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Rev. Michael Southcombe, Senior Pastor
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Jacob set up a pillar in the place where God
had spoken with him; a pillar of stone, and he
poured out a drink offering on it, and poured
oil on it. So, Jacob called the place where
God had spoken with him Beth’el. (Genesis
35:14,15. NRSV)
We are never going back to normal. War
changes people and nations. Mass casualty events change
families, schools, workplaces, communities, and nations.
600,000+ deaths in 14 months; stay-at-home orders; economic
prosperity for a few and economic catastrophe for many;
increased rates of depression and substance abuse; and
hearing friends and policy makers discuss your loved ones as
“acceptable losses” has changed people, friendships, families,
communities and nations.
If, after the experiences of the last 14 months, we attempted to
go back to the way things were without acknowledging what has
happened there would be something deeply, deeply wrong with
us.
Yes, we all know people who have suffered multiple loss in
previous years. But grief, especially a cavalcade of grief, in this
last year has been different. We could not have funerals, at least
the kind we knew.
Working from home, you do not get the question, “How are you,”
or the chance to talk to a coworker during lunch in the
breakroom. That pre-meeting offer of condolence or
understanding doesn’t happen as you sit and stare at the little
rotating circle or the notice, “The host of this meeting will let you
in soon” on your computer screen working from home. Alone.

No matter who you are . . .
. . . or where you are on life’s
journey, YOU are welcome here.
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You were not able to go to church and sit next to someone who would help you stand up when your
knees were too weak from grief or worry, or just that deep gnawing feeling that something is wrong,
who would sing a bit louder when she heard you quietly sobbing during the hymn.
Maybe you marveled at that mother who seemed to hold it all together, her kids flourished in virtual
learning and she managed to have a studio set up in the corner of her living room for her Zoom
meetings; while you found yourself floundering with kids running through your Zoom calls, struggling
with 5th grade math assignments and spending more time refereeing adolescent shouting matches
than you ever imagined when you thought this work from home phase would only last a month or so.
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Perhaps you are that person living in a senior apartment building who looked forward to the twice
weekly visits from your son, daughter, or a grandchild and those had to stop for a year. You saw your
neighbors being taken by ambulance from their apartments and never returning, you tracked the
infection from one floor to the next and down the hall toward you. Yet, you tried to be upbeat when
talking to family, not letting them worry that you were so afraid of dying from this disease that left
people gasping for breath. “Just take me in my sleep,” you prayed every night. A year of praying such
every night changes us.
This last year has been lonely for so many and tiring for all. As we gather in person once more, let us
try to remember that the people we have been so anxious to see again are not the same people they
were a year ago. They have had experiences, worries, grief and, yes, joys they have not been able to
share with others. They are changed people. You have been changed by this last year in ways you
do not yet realize.
In scripture we find people building cairns, little piles of rocks, or in Jacob’s case a pillar of a single
rock, to commemorate a momentous encounter with the holy that would change the course of one’s
life. I invite us all to build a cairn—a commemorative project—through these summer months as we
move toward the post-Covid church we will be living into come Fall.
The choir will be back, the chime choir will return, special music, singing in church, a new way of
passing the peace, my installation as your pastor, the centennial of the dedication of the new church
building, Sunday School Rally Day, Octoberfest, perhaps some Irish River Dance as the benediction
response—we’ll see—and it will start to feel like normal again. But we will be changed. We have lost
loved ones. We still bear the wounds of arguments we’ve had over the last year. It will not be “normal”
or a “new normal.” It will be post-Covid. Before we embark on this journey into the future, let us
consider how we have been changed, how we are stronger from this experience, what sorrows or
wounds are still healing, and what silver linings surprised us.
Sometime during July and August, create a piece of artwork: a painting, sketch, drawing or other kind
of picture preferably no larger than 8½ x 11”, a photograph or collage of photos, a poem, a brief
reflection of a few paragraphs—some artistic expression of your experience over the last 14 months
of being apart. We’ll post them on the bulletin boards in the connector lobby, on Facebook and then
at the end of the summer compile them in a booklet to save for posterity. We commemorate the ends
of wars, the conclusion of building projects, the installations and farewells of pastors—let us
commemorate what we have experienced this last year. It is right and healthy that we do so.
On the August 14 worship in the yard at 6pm, we’ll set aside some time to share our stories and what
we have learned.
Take some time over the next 2 months. Think of what you have lost and what you may have gained
over the last year and, if you are so inclined, share that with us so we all know we are not alone. On
August 14—either in the yard or if weather is bad in Fellowship Hall—let us take time to remember,
reflect, share our stories, build our cairn of art and be ready to move forward.
And with everything else, have a good, active and renewing summer.
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Summer In-Person Worship
We are now in the “bridge” between strict precautions and full participation in-person worship. As we
travel this bridge together, we ask worshipers to follow current CDC guidelines for indoor large
gatherings:
Ø Fully vaccinated people do not need to wear a mask. We include with the vaccinated those
people who had a confirmed case of Covid-19 and so have a natural immunity.
Ø Per CDC guidelines, unvaccinated people should continue to wear masks in indoor public
gatherings.
Ø If you wish to join in the Lord’s Prayer, or sing the last hymn, please wear a mask. (Singing the
last hymn and benediction response allows us to exit the sanctuary with less than 15 minutes
spent inside after increased exhaling.)
Ø People may choose to wear masks for various reasons even after being fully vaccinated.
Please respect every person’s personal choice.
Ø We are in covenant with one another. People attending services are doing so expecting the
unvaccinated to still be wearing masks. This is a promise we are making to one another and to
God as we enter this space to worship.
Ø A safe worship space relies on a twofold approach: first, adhering to the best advice based on
the broadest possible data available to date (advice will change as more data becomes
available.) and second, creating an emotionally and spiritually safe space which means being
respectful of each other and of the guidelines as we covenant together to bring the church and
the community back from this period of isolation and, for many, deep concern for personal and
loved one’s safety.
We are on this journey together but we are all at different places along the path. Be kind!

***Please see page 14 for more information on moving forward.***
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Altar Flowers

Monday- Thursday- 8:00 AM- 3:30 PM
Friday- 8:00 AM- 1:00 PM
The office will be closed July 5th in
observance of July 4th!

We are once again looking for sponsors to
provide flowers on the altar for our Sunday
worship services. Our flower calendar is “fresh”
and ready to bloom again! Please call or sign
up in the office to sponsor the altar flowers.
Vases are available at the church for your use.
The florists in town listed below are:
Broses Flower Center (715.536.7171)
8-5 Monday through Friday
9-12 Saturdays
Victoria’s Floral (715.305.0308)
9-4 Monday through Friday
9-12 Saturdays

Baptism for Willow
We rejoice in the baptism of
Willow Anne Ellis who was
baptized on June 6, 2021.
Saint Stephens prays for a joyful
life for Willow and her parents, Kristopher and
Heidi.

Just a phone call to either florist and they will
have two handcrafted arrangements made for
your loved one. In addition, both vendors are
willing to provide the tax-exempt credit since
the flowers are for a church.
*Delivery to the church will be done by the
florist as a complimentary service at no
charge on Fridays before noon.

July Tip:
Do errand batches. Instead
of doing each errand as it
occurs to you, why not do
them in a batch? This will
save you time and will also
reduce your fuel costs. Gas
has gone up so whatever we
can do to save fuel is a good
thing!
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Supplies Needed
for July Messy
Church

Messy Church July 11
4 PM – 6 PM
Biblical Text: Matthew 6:25-34
Theme: Handling our worries God’s way.
In this session we will explore:
• What does Jesus say to us about worry
and anxiety?
• What do we worry about and is it healthy
worry or does it take too much of our
energy?
• How easy is it to trust God and hand over
our worries?
• How are people suffering the ill effects of
worry and what can we do to help them?
Activity stations include: 3D paper flowers, a
focus exercise, building a bridge from
newspapers, making birdcakes, Bubble station,
making fashion from junk, making a grass head
and we can keep working on our plastic bag
weaving loom creation.
We will do all the activites and then sit down
together for a meal of hamburgers, chips, cole
slaw or salad and fresh melons for dessert.
Please sign up to attend on our website so we
know how much food to make. We look
forward to seeing you as we dive in on a
hands-on approach to worship.
Interested volunteers, please sign up on the
website under Messy Church Volunteers or call
the church office.
Go to https://messychurchusa.org for videos
and more information about the international
movement called Messy Church.

If you can help us out donating any of the
following supplies, we would appreciate it:
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Clean yogurt cups
Multi-colored cupcake papers
Buttons
Newspapers
Bird seed
Glycerin
Old tights or knee high stockings
Lard

Bring your items to the church office (except
the lard, please put that in the refrigerator in
Kuck Lounge).

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
We are looking to get some assistance with
Taco Tuesdays, Messy Church evenings (July
11 & Aug 8), and taking aluminum cans to the
recycling center. How would you prefer to
serve? Please consider offering your time for
these functions.
You are welcome to call the church office to
sign up OR we have sign-ups on the church
website for Messy Church and Taco Tuesday
volunteers.
Please help others enjoy the summer wonder
of God!
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May Financials

Noisy Offering
Food For Kids will have a noisy offering
throughout the month of July. There will be
buckets at the entrances of the church for you
to drop off your change. You are also welcome
to drop off your change in the church office
with Terra or Kim. Thank you for your
continued support.
May’s income was $20,950.89 and expenses
were $28,018.17. This leaves us at a loss of
$7,067.28 for the month of May.

The July Radio Broadcasts
are sponsored by:
July 4: In memory of grandparents, Selma &
George Henrich, from Lynn Henrich and Holly
Henrich.
We raised $510 for the Strengthen the Church
May mission. Thank you to everyone who
contributed.

July 11: In memory of Joan Lukes for her
birthday, from Family & Friends.
July 18: In memory of husband, Michael
Walsh, on what would have been our 23rd
wedding anniversary, from Mary Walsh.
July 25: In memory of my husband, Les
Sabatke, from Pearl Sabatke and family.

July Mission Focus
Blue Jay Nest
Our mission focus for July will
be the Blue Jay Nest that is
organized
by
five
area
churches. We are looking to
build up funds for our portion
of the program to purchase
food and supplies.

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships:
August 1, 8, 22

September 19, 26

If you would like to sponsor an available
broadcast, call 715-536-7322 or email:
kimberly@ststephensucc.net.
If you would like us to post a picture of the
loved one you are remembering or honoring in
your sponsorship, email a picture or bring one
to the office for scanning at least a week before
the Sunday sponsored. We will post the
sponsorship notice on Saturday on Facebook
and remind people to tune in to worship on
Sunday morning.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
JuLY BIRTHDAYS
We want to acknowledge and celebrate your special
birthdays! Send your church friends birthday wishes,
whether in person, via email, or by sending one of those
wonderful cards you can hold in your hands by mail!

Jul 1
Jul 1
Jul 1
Jul 2
Jul 2
Jul 2
Jul 2
Jul 2
Jul 2
Jul 3
Jul 4
Jul 4
Jul 4
Jul 4
Jul 4
Jul 5
Jul 5
Jul 6
Jul 6
Jul 6
Jul 6
Jul 7
Jul 7
Jul 7
Jul 7
Jul 7
Jul 7
Jul 8
Jul 9
Jul 9
Jul 9
Jul 9
Jul 10
Jul 10
Jul 10
Jul 10
Jul 10
Jul 10

Linda Bergh
Tricia Lazare
Leo Lazare
Alan Beyer
Lynn Dotter
Mathew Ruge
Trisha Detert
Diane Goetsch
Sylvia Hanson
James Clark
Sue Hoffman
Tonia Hoffman
Steven Mahn
Walter Wendland
Sarah Matthias
Dave Bagley
Bruce Schmidt
Clint Golisch
Lucas Reist
Gabriel Caraway
Sue Pyan
Rick Bonnell
Tony Fischer
David Mootz
Brian Krueger
Brantley Weisman
Alex Wallace
Darlene Plautz
Tony Baumann
Albert Haltinner
Dee Olsen
Anna Krueger
Jordan Vair
Jenna Krueger
Lana Odegard
Ronald Spears
Kellen Duerkop
Croix Boquist

Jul 11
Jul 11
Jul 11
Jul 12
Jul 12
Jul 12
Jul 12
Jul 13
Jul 13
Jul 13
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 16
Jul 16
Jul 16
Jul 16
Jul 16
Jul 16
Jul 16
Jul 17
Jul 17
Jul 17
Jul 17
Jul 17
Jul 18
Jul 18
Jul 18
Jul 20
Jul 20
Jul 20
Jul 20
Jul 21
Jul 21
Jul 21
Jul 21

Julie Anderson
Kevin Krueger
Donna Rhode
Emma Golisch
Norman Heckendorf
Melissa Krueger
Denise Brandenburg
Donald Zabawa
Nancy Wilde
Bailey Stevenson
Sharon Wahoske
Bill Wengeler
Luette Sundberg
Shannon Wengeler
Tyler Butler
Kade Bonnell
Maddix Bonnell
Daniel Pick
Paige Plautz
Kimberly Seidel
Linda Yingling
Lauren Van Alstine
Laurie Chartier
Kathy Hass
Robin Mahn
Marge Roggenbuck
Sawyer Peterson
Diane Dettmering
Michael Schroeder
Kane Hanson
Claire Krueger
Wendel Mathis
David Sauer
Pamela Bjorklund
Deanna Dotter
Diane Grund
Jodie Haltinner
Charlie Krause

Jul 22
Jul 22
Jul 22
Jul 22
Jul 23
Jul 23
Jul 23
Jul 23
Jul 23
Jul 23
Jul 23
Jul 23
Jul 23
Jul 24
Jul 24
Jul 24
Jul 24
Jul 24
Jul 26
Jul 26
Jul 27
Jul 27
Jul 28
Jul 28
Jul 28
Jul 28
Jul 28
Jul 28
Jul 28
Jul 30
Jul 31
Jul 31
Jul 31
Jul 31
Jul 31
Jul 31

Mckayla Gable
Ian Dreikosen
Eric Hopp
Tyler Leistikow
Mike Messerschmidt
Ray Schwartz
Eric Seidel
Dennis Woller
Linda Hudzinski
Jacob Anderson
Tate Klug
Alexis Kropp
Gracelyn Bloch
Fern Langhoff
Grant Peterson
Roger Wendorf
David Kleimola
Maddie Kohnhorst
Becky Krause
Clifford Williams
Jacob Schulz
Jena Brandenburg
Naomi Fischer
Jeffrey Forster
Earl Godleske
Bryan Plautz
Linda Taylor
Arlene Wilharms
Ian Schuetze
Judy Woller
Evelyn Koth
David Krause
Diane Lemanski
Bonnie Pfotenhauer
Branden Brandenburg

William Frisch
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Special Gifts for July Interpreter:
NOW!
$30.00
$25.00
$25.00
$20.00
$100.00
Charmaine
$100.00
$10.00
$20.00
$25.00
$20.00
Radio Ministry
$190.00
$190.00
$190.00
$190.00
$200.00
$190.00
Choir & Music
$25.00
Memorials
$50.00
$25.00
$20.00
$25.00
$25.00
$10.00
$20.00
$20.00
$25.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00
$20.00
$50.00
$100.00
$50.00
$20.00
$20.00
$50.00
$10.00

in memory of Phyllis Oestreich from Gerald Oestreich
in memory of Les Sabatke from Mike & Debbie Moellendorf
in memory of Les Sabatke from Mike & Glynis Schroeder
in memory of David Finanger from John & Gloria Schenzel
in memory of Bill Storm on our 54th wedding anniversary from
in memory of Bill Storm for Fathers Day from Charmaine and family
in memory of Les Sabatke from Charmaine Storm
in memory of Les Sabatke from Sharon Detert
in memory of Les Sabatke from Harriet Henrich
in loving memory of my dad, Carlos Berndt, on Fathers Day
in memory of Michael Walsh on what would have been our 23rd wedding anniversary,
July 18, from Mary Walsh
in memory of my husband, Les Sabatke, from Pearl Sabatke & family
in memory of Roger on our 54th wedding anniversary from Mari Nelson
in memory of mom Dorothy Bergh birthday from the Bergh Family
in celebration of Phyllis Fausch’s birthday on August 16
in memory of Reuben & Dorothy Koehler from Dennis & Ione Koehler
in memory of Les Sabatke from Neal Christensen
in memory of Les Sabatke from Ewald & Marilyn Katke
in memory of Les Sabatke from Lois Latzig
in memory of Leota Davis from Scott & Kelly Wallace
in memory of Les Sabatke from Kristine Smith
in memory of Richard Bjorklund from Kristine Smith
in memory of Les Sabatke from Eunice Schubert
in memory of Les Sabatke from the Ushers Club
in memory of Laurie Gatterman from Lois Latzig
in memory of Les Sabatke from Bill & Carol Weber
in memory of Les Sabatke from Phil & Carol Krause
in memory of Les Sabatke from Mary Ann Forster
in memory of Les Sabatke from Don & Julie Raddatz
in memory of Les Sabatke from Ida Knospe
in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Eunice Schubert
in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Nicole Johnson
in memory of Les Sabatke from Phyllis & Harlan Fausch
in honor of David & Joann Sauer’s 65th wedding anniversary from Gloria & Pat Myers,
Julia & Jon Wicke, Darcia & Bert Hopp, their children and grandchildren
in memory of Les Sabatke from Gay & Sally Oberg
in memory of Al Geiss & Bob Kraft for June birthdays & Fathers day
in memory of Mom and Dad, Lylas & Bernice Berndt, from Daryl & Donna Berndt
in memory of Tim Rowe for his June 13th birthday from Brenda Rowe
in loving memory of Donald Radke for Fathers Day from Linda Hass
in memory of our fathers, Albert Kanitz and William Beyer Sr., for Fathers Day
in memory of Les Sabatke from Jackie Kuck & Family
in memory of Les Sabatke from Carol Plautz
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New Boiler Fund
$20.00
$40.00
$20.00
$25.00
$25.00
$30.00
$20.00
$100.00
$10.00
$10.00
$50.00
$50.00
$10.00
$10.00
$50.00
$20.00
$25.00
$25.00
$20.00
$25.00
$10.00
$65.00
Food For Kids
$20.00
$20.00
$50.00
$30.00
$25.00
$50.00
$50.00
$20.00
$25.00
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in memory of Les Sabatke from Dave & Emily Schwartzman
in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Dennis & Sharon Woller
in memory of Uncle Leslie Sabatke from Dennis & Sharon Woller
in memory of Les Sabatke from Randy Perry & Diane
in memory of Les Sabatke from Rich & Nancy Dabbert
in memory of Darlene Kasper from Bill & Joanne Wengeler
in memory of Les Sabatke from Patsy & Dan Pick
in memory of Frank Ziemke for our anniversary May 18th and his June 11th birthday
from Shirley Ziemke
in memory of Les Sabatke from Lissette Frick
in memory of Leota Davis from Ruth Buck
in memory of Faye Reinhardt from Kent & Wendy Reinhardt
in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Kent & Wendy Reinhardt
in memory of Les Sabatke from Phyllis Reinhardt
in memory of Les Sabatke from Kathy Case
in memory of fathers, Albert Krause Sr and Elmer Wold from Lois Wold
in memory of Les Sabatke from Jeff & Nancy Porath
in memory of husband, Dennis, for his birthday June 22 from Bonnie Pfotenhauer
in memory of husband, Dennis, on the anniversary of his death, June 26
in memory of Shirley Anderson from Sharie & Jeremy Fritcher
in memory of Shirley Anderson from Tom & Nancy Seidel
in memory of Les Sabatke from Gary & Jill Mosser
in memory of my husband Norm on our 65th wedding anniversary July 28th from
Alice Ziemke
in memory of Les Sabatke from Terry & Kevin Krueger
in memory of Richard Bjorklund from Terry & Kevin Krueger
in memory of Les Sabatke from Mike, Beth & Michael Houle
in memory of Richard Bjorklund from Nancy & Dave Bagley
in memory of Richard Bjorklund from Mike & Sue Southcombe and the
Saint Stephens Staff
in memory of Richard Bjorklund from Manitowoc Marine Band
in memory of Richard Bjorklund from Merrill Lions Club
in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Ruth Buck
in memory of Shirley Anderson from Kristine Smith

Stained Glass Window Repair
$50.00
in loving memory of Norbert Krause for Fathers Day from his family
Strengthen the Church
$50.00
in memory of Rev Dale Kuck from Mark and Sally Woller

Outdoor Worship July 14 @ 6 PM
Come Join Pastor Mike for a casual outdoor service at the
parsonage! Bring your own chair and even your pet! Starting at
5:30pm, we’ll be grilling turkey burgers. If you want to bring
something else to throw on the grill, please do so.

11
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Not on the INTERNET?
Don’t have a CELLPHONE?
If it would help you feel better connected to
the church, we would like to mail you a
weekly bulletin. Although it will be the prior
week’s service, the bulletin will contain
announcements and will provide you with a
way to feel “in the loop” here at Saint
Stephens. Please call the church office to
make this request.

JULY 2021
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Message from Saint Stephens Choir Director
Dear Saint Stephens Friends:
I am stepping down as the Music Director at Saint Stephens as of this coming September 1, 2021.
Pamela and I plan to remain active members here. We are fully supportive of the ministry that Pastor
Southcombe brings to our church and we strongly believe Saint Stephens is very fortunate to have
him as our spiritual guide and church leader. I will continue to lend my voice (literally!) to worship
services when I am available.
I am grateful to have directed a group of devoted, talented, loyal, and generous choir members.
Thank you for your commitment.
And lastly, my job was made easier and more enjoyable by the fine musicianship of Darlene Johnson.
She keeps smiling through thick and thin. Darlene is truly a treasure in this place.
--Jim Bjorklund
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Looking Ahead
In a Post-COVID Church
Things we can do now:
We can enjoy fellowship time after church!
Weather permitting, we will set up tables
outside and have iced tea, lemonade and some
packaged cookies beginning July 11!
Please sign up to host on the website or call
the office!
Hosts will make the iced tea, lemonade and set
out the cookies.
If weather is bad, we will have fellowship time
in Fellowship Hall. The larger space allows for
more air circulation and safer distancing.
We can come forward for Communion.
On July 4, Council members will be masked
and gloved holding the plates and cup trays.
With their gloved hand, Council members will
hand you the bread. Then take a cup from the
tray, commune there and place the used cup
into the bowls provided. Please maintain loving
distance as you come forward. Anyone not
able to come forward should let us know and
we will come to you and serve you when the
line is through.
We can say the Lord’s Prayer and sing the
closing hymn and benediction response.
Because less than 15 minutes in a closed
space appears to be on the safer side of
controlling the spread of Covid-19, we can say
the Lord’s Prayer together and sing the last
hymn and benediction response and then leave
before that 15-minute mark. Again, it is safer if
unvaccinated people wear masks during any
unison prayers and hymns.
Beginning July 11
If the case burden stays between 5-10 per
100,000 and the vaccination rates continue to
go up, we can return to singing all the hymns
by July 11. That will give us 4 weeks in that
range and increased vaccination rates will point
to a level of safety regarding the coming
variants.

If these numbers hold, we will return the
hymnals to the racks in the pews for our July 11
worship and be able to sing the hymns and
incorporate responsive readings once more.
Guidelines for Hosting Fellowship Time
Before church begins:
Ø Make the lemonade (provided) and the Iced
Tea (t-bags provided).
Ø Bags of ice will be in the freezer in the
upright refrigerator in the Fellowship Hall
kitchen anteroom.
Ø Check with ushers for help to move the table
and folding chairs outside. Table and chairs
will be in coatroom.

During Fellowship
Ø Set cookies (provided) out with the drinks.
Ø Wear disposable gloves to hand out cookies
or homemade goodies if you are providing
those.
Ø Pour drinks, people should pick up their own
cups and allow you to pour. You do not
need to wear gloves to pour the drinks.

After Fellowship
Ø Put leftover drinks and cookies in fridge in
Kuck Lounge.
Ø Wipe off tables and place inside narthex.
Tim will sanitize, fold, and return table to
coat room on Monday.
Ø Place chairs inside narthex as well.
Ø Go forth with the thanks of the entire
congregation and the knowledge you have
offered some of that extravagant welcome of
which we so often speak.

On July 4
¶ Special gifts for the children present
¶ Special sermon with soloist
¶ Singing 3 hymns together as a
congregation
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Message from the Church Council
Why don’t we just get back to “normal” and just let people make their own decisions about
coming?
One of the hallmarks of Saint Stephens UCC is its extravagant welcome. In order to welcome
the most people possible, we must be aware of how to make our worship time and space as safe and
as inviting as possible.
Years before other churches made their spaces accessible, Saint Stephens UCC installed an
elevator, door openers and accessible restrooms. We have hearing assistance devices for those who
need them.
The concern for everyone’s safety and their sense of safety comes directly out of the history of
Saint Stephens UCC and the charge you placed upon our shoulders when you elected us. Quite
simply, it is who we are. In times of anxiety and conflicting advice, especially, it is vital to be true to
our core values and creating a safe environment and welcoming community is at the very core of our
Christian identity here.
Right now, children are the most at risk because there is no vaccine approved for children
under 12 years of age. Parents are being cautious about bringing children to public gatherings
outside of their family “bubble.”
There are rapidly emerging variants, and they are affecting children in other countries. Of
special concern, the P.1, aka Gamma, variant from Brazil is already growing in prevalence in Missouri
and Illinois. We will strive to continue to demonstrate our love for one another and especially our
children by continuing to take certain very simple precautions. Unvaccinated people are asked to
continue to wear masks while in the building.
Yes, some churches in town have discontinued precautions more quickly. Others are still not
worshiping in person. For those who are open and not requiring masks, they have people coming on
Sundays counting the number of people in the building, turning around, and heading back home. And,
yes, we have the livestream and the radio. We are hoping, however, that we do not create such a
hostile environment that we drive people away from in-person worship—and fellowship—and into
permanently using the livestream as their connection to the church. Sensible guidelines are a sign of
welcome and love for most people.
We have promised you that we will base our actions on the best available public health advice.
We believe we have lived up to that promise throughout the pandemic. Yes, sometimes it seems we
might be erring on the side of too much caution. If that is the case, we have done so with the utmost
confidence in this congregation’s faithfulness, resilience, and love for one another.
Now that precautions are easing more, we have confidence in the faith maturity of our
members and their desire to express an Extravagant Welcome in word and deed to the people who
are still hesitant to go places where no precautions exist. So, we ask everyone to abide by the mask
guidelines, keep a loving distance when coming forward for Communion and abide by the seating
arrangements.
Our pledge is to keep an eye on the case burden in the county and structure our worship and
fellowship practices accordingly while understanding the desire for life to return to “normal.” In this
way we offer the most extravagant welcome we can to the most people we can.
In Christ’s Service,

The St. Stephens UCC Church Council
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