
 


