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February 17 
 
As with everything else this year, Ash Wednesday will be a little 
different. 
 
You are invited to come to the sanctuary between the hours of: 
 

10-11 AM 
1-2 PM 
3-5 PM 
6-7 PM 

 
Pastor Mike will be in the sanctuary. We will not 
be conducting a formal worship service or 
having congregational prayers. There will be 
music for prayer and meditation playing in the 
background. You may come at any time during 
those time periods. 
 

Please mask and observe social distancing with others. Pick up 
an Ash Wednesday prayer card and proceed to the steps of the 
chancel where Pastor will impose the ashes on your forehead or 
the back of your hand, as you prefer. Then spend whatever time 
you like in one of the pews for contemplation and silent prayer. 
 

If there are others in line ahead of you for the imposition of the 
ashes, please keep at least 6 feet between you. Please sit in only 
the pews that are not roped off to allow space between those 
present in silent prayer. 
 

We will have Lenten Devotional booklets for personal devotions 
and for family devotions. We will also have other resources for a 
variety of Lenten disciplines. 
 

 
Some	stock	photographs	in	this	issue	are	courtesy	of	Pixabay	and	Unsplash.		www.pixabay.com		www.unsplash.com  
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. . . or where you are on life’s 
journey, YOU are welcome 

here. 
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February 2 is the halfway point between the Winter solstice and the vernal 
equinox.  It marks the day when ancient people knew that the days were getting 
longer, the nights shorter and that the light was beating back the darkness. 
     In the church, it is called “Candlemas.”  Winter was a time of staying indoors 
but that did not mean a rest from work.  During the long winter nights families and 
the vowed religious monks and nuns would be busy making candles.  Spring 
would be a time of planting, the start to a busy growing season.  Winter was a 
time for candlemaking, knitting, sewing scraps together to make quilts and the 

myriad other activities one could do during cold winter nights.   
 On Candlemas, the church would bless the candles that would be used in worship the coming 
year.  During that mass, the priest would bless the candles that would memorialize loved ones, light 
the altar in worship, lift prayers and petitions of the faithful and otherwise light the church and worship 
space in the seasons ahead. 
 Not many of us, Protestants or Catholics, will be in church on February 2 to bless candles this year.  
We will, however, see groups of people waiting to see if a rodent in Punxsutawney, PA or a 
smattering of other local rodents across the country see their shadows. And a lot more people will 
watch a particularly favorite Bill Murray movie—again. 
 February 2 will be about 2 weeks after the presidential inauguration, about 2 months after the 
vaccination programs began, and, hopefully, two weeks after the Christmas Covid-19 surge starts to 
trend downward again.  We are already seeing tangible signs that the light is pushing back the 
darkness. 
 If the Covid-19 cases continue to trend downward, we will start making plans for limited in person 
worship.  We are already making plans for small gatherings where we can fellowship and imagine 
what the church will be like on the other side of this experience.   
 No one is more anxious to begin in person worship than I am.  Meeting everyone, putting names 
and faces together and sharing worship in community—with lay readers, choirs, and singing 
together—are all things I have sorely missed as I have come to you as your pastor. 
 I have, however, seen people die of Covid-19 in the ICU and I do not want to be a part in spreading 
this disease within this beloved faith community.  We have work to do and we do not want to risk 
ongoing health problems slowing us down when we can get back to that work.  
 Everywhere we look, though, we see the light pushing back the darkness.  We are more than 
halfway there.  Just a little while more and we can gather safely.   
 So, on this Groundhog Day, whether or not the rodent sees its shadow, God is, through the gifts of 
science and medicine, slowly pushing back the darkness of disease, shining light on our lives and 
bringing us to a new dawn.  Let us consider how we have missed being together and celebrate all the 
more joyfully when we can gather in worship, fellowship and mission again.  And if we learn how to 
dip candles, crochet, quilt or whittle in the meantime, all the better.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

715-536-7322 | 903 E. 2nd St., Merrill, Wisconsin 54452  |     ststephensucc.net 
 
 Rev. Mike Southcombe Senior Minister mike@ststephensucc.net 
 Terra Holdridge Business Manager terra@ststephensucc.net  
 Timothy Ruprecht Facilities Manager timothy@ststephensucc.net  
 Kimberly McCaskill Administrative Assistant kimberly@ststephensucc.net  
 Jim Bjorklund Music Director james@ststephensucc.net  
 Darlene Johnson Organist Call the church office 
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Celebrate!	
     On December 5, Saint Stephens UCC welcomed Emmitt Edward Glisch into our 
church family through the sacrament of Baptism.  His parents are Allison and 
Lance Glisch, older sisters are Ella and Lily. 

 
 
 
 

 
The family of Joan Lukes would like to thank everyone for the outpouring of 
comfort and support in the weeks following Joan's passing. Whether you sent a 
card or note or made a memorial gift to the church in her memory, we are so very 
grateful.  

 
Thank you! 
The Family of Joan Lukes 

 
Thank you to everyone who helped decorate the church for Christmas and to 
everyone who helped remove those decorations after Epiphany. So many people 
appreciated the opportunity to come and simply be in the sanctuary and enjoy 
those decorations for some silent prayer.  God bless you for all that work. 

 
 

Community Food Pantry of Merrill sends thanks for our donations in December.   
 

 
 

Starting now in February, the Mission Committee will focus on a different mission every month.  The 
members of Saint Stephens UCC have been faithful in our support of missions and ministries in 
Merrill and the wider church.  This monthly focus will help us stay informed about what is happening 
and the impact our gifts have on the ministries we support. 
 

If you write “Mission” as an extra line on your giving envelope, we will make sure your gifts reach that 
month’s mission focus.  You may also write a separate check and note “mission” on the memo line. 
One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors In Need and The Christmas Fund will 
all have their own envelopes.  We will also continue to provide information on Food for Kids and the 
food pantry every month as well.   
 

Our February Mission Focus: the MAC Home, aka, the Merrill Area Community homeless shelter.  
They are in great need of financial support to maintain the program.  They have received many 
“goods offerings,” such as socks, hygiene items, food and other needed supplies.  The program itself, 
staff, property upkeep and administration require financial support as well as these other generous 
donations.  This month, let us help keep this vital mission operating and thriving. 
 For more information, tune into worship on Feb. 7 or go to: 
http://machomemerrillwi.com/About.html    
 Coming in March: One Great Hour of Sharing! 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 
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Everyone’s family, financial, work and 
home situations are different.  Just as you 
prepare healthy meals for yourself and 
your family, just as you exercise to 
maintain good health, just as you read 
and participate in other activities to stay 
informed and prepare for the future, 
giving to the church is a discipline we set 
for ourselves for both health, growth and 
ensuring the continuing health of the 
church for future generations.  There is a 
tradition of using 10% as the benchmark 
tithe for the sake of the church.  Many 
families recognize that the work of “the 
church” is more than the local 
congregation and set 5% for the church 
and 5% for other ministries in the 
community and wider church.  Whatever 
portion you set aside, know that we pledge to be good stewards of your gifts.  Please use the table 
here as a helpful guide in developing your personal spiritual discipline of stewardship and tithing.  
 

Financial Comparison to Prior Years 
Income 2017 2018 2019 2020 
Offerings $318,545 $329,309 $320,776 $290,091 
Scrip $6,000 $8,000 $6,000 $8,000 
Memorials $12,294 $9,657 $6,914 $13,346 
Other $6,195 $11,267 $16,643 $6,195 
Expenses $342,084 $353,498 $348,635 $318,548 
Net Profit 
(Loss) 

$4193 $4735 $3,698 ($2,881) 

 

A Note about tithing… 

January 2020- December 2020 

Special Points of 
interest: 

 
§ Completed Entry 

Remodel- Took wall 
out, painted and put 
new carpet in. 

 
§ Completed Parsonage 

Renovations.  
 
§ Helped provide 

Christmas gifts for 65 
families. 

 
§ Continued Food for 

Kids program 
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Building the future 

NOW! Account Income History 
UCF Funds Transfer   $101,000.00   
Reinke Bequest  $6,000.00   

Bequest Unspec  $3,750.00   
Bequest Unspec  $63,427.00   

Bequest Unspec  $52,355.00   
New Roof Fund Transfer  $10,000.00   
Electrical Fund Transfer  $70.00   

Trivia Night Receipts to NOW!  $885.00   
Havey & Associated ADJ  $39.10   

Other Gifts  $2,887.00   
Pledges Received to Date  $252,854.56.    As of 1/20/2021 

Non Pledged Received to Date     $46,282.00      As of 1/20/2021  
Total Income $539,549.68 

Less Total Paid Out $368,551.22 
Total NOW! Funds remaining $170,998.44 

 

Current/Completed Projects Total Cost Paid from   Paid from  
    Designated  NOW!  
    Funds  Funds  
Capital Campaign Expenses  $   27,056.62     $     27,056.62  
New Organ (Including Electrical)  $ 107,361.64   $   25,658.00   $     81,703.64  
New Roof (Santuary, School & 
Parsonage)  $ 173,829.00   $   18,985.00   $   154,844.00  
Parsonage Remodel  $ 119,549.21   $   16,450.00   $   103,099.21  
Update Parking Lot Lights to LED  $     1,881.00   $     1,881.00      
Hunter Security System  $     5,989.12   $     4,141.37   $       1,847.75  

 
 $ 435,666.59   $   67,115.37   $   368,551.22  

 
                       Funds Available for Future Projects 
NOW! Funds (see above) $170,998.44 

New Boiler Fund $9,540.00 

Unspec. Bequests (Kanitz balance) $14,223.63 

Unspec. Bequests (Reinke balance) $59,915.45 

Total Available Funds $254,677.52 
Remaining Pledges $131,126.44 

Total if all pledges received $385,803.96 

Pledge History to Date 
Total Pledges   $383,981.00 
Pledges Rec’d   $252,854.56 
Remaining Pledges  $131,126.44 

Estimated Future Projects 
Replace Boiler    $450,000.00 
Expand Kuck Lounge     $42,000.00 
  

Together! 
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In-Person Worship (Updated) 
 

 The Council continues to monitor the situation in Lincoln County and the recommendations 
from the County Health Department. 
 Lincoln County continues to be in the “Very High” level of disease spread with guidelines to 
limit gatherings to 10 people or fewer. The consensus of the Council was that returning to in-person 
worship before the rates begin to drop significantly would negate the sacrifices we have all made to 
this point. 
 We do believe, however, we can safely start to re-open the church to limited use by small 
groups who agree to abide by the guidelines we set.  Breakfast with the Pastor, Scouts and other 
such uses will be small, with participants properly distanced and wearing masks.  Committees are 
meeting again.  The Mission Committee and Worship Committee will have met before the end of 
January.  The Property Committee is planning a meeting.   
 In-person worship is, unfortunately, still not an option at least until the numbers start to come 
down and gatherings of up to 50 people are once again advisable. We will look at the numbers and at 
the advice from the Lincoln County Health Department weekly and we will return to in-person worship 
as soon as it is reasonably safe to do so. We are also planning to bring back Sunday School soon.   
When we do return, there will be some guidelines we have to follow but those will be a small 
inconvenience compared to the joy we will feel being back in the sanctuary worshiping together. 
 In the meantime, we are working on ways to build connections even though we are apart.  
Here are some things to look forward to: 

 
Zoom Fellowship—Sunday mornings we have virtual fellowship time beginning after 
worship. You can join the Zoom meeting via the Internet or by telephone. When 
joining by telephone, we cannot see you and you cannot see the others but we can 
talk and catch up on things. We will have instructions for joining these Zoom 
meetings in the midweek updates.  

 
Breakfast with the Pastor—on February 13 and 27.  We invite 10 people to 
sign up for a breakfast with Pastor Mike in the Fellowship Hall at 9:00 AM.  
Thursday, Feb. 11 at noon will be “Lunch with the Pastor.”  We will socially 
distance and maintain safety guidelines but at least have some conversation 
and fellowship. The first 10 people to call the church office to reserve a spot will 
fill the list for that breakfast or lunch.  We will try to have 2 each month for as 
long as there is interest. 

 
Structured Dialogues:  Beginning Saturday, February 27, we will have “Structured Dialogues” with 8 
to 10 members at a time as we discern our congregation’s vision for the future and hopes for the new 
Associate Pastor. The things we hear in these dialogue groups will be incorporated into the profile we 
use for our search for the new associate. We will be scheduling more in March, check the mid-week 
updates and the website for more information. 
 
In-Person Budget Meeting:  We are timidly and cautiously opening the church for our Annual 
Budget Meeting on January 31, 2021. We will have Zoom available for that meeting as well.  We will 
have our regular 9:00 AM worship service on the radio and streamed live on Facebook. Then at 10:30 
AM, we will open the church for up to 50 people to attend in-person. You may sign up to attend in 
person through the website or by calling the church office. Masks and distancing between 
families/individuals is required. We encourage those most at risk to join us via Zoom. Remember, you 
may phone in to a Zoom meeting so you do not need the Internet or a special device. We will 
stream the meeting live on Facebook as well but the comments section on Facebook is usually 
delayed up to 15 seconds from what is happening in the live event. Voting will take place by Zoom 
and via in-person ballots. 
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We Need Your Email Address 
 

We recently used our membership record 
keeping program, “Realm,” to send out the 
email containing the proposed 2021 budget. 
 
If you did not receive that email, sometime on 
January 9 or 10, then your email address is not 
in your membership profile in Realm. 
 
We know this is confusing.  You may be 
receiving the Interpreter and midweek updates. 
Those email blasts, however, are through a 
service called “Mail Chimp” and you have 
subscribed to it through our website or some 
other sign up in the past.  Those email 
addresses do not transfer to Realm.   
 
We can search the Mail Chimp distribution list 
and manually enter the address into Realm but 
it is not always evident to whom the address 
belongs.  Your name is not linked to the email 
address in Mail Chimp. 
 
Why is Realm important?  Realm allows us to 
create groups more easily—Committees, the 
Church Council, confirmation classes, Sunday 
School classes, adult bible study classes, 
fellowship groups and others can all create 
group distribution lists.  Realm allows us to 
update children and youth as they move to a 
higher grade.  Realm is especially helpful for 
the pastor as he has the “Realm Shepherd” 
app on his iPhone to access addresses and 
contact information when he is out of the office. 
 
Realm allows us to send emails to  “members 
only.”  Anyone may subscribe to Mail Chimp 
and receive The Interpreter.  There are a few 
communications through the year that we want 
to send to members only.  Realm allows us to 
do that. 
 
We will never share the Realm information with 
anyone. Access to Realm is limited.  
Volunteers have very limited access and only 
to address, phone and email addresses--never 
any giving or other data. 
 
When we email with Realm, the individual 
email recipient addresses are not visible, 
similar to a bcc email.  This protects your email 
address from hackers. 

Realm is our best choice for greater efficiency 
at church and for the best security we can offer 
our members when emailing. 
 
Eventually, we can use Realm to create 
fellowship groups, special interest groups, and 
offer all of our members and friends a better 
community experience at Saint Stephens UCC. 
 
We have been paying for Realm for over 5 
years—it contains our accounting software 
programs as well as our membership 
information management. We would like to 
start using all of its features to better connect 
each other in our Saint Stephens activities and 
life together. 
 
So please check your personal Realm profile 
and update it if necessary.  Email 
terra@ststephensucc.net and she will send you 
the invitation code and instructions for 
accessing your Realm profile.  You can even 
upload a picture for your profile if you would 
like.  Within a few months we hope to be able 
to use Realm to foster better communication, 
increase transparency and keep members 
better informed.  
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     Is Changing! 
 

People	are	busy.		Life	is	hectic.		School	might	be	in	
person	or	online.		Your	child	might	be	exposed	and	have	
to	quarantine.		You	might	have	to	quarantine,	at	least	
until	a	test	result	is	back.	With	all	of	that,	you	might	be	
scrambling	for	childcare	to	be	able	to	get	to	work.		

We	know	all	of	that.		And	we	do	not	want	to	be	one	
more	thing	on	your	“to	do	list”	that	adds	to	your	anxiety	
and	exasperation.	

This	month,	therefore,	we	are	taking	a	different	
approach	to	providing	weekly	faith	formation	activities	
for	our	children.		“Sunday	School”	does	not	seem	to	fit	
what	we	are	doing	right	now.		You	might	not	be	doing	
these	activities	on	Sunday.	And	we	definitely	do	not	
want	these	activities	to	feel	like	school.		We	want	them	
to	be	things	that	you	can	do	together	with	your	children	
or	an	activity	they	can	do,	such	as	coloring,	while	you	
are	doing	something	else	nearby.	

Each	weekly	activity	page	is	based	on	the	readings	for	
that	week’s	Sunday	service.		The	overall	theme	will	
carry	through	all	the	readings	for	a	period	of	time.		The	
first	2	Sundays	of	February	lead	up	to	Jesus’	
transfiguration.		We’ll	be	talking	about	what	it	means	to	
be	called	by	Jesus	to	follow	him.	

Ash	Wednesday	is	Feb.	17.		The	last	2	Sundays	of	
February	and	throughout	Lent	we	will	be	talking	about	
“commitment:”	to	God,	to	follow	Jesus,	to	each	other	in	
community	and	to	the	church.		

We	will	post	a	weekly	
video	on	our	YouTube	
channel	by	Friday	evening	
and	have	a	“Message	for	

All	Ages”	in	the	Sunday	Service.		It	may	refer	to	the	
virtual	Sunday	School	message	in	the	booklet	or	build	
on	the	overall	theme	for	the	season.	

 

Also—we	have	the	booklet	
With	Your	Whole	Heart,	
Family	Devotions	and	
Activities	for	Lent	for	each	
family	available	at	the	church.		
Please	pick	one	up	when	you	
pick	up	your	“Sunday	School”	
bag	for	February	or	just	stop	
by	to	get	one.		These	are	short,	
easy	to	understand	reflections	
for	families	to	use	at	dinner	or	
before	bedtime.		Use	this	booklet	to	establish	a	calming	
time	for	all	of	you.	

We	also	have	What	Do	I	See	at	
Calvary?	A	Children’s	Devotion	Book	
for	Lent	that	you	may	share	with	your	
children	as	well.		A	copy	of	this	
booklet	will	be	in	the	Sunday	School	
bags. 

If	your	children	are	experiencing	
anxiety	or	showing	signs	of	anxiety	

such	as	acting	out,	becoming	more	introverted,	not	able	
to	concentrate	on	school	or	any	of	the	other	usual	signs	
of	anxiety,	please	reach	out	to	their	teachers	and	
counselors	and	to	Pastor	Mike	for	conversation	about	
how	to	respond	and	reassure	them	in	these	strange	
times.		Some	families	have	experienced	more	economic	
stress	and	their	children	may,	regardless	of	how	parents	
have	tried	to	shield	them,	be	experiencing	increased	
anxiety	just	as	so	many	adults	are.		If	the	family	is	
grieving	a	death	that	distress	may	be	even	greater.	

These	Sunday	School	activities	and	the	booklets	
mentioned	above	are	all	designed	to	provide	families	an	
opportunity	for	non-anxious	togetherness	and	
moments	of	reflection.		

We	hope	this	revised	approach	will	help	everyone	grow	
in	faith	and	love	during	Lent	and	throughout	the	year.	

It	is	hard	being	a	parent	right	now.		God	bless	you	all.			
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Structured Dialogue Groups 
 

We begin the process of creating a profile for 
our next Associate Pastor with “dialogue 
groups.” We need input from church members 
about what you believe a new Associate Pastor 
should focus on as well as the overall vision for 
Saint Stephens UCC moving forward. 
 

The conversations will last 1 hour 15 minutes 
with ample time between for one group to 
leave and the next to arrive without creating 
too large of a crowd. Participants will be 
socially distanced (couples may sit together), 
and masks are required. 
 

The schedule for February is:  
Saturday, Feb. 27: 1pm, 3pm, 5pm 
 
And for March: 
Thursday, March 4: 4pm, 7pm 
Thursday, March 11: 4pm, 7pm 
Saturday March 20: 1pm, 3pm, 5pm 
 
If these opportunities fill up quickly and we 
need to schedule more sessions, we will. 
Please sign up using the church website or by 
calling Kim or Terra at the church office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The February Radio Broadcasts are 

sponsored by: 
February 7: In memory of Marvin Koehler by 
Kathy and Dick Vandre. 
 

February 14: In memory of my husband, 
Warren, for what would have been his 90th 
birthday on Feb. 10 by Lois Latzig. 
 

February 21: In memory of my father, William 
Kamke by Phil and Marge Kamke. 
 

February 28: In memory of Art & Naomi 
Schaefer and Phil & Jean Schaefer by Bruce & 
Janet Schaefer. 

 
 

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships: 
 

April 4 (Easter), 11, 18, 25 
 

If you would like to sponsor an available 
broadcast, call 715-536-7322 or email: 
kimberly@ststephensucc.net.  
 

If you would like us to post a picture of the 
loved one you are remembering or honoring in 
your sponsorship, email a picture or bring one 
to the office for scanning at least a week before 
the Sunday sponsored. We will post the 
sponsorship notice on Saturday on Facebook 
and remind people to tune in to worship on 
Sunday morning.  
 
Here is an example of what that might look 
like*: 
 

Please join us for worship 
tomorrow, March 14 at 9 AM. 
Listen on Bluejay 96.3FM or the 
livestream on Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ Facebook 
page. 
 

Tomorrow’s radio broadcast is in 
honor of Sue’s Mar. 26 birthday, 
from Pastor Mike. 

 
* Sue will not appreciate this when she sees it.  

Your 2021 Executive Committee 
And Council Members 

 
Corey Dornbrack  President 
Kristine Smith  Vice President 
Paula McIntyre  Secretary 
Bonnie Koelsch  Treasurer 
 
Cheryl Buck  Judy Heath 
Mike Moellendorf  Janet Schafer 
Chris Stevenson    
Bill Wengeler 
Melissa-Jean Stevenson  
Frank Van Alstine 
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The Food for Kids 

program continues.  

 
With the schools back in session the need is as 
great as ever.  
 

If you would like to donate to the Food for Kids 
program, make checks payable to “Food for 
Kids” and send them to the church at 903 East 
2nd St., Merrill, or drop them off in the offering 
box inside Door #1.  
 

Scouts from Troop 502 putting bags together 
for Food for Kids on a recent evening. 

 
 
If you are interested in being part of the Saint 
Stephens UCC softball team this season, 
please call Jerry Burnett at 715-722-0115. 

 

Church leagues are forming now!! 

 
 

 
 

Class of 2022:  Confirmation books are in.  They are in the main office with 
letters available about what it means to be a mentor you may share with the 
people you are approaching to be your mentors. 
 
Both 2021 and 2022 Classes: Schedule for upcoming classes: 
 
Feb. 10: read chapters about History of Christianity and History of the UCC.  
In Affirming Faith: pp. 45-82.  In My Confirmation: pp. 97-129 

 
March 10: Creeds and Confessions.  In Affirming Faith, pp.85-138 (some of which you have already 
read).  In My Confirmation: pp. 59-76  
 
 

The Green Team is happy to provide you with energy saving, and often 
money saving tips and ideas to reduce, reuse, and recycle for a cleaner, 
better, more sustainable environment...for our future, our world and the 
world we leave for our kids. 
 

February Tip: Use the right size pot for the stove burner and adjust the 
flame on gas stoves to fit the pot. Cover your pots when heating for 
greater efficiency. One pot or one pan meals can save even more energy 
and often make cooking easier. 
https://www.budgetbytes.com/category/recipes/one-pot/ has over 50 
recipes for one pot dinners, Pinterest also has a whole section devoted to 
them.  Bon Appetit!  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU! 

February BIRTHDAYS 

We want to acknowledge and celebrate  
your special birthdays! Send your church friends birthday  

wishes, whether in person, via email, or by  
sending one of those wonderful cards you can  

hold in your hands by mail! 
 

Feb 1 Luann Grefe 
Feb 1 Edward Leavitt 
Feb 1 Ryder Depies 
Feb 2 Kris Gille 
Feb 2 Collin Grefe 
Feb 2 Tammy Amelse 
Feb 3 Kathy Anderson 
Feb 3 Donna Frick 
Feb 4 Philip Krause 
Feb 4 Leslie Sabatke 
Feb 4 Pearl Sabatke 
Feb 5 Dezariah McDaniel 
Feb 5 Todd Lemanski 
Feb 5 Nicole Rice 
Feb 5 Jason Voigt 
Feb 6 Jeff Mahn 
Feb 6 Debbie Mathis 
Feb 6 Steven Osness 
Feb 6 Jaxon Catlin 
Feb 7 Luke Woller 
Feb 8 David Buck 
Feb 8 George Dintelman 
Feb 9 Kathleen Graap 
Feb 9 Jordan Mahn 
Feb 9 Aly Catlin 
Feb 10 Jennifer Anderson 
Feb 10 Liz Krueger 
Feb 10 Andrew Plamann 
Feb 10 Sally Woller 
Feb 10 Alex Brandenburg 
Feb 10 Carsyn Frisinger 
Feb 11 Jacob Walsh 
Feb 11 Dana Klug 
Feb 11  Amelia Fry 
Feb 11  Amanda Barkley 
Feb 12  Debbie Seeger 

Feb 13  Sandra Mootz 
Feb 13  Ellie Schwartz 
Feb 14  Kristina Hopp 
Feb 15  Chase Bonnell 
Feb 15    Stephanie Middlestead 
Feb 16  Tammi Rodemeier 
Feb 17  William Kludy 
Feb 18  Stacy Smith 
Feb 18  Elmira Krause 
Feb 18  Stephanie Brock 
Feb 19  Bobbie Bonnell 
Feb 19  Scott Gipple 
Feb 19  Pat Schulz 
Feb 19  Alexis Elsholtz 
Feb 20  Joanne Krause 
Feb 20  Todd Schmeltzer 
Feb 20  David Veith 
Feb 21  Allen Sholund 
Feb 21  Gary Sholund 
Feb 21  Andrew Wilding 
Feb 21  Alyssa Merkel 
Feb 21  Leah Hanson 
Feb 22  Tanner Depies 
Feb 22  Milo Gremler 
Feb 22  Callum Wheeler 
Feb 23  Carl Dornbrack 
Feb 23  Darryl Frick 
Feb 23  Ryleigh Golisch 
Feb 23  Janet Schaefer 
Feb 23  Diana Catlin 
Feb 24 Jeff Eisner 
Feb 24 Carl Hass 
Feb 24 Carl Luedtke 
Feb 24 Lorraine Plamann 
Feb 24 Karissa Gipple 
Feb 25 Dena Lau 
 

Feb 25 Shannon Merkel 
Feb 25 Finn Hanson 
Feb 26 Amy Bahr 
Feb 26 Kim Voigt 
Feb 26 Brooklyn Oestreich 
Feb 26 Wyatt Lyon 
Feb 26 Joseph Barkley 
Feb 27 Timothy Moser 
Feb 27 Renee Williams 
Feb 27 Kristin Wadzinski 
Feb 27 Raymond Woller 
Feb 27 Greg Davenport 
Feb 28 Nancy Gille 
Feb 28 Brandon Koehler 
Feb 28 Carrie Heckendorf 
Feb 28 Jacob Lawrie 
Feb 29 John Heckendorf 



 
We will Celebrate Communion on February 7 

	

We	will	still	have	the	fellowship	packets	available	for	pick	up	throughout	the	week	but	with	
the	potential	for	freezing	weather	we	will	not	be	putting	them	outside	on	Saturday	for	a	
few	months.		You	may	pick	up	a	supply	of	them	anytime	during	office	hours	during	the	
week	of	January	4.		They	will	be	available	on	the	table	inside	Door	#1.	
The	elements	for	the	sacrament	call	for	some	intentionality	and	forethought.		Rather	than	
pick	 up	 the	 pre-packaged	 cups,	 worshipers	may	 purchase	 their	 own	 bread	 and	 wine	 or	
grape	 juice.	 The	 sacredness	 of	 the	 sacrament	 invites	 us	 to	 be	 deliberate	 about	 the	

elements.	Purchase	bread	and	wine/juice	specifically	 for	Communion.	 If	you	buy	a	 loaf	of	bread,	set	 the	slice	you	are	
going	to	use	for	Communion	aside	Sunday	morning;	place	it	on	a	designated	plate	for	the	occasion.	The	same	with	the	
wine/juice.	
If	you	are	shopping	at	a	store	that	has	a	box	for	the	food	pantry	at	the	front	door,	buy	2	loaves	of	bread	and	2	bottles	of	
juice,	leave	one	of	each	in	the	box	for	the	food	pantry,	and	hold	the	other	aside	to	use	for	Communion	before	you	open	
it	up	and	start	using	it	for	everyday	needs.	Involve	children	by	making	flatbreads	to	use	for	Communion	the	night	before.	
It	 is	 in	 this	unity	of	Spirit	we	 find	 the	holiness	 in	Communion,	not	 in	 the	 sameness	of	 the	elements	we	all	use	at	our	
individual	homes.	
	
Here	is	a	recipe	for	flatbread	to	use	for	Communion	at	home:	
Ingredients	

• 2	cups	(all	purpose	flour)	(level	cups,	unsifted,	not	packed),	+	keep	1/4	cup	extra	for	dusting	&	adjusting	dough	
• 1/2	tsp	salt	
• 3	1/2	tbsp	butter	(1.75	oz)	
• 3/4	cup	milk	
• 1/2	tbsp	oil	(for	cooking)	

Instructions	
o Combine	butter	and	milk	and	heat	until	butter	is	just	melted	-	on	stove	or	in	microwave.	
o Combine	2	cups	flour,	salt,	butter	and	milk.	
o Sprinkle	work	surface	with	flour	then	knead	for	a	few	minutes	until	it	is	smooth	-	it	doesn't	need	much	kneading.						

Add	extra	flour	if	the	dough	is	too	sticky.	
o Wrap	with	cling	wrap	and	rest	at	room	temperature	for	30	minutes	or	so.	
o Dust	counter	top	with	flour,	cut	dough	into	4	pieces,	roll	into	balls,	then	roll	out	into	about	1/8"	thick	rounds.	
o Heat	1/2	tbsp	olive	oil	in	a	nonstick	pan	over	medium	heat	-	or	lower	if	you	have	a	heavy	based	skillet.	(Note	1)	
o Place	one	flatbread	in	the	pan,	cook	for	around	1-	1	1/2	minutes	-	it	should	bubble	up	-	then	flip	and	cook	the	other	

side,	pressing	down	if	it	puffs	up.	There	should	be	smallish	golden	brown	spots	on	both	sides.	
o Stack	the	cooked	bread	and	keep	wrapped	with	a	tea	towel	-	the	moisture	helps	soften	the	surface,	making	them	

even	more	pliable.	
o Continue	to	cook	with	remaining	pieces.	
o Optional:	Brush	or	spray	bread	with	olive	oil	or	melted	butter,	for	a	more	luxurious	finish.	Or	even	with	melted	

butter	mixed	with	minced	garlic	for	a	garlic	butter	version!		(Probably	not	for	Communion)	
	Recipe	Notes:	
1.	Higher	the	heat	and	thinner	the	dough	=	crispier	crust,	though	still	pliable	inside,	the	thin	crispy	crust	on	the	outside	

might	crack	when	you	roll	it.	This	is	how	I	make	naan.		
2.	STORING:	Dough	keeps	in	the	refrigerator	for	around	3	days.	Tip:	Roll	out	the	rounds,	ready	to	cook.	Just	make	sure	

you	use	baking	paper	or	cling	wrap	to	keep	the	pieces	separated,	flour	will	not	suffice.	
Cooked	breads	keep	really	well	in	the	freezer!		

3.	Works	great	with	WHOLE	WHEAT	flour,	does	not	work	with	almond	flour.		
4.	Dairy	free	/	vegan	substitutions:	Works	well	substituting	the	butter	with	olive	oil	and	almond	milk	for	the	dairy	milk	to	

make	it	a	vegan	/	dairy	free	version.		
5.	This	works	pretty	well	with	Gluten	Free	flour.	You	may	need	a	bit	of	extra	flour	to	roll	it	out	-	just	add	more	as	

required.	The	texture	is	a	bit	different	-	a	bit	chewy.	
Recipe	source:	Flatbread	by	Julie	Goodwin.	
	



	

 
 

As COVID continues to spread rapidly within 
our community, we are taking additional 
precautions for the safety of our staff and 
congregation. 
 
Here’s how you can help: 
• If you are sick, or have been exposes to 

COVID, or have a family member with 
COVID, please do not come to the church. 

• Minimize your trip to the church and 
conduct church business by mail, phone, or 
email, if possible.  

 
When coming to the church: 
• Make an appointment in advance whenever 

possible. 
• Wear a mask. 
• If you are dropping off your offering or other 

paperwork, please place them in the drop 
box just inside door #1. 

• Only proceed to the offices if you need 
additional assistance. 

 
 
 
 

 
Offering Envelope Boxes 

Offering boxes are labeled and ready for pick 
up in the church office. Please plan to pick up 
your box during office hours. 

 
 

 
 

+ These are the lectionary readings for Sundays in 
February and Ash Wednesday.  Not all readings 
will be used every Sunday.  These are provided for 
your personal study and devotion. 
 

February 7, Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 40:21-31 Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
1 Cor. 9:16-23  Mark 1:29-39 
 

February 14, Transfiguration Sunday 
2 Kings 2:1-12 Psalm 50:1-6 
2 Cor. 4:3-6  Mark 9:2-9 
 

February 17, Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 Isaiah 58:1-12 
Psalm 51:1-17  2 Cor. 5:20b-6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

February 21, First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 9:8-17 Psalm 25:1-10 
1 Peter 3:18-22 Mark 1:9-15 
 

February 28, Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16  Psalm 22:23-31 
Romans 4:13-25  Mark 8:31-38 
 
 
 

Join us every Sunday for Worship: 
 
 
ststephensunitedchurchofchrist	
	

Go	to	www.youtube.com,	search	“St	
Stephens	UCC	Merrill”	in	the	search	box,	
click	on	our	page	when	it	comes	up.		
Remember	to	“subscribe”	so	you	will	have	

it	in	your	subscription	list,	and	you	will	receive	notices	when	
something	new	is	posted.	
	
For	a	copy	of	the	bulletin	to	follow	along,	go	to:	
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-Sunday-live-stream	
	



Special Gifts Received through January 19, 2021 
 
NOW! 
 $100.00 in memory of our parents Roger & Darlene Welk and Ray & Phyliss Schlueter at 

Christmas from Randy and Vivian Schlueter 
 $50.00  in memory of Randy Burrows from Family and Friends 
 $50.00  in memory of Randy Burrows from Stuart $ Millie Burrows 
 $200.00  in memory of Elmer & DeLilah Krause for Christmas from Jerry and Elmira 
 $25.00  in memory of Kay Simon from Kristine Smith 
 $25.00  in memory of Mike Walsh from Kristine Smith 
 $15.00  in memory of Kay Simon from Jerry & Elmira Krause 
 $20.00  in memory of John Lukes from Janet & Bruce Schaefer 
 $100.00  in memory of Kay Simon from Mike & Sue Kunkel 
 $25.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Kris Smith 
 $20.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from John & Gloria Schenzel 
 $50.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Jerry & Elmira Krause 
 $15.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Kathy Case 
 $10.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Charmaine Storm 
 

Food For Kids 
 $20.00  in memory of Kay Simon from Jeff & Sue Kraft 
 

Radio Ministry 
 $190.00  in memory of loved ones at Christmas from Bob & Kathy Turner 
 $190.00  in memory of Valentine Henrich, founding member of St. Stephens, my dad Clarence 

and for my 80th birthday January 31st 
 $190.00  in honor of Jay Catlin for his January 3rd Birthday from mom Diana  
 $500.00   in appreciation of Radio Ministry from Evelyn & Richard Bjorklund 
 $190.00  in memory of Doris, Otto, and Michael Hass on their December and January Birthdays  

from Mari Nelson 
 $400.00  in memory of Verna & Marvin Koehler from Richard & Kathryn Vandre 
 $190.00  in memory of Michael Walsh for his birthday on March 28th from Lois Latzig 
 $190.00  in memory of William Kamke from Marge & Phillip Kamke 
 $190.00  in memory of Art & Naomi Schaefer and Phil & Jean Schaefer from Bruce & Janet 
   Schaefer 
 $190.00  in loving memory of Marvin & Margaret Moellendorf from Mike and Deb Moellendorf 
  

Memorials 
 $100.00  in memory of Herman & Ivy Hoffman and loved ones from David & Shirley Mootz 
 $20.00  in memory of Jeff Radke love Linda Hass 
 $25.00  in memory of Grandson Derek Leavitt from Edward & Carol Leavitt 
 $100.00  in memory of Mom & Dad and Lylas & Bernice Berndt from Daryl & Donna Berndt 
 $30.00  in memory of Mike Walsh from Kathy, Tim, and Lauren Case 
 $30.00  in memory of Kay Simon from Ewald & Marilyn Katke 
 $50.00  in memory of Michael Walsh from Dennis & LuAnn Grefe 
 $25.00  in memory of Kay Simon from Janet & Bruce Schaefer 
 $10.00  in memory of Kay Simon from Lori & Leroy Vandre 
 $10.00  in memory of Mike Walsh from Linda Hass 
 $25.00  in memory of Mike Walsh from Kevin & Terry Krueger 
 $25.00  in memory of Myron & Carol Jean Marquardt from Kevin & Terry Krueger 
 $100.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Julie Crenshaw 
 $50.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Schroer Family 
 $150.00  in memory of Michael Walsh from Mary and Jacob Walsh 
 $35.00  in memory of Michael Walsh from Stacey Becker 
 $30.00  in memory of Michael Walsh from Diane Goetsch 
 $30.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Patsy & Dan Pick 
 $20.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Missy & Dennis Ruge 
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 $50.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Bill & Joanne Wengler 
 $50.00  in memory of Frank & Enna Jaeger, our grandparents, from Walter and Ron Prey 
 $20.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from the Ushers Club 
 $25.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Ken Graap 
 $75.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Lorraine & Bill Buehler 
  

Church & Music Fund Weekly 
 $20.00  in memory of brother Jeff Radke with love from Linda Hass 
 

New Boiler Fund 
 $50.00  in memory of Don Wold and John Frisch from Lois Wold 
 $30.00  in memory of Kay Simon from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $100.00  in memory of loved ones for Christmas from Bill and Joanne Wengeler 
 $30.00  in memory of Mike Walsh from Brenda Rowe 
 $150.00 in memory of our parents and grandparents, Ray & Betty Herdt, Marvin & Verna 

Koehler, and John & Mary Herdt from Wedel & Debbie Mathis & Family, Brian & Terri 
Haufe & Family and Todd Herdt 

 $10.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Alice Ziemke 
 $20.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from George Henrich 
 $60.00 in memory of Donald Forster on February 4th which would have been his 60th wedding 

anniversary from from Mary Ann Forster 
 $10.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Mary Ann Forster 
 $20.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Sandra & Bill Beaudry 
 $10.00   in memory of Arlo Berndt from Bonnie Pfotenhauer 
 $10.00  in memory of Arlo Berndt from Gloria Kottman 
 $10.00   in memory of Arlo Berndt from Faye Stevenson 
 

Christmas Fund 
 $95.00  in memory of my father, Ted Jaeger, for his 95th Birthday on Christmas Day 
    from Bob and Kathy Turner 
 
 
 
 

 



 


