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Welcome our New Christian Education 
Director, Kari Weiland! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I was born and raised in Merrill.  I have been a member of Saint 
Stephens for 40+ years. I obtained an associate’s degree in 
Human Services from Madison area technical college.  
 
I am married to Dave and have one son Korbin.   
My family enjoys spending time together and being outdoors. I am 
very excited about this opportunity and look forward to all it holds. 
 
We are excited to begin and make these lessons fresh, inspiring, and engaging. Please extend a 
welcome to our new Christian Education Director, Kari Weiland! 
 
All children between the ages of 4 years old through 5th grade are invited to participate in Children's 
Sunday School. Sunday School meets in the hour after worship services on Sundays. There are many 
opportunities to volunteer within this ministry as well! More information will be shared soon. 
 
Please visit the website or the church office to pick up forms for Sunday School, Youth Group, and 
Confirmation for the 2022-2023 year! And remember, “Rally Day” is set for Sunday, September 18, 
2022!  

Saint Stephens UCC 
903 E. 2nd St. 

Merrill, WI. 54452 
 

715-536-7322 
 

Emergency 
Pastoral Care Needs 

715-575-3191 
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  No matter who you are . . . 
. . . or where you are on life’s 

journey, YOU are welcome here. 
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“Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice!  Psalm 130:1-2a 
 
When I was doing some advanced studies in pediatric chaplaincy at a children’s’ 
hospital, my class and peer group work was still at the “adult” hospital next door.  
During one of our weekly peer group sessions, one of my classmates asked, “So, 
what is the biggest difference between chaplaincy with children and adults?” 

 I answered, “Children are innocently and brutally honest. Cultural taboos have not yet been driven into 
them, so when I ask them what we should pray for they are honest.  They ask me to pray for the pee to start 
and the poop to stop.” 
 My friend was appalled that I would then pray for such things.  But when the nurse in day surgery says 
you can go home after you “void” and when she hears some bowel sounds, you pray for the water to flow again.  
And when you are in a strange place with needles in your arms and bags of fluids hanging above your head, 
you pray for the problem that got you there to stop in clear and unmistakable language.  My friend could not 
believe that a clergy person would pray for such things. 
 A month later there was a piece of cake from the cafeteria on my chair waiting for me when I got to peer 
group.  Brian had been visiting people in day surgery.  One of the patients, a rather no-nonsense farmer/diesel 
mechanic/truck driver from rural Missouri had been told he could go home after his minor surgery once he 
voided, and the nurse heard some bowel sounds.  When Brian asked what the man wanted to pray, the man 
told him in very clear terms. It was a good laugh and the cake in apology was sweet.  Maybe children are not so 
different from adults when they cry from the depths and just want to go home. 
 Many people have cried from the depths these last 2 years.  The number of people suffering from 
depression and anxiety has more than doubled.  People have felt overwhelmed learning new technology, 
working from home, balancing home and work when they are in the same place, worked in public settings unsure 
if they were being protected from a disease, worried about going from in person service businesses to delivery 
or pick-up or Zoom meetings, the list goes on.  We have had to reinvent work, public and family life—and try to 
make it all seem normal and unfrightening for our children. 
 Lev Vygotsky, an early childhood developmentalist, has published numerous articles from studies about 
how we can help children learn in general and learn emotional maturity in particular.  He concludes a child’s 
ability to respond to change, crisis, and death of loved ones is not so much dependent on the child’s ability to 
learn and reach their potential but on the “teacher”, i.e. the parent, to build “scaffolds of learning.”  If the parent, 
then, can share their emotions openly and in language the child understands, the child builds layers of 
understanding as they mature.  (Quoted in “What Comes After Death?” by Rebecca Morse, PhD, MA, published 
on MEDPAGE Today, July 13, 2022) 
 Simply put, if you want children to have emotional resilience, parents must be an example of emotional 
honesty and resilience. It is not something they learn as much as something they model. I believe the same is 
true for spirituality and faith maturity development. 
 The more conversations we have about spiritual questions and mental health issues as adults, the better 
off our children will be in the years ahead.  We need to give them the language of lament and praise—and a 
level of comfort with God so that we do not feel we have to hide anything or couch our feelings in prim and 
proper words.   
 I learned that at a children’s hospital 20 years ago.  My friend learned it about 3 months later. 
 This summer, I pray you might have some deep and meaningful and honest conversations about how 
you are feeling over some picnic tables, on a walk in the woods or around a firepit. God can handle whatever 
questions children and grandchildren come up with. We, however, need practice sometimes.   
 
 
 
 

Saint Stephens UCC 
715-536-7322  903 E. 2nd St., Merrill, Wisconsin 54452     ststephensucc.net 

 
 Rev. Mike Southcombe Senior Minister mike@ststephensucc.net 
 Terra Holdridge Administrative Director terra@ststephensucc.net  
 Kimberly McCaskill Administrative Assistant kimberly@ststephensucc.net  
  

*Some stock photographs in this issue are courtesy of Clip Art, Pixabay and Unsplash.   
www.pixabay.com  www.unsplash.com www.clipart-library.com* 

mailto:mike@ststephensucc.net
mailto:terra@ststephensucc.net
mailto:kimberly@ststephensucc.net
http://www.clipart-library.com*/


THE INTERPRETER                      SAINT STEPHENS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST                     AUGUST  2022 3 
 

August Tip 
 
Reduce your plastic 
consumption and lessen its 
impact on the environment by 
using some of the tips below.  

 

 
1. Avoid single-use plastics such as 

drinking straws and plastic water bottles.  
2. Remember to take reusable bags 

shopping.  
3. Buy more food in bulk and buy fewer 

packaged products.  
4. Replace plastic Tupperware with glass or 

steel containers.  
5. Pay attention and put your plastic waste 

in the correct recycling container. 
6. Avoid using cosmetics that use micro-

plastics, buy a biodegradable brush, and 
wear natural fabrics. 

7. Choose to reuse and give some of the 
packaging a new purpose.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

August Local Mission 
Blue Jay Nest 

The Nest is Merrill High 
School's food and clothing 
pantry.  In The Nest, they 
stock clothing, hygiene 
products, school supplies, 
and food.  They also have 

funds available to provide 
financial support for student needs.  This could 
be paying for a field trip, graduation cap and 
gown, supplies for a specific class, etc.  The 
Nest is a resource provided through donations 
from the Merrill community and is open to any 
MHS student that needs it. 

Donate to this mission using your giving 
envelopes or online at ststephensucc.net/give.  
 

 
 

August Radio Broadcasts 
are sponsored by: 

August 28:  In memory my mother, Dorothy 
Bergh, on her birthday 
 
Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships: 

Aug. 7, 14, and 21 
 

If you would like to sponsor an available 
broadcast, call 715-536-7322 or email 
church@ststephensucc.net.  
 

If you would like us to post a picture of the loved 
one you are remembering or honoring in your 
sponsorship, email a picture or bring one to the 
office for scanning at least a week before the 
Sunday sponsored. We will post the 
sponsorship notice on Saturday on Facebook 
and remind people to tune in to worship on 
Sunday morning. 

mailto:church@ststephensucc.net
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Church Financials 

May Revenue: $23,996.87 
May Expenses: $24,971.73 

 
The congregation raised $965 for Strengthen 

the Church in June!!  
 

OCWM Update 
(Our Church’s Wider Mission) 

 
Our congregation’s goal for 2022 is to contribute 
$6,500 to OCWM. Our Church’s Wider Mission 
is the name used to describe the work the 
United Church of Christ does beyond the local 
church – through the Conferences, national 
ministries, and UCC-related institutions. It is the 
financial support given by UCC members and 
congregations that makes this broader mission 
possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Volunteers: 
Aluminum Can Transport 

 
Saint Stephens is looking for volunteers to take 
our aluminum can trailer when it’s full to TerX 
Recycling in Brokaw or Alter Metal Recycling in 
Wausau, Wisconsin. The optimal situation is 
unloading twice a month. Please call the office 
if you are so willing to assist. It's good for the 
planet. It helps donors clean out their homes 
and it’s a wonderful way to serve. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Church Council Updates 
 

The church council regretfully accepted Melissa 
Stevenson’s resignation and looks forward to a 
time when she can rejoin.  
 
Cliff Williams has joined the Church Council. He 
has been a member of Saint Stephens since 
1975. Over his many years as a member of the 
church, he has participated as a Sunday school 
teacher, a youth advisor, served on the church 
council, and more.  
 
As a member of the church council, Cliff is 
hoping to help grow the church and hopes to get 
back to fellowship with each other. He is also 
looking forward to getting the youth ministry 
program up and running.  

46 %  
Achieved  
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Mid-Year Church Project 
Updates 

Completed by Tim Ruprecht 
 

 Finished Painting Parsonage Windows 
 Repatched & Painted Old Stairwell 
 Installed New Tile in Custodian Room 
 Removed old & Helped Install New Oven 
 Removed Sign on Side of Building 
 Cleaned Out Grease Traps 
 Buffed Choir Room 
 Waxed Food For Kids Room 
 Replaced Broken Glass in Door  
 Patched Plaster above Sanctuary door 
 Cleaned All Our Heating Registers 
 Removed Pews, Set up Prayground 
 Inspected Fire Extinguishers, AEDs 
 Changed Filters on Furnace & Air Handlers 
 Greased Air Handlers 

 
Pastor Mike 
will be gone 
August 4-7. 
Communion 

Sunday will be 
August 14th.  

 

Don’t Forget to Purchase 
Scrip for all your 

Back-to-School Needs!!! 
 
Sign up for the 
Raise Right App and 
download gift cards 
right to your phone. 
Talk to Nancy 
Dabbert or Terra to 
find out how to sign 
up. The best part is 
you are earning 
funds for the church 
while shopping!  

Sunday School Teachers 
Needed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kids themselves are great teachers. But the 
quality of their spiritual development and 
comfort to explore their faith should be guided 
by the congregation. 

 
We are searching for friendly and reliable adults 
to join our Sunday School / Messy Church team. 
If you like to be creative and enjoy influencing 
the hearts and minds of children towards Jesus, 
we would ask that you prayerfully consider 
volunteering in this role at Saint Stephens. 

 
Don’t feel intimidated! The curriculum is easy to 
follow. And although teaching is a vital work of 
shepherding, it does not stand on its own. Our 
children will be supported by the Christian 
Education Director and the pastor too. You 
won’t have to go it alone! God is calling. The 
spirit is leading. And we’ll support one another. 
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Messy Church  
August  14  

4 PM – 6 PM 
 
 
Biblical Text: Mathew 18:21-35 
 
Questions to ponder: 
 
• What does forgiveness look like? 
• How can we show forgiveness? 
• How do we ask for forgiveness? 

Activity stations include: 
 
1. Trinket Boxes 
2. Bath Bombs 
3. Make a Bead Bracelet 
4. Air-drying Clay 
5. Heart Shaped Bird Feeder 
6. Heart Shaped Cookies 
7. Candle Experiment 
8. Ziplock Bag 
 
Dinner: Pasta casserole and melons for 
dessert.  
 
Interested volunteers, please sign up on the 
website under Messy Church Volunteers or 
call the church office. 
 
Supplies Needed from congregation:  

 Glossy magazines 
 Glossy wrapping paper (scraps are fine) 
 Someone good with explosives 

 

Go to https://messychurchusa.org for videos 
and more information about the international 
movement called Messy Church. 

Messy Church Core Values 
Christ-Centered 

 

All Ages 
 

Creativity of all God’s children 
 

Hospitality 
 

Celebration

 
 
 
 
 
 

The youth group will begin meeting 
regularly again on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
every month at 6pm to 7:30pm beginning 
September 7. 
 Youth 6th through 12th grade are invited 
to join the fun.  Eventually, the middle school 
group and the high school group will meet 
separately. 
 The September 7 meeting will be a 
planning meeting, so we ask at least one parent 
to attend that meeting as well.  We’ll have pizza 
for dinner and plan what our Youth Group will be 
doing this year. 
 

 
 

Confirmation class will begin Wednesday, 
Sept. 28 at 6 pm.  This will be an orientation class. 
Pastor Mike will hand out the syllabus and go over 
the details. 

Confirmation class will be on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month, 6-7:30 pm, AND on 
Sunday mornings during Sunday School time.  
Confirmands are expected to attend worship and 
Messy Church whenever possible.  They will also 
be participating in worship in various ways. 

We are participating in a Confirmation 
Retreat at Moon Beach with 5 other UCC area 
churches on November 11, 12, and 13.  More 
details on that will follow.  Confirmands should put 
that event on their calendar now and plan to 
attend. 

This year confirmation is open to 8th 
grade and Freshman classes joining our 
returning Sophomore class. Sophomores are 
scheduled to confirm their faith on Pentecost, May 
28, 2023.  Confirmation is open to any 8th grade 
through 12th-grade students who have not already 
been confirmed. 
 Some of our Sunday morning classes such 
as UCC History, Creeds and Confessions, Church 
History and UCC Polity will be open to adults who 
wish to revisit those subjects as well.

https://messychurchusa.org/
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Changes to our Livestream 
 

In preparing to move our 
Livestream to Realm and 
our own website, we 
have encountered a few 
technical glitches, some 
of which are also 
affecting our radio 
broadcasts. 
 

We are working all of those out and will be ready 
to go “live” on our new streaming platform by the 
end of August.  We will put exact dates and 
further instructions in the midweek and be 
announcing them on Facebook before we go 
live.  When it is all done, both the radio and the 
Livestream should be a better experience for 
everyone choosing to worship through those 
media. 

Fill the Gazebo 
Saturday, August 6 

9 AM – 11 AM 

 
 
Nonperishable food items 
Personal care items 
Paper products 
Cleaning supplies 
Monetary donations 
 
The collection will benefit Food Pantries, Food 
for Kids, HAVEN, MAC Home, and St. Vincent’s 
Outreach. For questions or information, call Our 
Saviour’s at 715.536.5813 
 

 
 

Save the Date: 
Oktoberfest 2022 

 September 24 @ the Sawmill!! 

Your 2022 Executive Committee 
And Council Members 

 
Cheryl Buck   President 
Chris Stevenson  Vice President 
Paula McIntyre  Secretary 
Corey Dornbrack  Treasurer 
 
Jennifer Porath  Sally Woller 
Sarah Rust   Bill Wengeler 
Leanne Schnabl  Jerry Burnett 
Frank Van Alstine 
Cliff Williams 
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County Fair Fiesta! 
 

 

4-H has graciously offered to share the Dairy Land Stand with 
Saint Stephens during the Lincoln County Fair, August 17 - 21. 
They will be serving ice cream and we will be serving “Mexican 
Street Corn.” If you are interested in volunteering to serve and/or 
handle cash, please sign up on the church website, on the kiosk 

in the lobby, or by calling the church office.  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU! 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

We want to acknowledge and celebrate your 
special birthdays! Send your church friends 

birthday wishes, whether in person, via email, or 
by sending one of those wonderful cards you can 

hold in your hands by mail! 
 

 
Aug 1 Beth Frick 
Aug 1 Kathryn Vandre 
Aug 1 Robert Frisch 
Aug 1 Cheryl Kanitz 
Aug 2 Kenneth Mootz 
Aug 2 Jennifer Oestreich 
Aug 2 Brendan Gille 
Aug 3 Brad Hinner 
Aug 3 Willow Kultgen 
Aug 4 Donna Frisch 
Aug 4 Dave Meyer 
Aug 4 Lydia Hanson 
Aug 4 Eric Maluegge 
Aug 4 Phyllis Reinhardt 
Aug 5 Sally Oberg 
Aug 5 Cory Slagoski 
Aug 6 Jeffrey Anderson 
Aug 6 Chelsey Dengel 
Aug 6 Piper Plautz 
Aug 6 Collin Gennrich 
Aug 7 Ervin Herdt 
Aug 7 Matthew Duwe 
Aug 7 Liberty Ferguson 
Aug 7 Willow Ferguson 
Aug 9 Cherie Kultgen 
Aug 9 Brayden Rajek 
Aug 10 Dawson Drake 
Aug 11 Cheryl Buck 

Aug 12 Peter Bergh 
Aug 12 Kamryn Klade 
Aug 13 TyLynn Osness 
Aug 14 Jerry Zastrow 
Aug 15 Kinzie Steveson 
Aug 15 Scott Brandenburg 
Aug 16 Phyllis Fausch 
Aug 16 Emma Pajtash 
Aug 16 Chris Stevenson 
Aug 17 Karen Diels 
Aug 17 Jodi Golisch 
Aug 17 Ralph Wangen 
Aug 18 Jeffrey Hanig 
Aug 18 Lori Simonis 
Aug 19 Nancy Seidel 
Aug 20 Jerry Geiss 
Aug 20 Tyler Drake 
Aug 21 Sharon Detert 
Aug 21 Lori Radke 
Aug 21 Marcus Slagoski 
Aug 22 Sandi Krueger 
Aug 22 Glynis Schroeder 
Aug 22 Aimee Gennrich 
Aug 22 Michelle Roberge 
Aug 22 Sally Tesch 
Aug 22 Lori Anderson-Malm 
Aug 23 Molly Lyon 
Aug 23 Bryce Bloch 

Aug 24 Gerald Duwe 
Aug 24 Dale Krause 
Aug 24  Mary Schwartz 
Aug 24  Timothy Seidler 
Aug 24  Nick Oslage 
Aug 25  Thomas Smith 
Aug 25  Susan Zastrow 
Aug 26  John Joyner 
Aug 26  Greg Brandenburg 
Aug 27  Trenton Lapsenberg 
Aug 27 Janie Rowe 
Aug 28 Gregory Kloss 
Aug 28 Korbin Weiland 
Aug 28 Ruby Golisch 
Aug 28 Abrielle Tiffany 
Aug 29 Emerson Iwen 
Aug 29 Beaver Plautz 
Aug 30 Sheila Anderson 
Aug 31 Stephannie Pajtash 
Aug 31 Kelsey Messerschmidt 
Aug 31 Sawyer Drake 
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Special Gifts for August Interpreter: 
Received through July 17th 

     Dedicated to the glory of God and… 
 
Capital Improvements  
 $75.00 in memory of my parents Betty & Ray Herdt for their birthdays on June 30 & July 1.  

  Miss you dearly, from Terri & Brian Haufe 
Food For Kids 
 $50.00 in memory of my mom Delores Hass for her July 22 birthday from Kristine Smith 
 
Radio Ministry 
 $200.00 in memory of Reinhold Koehler, on his July 4 birthday from Kathy & Dick Vandre 
 $190.00 in memory of Norbert Krause for his July 11 birthday from his family 
 $190.00 in memory of my mother Dorothy Bergh on her birthday from her family 
 $190.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Jeff & Cindy Artus 
 $380.00 in memory of Stephen M. Rajek, son, husband, and loving father, who passed away on  
    July 14, 2011, from Karen, Amy, Bryce, Brayden, and Britney Rajek 
Memorials 
 $100.00 in memory of Rich Dabbert for his 70th birthday on June 20 from Nancy Dabbert 
 $25.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Nancy Dabbert 
 $20.00 in memory of Lylas Berndt for Father’s Day from Dennis & Sharon Woller  
 $50.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Brenda Rowe 
 $10.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Phyllis Reinhardt 
 $50.00 in memory of my dad, Frank Ziemke, on his birthday and Father’s Day from  
    Rocky & Laura Kolka 
 $25.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Gay & Sally Oberg 
 $25.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Harriet Henrich 
 $10.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Jerry & Elmira Krause 
 $100.00 in memory of my mom and dad, Lylas & Bernice Berndt, from Darryl & Donna Berndt  
 $25.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Walter & Ronald Prey 
 
Stained Glass Window Repair 
 $50.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $10.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Dennis & Sharon Woller 
 $10.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Eunice Berndt 
 $20.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Jeff & Sue Kraft 
 $20.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Charmaine Storm 
 $25.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Stan & Deb Seeger  
 $100.00 in honor of David’s July 5 birthday from Nancy Bagley  
 $20.00 in memory of LaVerne Baumgart from Lynn Henrich 
 $50.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Bryan and Laurie Stimers 
 $100.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Bill & Carol Weber 
 $50.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Harlan & Phyllis Fausch 
 $20.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Darwin & Karolyn Haufe 
 $20.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Phil & Carol Krause 
 $50.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Carl Theorin 
 $20.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Linda Blake 
 $25.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Betty Lange 
 $10.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Mary Ann Forster 
 $10.00 in memory of Marilyn Katke from Jill Mosser 
 $10.00 in memory of Rodney Sabatke from Kathy Case 
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