THE INTERPRETER
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-3:30 & Fri 8-1
Ministers: The Congregation
Minister to the Ministers:
Rev. Michael Southcombe, Senior Pastor

No matter who you are . . .
. . . or where you are on life’s
journey, YOU are welcome here.

2021
From the Pastor
We’ve had some delays.
The last few months I have officiated at a
few memorial and graveside services that
were postponed from last Spring until the
family could more safely gather for the
service. Delayed memorial services have a
different feel to them than those held when
the death is more recent and the grief more
immediate. The family may be well along on
their grief journey, but it is the first time that
friends and more distant family have been
able to offer their support and share their grief in person. Rather
than everyone being together at the start of their grief journey,
they are all at different places.
This Fall, we are celebrating some weddings at Saint Stephens
that were delayed because of Covid. The couples have grown
closer, often living together or even already owning a home
together. I have colleagues dusting off the “Blessing of a Civil
Marriage” order from our Book of Worship because couples got
married at the courthouse a year ago and are now holding a
wedding celebration for family and friends. Weddings are
becoming a service more like a “renewal of vows” ceremony.
I am not criticizing here. Long before Covid hit, many couples
were living together before marriage. For a few decades we just
looked the other way. Now, we acknowledge the fact and try to
work the couples’ experience together into the overall service.

Saint Stephens UCC
903 E. 2nd St.
Merrill, WI. 54452
715-536-7322
Emergency
Pastoral Care Needs
715-575-3191
From the Pastor
Summer Hours
Upcoming Events
Radio Ministry
Search Committee
100th Anniversary
Green Team Tip
Baptism
Mike’s Installation
September Mission
July Financials
Fall Kick-Off
Sheltered Reality
Labor Day Parade
Oktoberfest Details
Pork in the Park
Coloring Page
Birthdays
Special Gifts
Volunteers Needed

p. 1-2
p. 3
p. 3
p. 3
p. 4
p. 5
p. 6
p. 6
p. 7
p. 7
p. 8
p. 9
p. 10
p. 11
p. 11
p. 11
p. 12
p. 13
p. 14
p. 15

On September 12 at 3pm we will celebrate the ministry of Saint
Stephens UCC and my installation as your 19th Senior Pastor.
This will be one week shy of the anniversary of my call Sunday
last September 20 and ten and a half months after arriving last
November 1. The Church and Ministry Committee and I agreed
we did not want a Zoom installation and waited for this opportunity to have conference staff and
neighboring clergy and church representatives present in person. It is hard, however, to get excited
about installing someone who has been hanging around for almost a year; sort of like going to a
wedding for a couple that has been living together for a while. When they already have a blender, what
can you give them?
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We also have not had a chance to get together and grieve. The congregation has lost cherished
members when we could not hold large public funerals. People are grieving. We must also
acknowledge that many are still grieving your former Associate Pastor’s resignation, his moving to a
different congregation, his subsequent difficulties, and the termination of his standing as a minister
within the UCC. There are folks grieving all of that, grieving the way conflict over calling a different
pastor played out in the congregation, the angry words, the hurtful words spoken, and the injuries felt.
And others feel betrayed. Some feel betrayed by a congregation that asked them to search for a new
pastor and then feeling attacked for doing so. Some feel betrayed by the former Associate Pastor and
embarrassed for actions taken and words spoken on his behalf when he was already searching for a
different church and already on his path to losing his standing as a minister.
Now, here we are. A congregation with layers of grief, hurt, anger and wounds. In the best of
circumstances, these would be difficult times. On top of it all, Covid has compounded the sense of
division and added more things to argue about, such as gathering in person, social distancing, masks,
and alterations to the worship service to decrease the cloud of viral load in the sanctuary.
The service of installation will not magically heal all our wounds. It will, however, celebrate our
common ministry in this Community and Conference, remind us of the covenants we have with one
another, celebrate our history spanning Saint Stephans Evangelische Kirche to Saint Stephens UCC.
It will remind us that God is already preparing us for a future that, on the surface, may look very
different from our past but is built on the same foundation of faith and a shared piety of service.
In 1921 this congregation marked a turning point in their healing after a fire destroyed the original
church building. The program for the multi-day celebrations of worship services and concerts
concluded with these words:
We dedicate the new Ev. St. Stephan’s Church with the sincere purpose that it may become a
home to all who desire to worship the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit—to all who seek
fellowship in prayer and praise—to all who are weary and need rest—to all who are lonely and want
companionship—to all who are sorrowful and need comfort—to all who wish to work for the coming
of the Kingdom of God on earth—to all these this church gives a hearty welcome in the name of
Jesus Christ.
As we celebrate my installation as your Senior Pastor, let me be so presumptuous as to dedicate my
pastorate for however long I may have the privilege of serving here to that same purpose. Our
worship may look different, our programs may look startlingly new, our way of serving within this
community may have evolved over the years, but the desire to all these this church gives a hearty
welcome in the name of Jesus Christ has not changed.
As it was then, may it be so now and in the future unfolding before us. Together, let us make it so.
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Church Office Hours
Summer Hours Through September 6th
Monday- Thursday- 8:00 AM- 3:30 PM
Friday- 8:00 AM- 1:00 PM
Regular Office Hours Begin September 7th
Monday- Thursday- 8:00 AM- 4:30 PM
Friday- 8:00 AM- 3:30 PM
**Office closed Monday September 6th for
Labor Day**
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The September Radio
Broadcasts are
sponsored by:
September 5: In memory of Reuben & Dorothy
Koehler from Dennis & Ione Koehler.
September 12: In memory of Linda Perry for
her 9th year in heaven from Randy Perry.
September 19: In memory of Laura Plautz for
her September 12th birthday from Bob and
Jolene Plautz.
September 26: In honor of our 40th wedding
anniversary from Albert & Jodie Haltinner.

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships:
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
September 1 - Chior Meeting
September 6 – Labor Day Parade
September 8 – Confirmation Orentation
September 10 &11 – Electronic Recycling
September 11 – 100 Year Anniversary Party
September 12 – Installation Day
September 15 – Adult Bible Study, 5:30pm
Confirmation Classes Begin
September 18 – Pork in the Park
September 19 – Fall Kick-off
Brunch & Mission Fest
Sheltered Reality Concert 11 AM
September 26 – Oktoberfest
October 6 – Wednesday Night Service 6 PM
October 10 – Messy Church 4 PM – 6 PM
October 16 – Living River Quartet 6 PM

Adult Bible Study
Resumes on Wednesday,
Sept. 15, 5:30-6:30pm
We’ll be using “Living the Questions 2.0”

If you would like to sponsor an available
broadcast, call 715-536-7322 or email:
kimberly@ststephensucc.net.
If you would like us to post a picture of the
loved one you are remembering or honoring in
your sponsorship, email a picture or bring one
to the office for scanning at least a week before
the Sunday sponsored. We will post the
sponsorship notice on Saturday on Facebook
and remind people to tune in to worship on
Sunday morning.

Altar Flowers
Our flower calendar is “fresh” and ready to
bloom again! Please call or sign up in the office
to sponsor the altar flowers. Vases are
available at the church for your use.
Broses Flower Center (715.536.7171)
Victoria’s Floral (715.305.0308)
*Delivery to the church will be done by the
florist as a complimentary service at no charge
on Fridays before noon.
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an important document that will hopefully
attract candidates to apply for the Associate
Pastor position at Saint Stephens UCC.

Your Search Committee for our new Associate
Pastor is:
Bill McIntyre (Chairperson)
Jennifer Porath (Co-Secretary)
Lydia McIntyre (Co-Secretary)
Leanne Schnabl (Communications)
Cliff Williams (Chaplain)
Janet Schafer
Marcus Reinhardt
Jeff Hetfeld

Saint Stephens Church Council and our
Search team have reviewed our church profile
and would like to share the profile with the
congregation for their feedback. A link to the
condensed profile will soon be available on our
church website. All members of Saint
Stephens are encouraged to review the profile
and provide feedback to any Search
Committee member by September 11,
2021. After September 11, our Search Team
would like to publish the completed profile on
the national UCC website for any prospective
Associate Pastor candidates can review.
The full profile is over 45 pages in length. To
save paper resources, if anyone would like to
see the profile in full, please contact the church
office and a copy of the profile can be provided
upon request.
Questions about the Associate Pastor Search
process can be directed to any Search
Committee member.

In the United Church of Christ, congregations
who are seeking a new Associate Pastor must
complete a comprehensive profile. This profile
is then published nationally for any prospective
candidate to review. If a candidate wishes to
be in consideration for our Associate Pastor
position after reviewing our profile, the
candidate then formally applies to the Search
Committee for consideration.
The profile describes the life and ministry of the
congregation, as well as financial/budget
information, a history of pastors and associate
pastors who have served the congregation,
and reference letters of past staff or community
members who have worked with the
congregation.
The profile is meant to serve as a fairly detailed
job description as well as a congregation
description for potential candidates who want
to apply for consideration as an associate
pastor. Therefore, the profile for our church is

The Associate Pastor Search Committee will
be using the most up-to-date technology and
trends in their search process.
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OPEN HOUSE
th

September 11, 2021 ! 1 PM - 4 PM

100 Anniversary of Saint Stephen’s New Sanctuary
Sunday, September 12th Special Church Anniversary Service 9 AM
A disastrous fire on December 16,
1919 destroyed the church building.
The total loss was a heavy blow.
Under the direction of the Rev. M.
M. Schmidt, the congregation
erected a much larger and more
beautiful sanctuary. The tragedy
inspired the congregation to expand
its vision in preparation for the
future.
The present sanctuary, dedicated on September 11,
1921, represented a cost in excess of seventy-five
thousand dollars.

Join us at the OPEN HOUSE to celebrate the 100 years since
the dedication of the new sanctuary. It will be a day of reflection
on the past as we look to the future. There will be; a stained
glass window booklet, WWI Memorial Service Display, historical
documents, and memorabilia for you to view. Assorted desserts
and refreshments will be served. Then join us Sunday
morning @ 9 AM for a special Church Anniversary Service!
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September Green Team Tip:
Pay household bills online. Paying
online is not only quick and
convenient, but receiving your
statements online can make a huge
difference to the environment. If
every
household
received
statements
electronically, we could save 18.5 millon trees
and 1.7 billion pounds of solid waste per year.

SEPTEMBER 2021

Giving has never been
easier!
Scan the QR Code below to get started.
Choose the fund you would like to give to and
select whether you would like to give once or
multiple times. No login is required, but if you
use the email your Realm account is registered
to, you will be able to make changes to your
online giving, view or make changes to your
account, and even view your giving history.

Choir Returning?
Pastor Mike would like to meet with the Chior
members on September 1 @ 7 PM to discuss
when practice will start and when the chior will
be singing in church again. If you are
interested in joining the Choir, you should
attend as well.

Baptism for Owen Olson
We rejoice in the baptism of Owen David Olson
who was baptized on August 22, 2021.
Saint Stephens prays for a joyful life for Owen,
his parents, David & Brittani Olson, and his
brother Emmett Olson.
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Your 2021 Executive Committee
And Council Members
Corey Dornbrack
Kristine Smith
Paula McIntyre
Bonnie Koelsch

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Cheryl Buck
Judy Heath
Mike Moellendorf
Janet Schafer
Chris Stevenson
Bill Wengeler
Melissa-Jean Stevenson
Frank Van Alstine
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September Mission:
Lincoln County Humane Society
The Lincoln County Humane Society (LCHS)
was founded in 1979. LCHS operates as a
private, non-profit organization. They do
receive funding from the city and county as
part of their agreement to take stray animals
into their care. LCHS is not owned, operated,
or funded by any other organization, including
any national animal welfare organizations.
LCHS is able to care for almost 1,000 animals
each year because our community is so
supportive.
LCHS
they:
"
"
"

**Please RSVP by August 31, 2021 by
calling the church or registering on
the website .

adds value to our community because

Contribute to public safety
Reunite lost pets with their owners
Promote humane values towards
animals and people
" Help solve the tragedy of pet
overpopulation
" Decrease the number of animals
running
loose
throughout
the
community
" Reflection of the attitudes in our
community –caring for animals is
important

The best ways to help homeless pets is to
make sure all your companion animals or barn
cats are spayed or neutered, donate or
volunteer at your local shelter, and promote
adoption of shelter pets.
LCHS is looking for both monetary donations
and/or supplies for the shelter. See the list
below for items you can purchase and bring to
the church. At the end of September we will
bring all the supplies and monetary donations
received to the shelter.
#
#
#
#
#

Litter (Non-Scoopable)
Canned Cat Food
Unscented Laundry Detergent
Cat/Dog Toys
Chew Bones for Dogs
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A Generous Gift
& A Challenge

A generous member has donated $2,000 to the
church for the express purpose of increasing
our advertising in the community. Some of
those funds will be used to bring Sheltered
Reality to the church and advertise our Fall
events.
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July Financials

Total income for the month of July was
$18,655.83 and total expenses were
$22,726.11. This is a loss of $4,070.28 for July
2021.
As a congregation, you raised $565 for the
Blue Jay Nest! Thank you for supporting Saint
Stephens’ monthly missions.

We will also be able to increase our reach with
our Facebook posts by boosting them within
our surrounding zip codes.
Our member offers a challenge to others who
can contribute to the designated Marketing
Fund to do so to help us make an impact in the
Foto News, Facebook, and other media we
may find useful.
The advertising will be
specifically targeted to invite people to worship,
Messy Church and special events as we
emerge from the Covid 19 shutdowns and
limitations.
These ads and posts will remind members and
friends we are open, active and serving the
community in a myriad of ways.

There is a lot of activity for the church planned
in September. Not only is there going to be
several events, but we should see the new
boilers being upgraded in September, as well
as the parking lot across the street getting a
face lift! Your property committee has been
busy!
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Saint Stephens UCC

Sunday, Sept. 19
$ 9am: Worship with blessing of backpacks
and Bible Presentations
$ 10am: Sunday School Orientation:
Meet your teachers
Check out the Sunday School Rooms
$ Also 10am: Brunch and Mission Fest in Fellowship Hall
Check out the Committees and the missions to which
Saint Stephens UCC hosts, supports, contributes, volunteers
and then stay for the concert!!!
$ 11am

Details on the next page!
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SR has been bringing uplifting messages of the power of
community and “pushing back the negative” for 25 years.
Churches & Schools
Corporate Events
Church camps
County Fairs
Community Events
Invite SR back year after year for the positive messages
and the energy they bring to every event.
This is a great opportunity to:
• Show off Saint Stephens
• Show off some youth working
together to make a difference in
the world
• Celebrate the power of music
and God’s Love
• Change the world one life at a
time!

Please stop in the church office to pick up a flyer advertising this event
to post on work or community bulletin boards.
Invite your friends!
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Labor Day Parade
Are you interested in walking in the Labor Day
Parade with the church? We will be having a
walking unit to hand out information regarding
Oktoberfest. We will be meeting in the parking
lot by Family Dollar at 9:30am. Please plan on
transportation from the end of the route (Court
House) back to wherever you have parked
your car.
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September 26 from 3 to 7 PM
@ Sawmill
Jim Pekol will be playing Polka music in the
tent.
T-Shirts will be for sale prior to the event and
on the date (depending on availability) –
$12 each.
Food will include: brats, hotdogs, German
potato salad, homemade mac and cheese,
homemade soft pretzels, and desserts.

Pork in the Park
Saturday, September 18
Desserts needed – Are you a baker? We have
the opportunity to do a church fundraiser at
Pork in the Park on September 18. They have
asked us to sell desserts to go along with all of
the other amazing food being sold that day. If
you are interested in making your specialty,
please sign up with the church office or
Jennifer Porath so we know how many
desserts we will have.
Please drop the desserts off at the church on
Friday, September 17 during office hours. They
do NOT have to be cut. If you would like your
container returned, please mark it in some way
so that we know whom it belongs to.
If you are interested in volunteering to serve
the desserts on Saturday, please contact
Jennifer Porath at 715-218-2978. We will be
serving from 10:30 – 3:30. We would also
need a few people to setup and/or
takedown. Setup is starting around 9:30 and
then we would be taking down around 3:30.

If you are interested in volunteering to make a
dessert, cashier, greet, deliver food, or grill,
please reach out to Kelly Wallace, Nancy
Dabbert, or Jennifer Porath.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
September BIRTHDAYS
We want to acknowledge and celebrate your special
birthdays! Send your church friends birthday wishes,
whether in person, via email, or by sending one of those
wonderful cards you can hold in your hands by mail!

Sep 1
Sep 1
Sep 2
Sep 2
Sep 4
Sep 4
Sep 4
Sep 4
Sep 4
Sep 5
Sep 5
Sep 5
Sep 5
Sep 5
Sep 5
Sep 6
Sep 6
Sep 6
Sep 6
Sep 6
Sep 6
Sep 7
Sep 8
Sep 8
Sep 8
Sep 8
Sep 8
Sep 9
Sep 9
Sep 9
Sep 9
Sep 9
Sep 9
Sep 10
Sep 10
Sep 11

Brad Sturm
Mayward Schmidt
Barb Laatsch
Dawn Bishop
Nancy Hayes
Paulette Heuser
Michael Prein
Kristine Smith
Bill McIntyre
Sue Kraft
Jill Mosser
Kaitlyn Heckendorf
Jennifer Gremler
Ailyn Roberge
Jacob Butler
Garth Heckendorf
Robert Kultgen
Reno Leavitt
Lynda Swan
Tanya Frick
Coleen Frisch
Brian Oestreich
Bonnie Koelsch
Maycee Eisner
Malakai Wheeler
Debbie Moellendorf
Elizabeth Weix
Herbert Falk
Richard Heckendorf
Eileen Richards
Marcus Reinhardt
Matthew Reinhardt
Alexander Ruge
Kiana Haroldson
Lois Latzig
Chris Gano

Sep 11 Lynn Simon
Sep 12 Alvin Bunge
Sep 12 David Golisch
Sep 12 Brian Haufe
Sep 12 Gina Vandergeest
Sep 12 Mandi Kohnhorst
Sep 12 Kristine Koehler
Sep 12 John Keddell
Sep 13 Laurie Buck
Sep 13 Becky Dengel
Sep 13 Gloria Kottman
Sep 13 Renee Koebe
Sep 14 Ryan Golisch
Sep 14 Carol Faust
Sep 15 Mike Moellendorf
Sep 16 David Davis
Sep 16 Jackie Kuck
Sep 16 Sandy Spears
Sep 17 Theresa Schwartz
Sep 17 Amara Lazare
Sep 17 Heidi Stevenson
Sep 17 Brittany Rousseau
Sep 17 William Kunkel
Sep 17 Bodhi McCarthy
Sep 18 Justin Schmidt
Sep 18 Sue Gleason
Sep 19 Jonathon Johnson
Sep 19 Brenna Allen
Sep 19 Madison Prentice
Sep 20 Jamie Clark
Sep 20 Marjorie Williams
Sep 21 Trista Hess
Sep 21 Jeremy Wicke
Sep 22 Vernon Ziemke
Sep 22 Stevie Lea Booher
Sep 23 Paul Mussell

Sep 23
Sep 23
Sep 23
Sep 23
Sep 23
Sep 24
Sep 24
Sep 25
Sep 26
Sep 26
Sep 26
Sep 27
Sep 27
Sep 28
Sep 28
Sep 28
Sep 28
Sep 28
Sep 29
Sep 29
Sep 29
Sep 29
Sep 29
Sep 30
Sep 30
Sep 30
Sep 30

Richard Plautz
Taylor Zastrow
Brian Amelse
Evie Klug
Emmitt Glisch
Allan Luedtke
Cheri Reinhardt
Anna Bowe
Patricia Woller
Aaron Hoffman
William Beaudry
Bobby Hinner
Mary Stamm
Gary Frisch
Lois Wold
Steven Wengeler
Timothy Koehler
Jeffrey Kanitz
Shirley Gremler
Alexis Magray
Nicole Rehwinkel
David Vachavake
Christopher
Hommerding
Jerry Anderson
Ronald Prey
Kristy Schulz
Dean Bowe
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Special Gifts for September Interpreter:
NOW!
$25.00
Radio Ministry
$190.00

in memory of Eldina Kienbaum for her birthday on September 5th from her family
in memory of our parents, Donald & Bernice Radke, our brother, Jeff Radke and Norm
Hass, with love from the Radke family

Memorials
$100.00
$25.00

in memory of my grandparents, Rev. and Mrs. Max Schmidt, from Stephanie Hazelwood
in memory of Joyce Litke from Mary Schroeder

New Boiler Fund
$10.00
$50.00
$20.00
$10.00

in memory of Les Sabatke from Ruth Buck
in memory of Tyler Holbach on his birthday from Gerald & Carol Duwe
in memory of Les Sabatke from Lynn Henrich
in memory of Mary Summers from Lissette Frick

Food For Kids
$20.00
$25.00

in memory of Mary Summers from Sally & Neil Tesch
in memory of Richard Bjorklund from Greg Eichelkraut and Linda Becker

Stained Glass Window Repair
$60.00
in honor of Dan & Patsy Pick’s 60th wedding anniversary on September 2 from Dan Pick
$100.00
in memory of my aunt & uncle, Adeline & Dave Arseneau from Marlene
St Paul’s Cemetery Fund
$20.00
in memory of Eldina Kienbaum for her September 5 birthday from Julie & Rick Guzinski

715-536-7322 |

903 E. 2nd St., Merrill, Wisconsin 54452

Rev. Mike Southcombe
Terra Holdridge
Timothy Ruprecht
Kimberly McCaskill
Darlene Johnson

Senior Minister
Administrative Director
Facilities Manager
Administrative Assistant
Organist

|

ststephensucc.net

mike@ststephensucc.net
terra@ststephensucc.net
timothy@ststephensucc.net
kimberly@ststephensucc.net
Call the church office

Some stock photographs in this issue are courtesy of Clip Art, Pixabay and Unsplash. www.pixabay.com www.unsplash.com
www.clipart-library.com
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HELP. VOLUNTEER. CHARITY. CONTRIBUTE. RESCUE.
SUPPORT. COMMUNITY.

We need volunteers for some special events at the church. Please call the office if
you would be so willing to help in any one of the following areas . . .

Dinner @ 5 PM Volunteers
Needed

Messy Church Volunteers
Wanted

We are looking for individuals who would be
interested in joining a committee for the Dinner
@ 5 PM program. These individuals would
plan meals for the month, help coordinate
volunteers, and assist in picking up the
Feeding America orders. At least one
individual would need to be there every
Monday to monitor the dinner and ensure all
church policies are followed. Tentative date for
the program to start up is September 13.

We are looking to get some assistance with
Messy Church evenings once a month. Please
consider offering your time as host for one of
the activity stations, as a greeter or for food
preparation.

Audio / Visual Sunday
Worship Helpers Wanted
Saint Stephens is looking to get some extra
hands to assist with Sunday morning audio/
sound system operation. Setting up a rotation
of volunteers will help relieve Corey Dornbrack
and will make things smoother for listeners on
the radio and on Livestream. Please contact
the church if you are interested. The process is
quite easy to learn and we can definitely place
you where you are most comfortable.

You are welcome to call the church office to
sign up OR we have sign-ups on the church
website.
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