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  No matter who you are . . . 
. . . or where you are on life’s 

journey, YOU are welcome here. 

REMINDER: 
Summer Office Hours 

Monday- Thursday 8 AM – 3:30 PM 
Friday 8 AM – 1 PM 

Please join us in congratulating this year’s confirmation 
students! 

 
Anna Bowe 

Emerson Iwen 
Isaak Clapper 
Ethan Ravn 

Jacob Walsh 
 
 

Pentecost Sunday 
June 5 at 9am 

 
“Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, 

for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 
– Joshua 1:9 

mailto:mike@ststephensucc.net
mailto:terra@ststephensucc.net
mailto:kimberly@ststephensucc.net
http://www.clipart-library.com*/
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The summer before we moved here to Merrill, the deer in the woods 
around the neighborhood had their own little Covid baby boom. 
 A neighbor was walking through our back yard calling out the name of his 
errant beagle, “Sadie! Come!”  Sadie, however, was nowhere in sight. 
       They had been walking off leash because she was usually very good, 
but this time she chased a yearling into the woods.   

 He had been searching for an hour and was ready to sit for a while.  Just as he sat, Sadie 
came bolting out of the woods, tail wagging and leaping around the backyard.  Then the yearling 
came out of the woods and stood there.  The dog barked at the deer and then both dived back 
through the thicket and were off running again. 
 They came out of the woods on the other side of our yard and ran back and forth along the 
fenced area of the neighbor’s patio, taunting the 2 dogs inside the enclosure.  The deer and the 
beagle ran a few laps across our yard, chased each other around the holly tree, and then back into 
the woods.  They alternated who was chasing who.  
 The duo made their way through the woods around the neighborhood.  We saw them come 
out and run through the yard across the street and into the next block.  My neighbor got in his truck 
and started searching again.  
 The beagle and the yearling were, and this is a word we do not use enough anymore, 
frolicking. 
 They were frolicking. 
 That is such a joyful word.  It speaks of innocence before prejudices and fears take over young 
hearts and distort our community and world. 
 Gamboling sounds too dignified, too organized like something students at a boarding school 
might have to schedule. 
 Frolicking is a “Who cares what others think” kind of word, carefree and spontaneous. 
 It speaks of summer, it has a joyful, lilting sound to it.  Just saying it takes us back to innocent, 
childlike times before self-consciousness is ground into us, of dancing in the rain, splashing in 
puddles, using our bodies to make oddly shaped shadows on a sunny day, unabashedly playing 
secret agent games—darting out of bushes, screened-in porches and lurking under the cover of a 
weeping willow.  
 Yes, “frolic” is about the best summer word there is, I think. 
 God bless the creatures that remind us of what it is to have a frolicking good summer without 
judgment or fear of the “other.” 
 There are wonderful videos on the internet of dogs nursing orphaned fawns, mother cats 
looking after puppies and an elephant and a dog who are best friends https://youtu.be/cBtFTF2ii7U. 
 At the end of that last video, CBS reporter Steve Hartman asks, “Just two living creatures who 
have somehow managed to look past their immense differences.  Take a good look America.  Take a 
good look world.  If they can do it, what is our excuse?” 
  I am sure, at some point, an older deer taught the yearling to avoid dogs, they are descended 
from wolves, after all.  The instinct to fear serves an evolutionary benefit, even as it isolates us, one 
from another. 
 And Sadie may have seen a large buck as a bit threatening to a small dog. 
 For a while, though, the beagle and the yearling frolicked in the woods.  It is not quite the “lion 
shall lie down with the lamb” new creation sort of joy but it was a glimpse of that new creation and a 
seed of that joy. 
 May your summer be filled with such glimpses, reminders of God’s promises and of the 
reconciliation of all creation to God the Creator through Christ. 
 And why not get a few friends together and play a game of Tag or Hide ‘n Seek?   Jump in 
some mud puddles and dance in the rain. If the neighbors laugh, you will know that God is smiling. 
 Have a frolicking good summer! 
 

https://youtu.be/cBtFTF2ii7U
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Youth Group Meeting 
And Pie Making Project 

 
Who:  Youth currently in or entering 

high school 
What:  Making Pies for Father’s Day 

fundraiser 
When:  Saturday, June 18, 4pm—Until 

the pies are done 
What else: Pizza after the pies 
 
While we are making pies, we’ll set some dates 
for hiking the trail at Grandfather Falls, a day of 
fun at Council Grounds State Park and some 
mission projects and other fundraising 
opportunities we can do in the summer. 

Pies For Sale - $16 
The Sr. High Youth 
Group is planning 
some fun, some 
missions, and some 
service to the church.  
Our first fundraiser in 
quite a while will also 

save you from peeling, dough rolling or thawing, 
and a lot of clean up. 

We will be making Apple, Cherry, 
Strawberry Rhubarb, and Blueberry, for $16 
each. Order forms will be at the church. 

 
Starting June 5, Pentecost 

We will begin worship during the summer from about 5 minutes 
to 9 with some “Gathering Music”-- popular, short, easy to sing 
songs that will draw us into praiseful worship. The radio ministry 
tells people they are joining a worship service in progress which 
they will now be doing. 
From the gathering music, we will go right into our usual worship 
service. We will move the announcements to after the first hymn 
so everyone, latecomers, and radio audience alike will hear 
them. 
The quiet, contemplative prelude music will simply become part 
of a time for silent prayer in the prayer part of our service.  
Pastor Mike will also forego the Alb during the summer to stay 
a bit cooler. Come and enjoy a slightly more relaxed style of 
worship, an island of calm and contemplation in a hectic 
summer. 

 

Thawing? 
Oh, Grandma, 
say it ain’t so!! 
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June 5 – Confirmation Sunday  
June 12 – Messy Church 4 PM – 6 PM 
June 18- Youth Group Pie Making, 4pm 
June 23 – Brewers Game  
June 26 – New Members Class 
 

 
Greetings from the Green 
Team. Over the past couple of 
years, the team has shared 
energy saving tips that we felt 
could be of help in combating 
climate change. Those tips 

were items that team members had discovered 
as they went through literature on this topic. The 
team thought it might be enjoyable for church 
members to read about what team members are 
doing personally in their own homes. So, the 
team has put together a list of their own tips 
which will be included in coming Interpreter’s 
We hope that you find these interesting and if 
inclined church members can forward any tips 
that they might use in their own homes back to 
the team through Terra. Please note we are not 
publishing the names of household associated 
with the tip. Thank you and we hope you enjoy 
reading these tips. – The Green Team 
 

Tip: We compost 
our kitchen 

vegetable waste 
and use it to help 

fertilize our 
vegetable 
gardens! 

 

June Radio Broadcasts are 
sponsored by: 

June 5: In memory of Roger Nelson for what 
would have been our 55th wedding anniversary 
from Mari Nelson 
 
June 19: In memory of Elmer Frederick on what 
would have been our 74th wedding anniversary 
from Phyllis Frederick 
 
 

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships: 
June 12 and 26 

 
If you would like to sponsor an available 
broadcast, call 715-536-7322 or email: 
church@ststephensucc.net.  
 

If you would like us to post a picture of the loved 
one you are remembering or honoring in your 
sponsorship, email a picture or bring one to the 
office for scanning at least a week before the 
Sunday sponsored. We will post the 
sponsorship notice on Saturday on Facebook 
and remind people to tune in to worship on 
Sunday morning.  

June 19 
 

mailto:church@ststephensucc.net
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June Mission 
Strengthen the Church 

 

 
 
The last two years have told a remarkable story 
about the resilience of our churches and their 
leaders.  
This has been hard.  
Leaders are tired.  
Leaders are anxious.  
Leaders are beleaguered.  
Leaders are traumatized.  
But every day, and in countless ways, leaders in 
the church demonstrate the power of faith in the 
risen Christ as they embody the spirit of Paul 
himself who wrote that we will 'rejoice in all 
circumstances' and 'we do not grieve as those 
who have no hope.'  
Two years into this pandemic, we struggle to 
name a more devastating season through which 
we have all lived. And yet still we see signs of life 
and resilience and ingenuity and growth and 
enduring hope.  
There are stories of how college students left for 
college and for the first time since anyone can 
remember they were still able to worship every 
week with their home church.  
One church noticed their members were 
struggling with a variety of mental health issues. 
They brought a counselor on to their staff who set 
up an office in the church to provide therapeutic 
care to them. The pastor noticed that neighbors 
who had never been to the church were also 
suffering - and the counselor began to meet 
regularly with them as well. Now, there is a full 
time mental health specialist on staff who serves 
not just the church, but the neighborhood.  
 
 

Many of our settings are reporting that their 
giving rose in 2021, a sign that even in the midst 
of deep sorrow our better angels emerge with a 
desire to support those who suffer and those who 
care for the suffering.  
Churches that feared losing all their members 
when we all quarantined learned how to connect 
virtually for pastoral visitation, prayer, worship, 
and fellowship. They not only didn't lose their 
members, many grew by finding an audience who 
were only ever going to be found in the virtual 
spaces they occupy and find safe.  
Our churches remain strong in the Lord.  
All that we do to Strengthen Our Churches 
extends the kingdom of God. Preaching the gospel 
is our collective calling. Even a raging global 
pandemic cannot suppress either our desire or 
ability preach that gospel, nor the Spirit's ability 
to change lives when we do.  
Won't you please help sustain the mission of the 
risen Christ, and Strengthen the Church with your 
offering of love, prayer, and generosity? 
 
John C. Dorhauer 
General Minister and President 
United Church of Christ 
 

 

 
**Strengthen the Church Envelopes 
will be available on Sundays 
throughout June! You will also be able 
to give online for Strengthen the 
Church. 
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June 23 
 
 
The bus will load at 7:45 AM and depart at 8:00 
AM. Parking for the day will be available in the 
church parking lot across the street. There will 
be a handicap drop-off point. If you plan to 
tailgate, please bring your supplies and they can 
be stored under the bus. The game will start at 
1:10 PM! We will arrive back to Merrill between 
7:30 PM - 8:00 PM.  
 
 

 
New Oven for Fellowship 

 
 
 
 
 

The new convection oven is finally here! We 
are excited to be able to put it to use for Dinner 

at Five, Messy Church, the Summer Lunch 
Program, and much more!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to all of the 

scholarship recipients! Blessings 
on your upcoming school year. 

 
Edward H. Staats and Mary Staats 

Memorial Scholarship  
 

Emma Golisch 
Sara Rajek 

Paige Plautz 
David Golisch 
Molly Seidler 

Jacob Schnabl 
Angela Hinner 

Bailey Iwen 
Lydia McIntyre 

 
 

Sholund Estate Scholarship 
 

Lydia McIntyre 
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Equal Exchange Fairly Traded Coffee is 
available for purchase in the Kuck Lounge (also 
in the office). Proceeds to benefit Holy Joe’s 
Café—coffee and conversation for military.  

 
Available for Purchase: 

12 oz Organic Columbian Roast $9 
12 oz Café Salvador Coffee $9 

12 oz Toffee Caramel Coffee $9 
12 oz Organic Breakfast Blend $8 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
We will have a light lunch for people interested 
in joining St. Stephens UCC as voting members 
on June 26 after worship. 
 
Come with your questions, hopes and dreams! 
 
We will get acquainted and go over some history 
of the UCC and St. Stephens. Please let Pastor 
Mike know you are interested in joining.This 
gathering will last no longer than 2 hours. 

 
 
 
 

Summer Lunch Program 
The Summer Lunch program will 
run from June 6 – August 26 this 
year. Saint Stephens will be 
serving on Tuesdays from 11:30 
AM – 1:00 PM.  If you are 
interested in volunteering for the 
Summer Lunch program, please 

sign up at ststephensucc.net or by calling the 
church office.  
 

April Financials 
Revenue: $32,779.46 
Expenses: $35,076.54 
Net Loss: $2,297.08 

 
The congregation raised $985 for Haven in 

April. 
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Fundraising Opportunity 

for Saint Stephens 
Saint Stephens has the opportunity to earn 
$3,000 for the church by volunteering durning 
the fair! We need to have all the volunteer slots 
filled by June 15.. We need to be certain we can 
do this or we must decline the offer.  
More details and sign ups are available on 
the church website. 
 

 

Save the Date!! 
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Messy Church  June 12  
4 PM – 6 PM 

 
Great News for our Messy Church! 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church is joining us 
in Messy Church.  They will help host some of 
the Activity Stations and the meal.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to offer a St. Stephens 
UCC Extravagant Welcome to our siblings in 
Christ from down the road a bit.  Please come 
to our Messy Church events to offer that 
welcome and fellowship together as we deepen 
our faith and understanding of our mission 
together. 

 
Biblical Text: Acts 2: 1-5, 12 
 
Theme: The Holy Spirit Comes at 
Pentecost 

 
How does this session help us to grow in 
Christ?  
We learn more about the love of Jesus as we 
understand how the Holy Spirit unites us. The 
wind, fire and language images of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost help us understand the 
invisible power of God changing the world. At 
Pentecost we celebrate the joy while 
remembering the same Spirit that came at 
Pentecost, is with us today. We celebrate the 
many ways people from all over the world are 
united through the Holy Spirit. 
 
Interested volunteers, please sign up on the 
website under Messy Church Volunteers or 
call the church office. 
 

 
Activity stations this month include:  
1. Family Wind Chimes 
2. Japanese Origami Peace Doves 
3. Aboriginal Hand Dot Art 
4. Samoan Leis 
5.African djembe drums 
6. Maracas 
7. Paper airplane prayers 
8. Pentecost Flame snack (edible) 
9. Holy Spirit Language Memory Game 
 
Dinner: Pizza  

 
Needed from the Congregation:   
Beads and small bells 
 
Go to https://messychurchusa.org for videos 
and more information about the international 
movement called Messy Church. 

Messy Church Core Values 
Christ Centered 

 

All Ages 
 

Creativity of all God’s children 
 

Hospitality 
 

Celebration 

 

 
 
 

Your 2022 Executive Committee 
And Council Members 

 
Cheryl Buck   President 
Chris Stevenson  Vice President 
Paula McIntyre  Secretary 
Corey Dornbrack  Treasurer 
 
Jennifer Porath  Sally Woller 
Sarah Rust   Bill Wengeler 
Leanne Schnabl  Jerry Burnett 
Frank Van Alstine 
Melissa-Jean Stevenson 
 
 

https://messychurchusa.org/
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         HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU! 

June BIRTHDAYS 

We want to acknowledge and celebrate your special 
birthdays! Send your church friends birthday wishes, 

whether in person, via email, or by sending one of those 
wonderful cards you can hold in your hands by mail! 

 
Jun 1 Karen McDonald 
Jun 1 Bryce Nowell 
Jun 1 Mary Wix 
Jun 1 Kyle Golisch 
Jun 1 Mike Southcombe 
Jun 2 Dennis Ruge 
Jun 2 Virgil Baumgart 
Jun 3 Reinhard Langhoff 
Jun 3 Angel Sholund 
Jun 3 Benjamin Zastrow 
Jun 3 Marilyn Baumgart 
Jun 4 Bill Weber 
Jun 5 Philip Knospe 
Jun 6 Judy Grefe 
Jun 6 Sharon Woller 
Jun 6 Angie Lemke 
Jun 7 Sally Wendland 
Jun 8 Lisa Eisner 
Jun 8 Justin Schmeltzer 
Jun 8 Allison Glisch 
Jun 9 Edgar Oestreich 
Jun 10 Deontay McDaniel 
Jun 12 June Beltz 
Jun 12 Joy Meyer 
Jun 12 Stan Seeger 
Jun 13 Cindy Hanig 

Jun 14 Marjorie Hinke 
Jun 14 Julie Wendorf 
Jun 15 Ronald Vachavake 
Jun 17 Marilyn Katke 
Jun 17 Tom Maluegge 
Jun 17 Ricky Neumann 
Jun 18 Jerry Burnett 
Jun 18 Jill Kraft 
Jun 19 Butch Diels 
Jun 19 Dana Stevenson 
Jun 19 Nora Golisch 
Jun 19 Laura Bertagnoli 
Jun 20 Terry Berndt 
Jun 20  Michael Heuser 
Jun 20  Mary Olson 
Jun 20  Max Peterson 
Jun 20  Patsy Pick 
Jun 20  Michael Houle 
Jun 20  Joshua Plautz 
Jun 21  Joe Boehm 
Jun 22  Dick Bettin 
Jun 22  Gloria Lupton 
Jun 22  Lily Glisch 
Jun 23  Lloyd Buck 
Jun 23  Cathy Dornbrack 
Jun 23  Logan Klug 

Jun 24  Jeffery Eisner 
Jun 24  Jameson Golisch 
Jun 25  Neal Christensen 
Jun 25  Mark Woller 
Jun 25  Steven Detert 
Jun 25  Jacqueline Gremler 
Jun 25  Mary Peters 
Jun 25  Kendra Osness 
Jun 26  Darlene Hanig 
Jun 26  Bob Odegard 
Jun 26  Betty Ollhoff 
Jun 27  Brady Haynes 
Jun 27  Molly Seidler 
Jun 28  Judy Anger 
Jun 28  Addisyn Krause 
Jun 29 Kevin Golisch 
Jun 29 Bruce Schaefer 
Jun 29 Scott Wallace 
Jun 29 Mark Berndt 
Jun 29 Allie Kohnhorst 
Jun 29 Terry Peterson 
Jun 30 Terri Haufe 
Jun 30 Shirley Ziemke 
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Special Gifts for May Interpreter: 
Received through May 22nd 

     Dedicated to the glory of God and… 
Mother’s Day 
 $20.00 in loving memory of Bernice Radke from Linda Hass 
 $10.00 in memory of mothers Ella Sabatke and Minnie Forster from Mary Ann Forster on 
      Mother’s Day  
 $50.00 in loving memory of my mother, Melita Hall, for Mother’s Day from Mike & Sue Hoffman 
 $20.00 in memory of our mothers Mrs. Norma Kanitz and Mrs. Jessie Beyer for Mother’s Day  
      from Bill and Marion Beyer 
 $25.00 in memory of my mother for Mother’s Day from Faye Stevenson 
 
Radio Ministry  
  $200.00 in memory of Grandma Minnie Koehler from Kathy & Dick Vandre in remembrance of  
      her May birthday 
 $190.00 in memory of Elmer Frederick on June 19, our 74th wedding anniversary from      
         Phyllis Frederick 
 
Capital Improvement  
 $50.00  in honor of Max Davis’ baptism from Brenda Rowe 
  
Food For Kids 
 $50.00 in memory of Delores Hass for Mother’s Day from Kristine Smith 
 $50.00 in memory of my son Scotties April birthday from Phyllis Wendland 
  
Memorials 
 $500.00 in memory of dad and mom, Herman & Ivy Hoffman, brother Harvey Hoffman,  
      Sister Sue Hoffman, and nephew Todd Spears from Butch & Karen Diels 
 $50.00 in loving memory of our son, Andy Hoffman, for his May 14 birthday from 

     Mike & Sue Hoffman  
 $40.00 in memory of Fern Hernandez, my godmother, from Debbie & Stan Seeger 
 $50.00  in memory of Terry Alft’s 80th birthday on May 14 from Judy Alft 
  
Easter 
 $25.00 in memory of Jette Buck from Ruth Buck 
  
Stained Glass Window Repair 
 $45.00 in memory of Lloyd Buck from Ruth Buck  
 $440.00 in memory of Rich Dabbert for our 44th wedding anniversary May 6 from Nancy Dabbert 
 $50.00 in memory of fathers, Ed Zimmerman and Albert Ziemke from Alice Ziemke 
 $50.00 in memory of Norm for his birthday June 18, from wife Alice Ziemke 
 $50.00 in memory of my husband Norm for Father’s Day from Alice Ziemke 
 $50.00 in memory of Mike Mosser for his birthday from Gary & Jill Mosser 
 $100.00 in memory of Frank Ziemke on our anniversary May 18 from Shirley Ziemke 
 $50.00 in memory of my parents Alice & Albert Krause and in laws Tillie & Elmer Wold 
           from Lois Wold 
 $100.00 in memory of Bill Storm on Father’s Day from Heidi, Rick, boys Liesl and Eric, and  
      Charmaine 
 $100.00 in memory of Bill Storm on our 58th wedding anniversary June 27 from Charmaine 
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