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 4 The rabble among them had a 
strong craving; and the Israelites also 
wept again, and said, “If only we had 
meat to eat! 5 We remember the fish we 
used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the 
cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the 
onions, and the garlic; 6 but now our 

strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to 
look at.”  (Num 11:4-6, NRSV) 

That passage from Numbers is a dear friend’s favorite 
passage in scripture.  She wants it read at her funeral.  Only she 
shortens it to the core of the message: “Oh, sure we were 
slaves, and they could murder us at will, but at least we had 
cucumbers!” 

The Hebrew people have not reached the promised land, 
so they are not yet “Israelites.”  They are tired of subsisting on 
manna and quail.  They are tired of depending on God to bring 
forth streams of water from the parched rocks of their desert 
wanderings.  They are weary of following the new cleanliness 
laws and maintaining their cultic purity when so much of life is so 
very hard. They are tired of being told what they can and cannot 
do. 

So, they complain.  And they imagine conspiracies and 
suspect impure and malevolent motives in their leadership—
namely, Moses. 

And they balk at worshiping only one god.  They want 
their cucumbers back, even if it means, as God put it to them, 
choosing death over life.   

Then God and Moses work together to spread out the 
leadership tasks among 70 other leaders in the caravan of 
wandering Hebrews (Well, first God calls Aaron and Miriam to 
account for their part in fomenting dissatisfaction and rebellion among the people but after a week of 
leprosy they get to rejoin the party). 
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Spreading out the decision making, raising up trusted leaders from among the people and 
increasing “transparency,” which in those days meant long, rambling, pithy sermons to the people 
(thus, we call them the “good old days”). 

In our second year of the pandemic, we are now where the Hebrews were in their wandering 
through the wilderness on their way to the Promised Land.  We grow weary.  We lament.  We cry out 
for help or shout out complaints and accusations. We doubt our leadership and their motives.  We 
minimize the effects the actual disease might have on the people we love so that we can feel less 
guilty when we just want to hug someone.  At least we had cucumbers. 

The good news is that it will not take 40 years of this wandering to get us back to singing in 
church again.  It will, however, take time to get us back to feeling like we are through this wilderness.  
And just as the Promised Land was different than Egypt under Pharaoh, our new reality will be 
different than the old.   

The Hebrew people emerged from the wilderness as Israelites, with a unity of spirit and 
devotion to the welfare of one another.  Hospitality to the stranger and love of neighbor became the 
guiding ethic under which God called them to live.  It took God 40 years to shape them into this new 
people with a whole new way of living in community that demanded they let go of their selfishness. 

Let us try to make God happy with who we have become through this pandemic wilderness.  
Let us strive for the unity, for the love of neighbor, for the extravagant hospitality and the dedication to 
justice for all people that we know God desires.  

The Israelites learned they could grow cucumbers and melons in the Promised Land, and they 
learned they tasted all the sweeter when they could share them with people they loved and for whom 
they wished the best. 

Let us plant some cucumbers together.  
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In-Person Worship Resumes 
 

The Community has done it! We have worked together, we have masked and sanitized and lovingly 
kept our distance and brought the case activity down to medium levels and the vaccination rates 
continue to rise.  We will once again be able to gather for in person worship!  But in the words of the 
unwitting theologian Han Solo, “Don’t get cocky, kid!” 
 
With the wisdom of Han Solo in mind, we will continue to take the recommended precautions outlined 
below. 
 
Masks are mandatory.  They do not protect you; they offer some protection to others if you are 
carrying the virus. As such, they are a sign of your Christian love and concern for your neighbor. The 
research is not yet conclusive as to whether or not vaccinated people can still carry the virus in 
sufficient quantity to infect others. Early research shows that it is possible and has happened.  
Therefore, masks will be mandatory for attendance at worship or any function of the church. 
 
Seating will be limited and assigned.  Ushers will direct you to the seat furthest away from the door 
and then dismiss in the opposite order so that those attending will not be passing by others on their 
way to or from their seat. 
 
Two services each Sunday.  We will have two (2) services, 9 AM and 11 AM, to cut down on the 
number of people at either service. They will be virtually identical except the second service will have 
a “time for all ages” because Sunday School will take place during the early service only.  
 
Sign up to attend.  We ask you to sign up on the website or by calling the church office for the time 
you want to attend. Depending on where the county is in its recovery, we will start by limiting 
attendance to 70. We are relying on people’s good sense to determine if they should stay at home 
(people still at heightened risk for the virus) or if they are not feeling well that morning to stay home as 
well. The numbers will also help members decide if they feel comfortable attending given the signup 
for any given service.  Signing up is a courtesy to those members who will look for the lower 
attended services.  
 
A Brisk Service.  We will have fans to draw fresh air into the sanctuary and draw air out of the 
sanctuary throughout the service to maintain a good exchange of air. As such, the sanctuary may be 
cooler than usual so dress accordingly. 
 
We will not have congregational singing—but there will be music and a soloist. And we will not have 
communal/responsive prayer—but there will be prayer. We will not ask you to stand up and sit down 
to keep exertion and elevated breathing to a minimum.  These—and other changes—are all designed 
to minimize the risk to people attending. We will re-incorporate those elements of the service as 
vaccination rates increase and case levels drop to 5-10 per 100,000. 
 
Children will go directly to Sunday School to allow greater numbers in attendance. Sunday School 
guidelines are on the next page.  
 
Our livestream of the 9 AM worship service will continue. If you are unable to join us for worship, we 
still encourage you to listen to the radio or tune in to the Facebook Livestream at 9 AM.  The 11 AM 
service will not be broadcast or livestreamed. 
 
All of these guidelines/precautions may change as vaccination rates increase and the CDC is able to 
gather more data for more conclusive recommendations. 
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Guidelines for a Safe Return to Sunday School 
 
Children must be registered!!  Please go to the website or call 
the church office to get the form needed to pre-register your 
child for Sunday School.  Previous registrations are no longer 
valid. We are starting over. We need to know who is planning 
to attend now. 
As always, please do not bring your child if they have been sick, 
run a fever, been nauseous or vomiting, complained of head, 
neck or stomach pain or other symptoms in the last 24 hours. 

Parents should bring their children directly to their Sunday School classrooms by 9am (allow 
yourself time to get back for the start of worship). 
Children will be required to wear masks, just as they are in schools. We will have nametags on the 
tables to mark where the children will sit. We will have plenty of hand sanitizer, sanitizing wipes and 
extra masks to keep everything clean and the children and teachers safe. 
At about 9:45 we will bring the children into worship—a “Divine Interruption”—and Pastor Mike will 
have some time with them.  The short pews in the west transept will be reserved for them.  Parents 
can pick them up from there after worship. 
At this time, we will not be offering nursery service but hope to be able to do so soon. 
We appreciate your cooperation, and we look forward to a great few weeks of Sunday School and 
then a summer of exciting fun in Messy Church! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Baptism for Kellen 
We rejoice in the baptism of 
Kellen Michael Alexander who 
was baptized on Easter Sunday.  
 
Saint Stephens prays for a joyful 
life for Kellen and his parents, 
Alexandra and Patrick Alexander. 
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March Financials 

 
As you can see it looks like we had a giant jump in income in March. This increase is because the 

COVID-19 Cares Act PPP/SBA loan we received last April was forgiven in March. This loan was kept 
in a restricted account in 2020 as we were unsure if it would need to be paid back. This loan was 
given to the church as a means to pay wages and utilities in 2020 as the pandemic impacted the 

church on many levels. Had we not added this loan to our March income we would have been at a 
loss of $378.26 in the month of March. Our current year to date profit is $31,470.22. 

 
Other Financial Updates 

 
Saint Stephens has a goal of $6,500 for OCWM 

basic support in 2021, as of the end of March our 
members have given $1320. 

Now! Capital Campaign 
Balance 

$190,202.44 

New Boiler Fund 
Balance  
$13,437 

The Congregation was very generous this year 
for One Great Hour of Sharing. Our members 

raised $1780!  

Total Funds Available for Projects 
$280,646.85 

(Includes all Bequests so designated)  
*Numbers in the chart above are as of 3/31/2021 

 
Scrip 

Our Scrip program has been a little slow this year. We have a balance of $2,345 as of the end of 
March as compared to $7,666 in March 2020. Now that we have resumed in person worship, we may 

see an increase in Scrip sales. We have added the ability for those interested to purchase scrip 
through the RaiseRight App on your phone. This app is a great way to purchase scrip on the go and 
still earn profits for the church. Plus, there are bonus percentages available regularly. See the next 

page to learn how to sign up.  
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1. Join the program• First, download the RaiseRight 
mobile app from the app store using your smartphone or 
tablet or by visiting www.RaiseRight.com. Then, enter the 
enrollment code to join: Please Call the Church for Enrollment Code! 
 
2. Buy gift cards and earn for Saint Stephens• Browse bonuses, search for a specific brand, shop 
categories, and more. When you’re ready to check out, sign up for secure online payments. You can 
link a bank account, add a credit card, or both. The brand gives back to your organization the moment 
you buy a gift card. (When adding your bank account it may take up to two business days to verify 
your account information. There is a 15-cent bank fee with each transaction; if you use a credit card 
to purchase scrip the fee is 2.6%.) 
 
3. Get and use your gift cards• eGift cards are delivered to the app within minutes—view them in 
your Wallet. Physical gift cards are mailed to your coordinator. Many are reloadable so you can keep 
earning with the ones you have. Use both types in-store and online. 
 
*Gift cards and local scrip will still be available at the church before worship and in the church office. 
This is not replacing our current scrip program, but rather expanding the possibilities of the scrip 
program to those who are comfortable using their smartphone or other device. Call Terra at 
715.536.7322 if you need assistance.  
 
 
 

A Personal Testimonial: I was out and about shopping 
in Wausau and as I was about to check out at Old Navy, 
I remembered I downloaded the RaiseRight App. I 
quickly opened up the app and purchased an e-card. Old 
Navy was offering 14% back to the church!!! I checked 
out and used my e-card right from my phone and was on 

my way. I also needed to get some things from Kohl’s and needed to pay off my Kohl’s Charge Card. 
Kohl’s allows you to use church purchased gift cards to pay off your charge card in store!!! So I 
purchased the amount I needed to an e-card and they scanned it and I was good to go. It was quick 
and easy and the church earned money while I was on the go.    -Terra Holdridge 
 

 
 
 

“Great things are done by a series of small things brought together” 
--Vincent Van Gogh  
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SUMMER STUFF

Confirmation Sunday is May 2, 2021. We are reserving the 11 AM service for our 
graduating confirmation students and their family, friends and mentors. 
Unfortunately, while we cannot be together as a congregation to witness and 
affirm this milestone, please welcome them into the full life of the church when 
you see them around. Our confirmands are: Braxton Bartelt, Branden 
Brandenburg, Ryder Depies, Ian Dreikosen, Tanner Duwe, Kiana Haroldson, 
Riley Hoeft, Ian Schuetze, and Brooke Slagoski.  We will livestream this service 
on our Facebook page in addition to the first service that day. 

 
The last Confirmation class this school year for the 2022 class will be May 12 at 6pm. 
 
 
 

We will Celebrate 
Communion on May 2 

 

For those who plan to 
continue to worship via radio 
or livestream, you may pick 
up a supply of fellowship 

packets anytime during office hours during the 
week. They will be available on the table inside 
Door #1. 
 
It is in this unity of Spirit we find the holiness in 
Communion. 
 
 

 
 
There will be upcoming summer events 
and many opportunities for getting 
involved: Taco Tuesday, helping with 3 
Messy Church evenings, volunteering to 
help in the office, taking aluminum cans in 
to the recycling center, Food for Kids 
fundraisers and more! What do YOU like to 
do? Call the office and we can hook you up 
with a project that matches your interests!  
Enjoy the summer wonder of God all 
around you! 
 

 
 

 
Baccalaureate Sunday, May 30, 2021 

 
Saint Stephens congregation will be honoring the following 2021 High School 
graduates: Tanner Depies, Gavin Dinges, Eli Duerkop, Blake Hardin, Tyler 
Leistikow, Sara Rajek, Lexi Slagoski, Connor Stender and Zachary Wilding. 
 
Please let us know if there are any other high school or college graduates we may 
have missed.  We look forward to celebrating these individuals and their 
achievements! 
 

We will also congratulate those awarded with the Staats and Sholund Scholarships!! 
 
“Graduation is only a concept. In real life every day you graduate. Graduation is a 
process that goes on until the last day of your life .  If you can grasp that, you ’ l l  make a 
difference.”   
           --Arie Pencovici 
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Adult Bible Study 
Pastor Mike is offering a 6-week bible study 
series on 1 Corinthians.  We will be using the 
“Listen Up!” bible study resources for this 
study.  Sessions began on April 21 and will be 
every Wednesday evening, from 5:30-6:30pm, 
in person in the Kuck Lounge with a Zoom 
option for those who wish to join the 
conversation but not yet in person.  Please 
email Pastor Mike for the Zoom link. 
 
The uniqueness of the Listen Up! Bible 
Study series: 
 

God's word is alive, 
with something new 
to say to all of us. 
 
That's why the Listen 
Up! Bible 
Study series does not 
simply 
teach information 
about the Bible. 
It listens to God 
speak. 

 
In these Bible studies, you will be encouraged 
to listen: listen to the Bible, listen to your own 
questions and responses, and listen to the 
honest sharing among participants in your 
study group. In that mix of biblical text, 
personal engagement, and honest speaking 
and listening, God's word may be heard, 
speaking challenge and comfort.  
 
Whether or not your congregation has 
experienced conflict and division, you will find 
the study of 1 Corinthians to be a rich reflection 
on what it means to be the church and how a 
congregation's health can be undermined from 
within. 
 
The brilliance of Paul's letter is that his 
observations of church life are grounded 
theologically. Paul doesn't say, "Can't we all 
just get along?" His argument is a deeper one, 
based on what God has done in Jesus Christ. 
 

Paul's first letter to the Corinthians touches on 
sub-themes of church life: morality, food and 
diet, spiritual gifts, and -- famously in 1 
Corinthians 13 -- love. 
 
Please sign up on the website.  Books will be 
available at the church office for everyone who 
signs up for this study.  If you wish to 
reimburse the church for the cost of the book, 
they are $8 each.  Couples are invited to share 
if they like.  
 

The May Radio Broadcasts 
are sponsored by: 

 

May 2: In memory of our parents, Lawrence & 
Vivian Sampo, Sr. and Ervin & Mildred 
Koehler, from Larry & Gorgette Sampo. 
 
May 9: In memory of Aunt Joan Lukes, from 
Georgette & Larry Sampo and Families and 
Sherry Lahti & Families. 
 
May 23: In memory of Leo & Eleanor Fehlberg 
for their May birthdays, from Mike & Sue 
Kunkel and Mark & Carlene Hixson. 
 
May 30: In honor of those who have served 
and are currently serving in the armed forces, 
from Buzz & Marge Fehrmann. 
 

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships: 
 May 16   June 13, 27 

 
If you would like to sponsor an available 
broadcast, call 715-536-7322 or email: 
kimberly@ststephensucc.net.  
 

If you would like us to post a picture of the 
loved one you are remembering or honoring in 
your sponsorship, email a picture or bring one 
to the office for scanning at least a week before 
the Sunday sponsored. We will post the 
sponsorship notice on Saturday on Facebook 
and remind people to tune in to worship on 
Sunday morning.  
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   May Mission Focus: 
 

            Strengthening the Church 
 

The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering 
reflects the shared commitment of people 
across the United Church of Christ to 
cooperatively build up the UCC. Conferences 
and the national setting equally share the gifts 
given by members and friends through their 
local congregations. The funds raised support 
leadership development, new churches, youth 
ministry, and innovation in existing 
congregations.  By your generosity to this  
offering, you build up the Body of Christ. 
 

Food For Kids 
 
 Culvers Fundraiser May 20th 

 
Stop by Culvers anytime on May 20 and 
Culvers will donate 10% of their sales to Food 
for Kids. They will also be having a bake sale 
inside and a portion of those sales will also be 
donated to Food For Kids. Thank you for your 
support to this wonderful program.  
 
Monetary donations can be sent to Food For 
Kids, 903 E 2nd St, Merrill, WI 54452. 
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Happy Easter from your friends at United Church Camps, Inc. (UCCI)! 
 The hope and promise of the Easter Season seem magnified this year . . . the 
vaccines give us hope and promise . . . emerging from the dark days of our 
Covid-induced tombs give us hope and promise!  

 
At Cedar Valley, Moon Beach, and Pilgrim Center we hope you will return to 

see us soon, and we promise to do everything we can to do that safely. 
 
All of our sites are open and taking registration for 2021!  Please visit https://ucci.org/ to view the 
many events and camps available within the three conference outdoor ministry centers.  

Online Catalog: https://online.fliphtml5.com/fkncw/ksji/#p=1 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

TO YOU! 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

We want to acknowledge and celebrate your special birthdays! 
Send your church friends birthday wishes, whether in person, via 
email, or by sending one of those wonderful cards you can hold in 

your hands by mail! 

 
 
May 1 James Badeau 
May 1 Harriet Henrich 
May 1 Sandy Mosser 
May 2 Cheryl Ziemke-Fischer 
May 2 Gary Mosser 
May 2 Nila Oestreich 
May 2 Charles Reinhardt 
May 2 Janice Schiller 
May 2 Gavin Lemke 
May 3 Lucas Hoffman 
May 3 Kevin Mootz 
May 3 Evie Roeske 
May 4 Madisen Weix 
May 4 Gary Wolff 
May 4 Sussie Osness 
May 4 Ethan Ravn 
May 5 Cindy Geiss 
May 5 Lavern Sabatke 
May 5 David Reist 
May 6 Amy Dinges 
May 6 Sara Rajek 
May 6 Britney Rajek 
May 6 Michelle Salter 
May 6 John Rathke 
May 6 Andy Ament 
May 7 Millie Burrows 
May 7 Dave Schwartzman 
May 7 Wayne Erickson 
May 8 Joann Sauer 
May 8 Evie Parks 
May 8 Holden Heckendorf 
May 9 Arabel Miller 
May 10 Zach Anderson 

 
May 10  Clifford Roberts 
May 11   Myria Kludy 
May 11   Kara Tesky 
May 11  Leah Zastrow 
May 12  Valerie Alft 
May 13  Chelsea Wengeler 
May 13  Thorynn Soberg 
May 14   Alex Gehrke 
May 14  Dave Pyan 
May 15  Valerie Amelse 
May 15  Izabella Nelson 
May 15  Eugene Rowe 
May 15  Adison Clark 
May 15  Isla Golisch 
May 16  Barbara Golisch 
May 16  Tiffany Peterson 
May 16  Matthew Buck 
May 17  Joseph Rodemeier 
May 17  Peter Schuetze 
May 17  Sheryl Knospe 
May 18  Elizabeth Veith 
May 19  Juanita Arndt 
May 19  Robert Hoeft 
May 19  Theresa Garcia 
May 20  Kathy Badeau 
May 20  Garrett Schulz 
May 21  Kaitlin Bonnell 
May 22  Hugh Hanig 
May 22  Cole Breaman 
May 23  Steve Ament 
May 24  Paul Buck 
May 24  Delores Bunge 
May 24  Britney Gable 

 
May 24 Jillette Hanson 
May 24 Cory Eisner 
May 25 Sandra Beaudry 
May 25 Mary Peters 
May 27 Todd Osness 
May 27 Lincoln Zerbe 
May 28 Mickayla Kloth 
May 29 James Krueger 
May 29 Alisha Scantlin 
May 29 Kelly Wallace 
May 29 Jerry Cowart 
May 29 Matt Brock 
May 30 Carol Weber 
May 30 Jennifer Brooks 
May 31 Jill Reinhardt 
May 31 Khloe Rajek 
May 31 Courtney Anderson 
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Special Gifts received through April 19th: 
 

NOW! 
 $100.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Harriet Henrich 
 $50.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Sharon Detert 
 $100.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Pat Schultz and Gary Sholund 
 $50.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Lynn Henrich 
 $100.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Shirley Anderson Family 
 $20.00 in memory of Leota Davis from Sharon Detert 
 $75.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Mike & Sue Kunkel  
 $25.00 in memory of Leota Davis from Mike & Sue Kunkel 
 $25.00 in memory of Leota Davis from Kristine Smith 
 $20.00 in memory of Lance Nienow from John & Gloria Schenzel 
 $25.00 in memory of Leota Davis from Mike and Glynis Schroeder 
 
Radio Ministry 
 $190.00 in memory of my husband Arlo Berndt and my children Scott and Lisa from Eunice Berndt 
 $190.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from the Ushers Club 
 $20.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Richard & Elayne Ollmann 
 $190.00 in memory of our parents, Lawrence & Vivian Sampo, Sr. and Ervin & Mildred Koehler 
 $190.00 in memory of Norbert Krause from his family 
 
Capital Improvement 
 $40.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Ron & Jo Ann Vachavake 
 $20.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Jeff & Sue Kraft 
 
Memorials 
 $20.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Chip & Sandy Mosser 
 $30.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Missy & Dennis Ruge 
 $50.00 in loving memory of Pastor Dale Kuck from Charlie & Marge Johnson and family 
 $50.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Pesobic Lake Association 
 $25.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Roger & Julie Wendorf  
 $125.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Kraig Kuck 
 $40.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Carl & Kathy Hass 
 $20.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Phyllis Reinhardt 
 $100.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from William & Marion Beyer 
 $25.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Philip and Carol Krause 
 $50.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from William & Marlene Krueger 
 $575.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Multiple Donors  
 $50.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Howard & Mary Ann Kusler 
 $50.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Jerry & Elmira Krause  
 $100.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Ewald & Marilyn Katke 
 $300.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Bill & Carol Weber  
 $50.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Michael & Jean Ravn 
 $20.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Kay Storm 
 $100.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Gay & Sally Oberg 
 $25.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from David & Jean Mootz 
 $50.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Ronald & Walter Prey 
 $20.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Donna & Randee Block 
 $100.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Dennis & Lu Ann Grefe 
 $20.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Lori Leroy and Dustin Vandre 
 $50.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Robert & Lynda Rogers 
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 $70.00 in memory of my husband on our 70th wedding anniversary April 14th, 
  from Phyllis Reinhardt 
 $22.00 in memory of Lauri Gatterman from the family of Lauri Gatterman Bobby, Justin and Lexi 
 $50.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Darlene Knecht & Kenneth Bertsch 
 $20.00 in memory of Leota Davis from Terry & Kevin Krueger 
 $40.00 in memory of Leota Davis from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $40.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $50.00 in memory of Mike Mosser for his birthday from Gary & Jill Mosser 
 $50.00 in memory of Leota Davis from Ewald & Marilyn Katke 
 
New Boiler Fund 
 $40.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Dave & Cheryl Buck 
 $20.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Gary & Jill Mosser 
 $20.00  in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Tom & Nancy Seidel 
 $20.00  in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Marilyn Rathke 
 $50.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Dave & Nancy Bagley 
 $20.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Nancy Reinhardt-Porath & Jeffrey Porath 
 $250.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from the Ushers Club 
 $50.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Eppie Gruling 
 $25.00 in memory of Mike Mosser for his April birthday from Carol Plautz 
 $10.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Carol Plautz 
 $50.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Lois Wold 
 $25.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Nancy Hayes 
 $25.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Terry & Kevin Krueger 
 $25.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Mary & Tom Maluegge 
 $100.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Carol Garcia and family 
 $50.00 in loving memory of Uncle Norm Ziemke from Judy & Greg Heath and Terri & Terry Sukow 
 $25.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Greg & Judy Heath 
 $20.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Faye Stevenson 
 $20.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Faye Stevenson 
 $100.00 in memory of my wife, Linda Perry, at Easter from Randy Perry 
 $25.00 in memory of Lloyd Buck Sr. from Easter from Ruth Buck 
 $20.00 in memory of Leota Davis from Dave & Emily Schwartzman 
 $10.00 in memory of Leota Davis from Bill & Sandy Beaudry 
 $10.00 in memory of Leota Davis from Carol Plautz 
 $20.00 in memory of our wonderful Pastor Dale Kuck from Bill and Sandy Beaudry 
 $20.00 in memory of Leota Davis from David & Nancy Bagley 
 $25.00 in memory of Leota Davis from Rich & Nancy Dabbert 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
 $100.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Phyllis and Harlan Fausch  
 $100.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Richard and Kathryn Vandre 
 
Food For Kids 
 $50.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Linda & Bryan Plautz 
 $50.00 in memory of Marvin & Delores Hass for their April 19th wedding anniversary, 
  from Kristine Smith 
 $20.00 in memory of Leota Davis from Bryan & Linda Plautz 
  
Merrill Food Pantry 
 $250.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from the Ushers Club 
 $100.00 in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from June Kriewald 
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Easter Flower Memorials 
A special thanks to those who brought flower 
arrangements to decorate the sanctuary on 
Easter! 

• In memory of my mother, Loretta Zemke, from 
Patsy & Dan Pick. 

• In memory of my father, William Zemke, from 
Patsy & Dan Pick. 

• In memory of Loretta, Edward, and Dillon 
Cannon, from Lorri, Leroy & Dusty Vandre 

• In memory of loved ones, from Mike Heuser 
Family 

• In memory of loved ones, from Bill & Paula 
McIntyre and Family 

• In memory of Ken Schubert, from his wife, 
Eunice Schubert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ These are the lectionary readings for Sundays in 
this month.  Not all readings will be used every 
Sunday.  These are provided for your personal 
study and devotion. 
 
May 2, Fifth Sunday in Easter 
Acts 8:26-40   Psalm 22:25-31 
1 John 4:7-21  John 15:1-8 

 
May 9, Sixth Sunday in Easter 
Acts 10:44-48  Psalm 98 
1 John 5:1-6   John 15:9-17 
 

May 16, Seventh Sunday in Easter 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  Psalm 1 
1 John 5:9-13  John 17:6-19 
 

May 23, Pentecost Sunday 
Ezekiel 37:1-14  Psalm 104 
John 15:26-27  John 16:4b-15 
Acts 2:1-21 
 

May 30, Trinity Sunday 
Isaiah 6:1-8   Psalm 29 
Romans 8:12-17  John 3:1-17 
 

 

 Your 2021 Executive Committee 
And Council Members 

 
Corey Dornbrack  President 
Kristine Smith  Vice President 
Paula McIntyre  Secretary 
Bonnie Koelsch  Treasurer 
 
Cheryl Buck   Judy Heath 
Mike Moellendorf  Janet Schafer 
Chris Stevenson 
Bill Wengeler 
Melissa-Jean Stevenson 
Frank Van Alstine 
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Special Opportunities to Serve 
Altar Flowers 

 

We are once again looking for sponsors to 
provide flowers on the altar for our Sunday 
worship services.  Our flower calendar is “fresh” 
and ready to bloom again!  Please call or sign 
up in the office to sponsor the altar flowers. 
Vases are available at the church for your use.  
 

The florists in town listed below are: 
 

Broses Flower Center  (715.536.7171) 
8-5 Monday through Friday 

9-12 Saturdays 
 

Victoria’s Floral  (715.305.0308) 
9-4 Monday through Friday 

9-12 Saturdays 
 
Just a phone call to either florist and they will 
have two handcrafted arrangements made for 
your loved one.  In addition, both vendors are 
willing to provide the tax-exempt credit since 
the flowers are for a church. 
 
*Delivery to the church will be done by the 
florist as a complimentary service at no 
charge on Fridays before noon. 
 

Liturgists Needed 
We are looking for liturgists to sign up and 

assist with worship! 
 
 

 

Moon Beach Spring Work Camp 
 

Moon Beach relies on volunteers throughout 
the year to keep the sanctuary functional and 
beautiful! 
 
There are both skilled and unskilled tasks to be 
completed – from cabin maintenance, painting, 

plumbing 
and 

carpentry to 
stacking 

firewood, 
basic trail clearing and raking! Youth who are 
ready to learn responsibility, work ethic and 
good stewardship are welcome to attend with 
their parents/guardians. 
 
We invite you to arrive anytime on Friday night 
to settle in and enjoy free time. After a day of 
exertion on Saturday, you’ll have some 
community time and free time on Saturday 
evening. You will go home feeling 
accomplished and spiritually refreshed (even if 
your body’s a little sore) after worship and a 
delicious brunch on Sunday morning! 
 
Our Spring Work Weekend is scheduled for 
Friday, May 21 thru Sunday, May 23.  
**Donations would be accepted to help cover 
food and lodging. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: If you do NOT plan to attend 
for the entire session but only a portion of the 
time, please contact Kathy at the phone below.  
 
Please visit the website at: ucci.org for more 
information or to register. If you’d like to go on a 
different day with a group from church, please 
contact Kathy. Lunch will be included! 
 
If you have any questions, contact Kathy at: 
kathy@ucci.org or call (715) 479-8255. 
 
The Extreme Makeover session is scheduled 
for Monday, May 24 thru Friday May 28.  This 
session is for bigger projects and requires more 
skilled volunteers, especially those handy with 
power tools. Donations are greatly appreciated 
and accepted for this session as well. 
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“Messy church?  I don’t like the sound of that!” a participant in one of the small groups at the Messy 
Church workshop was quoting one of their church council members when the participant said she was 
going to the workshop.  It is a normal reaction when we start talking about change in the church. 

 
Messy Church is one of the “Fresh Expressions of Worship” in the United 
Church of Canada and the United Methodist Churches; it is one of our 
UCC’s emerging “Inspiring Models of Ministry.” 
 
Messy Church is Christ-centered, biblically focused, and offers an 
opportunity for families to explore their faith, coming together in a lively 
worship that does not presuppose any familiarity with traditional 
churchiness and finally interacting as a community 

to share a meal. 
Saint Stephens’ Monthly Messy Church Event will be on the second Sunday of 
the month. It will be a very different sort of worship experience, but it is a 
worship service!  
 
We will open with a spirited telling of a Bible story. Then we will explore that 
story through interactive arts, games, and conversations. Every activity station 
will have a set of questions to think about and the station Hosts will engage 
the participants in those questions as they go along. For instance, if the story 
is about feeding the 5,000, the questions might be: How do you think the 
disciples felt when Jesus told them to feed the crowds? How did the boy with 
the loaves and fish feel when the disciples asked him to share? What do you think the people were 
thinking when the baskets were being passed? How does your family share a meal? Do you ever 
worry about not getting your “fair share?” 
 

There are no “wrong” answers. We will grow closer to Jesus when the Hosts 
accept our answers, and we grow and learn together. The adults are 
participants, co-sharers, and co-learners, just like the disciples and the people 
following Jesus! Then we will share a meal, tell the story one more time and 
close with prayers and a song. 
 
Messy Church Monthly Event is a worship service that allows those who have 
had limited church experience (the unchurched) and those who have been hurt 
or felt turned away by a church (the de-churched) to enter or reenter a church 
community and begin a life of discipleship. 
 
The Scary Part: the messy part of Messy Church is not the finger painting or 

even the whale vomit. Hands, tables, clothes, and walls can all be washed. The messy part is that we 
will be talking more about the feelings in the bible stories and how we struggle with being a faithful 
disciple.  As one of my most beloved seminary professors was so fond of saying, “Life is messy.” We 
might add, “Faith is messy, family is messy, church is messy and relationships, with God and with 
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each other, are messy.” What better place to follow Jesus in the real world than through our 
experience in a Messy Church!!? 
 
The fun part: we will need volunteers to host an activity center, to help prepare and serve the meal, to 
lead a song, and host the adult bible study that will take place as well. Watch for the sign-up sheets at 
the end of May. We are using the summer to get the bugs out of our plans and then in the Fall, we’ll 
be ready to invite the community to join us in Messy Church at Saint Stephens UCC. 
 
We invite groups or a family to sponsor the meal (something kids will like such as macaroni and 
cheese, burgers, hot dogs and chips, etc.). We also invite groups to host a table—the Green Team will 
be providing some activities out by the garden, weather permitting. Messy Church’s greatest potential 
is as a way to invite the unchurched into and de-churched back to a relationship with the church and 
with Jesus Christ. As you can see in the pictures from one of Pastor Mike’s previous churches, it 
invites intergenerational participation—it is for the whole church.  
 
Go to https://messychurchusa.org for videos and more information about the international movement 
called Messy Church. 
 
 
 

 
 

May Tip:  Save those scraps!   
 
May is a good time to start a 
new compost bin.  For tips on 
how to get going on that, visit a 
web site such as Home Made 

Simple Compost for beginners or any website 
offering composting tips.  Ask one of our Green 
Team members for information as well.  
 
Our Green Team is looking to expand our 
membership. The Green Team is focused on: 
 

 Educating our members on vital 
environmental concerns such as climate 
change and healthy air and water issues for 
us locally. 

 Providing connections to other local 
churches who share our concerns as well as 
our Association, Conference and National 
environmental educational and justice 
committees. 
 
 
 
 

 
 Sponsoring our Saint Stephens UCC 

gardens—a butterfly habitat garden to 
provide safe quarters for bees and 
butterflies, and our vegetable garden. 
 

If you are interested in joining the team or 
have questions about what you can do to be 
a better steward of our environment, 
contact: 

     Gordy Bertagnoli 920-212-0226 
     Laura Bertagnoli 920-382-5046 
     Bill/Carol Weber 715-453-7435 

     Leesa Roth 608-459-0659 
     Mike Schroeder 715-536-3178 
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