THE INTERPRETER
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 & Fri 8-3:30
Ministers: The Congregation
Minister to the Ministers:
Rev. Michael Southcombe, Senior Pastor

No matter who you are . . .
. . . or where you are on life’s
journey, YOU are welcome here.

2021
From the Pastor
Halloween is coming, which means
Reformation Sunday is coming, too. In fact,
they are the same day this year! If you are
tired of the old boring superhero, vampire, and
zombie costumes, I have some suggestions
for you. Because Halloween coincides with
Reformation Sunday, why not dress up like
your favorite Protestant reformer? Here are
some ideas:
Okay, the obvious one, Martin Luther. Take a copy of the 95
Theses (I have a copy in my office if you
have lost yours), a hammer and some nails
to nail them to a door. For the true zealot,
that could be the threatened “trick” you play
on someone who doesn’t pay you
indulgences (candy).
When you get the
candy, you could say
something like,
“Thank you for these
indulgences but faith
alone will save you!”
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If you want to go in a group, the shortest
one should dress up as Luther and the
others as Prince Frederick III’s soldiers
escorting him to safety at Wartburg Castle
in Eisenach. Think of the fun you’ll have
running up to neighbors’ doors yelling, “Trick or treat! And
directions to Wartburg Castle, please!”
John Calvin could be fun but make sure you use faux fur for
that collar or risk having someone dressed up as a PETA
activist throwing paint on you. The advantage to dressing up
as the older John Calvin is that you can swap the hat for a
crazy wig, mess up the beard and go as Gandalf next year.

p. 1-2
p. 3
p. 3
p. 3
p. 4
p. 5
p. 6
p. 6
p. 6
p. 7
p. 8
p. 9
p. 10
p. 11

The “morning star” of the reformation and one of the first to translate the Bible into
English, John Wycliffe would be a great choice. Added advantage, you can go as
Moses next year! Carry a copy of the Wycliffe Bible with you to complete your
costume and then keep it handy and read it all year long.
Of course, there are women who were Reformers as well, such
as Katherine von Bora, Martin Luther’s wife. Add a ledger
book for keeping track of how much beer you have in the
brewery, grain in the bins and hogs in the shed. She was the
one who ran the business part of the farm, brewery, and
seminary. She also took notes at the after-dinner conversations between her
husband, his friend Philip Melanchthon and students and turned them into the 2
volumes of “Table Talk” as part of the 56 volumes of “Luther’s Works.”
Sarah and Angelina Grimke—the Grimke Sisters were the first southern
white women to act publicly to oppose slavery and, later, begin the women’s
rights movement. Works best if 2 work on it together. Carry around a copy
of their book “American Slavery as It Is.” Save the costume and you can
dress as the wife in the American Gothic painting next year.
Antoinette Brown was the first woman since New
Testament times to be ordained in the church and the
first to be elected to serve a church as pastor. This is probably one of the most
frightening costumes you can wear for some church people! Bonus: with a wig
and some black lace gloves you can go as Morticia Addams next year.
Or you can always go as a “villain” in the Reformation: Cardinal Cajetan or
Johann Tetzel, “As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory to
heaven springs!” You can Google pictures of them. I am thinking this could
become a requirement for confirmation classes in the future.
If you go with any of these or with another reformer, make sure to wear your costume to church on
Reformation Sunday, October 31. A prize for the best Protestant Reformer costume.
Have a safe and happy Halloween and join us for a special celebration of Reformation Sunday!
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The September Radio
Broadcasts are
sponsored by:
October 6 – Wednesday Night Service 6 PM
October 10 – Messy Church 4 PM – 6 PM
October 13 – Wednesday Night Service 6 PM
October 16 – Living River Quartet 6 PM
October 17 – Confirmation Class 5 PM – 7 PM
October 20 – Wednesday Night Service 6 PM
October 27 – Wednesday Night Service 6 PM

October 3: In memory of my husband, Dan
Catlin’s birthday on September 29, from Diana
Catlin.
October 10: In memory of Marvin & Verna
Koehler on their wedding anniversary from
Kathryn & Richard Vandre.
October 17: In memory of Elmer Fredrick, who
has been in heaven 26 years today from
Phyllis Fredrick.
October 24: In honor of Bruce & Janet
Schaefer’s 25th wedding anniversary on the
18th of October.

October Green
Team Tip:
Always recycle aluminum cans.
It’s possible to make twenty recycled cans with
the same amount of energy it takes to make
just one new one. Bring your recycled
aluminum cans to the church. The church
receives money from the cans recycled – it’s a
win/win.

Search Committee
for our new
Associate Pastor
is:
Bill McIntyre (Chairperson)
Jennifer Porath (Co-Secretary)
Lydia McIntyre (Co-Secretary)
Leanne Schnabl (Communications)
Cliff Williams (Chaplain)
Janet Schafer
Marcus Reinhardt
Jeff Hetfeld

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships:
October 31

November 7, 14

If you would like to sponsor an available
broadcast, call 715-536-7322 or email:
kimberly@ststephensucc.net.
If you would like us to post a picture of the
loved one you are remembering or honoring in
your sponsorship, email a picture or bring one
to the office for scanning at least a week before
the Sunday sponsored. We will post the
sponsorship notice on Saturday on Facebook
and remind people to tune in to worship on
Sunday morning.

Altar Flowers

Please call or sign up in the office to sponsor
altar flowers. Vases are available at the church
for your use.
Broses Flower Center (715.536.7171)
Victoria’s Floral (715.305.0308)
*Delivery to the church will be done on Fridays
before noon by the florist as a complimentary
service.
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Sunday October 17: 5-7pm
Sue and I offer a heartfelt thank you to the
Council, the Church and Ministry Committee,
the Search Committee and everyone who
helped make my Installation the wonderful
gathering it was. We look forward to many
years together with St. Stephens, doing the
work of the Kingdom of God here in Merrill and
the Northwest Association. Blessings upon us
all!

Pastor Mike

The Confirmands who gathered for our
orientation decided that the 3rd Sunday of the
month from 5-7pm will be the time for our
monthly class.
If you have not picked up your
syllabus—schedule of classes and
assignments—or your Confirmation workbook,
please pick one up at the church or email
Pastor Mike for a digital copy.
For Oct. 17:
Read Part 1: Old Testament
Establish relationship with Mentor

Welcome to the newest
member of Saint Stephens,
Britney Rajek!

Congratulations
Jerome and Ashley Ziegelbauer!
Wishing you a happy married life. May God
guide you in your new journey and bless you
every day.

We wish you success in your
life– both in your faith in God
and in your pursuits of life.
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*1/3 of Neighbors In Need funds supports the
Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM)
*2/3 of Neighbors In Need offering is used by
the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries
(JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives,
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects
through grants.

This is my commandment that you love one another as I have
loved you. John 5:12

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission
offering of the United Church of Christ that
supports ministries of justice and compassion
throughout the United States. This year,
special consideration will be given to projects
focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors
as well as those that build caring communities.
The theme of 2021 is “unfailing love” This is my
commandment that you love one another as I
have loved you. John 5:12. Unfailing love could
change lives and communities. The focus on
helping our immigrant neighbors and their
communities reminds me of the Good
Sarmatian story. Jesus told the story of a man
who was traveling and was beaten and left for
dead at the side of the road. A priest and
Levite both passed this man but did not help
him. Then a man from Samaria walked by and
helped the man, he put medicine on his
wounds and wrapped them with bandages.
The Samaria then gave the inn keeper money
and said to take care of the man. When Jesus
asked “Which of these 3 men was a neighbor
to the man who was attacked by the robbers.
The response was the one who helped him.
The world is full of people today who are in
desperate need of a good neighbor. A donation
to this special mission offering will help NIN to
give funding to projects whose goal is to help
our
immigrant
neighbors
and
their
communities.

*Need grants are awarded to UCC churches
and organizations doing justice work in their
communities. These grants fund projects
whose work ranges from direct service to
community organizing and advocacy to
address systemic injustice.
For more information, to donate, or to apply for
NIN grants online visit:
www.ucc.org/neighbors-in-need-specialmission-offering/
Please help us help others to be Good
Neighbors. Your donation will help a church
fund a project that will change the lives of
people trying to find a new life in a foreign
country.

Scan the QR Code for quick and easy
online giving! Neighbors In Need will be
available for online giving on October 1.
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August Financials

Dinner at Five has been cancelled
until further notice.
Dave is looking to move on from Dinner at Five.
We would love to keep this community dinner
as a mission within Saint Stephens, but it will
not be possible without help.
We need individuals within the church to put
together a committee to help facilitate Dinner at
Five. This committee would then gather
volunteers from the community to assist with
cooking, serving, and picking up food items.
If you’re interested in being a part of the
committee or interested in volunteering, please
join us on October 4 at 5 PM in the Kuck
Lounge. We will work on getting a list of
volunteers and at what capacity they are
looking to volunteer for.
On September 13 we opened our doors to 55
members of the community. There is a need for
this program, but without volunteers, Saint
Stephens will not be able to continue to offer
this ministry.

Three month financial picture above.
August was a very good month for the church.
We were ahead by $9,713.26. See monthly
breakdown below.
August Income: $32,588.27.
August Expenses: $22,875.01
August Net Profit: $9,713.26
Our August mission was for Pine Crest and the
congregation raised $730!!!! Thank you to
everyone who contributed.

Join us on October 16
@ 6:30 PM
Living River Quartet
In The Sanctuary
Sponsored By:
Stan & Debbie Seeger
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The other stations include:
Dry Erase Board—wipe away the things you
regret.
Marble Run—create a path for a marble and
talk about obstacles and diversions in your own
path.

Messy Church October 10th
4 PM – 6 PM
Biblical Text: Isaiah 43:18-19
Theme: A New Beginning
In this session we will explore:
What does it mean to look forward with hope?
Where has God already shown us that God
can make ways in the wilderness?
How do we feel about being offered a fresh
start?
Glad? Nervous? Excited? We can
anticipate a future with hope because we know
God has been and is faithful.
How can we share stories of how God is
faithful?
How does this session help us to grow in
Christ? God is able to make a way forward
even in the most hopeless situations. We start
a new school year, a new church year, new
ways of doing so many different things—letting
go of what happened before and trusting God
to lead us in new and wonderful ways. The
wilderness is messy; God doesn’t promise to
clean up the mess but to lead us through it.
Activity stations include:
Everyone will help put together Hygiene Kits
for Church World Service. These kits are
especially needed right now in shelters for
people recovering from hurricanes and
wildfires as well as the centers where Afghan
refugees are being housed.
**See next page for more on the kits.
Interested volunteers, please sign up on the
website under Messy Church Volunteers or call
the church office.

Wax Resist Pictures—How can we be on the
lookout for what God is doing?
Recycled Flowers—How can we take
something that is used and make something
new and beautiful out of it?
Bookbag tags—create a way to remember
that God will make a way for us and goes with
us on the journey.
Try Something New—a table of snacks from
around the world—try something new.
Finger Labrynth—slow down and think about
where God is leading us.
We will do all the activites and then sit down
together for a meal of hamburgers, turkey
burgers, baked beans, chips and dessert.
Please sign up to attend on our website so we
know how much food to make. We look
forward to seeing you as we dive in on a
hands-on approach to worship.
Go to https://messychurchusa.org for videos
and more information about the international
movement called Messy Church.

Supplies Needed
For October Messy
Church
If you can help us out by donating any of the
following supplies, we would appreciate it:
•
•

Maps
Small, “personal” dry erase boards

Please bring your items to the church office by
Wednesday, October 6.
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An ALL Church Mission Project:
Church World Service
Hygiene Kits
to be assembled at Messy Church!
We hope to assemble 50 Hygiene Kits for Church World Service to give to people in disaster shelters
and refugee camps. The kits, coming from churches across the country and Canada, are ways to tell
people who are hurting and grieving that they are not alone. They are physical reminders that we
hold one another in prayer.
Each kit must contain the same items:

We will have tags on the pillar bulletin board by the accessible entrance doors. Please pick up the
tags and bring the items named back to the church on Sunday, October 10. We will count up what
we have and buy items to fill in the list to complete our 50 kits. If you have never come to Messy
Church, please come Sunday, October 10 and be a part of putting these kits together. Any extra
items that do not make up full kits will be donated to Haven.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking to get some assistance with
Messy
Church
and
Sunday
morning
audio/sound system operation. Messy Church
volunteers would be needed once a month.
Audio/Sound volunteers will help relieve Corey
Dornbrack from doing it every Sunday. Corey
will help train anyone interested in helping.
Please call the church office if you’re interested
in helping with either of these opportunities.

Nominees Needed
If you are interested in running for a
vacant seat on the Council or serving on
another
committee,
please
email
terra@ststephensucc.net and she will forward
your email to the new Nominating Committee
to contact you and get further information
which we will then print in the November
Interpreter. If you wish to nominate someone,
email Terra as well with your nomination and it
will be forwarded to the Nominating
Committee.
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Beginning Wednesday, October 6
at 6:00 PM
Midweek Contemplative Service

Meditative music. Scriptural reflection. Community prayer.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
We want to acknowledge and celebrate your special
birthdays! Send your church friends birthday wishes,
whether in person, via email, or by sending one of those
wonderful cards you can hold in your hands by mail!

Oct 1
Oct 1
Oct 1
Oct 1
Oct 1
Oct 2
Oct 2
Oct 2
Oct 2
Oct 3
Oct 3
Oct 4
Oct 4
Oct 4
Oct 5
Oct 5
Oct 5
Oct 5
Oct 6
Oct 6
Oct 6
Oct 6
Oct 7
Oct 8
Oct 8
Oct 8
Oct 8
Oct 8
Oct 8
Oct 9

Betty Mahn
Joel Wendt
Mason Reinhardt
Leanne Schnabl
Gay Mootz
Lynn Seidler
Nancy Walsh
Lottie Ziemke
Carmen Klug
Cindy Vair
Beth Ann Houle
Wesley Boehm
Pat Hahn
Kathy Turner
Sonya Davis
Yvonne Kleimola
Kathy Keddell
Mary Wilson
Deanna Davis
Jennifer Krueger
Nicholas Luedtke
Siobhan Schuetze
Ryan Bloch
Marge Johnson
Carol Krause
Justin Peterson
Cody Depies
Roger Mootz
Raya Osness
Randy Mahn

Oct 9
Oct 9
Oct 9
Oct 10
Oct 10
Oct 10
Oct 11
Oct 11
Oct 11
Oct 12
Oct 12
Oct 12
Oct 12
Oct 12
Oct 12
Oct 12
Oct 13
Oct 13
Oct 14
Oct 14
Oct 14
Oct 14
Oct 15
Oct 15
Oct 16
Oct 16
Oct 16
Oct 16
Oct 18
Oct 18

Emily Schwartzman
E J Weix
Lucas Grefe
Sara Doerr
Tara Shimel
Kynlee Badeau
Holly Henrich
Jerry Krause
Leroy Vandre
Mary Jo Messerschmidt

Mari Nelson
Daniel Ney
Thomas Seidel
Nicholas Bowe
Avery Clark
Robert Gremler
Jill Patraw
Jody Meyer
Debi Lemon
Douglas Iwen
Elly Hanson
Samantha Brandenburg

Marion Beyer
Emersyn Breaman
Lynn Badeau
Michael Klempke
Leesa Roth
Lexi Slagoski
Samantha Laatsch
Carol Plautz

Oct 19
Oct 19
Oct 19
Oct 20
Oct 20
Oct 21
Oct 21
Oct 22
Oct 22
Oct 22
Oct 23
Oct 24
Oct 24
Oct 24
Oct 25
Oct 25
Oct 26
Oct 27
Oct 27
Oct 28
Oct 28
Oct 29
Oct 29
Oct 30
Oct 30
Oct 31
Oct 31
Oct 31

Joyce Peterson
Kathryn Nebel
Kate Veith
Michael Harbath
Travis Dallman
Susan Forster
Wendy Reinhardt
Rick Wendland
Michael Gleason
Brooke Slagoski
Wesley McIntyre
Barb Anderson
Laurie Olson
Savannah Doering
Aubrie Brandenburg
Christina Lammerding
Danielle Breaman
Jacob Laatsch
Cody Dengel
Zachary Wilding
Leo Maluegge
Zoey Dreikosen
Jackie Johnson
Danny Woller
Aria Glisch
Jo Ann Vachavake
Andrew Duerkop
Lavern Kanitz
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Special Gifts for October Interpreter:
NOW!
$20.00
$25.00

Radio Ministry
$190.00
$190.00
$190.00
$190.00
$190.00
$200.00

in memory of Kathy Graap from Sharon Detert
in memory of Kathy Graap from Kris Smith

in memory of my husband, Dan Catlin’s birthday on September 29th from Diana Catlin
in memory of Linda Perry for her 9th year in Heaven from Randy Perry
in memory of George and Gerald Henrich from the Prairie River Gang
in memory of Art & Phil Schaefer from the Prairie River Gang
in honor of Bruce and Janet Schaefer’s 25th wedding anniversary on October 18th.
in memory of Marvin & Verna Koehler on their wedding anniversary from Kathryn &
Richard Vandre

Memorials
$10.00
$50.00
$30.00
$10.00
$20.00

in memory of Dennis Rothmeyer from Marge Williams
in memory of Denny Rothmeyer from Dennis & Luanne Grefe
in memory of Lyle Karau from Ewald & Marilyn Katke
in memory of Kathy Graap from Linda Hass
in memory of Kathy Graap from Geral & Carol Duwe

New Boiler Fund
$40.00
$50.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$20.00

in memory of parents, Lylas & Bernice Berndt, for their birthdays from
Dennis & Sharon Woller
in memory of Don Wold and John Frisch birthdays from Lois Wold
In memory of Irene Berndt for her birthday from Gary & Jill Mosser
in memory of James Schult from Lissette Frick
in memory of Kathy Graap from Dennis & Sharon Woller
in memory of Kathy Graap from John & Gloria Schenzel

Capital Improvements
$25.00

in memory of Kathy Graap from Mike & Debbie Moellendorf

Anniversary Fund
$10.00

in memory of Phyllis Oestreich from Gerald Oestreich
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