
THE INTERPRETER 
Office	Hours:	Mon-Thurs	8-4:30	+	Fri	8-4	
Rev.	Michael	Southcombe,	Senior	Minister	 	  

No matter who you are… 
     2021                     ...or where you are on life’s journey 

                                                                          YOU are welcome here.   
 
Epiphany, Jan. 6, concludes the 12 days of 
Christmas.  
PNC Bank calculates the cost of all the gifts 
from the song every year.  This year they 
adjusted for the market increase for live 
birds and adjusted others in light of the 
disruptions caused by the pandemic. 

A Partridge in a Pear Tree — Cost: $210.18. The cost has not 
changed since last year. 
Two Turtle Doves — Cost: $450. The costs of these love birds 
increased more than any other item on the list, up 50% from 2019. 
Three French Hens — Cost: $210. Up 15% from last year. 
Four Calling Birds — Cost: $599.96. Price unchanged, but why 
so many birds? 
Five Gold Rings — Cost: $945. The price of gold rose throughout 
the pandemic, PNC says, and five rings would cost $120 more 
than 2019. 
Six Geese-A-Laying — Cost: $570. An increase of 35% over last 
year. MORE birds? 
Seven Swans-A-Swimming — Cost: $13,125. Yikes! Unchanged 
from last year but still the most expensive item on the list. 
Eight Maids-A-Milking — Cost: $58. The same as last year as the 
federal minimum wage hasn’t changed. 
Nine Ladies Dancing — Cost: N/A. COVID-19 has left most ladies 
to dance in their own living rooms. 
Ten Lords A-Leaping — Cost: N/A. See above. The only leaping 
the lords did this year was from the couch to the bathroom. 
Eleven Pipers Piping — Cost: N/A. Live music venues continue to 
see gigantic losses in 2020. 
Twelve Drummers Drumming — Cost: N/A. Venues and 
entertainers, drum on. We’re all sending you Christmas wishes. 
Total cost: $16,168.14. 
That’s down 58.5% from 2019 ($38,993).  
 

Swans are not only expensive, they are mean and very 
territorial. So are geese. I had a family in one church that had 
geese in the yard. The gander would guard the steps and wheel 
chair ramp to the front door whenever I visited. He even 
attacked the husband when he came out to let me in. I am still 
not sure if the gander was protecting the lady of the house or if 
he just did not want to let anyone in who might buy him or a family member for a family feast. When I 
left, he was hot on my heels all the way to the car. The old hound dog barely took notice of visitors 
but the guard gander was ferocious. 
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Let us be glad the magi of scripture brought gold, frankincense and myrrh and not cages full of 
birds for the new mother to wrangle. Recalling the gifts of the magi, Epiphany is also the day we 
traditionally ask God to bless our homes. The blessing of the home is an old tradition for some and a 
completely new idea for others. A sample order for it is included in this Interpreter. The children’s 
Sunday School bags will have a piece of chalk and a hard copy of the blessing to help in the process.  
You may wait for the January 10 Sunday School portion of worship or you may pray the blessing on 
Epiphany, the day intended. 

This year, especially, with all of us spending more time at home, we might need to remember 
to ask God to bless our homes, even if we are going a bit stir crazy sometimes. So many of our 
rituals—such as worshiping together—have been put on hold. It is disorienting. I hope this old 
tradition might provide a new ritual for your use at home and bring a greater sense of God’s presence 
in your life. A blessing service can jar us out of taking things for granted and reorient us to living in 
gratitude for God’s blessings. It can help us to see our home as the sacred and holy place it is. In this 
time of being apart, we need to recall old traditions and make them new for us in our new situations.  
Such rituals can help ground us in our faith and give us strength to endure. This has been a year of 
re-imagining our rituals and ways of connecting to the church, each other and to God. For Sue and I, 
it has been a year of searching and then of saying goodbye to friends and a church we loved in order 
to respond to God’s call to come here for new things. For all of you, it has been a year of re-imagining 
church, waiting and then a time of saying farewell to Pastor Lucas. Through these last few months we 
have had to adapt old ways of doing these things to safely navigate new conditions in the world.   

I know all of us are talking about who can or should travel, reimagining holiday dinners and 
missing seeing grandchildren open their presents. Some, too many, are grieving without the usual 
rituals that comfort us and guide us through the grieving process. All of these changes and 
discussions may ease in a few months, but I believe some will be with us for a long time to come.  
The pandemic has caused us to be much more intentional about things we had come to take for 
granted. So let us be as intentional about blessing as we are about lamenting those things we miss.  
It will not balance things out, but it may help balance us in unsteady times. 

May the gifts of the Magi be yours this Epiphany season. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

715-536-7322 | 903 E. 2nd St., Merrill, Wisconsin 54452  |     ststephensucc.net 
 
 Rev. Mike Southcombe Senior Minister mike@ststephensucc.net 
 Terra Holdridge Business Manager terra@ststephensucc.net  
 Timothy Ruprecht Facilities Manager timothy@ststephensucc.net  
 Kimberly McCaskill Administrative Assistant kimberly@ststephensucc.net  
 Jim Bjorklund Music Director james@ststephensucc.net  
 Darlene Johnson Organist Call the church office 

 
Some	stock	photographs	in	this	issue	are	courtesy	of	Pixabay	and	Unsplash.		www.pixabay.com		www.unsplash.com	
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In-Person Worship 
 

 The Council had a long conversation about in-person worship at their December meeting. The 
response to the “open houses” on Wednesday showed everyone the longing many people have to 
return to the sanctuary for worship. We also looked at the rising numbers of positive cases in Lincoln 
County and surrounding areas and, most disturbingly, the deaths. Case counts, unfortunately, are 
rising exponentially, that is, it gets worse at an increasingly rapid rate. 
 Lincoln County is now at the worst level of disease spread we have seen since the beginning 
of the pandemic. The consensus of the Council was that returning to in-person worship before the 
rates begin to drop significantly would negate the sacrifices we have all made to this point. 
 In-person worship is, therefore, still not an option at least through the end of January. We will 
look at the numbers and at the advice from the Lincoln County Health Department weekly and we will 
return to in-person worship as soon as it is reasonably safe to do so. When we do return, there will be 
some guidelines we have to follow but those will be a small inconvenience compared to the joy we 
will feel being back in the sanctuary worshiping together. 
 In the meantime, we are working on ways to build connections even though we are apart.  
Here are some things to look forward to: 

 
We are getting a Zoom account. This will allow us to hold our January 31 budget 
meeting via Zoom after the worship service. Please watch the midweek updates for 
more information.  
 
Zoom Fellowship—Sunday mornings beginning January 10, we will have virtual 

fellowship time beginning after worship. You can join the Zoom meeting via the Internet or by 
telephone. When joining by telephone, we cannot see you and you cannot see the others but we can 
talk and catch up on things. We will have instructions for joining a Zoom meeting in the midweek 
updates in January. These fellowships will serve as practice for our January 31 budget meeting. 
 

Breakfast with the Pastor—on various Saturdays beginning January 30, 2021. 
We invite 10 people to sign up for a breakfast with Pastor Mike in the 
Fellowship Hall at 9:00 AM. We will do this once a month so Pastor Mike is able 
to meet more people. We will socially distance and maintain safety guidelines 
but at least have some conversation and fellowship. The first 10 people to call 
the church office to reserve a spot will get the January date. Other dates will be 
posted in the February Interpreter. 

 
Structured Dialogues:  Beginning sometime in February, we will have “Structured Dialogues” with 8 
members at a time as we discern our congregation’s vision for the future and hopes for the new 
Associate Pastor. The things we hear in these dialogue groups will be incorporated into the profile we 
use for our search for the new associate. We will have more details on these gatherings in the 
February Interpreter. 
 
In-Person Budget Meeting:  We are timidly and cautiously going to open the church up for our 
Annual Budget Meeting on January 31, 2021. We will have Zoom available for that meeting as well.  
We will have our regular 9:00 AM worship service on the radio and streamed live on Facebook. Then 
at 10:30 AM, we will open the church for, we hope, no more than 50 people to attend in-person. 
Masks and distancing between families/individuals is required. We encourage those most at risk to 
join us via Zoom. Remember, you may phone in to a Zoom meeting so you do not need the 
Internet or a special device. We will stream the meeting live on Facebook as well but the comments 
section on Facebook is usually delayed up to 15 seconds from what is happening in the live event.  
Voting will take place by Zoom and via in-person ballots.  
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Welcome Terra Holdridge, 

Administrative Director 
 
Terra Holdridge has 
been living in Merrill 
since 2011. She was 
born in Merrill, grew 
up in Tomahawk, but 
visited Merrill often as 
her dad and stepmom 
live in Merrill. Terra 
has an Associate 
degree in Supervisory 
Management, a 

Technical diploma in Accounting and 
Accelerated Certificate in Leadership from 
NTC. She is excited to be putting her education 
to use at Saint Stephens after working in the 
travel industry for the last 5 years. Terra is 
married to Nick and has two children. Her 
family enjoys camping, hiking, and most 
other outdoor activities.  

 
 
 

 
We have received a thank 
you from The Community 
Food Pantry of Merrill: 
 
“The Food Pantry 
functions on monetary 
donations, grants and 
food donations. These 
donations allow us to 
meet the nutritional needs 

of those less fortunate in the Merrill 
Community. Thank you for your generous gift 
to the Community Food Pantry of Merrill. It is 
vital and greatly appreciated.” 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday School Continues Virtually 

 
Until we return to in-person worship, we will 
continue to offer Sunday School At Home 
bags. Pastor Mike will offer a lesson during 
worship and we encourage parents to work on 
the craft projects with their children to continue 
the conversation about the day’s scripture 
passage and theme. 
 
The January bags are available now for pick 
up. Your child/children NEED TO BE 
REGISTERED in order to receive a bag. And if 
you currently have a cloth Sunday School bag 
at home with your child’s name on it, please 
bring the empty bag to the church office to 
have us fill it with the January lessons and 
materials.   
  



THE INTERPRETER                       SAINT STEPHENS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST                      JANUARY 2021 5 
	

 
The January Radio Broadcasts are 

sponsored by: 
Sunday, Jan. 10 in memory of Verna Koehler 
on her birthday, by Kathy & Dick Vandre 
Sunday, Jan. 17 by Mari Nelson 
Sunday, Jan. 24 in memory of Rick 
Vachavake for his January 23 birthday, by Ron 
& JoAnne Vachavake. 
Sunday, Jan. 31 in memory of Valentine 
Henrich, a founding member of Saint 
Stephens; in memory of dad, Clarence 
Henrich; and for my 80th birthday, by George 
W. Henrich, Sr. 
 

 
Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships: 

Jan. 3 
Feb. 21, 28 
March 7, 14 

Call 715-536-7322 or email: 
kimberly@ststephensucc.net if you would like to 
sponsor an available broadcast. 

 
 

 
Your 2021 Executive Committee 

And Council Members 
 

Corey Dornbrack   President 
Kristine Smith   Vice President 
Paula McIntyre   Secretary 
Bonnie Koelsch   Treasurer 
 
Cheryl Buck   Judy Heath 
Mike Moellendorf   Janet Schafer 
Chris Stevenson   Bill Wengeler 
Melissa-Jean Stevenson  
Frank Van Alstine 
 

 
 

The Food for Kids 
program continues. We 
have packed between 
136 and 300 bags every 
week during November.  
With schools closing 
sporadically, we try to 
have bags ready to go the 

day they close to help families out the best we 
can. Thanks to Scott Wallace and the Scouts 
of Troop 503 for their hard work to keep 
children fed. 
 
If you would like to donate to the Food for Kids 
program, make checks payable to “Food for 
Kids” and send them to the church at 903 East 
2nd St., Merrill, or drop them off in the offering 
box inside Door #1.  
 

 
 
 

The Green Team is happy to provide you with energy saving, and often 
money saving tips and ideas to reduce, reuse, and recycle for a cleaner, 
better, more sustainable environment...for our future, our world and the 
world we leave for our kids. 
January Tip: Purchase “Green” cleaner.  Today’s green cleaning 
solutions work just like the ones containing toxins and synthetic 
chemicals but deliver clean, healthier results for you. Look for “Restore” 
cleaning products or other products certified by a 3rd party 
testing/certification process. For a list of agencies providing these 
certifications go to: Positively Sustainable   
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU! 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

We want to acknowledge and celebrate  
your special birthdays! Send your church friends birthday  

wishes, whether in person, via email, or by  
sending one of those wonderful cards you can  

hold in your hands by mail! 
 

Jan 1 David Jabas 
Jan 1 Tyler Schwartz 
Jan 1 Sara Stevenson 
Jan 1 Nicholas Anderson 
Jan 2 Robert Plautz 
Jan 3 Patricia Cottrell 
Jan 3 Scott Krause 
Jan 3 Makenzie Badeau 
Jan 3 Tenley Badeau 
Jan 3 Hailee Lapsenberg 
Jan 4 Michael ommerding 
Jan 4 Susan Wendt 
Jan 4 Courtney Bennish 
Jan 5 Michaela Hanson 
Jan 5 Darcia Hopp 
Jan 5 Brenda Rowe 
Jan 5 Hudson Schult 
Jan 6 Kraig Hanig 
Jan 7 Thomas Dotter 
Jan 8 Mary Falk 
Jan 8 Amy Goetsch 
Jan 8 Kristin Natzke 
Jan 8 Justin Wicke 
Jan 9 Michael Badeau 
Jan 9 Bonnie Jabas 
Jan 9 Nicole Seidler 
Jan 10 Debra Borelli 
Jan 10 Harlan Fausch 
Jan 10 Mike Kunkel 
Jan 10 Rebecca Teske 
Jan 11 Toni Peterson 
Jan 11 Amy Rajek 
Jan 11 Kendra Callahan 

Jan 12 Mike Ziemke 
Jan 12 Judy Ayer 
Jan 13 Garrett Dinges 
Jan 13 Joan Hartson 
Jan 13 Bailey Iwen 
Jan 13 Madeline Rodemeier 
Jan 13 Elaina Brock 
Jan 14 Phyllis Wendland 
Jan 14 Scott Blaubach 
Jan 15 Beth Heckendorf 
Jan 15 Wayne Krueger 
Jan 16 Lance Nowak 
Jan 16 Heather Podeweltz 
Jan 17 Nancy Frisch 
Jan 17 Jaron Allen 
Jan 17 Cindy Melton 
Jan 18 Todd Herdt 
Jan 18 Lawrence Bienfang 
Jan 18 Kristine Bowe 
Jan 18 Matthew Krueger 
Jan 19 Gary Schwartz 
Jan 19 Tanner Duwe 
Jan 21 Janella Rice 
Jan 21 Angela Hinner 
Jan 21 Tamara Stender 
Jan 21 Laurie Bergh 
Jan 22 Lynn Dreikosen 
Jan 22 Jeffrey Kraft 
Jan 22 Lorraine Kuohujoki 
Jan 22 Kayla Sabatke 
Jan 22 Jean Meyer 
Jan 23 Allen Mussell 
Jan 23 Riley Hoeft 

Jan 23 Abner Gremler 
Jan 24 Joyce Litke 
Jan 24 Beverly Zabawa 
Jan 24 Jacob Schnabl 
Jan 24 Bryant Natzke 
Jan 25 Kenyon Golisch 
Jan 25 Shelly Burnett 
Jan 25 Rosezanna Pierce 
Jan 25 Brandon Radke 
Jan 26 Billie Jo Graap 
Jan 26 Richard Grefe 
Jan 26 Lisa Krause 
Jan 26 Terry Zastrow 
Jan 27 Charles Graap 
Jan 27 Mary Walsh 
Jan 27 Gorgette Sampo 
Jan 27 Shelby Penrod 
Jan 28 Nancy Strand 
Jan 28 Alex Goetsch 
Jan 29 Amy Gehrke 
Jan 29 Thomas Graap 
Jan 29 Naomi Grovenburg 
Jan 29 Jerry Lyon 
Jan 29 Lora Oslage 
Jan 29 Alex Gruling 
Jan 30 Tony Borelli 
Jan 30 Faye Braatz 
Jan 30 Lydia McIntyre 
Jan 31 George Henrich 
Jan 31 Barbara Iwen 
Jan 31 Lucas Zerbe 
Jan 31  Kayla Golisch 
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The Poinsettias gracing the chancel this Christmas and the “virtual 
Poinsettia” gifts to the church are  

 
Dedicated to the Glory of God and… 

 
… .In memory of 

 
 
 

Our son, Scott, and daughter, Lisa, from Mom & Dad, Eunice & Arlo Berndt 
Lenore Elhert from Gay & Sally Oberg 
Loretta, Edward and Dillon Cannon, by Lorri, Leroy and Dustin Vandre 
Ronald Stevenson by Faye Stevenson 
Kermit Golisch by Barbara Golisch 
Linda Perry and Ruth Dornbrack, by the Dornbrack family 
Leo and Eleanor Fehlberg by the Kunkel and Lazare families 
Charles Southcombe and James Sprague by Pastor Mike and Sue and in honor or our children and 
grandchildren by Pastor Mike and Sue 
Jean Mary Southcombe and Jeannine Sprague by Pastor Mike and Sue 
 
 
 

 
We will Celebrate Communion on January 10 

 
 We will still have the fellowship packets available for pick 
up throughout the week but with the potential for freezing weather 
we will not be putting them outside on Saturday for a few months.  
You may pick up a supply of them anytime during office hours 
during the week of January 4.  They will be available on the table 
inside Door #1. 
 The elements for the sacrament call for some intentionality 
and forethought.  Rather than pick up the pre-packaged cups, 
worshipers may purchase their own bread and wine or grape 

juice. The sacredness of the sacrament invites us to be deliberate about the elements. Purchase 
bread and wine/juice specifically for Communion. If you buy a loaf of bread, set the slice you are 
going to use for Communion aside Sunday morning; place it on a designated plate for the occasion. 
The same with the wine/juice.   
 If you are shopping at a store that has a box for the food pantry at the front door, buy 2 loaves 
of bread and 2 bottles of juice, leave one of each in the box for the food pantry, and hold the other 
aside to use for Communion before you open it up and start using it for everyday needs. 
 Involve children by making flatbreads to use for Communion the night before. 
 It is in this unity of Spirit we find the holiness in Communion, not in the sameness of the 
elements we all use at our individual homes. 
 



 
As COVID continues to spread rapidly within our 
community, we are taking additional precautions for 
the safety of our staff and congregation. 
 
Here’s how you can help: 

• If you are sick, or have been exposes to 
COVID, or have a family member with 
COVID, please do not come to the church. 

• Minimize your trip to the church and 
conduct church business by mail, phone, or 
email, if possible.  

 
When coming to the church: 

• Make an appointment in advance whenever 
possible. 

• Wear a mask. 
• If you are dropping off your offering or 

other paperwork, please place them in the 
drop box just inside door #1. 

• Only proceed to the offices if you need 
additional assistance. 

 
 

 
Thank you, Tina, 

For all your hard work at Saint 
Stephens! 

 
I am transitioning out of my role here at 

Saint Stephens. Terra Holdridge has been 
hired as my replacement, to be the new 
Administrative Director at Saint Stephens. 
While I will be training Terra in the coming 
month, please consider her your main point of 
contact moving forward. I will not be in the 
office on a regular basis during the 
transition/training period, as I have accepted a 
position as the new Editor of the Foto News 
and will be starting a new chapter! Please feel 
free to call the office and ask for Terra or email 
her at:  terra@ststephensucc.net.              
 
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas, and God's 
blessings to each and every one of you! 
   Tina Scott 
 

 
NOW! 

Campaign Update 
 
Status of current projects and available funds: 
Current Available Funds  $220,998.61 
 
Total Left to Pay on Current 
Projects $2,181.25 
  
Available funds after payments $218,817.36 
Pledges yet to be received $146,953.44 
 
Available for Potential future 
Projects if all pledges rec’d. $365,770.80 

 
 
Our Christmas Blessings project helped 165 children in 67 families have 
a better Christmas. 
 
Thank you to all who helped: Tina Scott, Kimberly McCaskill, Kristine 
Smith, Chris and Mary Stamm and everyone who donated by shopping, 
giving and sharing.   

“God bless us, everyone!” —Tiny Tim 
 

 



 
+ These are the lectionary readings for Sundays in 
January.  Not all readings will be used every Sunday.  
These are provided for your personal study and 
devotion. 
 

Christmastide 
Jan. 3: Second Sunday after Christmas 
 Jer 31:714 Ps 147:12-20 
 Eph 1:3-14 John 1:1-18 
 

Epiphany 
Jan. 10: First Sunday after Epiphany 
 Epiphany and the Baptism of Christ 
 Blessing of the Christian Home 
 Communion 
 Matt 2:1-12 Ps. 29 
 Acts 19:1-7 Mark 1:4-11 
 

Jan. 17: Second Sunday after Epiphany 
      Installation of Council Officers and Members 
 1 Sam 3:1-20  Ps 139:1-6, 13-18 
 1 Cor 6:12-20  John 1:43-51 
 

Jan. 24: Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 Jonah 3:1-5, 10 Ps 62:5-12 
 1 Cor 7:29-31  Mk 1:14-20 
 

Jan. 31: Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
       Church Budget Meeting after worship, 10:30 
 Deut 18:15-20  Ps 111 
 1 Cor 8:1-13  Mk 1:21-28 
 

  
Offering Envelope Boxes 

Offering boxes are labeled and ready for pick 
up in the church office. Please plan to pick up 
your box between the office hours of 1:00 PM 
and 4:00 PM during the weekday. 
 

In	2021	I	resolve	to:	
	
	
 
 
 
 

_____Use	Scrip	for	my	everyday	shopping	needs	

_____Set	up	electronic	giving	for	the	church	

_____Read	the	Upper	Room	daily	

_____Pray	for	the	people	on	the	prayer	list	

_____Sign	up	to	get	things	electronically	from	the	
church	instead	of	by	mail	whenever	possible	

_____Pray	for	our	church	council	and	other	
leaders	in	the	church	

_____to	see	thee	more	clearly	

_____	Love	thee	more	dearly	

_____Follow	thee	more	nearly	

_____Stop	using	“Godspell”	song	lyrics	in	The	
Interpreter	
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On December 13, Saint Stephens 

UCC member, Carl Dornbrack, 
became an Eagle Scout, the highest 
rank for Scouts. Carl was a member of 
the youth group and an active 
volunteer at the church. Pastor Lucas 
offered the invocation and benediction 
for the ceremony. His parents, fellow 
Scouts and Scout leaders shared 

stories about his time in scouting and especially 
about his struggle to complete a project at the new 
VFW hall in the midst of construction delays and 
deadlines for completion. 

With delays he had to alter his plans for the 
project which required coordinating with VFW 
leadership, contractors and schedules. Such 
projects are one of the reasons that Eagle Scouts 
are awarded higher rank upon entering the military 
and given special consideration in college 
admissions as well. 

The middle of the ceremony was particularly 
memorable when Carl’s mother, Cathy Dornbrack, 
presented the Eagle award to Carl, pinning the 
badge on him (see the picture), and he in turn 
presented both of his parents with pins. Carl then 
presented several mentor awards. With great 
gratitude for each one, he expressed his sincere 
thanks for three different mentors. Truly the 
Scouting Spirit and the Holy Spirit was strong and 
felt by everyone in attendance! 
  If you see Carl, or his parents (Corey and 
Cathy Dornbrack), give him and them a 
congratulations as this is truly a great milestone for 
Carl and will be an event that he and they will 
remember fondly.

 
 

January Calendar at a Glance 
 
 
 
 
 
January 3: Worship on WJMT 96.3 and live  

streamed on Facebook 
 

January 10: Worship on WJMT 96.3 and live 
streamed on Facebook.  Communion. 
Zoom Fellowship at 10:30 

 

January 16: Council and Church & Ministry 
mini-retreat and conversation 9 AM-
11:30 AM 

 

January 17: Worship on WJMT 96.3 and live 
streamed on Facebook. 

 Council Installation  
 Zoom Fellowship at 10:30 
 

January 24: Worship on WJMT 96.3 and live 
streamed on Facebook. 

 Zoom Fellowship at 10:30 
 

January 30: Breakfast with the Pastor, 9 AM 
 Call church office to sign up. (limit 10) 
 

January 31: Worship on WJMT 96.3 and live 
streamed on Facebook. 
Budget meeting 10:30 on Facebook Live 
and Zoom. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ststephensunitedchurchofchrist	
	

	
Go	to	www.youtube.com,	search	“St	Stephens	UCC	Merrill”	in	
the	search	box,	click	on	our	page	when	it	comes	up.		
Remember	to	“subscribe”	so	you	will	have	it	in	your	
subscription	list,	and	you	will	receive	notices	when	something	
new	is	posted.	
	
For	a	copy	of	the	bulletin	to	follow	along,	go	to:	
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-Sunday-live-stream	
  



Special	Gifts	received	through	December	13,	2020	
NOW!	

$25.00	 	 in	memory	of	Joan	Lukes	from	Kristine	Smith	
	 $50.00	 	 in	memory	of	Mike	Walsh	from	Sharon	Detert	

$100.00	 in	memory	of	Bill	Storm	from	Charmaine	and	Family	
$60.00	 in	thanks	for	6	years	working	at	Saint	Stephens,	the	wonderful	people	God	has	placed	in	my	

path	and	used	to	touch	my	life,	and	the	lasting	friendships	I	have	made	along	the	way.	I	am	truly	
blessed.	From	Tina	Scott	

$30.00	 	 in	memory	of	Randy	Burrows	from	Faye	Meier	
$1000.00	 in	honor	of	and	Thanksgiving	for	Pastor	Lucas	Williams	from	Fred	and	Phyllis	Frederick	Will	
$100.00	 in	memory	of	Al	&	Claray	Geiss	and	Robert	&	Lorraine	Kraft	for	Christmas	from	Jeff	&	Sue	Kraft	

	
Food	For	Kids	

$200.00	 in	memory	of	my	parents,	Marvin	&	Delores	Hass,	from	Kristine	Smith	
	 $100.00	 in	memory	of	my	parents,	Edward	&	Dorothy	Kayhart	
	 $20.00	 	 in	memory	of	Michael	Walsh	from	Joel	&	Sue	Wendt	
	
Memorials	
	 $50.00	 	 in	memory	of	Walter	&	Daisy	Prey	from	Ronald	Prey	and	Walter	Prey,	Jr.	
	 $20.00	 	 in	memory	of	Michael	Walsh	from	Dan	&	Patsy	Pick	
	 $25.00	 	 in	memory	of	Irene	&	Walter	Berdt	at	Christmas	from	Gary	&	Jill	Mosser	
	 $200.00		 in	memory	of	Edward	and	Dorothy	Kayhart	from	Kathy	Kumbera	
	 $1000.00	 in	memory	of	Thomas	Taylor	from	Natalie	Loberg	
	 $200.00	 in	memory	of	my	wife,	Barb,	and	both	our	parents,	John	&	Ella	Hopp,	Joe	&	Ida	Coey		

and	brother	Vernon	by	Harold	Hopp	
	
Church	&	Music	Fund	
	 $500		 	 in	memory	of	Carlen	&	Venita	Stevens	from	Allen	&	Nancy	Lohrbach	
	
New	Boiler	Fund	
	 $25.00	 	 in	memory	of	husband	Donald	Forster	at	Christmas	from	Mary	Ann	Forster	
	 $25.00	 	 in	memory	of	son	Ricky	Forster	at	Christmas	from	Mary	Ann	Forster	
	 $50.00	 	 in	memory	of	my	parents,	Bill	&	Alma	Volz	from	Shirley	Ziemke	
	 $100.00	 in	memory	of	Frank	Ziemke	from	Shirley	Ziemke	
	 $50.00	 	 in	memory	of	Albert	&	Emily	Ziemke	from	Shirley	Ziemke	
	 $500.00	 in	memory	of	parents	Emil	&	Lauretta	Wengeler	and	Hugo	&	Ruth	Koeller		

from	Bill	&	Joanne	Wengeler	
$100.00	 in	memory	of	our	son,	Scott,	and	our	daughter,	Lisa,	at	Christmas	time		

from	Eunice	&	Arlo	Berndt	
	 $100.00		 in	memory	of	Carl	Frick	for	the	boiler	fund,	died	five	years	ago	December	28,	from	Lissette	Frick	
	 $250.00	 in	memory	of	my	parents	Harvy	&	Shirley	Kloss	at	Christmas	from	Laurie	Chartier	and	Family.		
	 $100.00	 in	memory	of	Jerry	Plautz	at	Christmas	from	Carol	Plautz	
	 $25.00			 in	memory	of	Mike	Mosser	at	Christmas	from	Carol	Plautz	
	 $25.00	 	 in	memory	of	Scott	Berndt	and	Lisa	Berndt	Fisher	at	Christmas	from	Gary	&	Jill	Mosser	
	 $25.00	 	 in	memory	of	Jerry	Plautz	at	Christmas	from	Gary	&	Jill	Mosser	
	 $100.00	 in	memory	of	Mike	Mosser	at	Christmas	from	Gary	&	Jill	Mosser	
	 $50.00	 	 in	memory	of	Tyler	Holbach	at	Christmas	from	Gerald	&	Carol	Duwe	
	 $10.00			 in	memory	of	Joan	Lukes	from	Dave	&	Emily	Schwartzman	
	 $20.00			 in	memory	of	loved	ones	at	Christmas	from	Kathy	Case	
	
Christmas	Blessings	
	 $100.00	 in	memory	of	two	friends,	Jackie	Engle	and	Margaret	Robl	from	Debra	&	Keene	Robl	
	 $100.00		 in	memory	of	grandma	and	grandpa,	Dorothy	&	Edward	Kayhart	from	Kyle	&	Jared	Kumbera	
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Altar	Flowers	
	 $100.00		 in	memory	of	Mary	Ann	Rewinkel	from	Mariann	&	Steve	Hanig	
	
Poinsettia	
	 $10.00	 	 in	living	memory	of	our	son	Scott,	and	our	daughter,	Lisa,	at	Christmas	time		

from	Eunice	&	Arlo	Berndt	
	 $20.00	 	 in	memory	of	Lenore	Ehlert	from	Gay	&	Sally	Oberg	
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Blessing of a House 
For this blessing you will need one large lit candle that can be carried from room to room without spilling the 
wax; you will also need to select a “candle carrier” and a leader.  If both parents are able to participate, we 
recommend they share/alternate the Leader’s readings.  All present go from room to room and gather around 
the lit candle in each designated section of the house as it is blessed.  The “Residents” response is prayed by 
those who are going to reside in the house.  The “All” response is prayed by all who are gathered. 
 When children who do not yet read are the “Residents,” the adults can alternate as “Leader” and 
“Residents” and ask the children to say the things they will be doing in the room between the two readings.  
The “Resident” reader can then incorporate some of the things the children have said in their prayer. 
 
Greeting 
Gather outside the front of the house (or front door of the apartment).  Light the candle that will be carried. 
Leader:  May peace be to this house and to all who enter here.   
By wisdom a house is built 
and through understanding it is established; 
through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.   
(Proverbs 24:3-4) 
 
Reading 
Leader:  As we prepare to ask God’s blessing on this household, let us listen to the words of scripture. In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with 
God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.  What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  From his fullness we 
have all received grace upon grace.  (John 1:1-4,14,16) 
 
Inscription  
This inscription may be made with chalk above the entrance (CMB may stand for the traditional names of the 
Magi or for Christe mansionem benedicat, “Christ, bless this house): 

20 + CMB + 21 
Leader:  The magi of old, known as Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar followed the star of God’s Son who came 
to dwell among us two thousand and twenty-one years ago.  Christ bless this house and remain with us 
throughout the new year. 
 
Prayer of Blessing 
O God, you revealed your Son to all people by the shining light of a star.  We pray that you bless this home 
and all who live here with your gracious presence.  May your love be our inspiration, your wisdom our guide, 
your truth our light, and your peace our benediction; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Now, everyone may walk from room to room, blessing the house with incense or by sprinkling water, 
perhaps using a branch from the Christmas tree. 
 
Blessing of the Kitchen 
Leader: I will bless God at all times, God’s praise shall continually be in my mouth.  O taste and see that God is 
good.  (Psalm 34:1,8) 
 
Residents: Bread of Life, may the food that is prepared in this room be a source of strength for both our 
physical and our spiritual life.  May all that takes place here remind us of the many times and ways that you 
nourish us consistently and generously. 
 
ALL: Make this house a home! 
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Blessing of the Dining Room 
Leader: How precious is your steadfast love, O God!  All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings.  
They feast on abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the river of your delights. (Psalm 36:7-8) 
 
Residents:  Nourishing God, we anticipate with love all who will gather at his table.  May the conversations we 
share and the food we eat bring us happiness and contentment.  May any discord and quarrels at this table be 
solved with kindness and openness. 
 
ALL: Make this house a home! 
 
Blessing of the Bathroom 
Leader: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.  (Psalm 51:10) 
 
Residents: May each bodily activity that takes place here remind us to treat our bodies kindly.  As we shave, 
shampoo, shower or bathe, cleanse our spirits as well as our bodies.  As we eliminate waste from our bodies 
may we also choose to let go of any mental and emotional refuse that is no longer helpful for our spiritual life. 
 
ALL: Make this house a home! 
 
Blessing of the Laundry 
Leader: Prosper the work of our hands, O God, prosper the work of our hands.  (Psalm 90:17) 
 
Residents: May all who use this room or benefit from the washing and drying that is done here find joy in their 
life and work.  As our clothes are restored to freshness, may we also daily restore and refresh our inner selves. 
 
ALL: Make this house a home! 
 
Blessing of a Den or a Study 
Leader: Wisdom is radiant and unfading, and she is easily discerned by those who love her, and is found by 
those who seek her. (Wisdom 6:12) 
 
Residents: The human mind is a marvelous gift.  May time spent in this room increase not only our knowledge 
and our intellectual pursuits but also enlarge and enhance our ability to be thoughtful and considerate human 
beings. 
 
ALL: Make this house a home! 
 
Blessing of the Living Room 
Leader: “I was a stranger and you welcomed me…Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 
who are members of my family, you did it to me.”  (Matthew 25:35, 40) 
 
Residents: Hospitable One, may we receive each person who enters this room as another Christ.  May our 
guests experience your welcome.  May our conversations and entertainment be a joy for all of us.  May 
everyone feel at home here. 
 
ALL: Make this house a home! 
 
Blessing of the Family Room 
Leader: How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity.  (Psalm 133:1) 
 
Residents: Ever-loving Presence, may this room provide much relaxation and rest from the whirlwind of our full 
days.  As we spend time here, renew and restore us.  Let the joy of your heart fill us with true peace and 
contentment. 
 
ALL: Make this house a home! 
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Blessing of the Bedroom 
Leader: I will lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O God, make me lie down in safety. (Psalm 4:8) 
 
Residents:  Abiding and Watchful Presence, may all resting and sleeping here be a reflection of our resting in 
your arms.  May you visit us in sleep through our dreams.  As intimate times are shared here, may we 
remember the tenderness of your love.  
 
ALL: Make this house a home! 
 
Blessing of the Designated Prayer Room (Or prayer corner or chair) 
Leader: Whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  (Matthew 6:6) 
 
Residents: Loving Presence, you call us to your path.  You invite us to renew our relationship with you each 
day.  May all who pray here be open to your mysterious ways.  Keep calling to our hearts and reminding us of 
your abiding love. 
 
ALL: Make this house a home! 
 
Blessing of the Back Door 
(All extend hands toward the back door.  After the Psalm verse, the leader opens the back door.) 
Leader: God is your keeper; The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and 
forever more. (Psalm 121:5,8) 
 
Residents:  God of busy lives, we open this back door and remember that we will come and go often, from 
work, errands, social events and may daily routines.  As we come and go through this door, may we be mindful 
that everything we do is a part of our life with you.  Grant us safety as we come and go. 
 
Leader:  Bless all spaces in this dwelling place.  May your love be evident in all the corners of this home. 
 
ALL: Make this house a home!  Amen! 
 
 
 
Optional Suggestions: 
1)   A time of sharing stories about “home” could precede or follow this blessing of the home: 

Ø What I remember most about my childhood home is… 
Ø The home that I most enjoyed was….  Because…. 
Ø The first time I left home… 
Ø I want my home to be…. 

2)  Participants may want to bless the backyard, porch, children’s play equipment or other important parts of 
the home or yard. 
3)  Each bedroom may be blessed with the appropriate words for the occupants of that bedroom. 
4)  The candle may be kept somewhere in the house as a reminder of God’s abiding presence.  Families may 
relight the candle and say a prayer of thanksgiving on the anniversary of the move or as a weekly or monthly 
reminder to be thankful, thoughtful and prayerful. 
 
(Compiled from Alternatives for Simple Living resources and from: 
Out of the Ordinary ©2000 by Joyce Rupp.  Used by permission of Ave Maria Press.  All rights reserved. 
Sundays and Seasons, copyright ©2012 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission.) 
 
 



 


