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No matter who you are . . .
. . . or where you are on life’s
journey, YOU are welcome here.
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They did not know him until he said her name, he broke
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the bread and they started catching fish. Even after the
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disciples saw him in the upper room, even after Thomas finally
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saw the wounds visible on his risen body, they still did not quite
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understand what impact this resurrection would have on them.
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They went back to fishing—and then on the beach he was
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present with them again.
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of helplessness and betrayal created feelings that did not go
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away even when Jesus was once more present with them.
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Then the question, “What do we do now?” hung heavily
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over the group of followers.
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We face the same question now. As vaccination rates
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rise, as caseload decreases, as more beds are available in the
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hospitals, as we return to worship, “What do we do now?”
New, easy way
What do we do when those who were conscientious
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about lockdown orders and requests to take basic precautions
such as wearing a mask once again worship with people who
refused to wear a mask or who questioned the reality or the
significance of the rising death toll?
How do people who had to listen to the daily report of
their loved one getting worse and worse, unable to talk to them
or see them in person and then having to grieve with only 10
people at a graveside service worship and fellowship with people who said the economy was more
important than the deaths that safety measures might prevent?
Can we listen with empathy to people who have lost their jobs, taken out loans to keep their
businesses going, had to lay off employees and see their looks of grief and fear for how they would

THE INTERPRETER

SAINT STEPHENS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

APRIL 2021

2

support their families? Can we acknowledge that the pandemic was a crisis of an uncontrolled viral
contagion and a mental health and spiritual health crisis?
Even those who encountered the risen Jesus had no idea about how to proceed, how to live
with the knowledge that everything he said was true; how to share communion with people who had
betrayed him or who did not follow him along the road to place called “The Skull.”
Earlier in the Gospels, Jesus tells us, “Whatever you do to the least of these, you do to me,”
and the people there ask the Lord, “When did we see you?”
If Jesus’ followers could not recognize him, how are we supposed to recognize the Christ in
the people around us?
We will gather with joy on April 11 and the Sundays following. We cannot, however, ignore the
pain that some of our siblings in Christ will still be feeling. Fear of going out into a still active
pandemic, fear of going back to work, despair over a year of lost wages, lost time, lost hope;
confusion about how to measure progress at school in a year of hybrid and changing schedules,
worry about just getting back to normal and then shuffling grades in the school buildings next year;
grieving without the usual supports and markers of our grief process; living with continuing limits and
guidelines (although washing our hands should not be a problem even without a pandemic)—all of
these lingering effects of the last year will continue. We will miss the funerals we were not able to
have—and the funeral lunches, we will still grieve the loss of proms, parties, graduation ceremonies—
all those things for which Zoom and streaming live helped but did not quite replace.
The pandemic has pulled back the curtain on a health insurance system that does not serve us
and fails our needs in a modern economy just as it has shown us what heroes work within the chaos
of that system. It has highlighted and contributed to the cracks in our social networks and support
systems.
The disciples experience of the resurrection did not happen in a day. It slowly dawned on
them at meals, in worship and when they were out fishing. The joy of returning to worship will not
take hold in one day. It will slowly lift us from our despair as we continue to live with the trauma of the
last year and the changes that we will continue to experience moving forward.
Let us focus on the joy as we work on all of these other feelings together over time. Let us
listen with empathy, let us give voice to our laments, let us speak of the joy we do know, and let us
move forward with all of our differences and all of our shared hope together.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!
Happy Easter!
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In-Person Worship Resumes
April 11
The Community has done it! We have worked together, we have masked and sanitized and lovingly
kept our distance and brought the case activity down to medium levels and the vaccination rates
continue to rise. We will once again be able to gather for in person worship! But in the words of the
unwitting theologian Han Solo, “Don’t get cocky, kid!”
With the wisdom of Han Solo in mind, we will continue to take the recommended precautions outlined
below.
Masks are mandatory. They do not protect you; they offer some protection to others if you are
carrying the virus. As such, they are a sign of your Christian love and concern for your neighbor. The
research is not yet conclusive as to whether or not vaccinated people can still carry the virus in
sufficient quantity to infect others. Early research shows that it is possible and has happened.
Therefore, masks will be mandatory for attendance at worship or any function of the church.
Seating will be limited and assigned. Ushers will direct you to the seat furthest away from the door
and then dismiss in the opposite order so that those attending will not be passing by others on their
way to or from their seat.
Two services each Sunday. We will have two (2) services, 9 AM and 11 AM, to cut down on the
number of people at either service. They will be virtually identical except the second service will have
a “time for all ages” because Sunday School will take place during the early service only.
Sign up to attend. We ask you to sign up on the website or by calling the church office for the time
you want to attend. Depending on where the county is in its recovery, we will start by limiting
attendance to 70. We are relying on people’s good sense to determine if they should stay at home
(people still at heightened risk for the virus) or if they are not feeling well that morning to stay home as
well. The numbers will also help members decide if they feel comfortable attending given the signup
for any given service. Signing up is a courtesy to those members who will look for the lower
attended services.
A Brisk Service. We will have fans to draw fresh air into the sanctuary and draw air out of the
sanctuary throughout the service to maintain a good exchange of air. As such, the sanctuary may be
cooler than usual so dress accordingly.
We will not have congregational singing—but there will be music and a soloist. And we will not have
communal/responsive prayer—but there will be prayer. We will not ask you to stand up and sit down
to keep exertion and elevated breathing to a minimum. These—and other changes—are all designed
to minimize the risk to people attending. We will re-incorporate those elements of the service as
vaccination rates increase and case levels continue to drop.
Children will go directly to Sunday School to allow greater numbers in attendance. Sunday School
guidelines are on the next page.
Our livestream of the 9 AM worship service will continue. If you are unable to join us for worship, we
still encourage you to listen to the radio or tune in to the Facebook Livestream at 9 AM. The 11 AM
service will not be broadcast or livestreamed.
All of these guidelines/precautions may change as vaccination rates increase and the CDC is able to
gather more data for more conclusive recommendations.
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Guidelines for a Safe Return to Sunday School
Children must be registered!! Please go to the website or call
the church office to get the form needed to pre-register your
child for Sunday School. Previous registrations are no longer
valid. We are starting over. We need to know who is planning
to attend now.
As always, please do not bring your child if they have been sick,
run a fever, been nauseous or vomiting, complained of head,
neck or stomach pain or other symptoms in the last 24 hours.
Parents should bring their children directly to their Sunday School classrooms by 9am (allow
yourself time to get back for the start of worship).
Children will be required to wear masks, just as they are in schools. We will have name tags on the
tables to mark where the children will sit. We will have plenty of hand sanitizer, sanitizing wipes and
extra masks to keep everything clean and the children and teachers safe.
At about 9:45 we will bring the children into worship—a “Divine Interruption”—and Pastor Mike will
have some time with them. The short pews in the west transept will be reserved for them. Parents
can pick them up from there after worship.
At this time, we will not be offering nursery service but hope to be able to do so soon.
We appreciate your cooperation, and we look forward to a great 7 weeks of Sunday School and then
a summer of exciting fun we’ll talk about in the May Interpreter! Here is a preview:
Saint Stephens UCC is on its way to becoming a “Messy Church!” Check out the
links below for more information and watch this space!
https://messychurchusa.org
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/international

"Thank you, Pastor Mike, and all other ones for your thoughts and prayers and also for
the nice cards. I feel hopeful that God will continue to help me get through this."
-Sharon Woller
Thank you to Bill Wengeler, Dan Pick and Stan Seeger who, along with our
facilities manager Tim Ruprecht, cleaned out our bell tower. They removed 20
garbage bags full of pigeon droppings, a few dead pigeons and lots of feathers.
They chased out the remaining pigeons and secured the doors and screens to
prevent a return invasion. And they repaired/replaced the tower lighting.
Thank you all for tackling this daunting task.
(In a completely unrelated announcement, watch future Interpreters for the date for a Cornish hen
fund raising dinner when we can safely have one.)
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We have had minimal activity in the NOW! funds since the last report and will post an update in next
month’s Interpreter as well as the more comprehensive quarterly financial report.

Your 2021 Executive Committee
And Council Members
Corey Dornbrack
Kristine Smith
Paula McIntyre
Bonnie Koelsch

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Cheryl Buck
Judy Heath
Mike Moellendorf
Janet Schafer
Chris Stevenson
Bill Wengeler
Melissa-Jean Stevenson
Frank Van Alstine

Your beliefs will be the light by which you
see, but they will not be what you see, and
they will not be a substitute for seeing.
– Flannery O’Connor
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Class of 2022: Please invite your Mentors to the April 14 class session.
Class of 2021: Please have your special projects done or give Pastor Mike a
progress report.
April 14: Church Membership: covenant, rights and responsibilities. In
Affirming Faith, pp.141-160. In My Confirmation: pp. 189-212
We will be discussing what membership means. Note the questions at the
end of the readings and be ready to discuss them.

The Green Team is happy to provide you with energy saving, and often
money saving tips and ideas to reduce, reuse, and recycle for a cleaner,
better, more sustainable environment...for our future, our world and the
world we leave for our kids.
April Tip: Bring your aluminum cans in trash bags to the church for
recycling—and raise a little cash for the church—but just your
aluminum cans!! Other aluminum such as clean pie, casserole and
cake tins and clean aluminum foil may be put in with your other
recyclables. The center we take our cans only accepts cans. There is a
trailer behind the dumpster by door #1 (West entrance) for the cans.
Thank you.

We will Celebrate Communion on Easter Sunday, April 4
We will still have the fellowship packets available for pick up throughout the
week but with the potential for freezing weather, we will not be putting them
outside on Saturday for a few months. You may pick up a supply of them
anytime during office hours during the week. They will be available on the
table inside Door #1.
The elements for the sacrament call for some intentionality and forethought.
Rather than pick up the pre-packaged cups, worshipers may purchase their own bread and wine or
grape juice. The sacredness of the sacrament invites us to be deliberate about the elements.
Purchase bread and wine/juice specifically for Communion. If you buy a loaf of bread, set the slice
you are going to use for Communion aside Sunday morning; place it on a designated plate for the
occasion. The same with the wine/juice.
If you are shopping at a store that has a box for the food pantry at the front door, buy 2 loaves of
bread and 2 bottles of juice, leave one of each in the box for the food pantry, and hold the other aside
to use for Communion before you open it up and start using it for everyday needs. Involve children by
making flatbreads to use for Communion the night before. It is in this unity of Spirit we find the
holiness in Communion, not in the sameness of the elements we all use at our individual homes.

Generosity & Looking Forward

The April Radio Broadcasts are
sponsored by:
April 4 Easter Sunday: In loving memory of
my husband, Arlo Berndt, and my children
Scott and Lisa, from Eunice Berndt.
April 11: In appreciation of the radio broadcast
I have been listening to in the last year. Thank
you! From Maralee Moellendorf.

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships:
April 18, 25

May 2, 16

If you would like to sponsor an available
broadcast, call 715-536-7322 or email:
kimberly@ststephensucc.net.
If you would like us to post a picture of the
loved one you are remembering or honoring in
your sponsorship, email a picture or bring one
to the office for scanning at least a week before
the Sunday sponsored. We will post the
sponsorship notice on Saturday on Facebook
and remind people to tune in to worship on
Sunday morning.
Our April Mission Focus:

HAVEN is a champion to people who have
experienced abuse.
We provide safety, shelter, and assistance to
victims and survivors in a free and confidential
manner.
Through education and advocacy, we support
their journey of empowerment to achieve
economic and emotional independence.
HAVEN's Vision:
Ending abuse and strengthening our
communities.

Watch the bulletins, listen to the April Mission
Moments for further information. To donate to
Haven, mark your envelopes: April Mission.

The Food for Kids
program is now serving
200 kids per week. The
need is growing in our
community with families
struggling to make ends
meet. We are proud of
our volunteers and inspired by our donors who
make it possible to serve these recordbreaking numbers.
The request for donations that went out on
Facebook last month
has had a terrific
response. Groups like
the Lions Club and
many
generous
individuals
have
donated.
The picture
shows Molly Schult,
president of the Merrill
Lions Club presenting a
check for $1,000 for
Food for Kids to Terra
Holdridge.
Many groups such as the Lions Club, Rotary,
sororities and fraternities have not been able to
have their usual events to help fund support for
community agencies. But things are looking up
as vaccination rates increase.
We are having an organizational meeting on
March 24 to recruit volunteers to maintain the
Food for Kids website and Facebook accounts
and to start planning effective fund-raising
efforts as it becomes safer to gather in person.
If you would like to donate to the Food for Kids
program, make checks payable to “Food for
Kids” and send them to the church at 903 East
2nd St., Merrill, or drop them off in the offering
box inside Door #1.

But from this earth,
this grave, this dust,
My God shall raise me up, I trust.
– Walter Raleigh

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
April BIRTHDAYS
We want to acknowledge and celebrate
your special birthdays! Send your church friends birthday
wishes, whether in person, via email, or by
sending one of those wonderful cards you can
hold in your hands by mail!
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Apr 10
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Apr 10
Apr 10

Rose Dornbrack
Pearl Haskins
Hailey Brooks
Katie Jo Nelson
Amanda Clark
Jennifer Porath
Chad Oslage
Ashley Ament
Zachary Boehm
Loretta David
Zoey Lawrie
Bertha Kanitz
Barbara Davenport
Candy Hinner
Lisa Hass
Donna Barkley
Lissette Frick
Keith Tesky
Hannah Ziemke
Toby Allen
Brady Natzke
Lynn Oslage
Randall Teske
Austin Depies
Joni Hahn
Phyllis Frederick
Robert Turner
Ann Badeau
Tim Barkley
Ida Knospe
Charlette Swope
Michael Wahoske
Barbara Ziemke

Apr 11
Apr 11
Apr 12
Apr 12
Apr 12
Apr 13
Apr 13
Apr 13
Apr 13
Apr 13
Apr 14
Apr 14
Apr 14
Apr 14
Apr 15
Apr 15
Apr 15
Apr 16
Apr 16
Apr 17
Apr 18
Apr 18
Apr 19
Apr 19
Apr 19
Apr 19
Apr 19
Apr 19
Apr 20
Apr 21
Apr 21
Apr 21
Apr 21

Sierra Schulz
James Bjorklund
Alexander Neumann
Brock Thums
Rowan Heckendorf
Rita Kremsreiter
Ava Detert
Kristy Neumann
Becky Kropp
Karen Rajek
Sue Kunkel
Dennis Rothmeyer
Robert Bergmann
Glenda Oslage
Charlie Johnson
Daniel Krause
Amanda Mathis
Rita Burgener
Chase Stahnke
Owen Weisman
Christy Parenteau
Mason Klug
Bernice Perry
Faye Stevenson
Bryce Rajek
Leah Reist
Bethany Lapsenberg
Linda Hilgart
Carson Nelson
Jan Ament
Philip Natzke
Dennis Rice
Melaina Lemke

Apr 22
Apr 22
Apr 22
Apr 22
Apr 22
Apr 22
Apr 23
Apr 23
Apr 23
Apr 23
Apr 23
Apr 23
Apr 23
Apr 24
Apr 24
Apr 24
Apr 24
Apr 24
Apr 24
Apr 24
Apr 24
Apr 25
Apr 25
Apr 26
Apr 27
Apr 27
Apr 28
Apr 28
Apr 29
Apr 29
Apr 29
Apr 29

Jerry Badeau
Brad Davis
Gregory Radke
Randy Schwartz
Brian Schmidt
Lila Penrod
Nancy Dabbert
Allen Schiller
Gracie Wyma
Connie Scantlin
Luke Golisch
Ellie Bessey
Neil Tesch
Cassie Haltinner
Jane Sabatke
Philip Kamke
Richard Ollhoff
Melissa Ruge
Lowell Steffenhagen
Theresa Schmeltzer
Evelyn Drake
Scott Voigt
Mason Shimel
Laurie Grefe
Eric Storm
Victor Blood
Nancy Bagley
Kimberly McCaskill
Patricia Krahn
Fred Will
Nicole Elsholtz
Jacey Lyon

Special Gifts received through March 15:
NOW!

25.00
$50.00
$50.00
$40.00
$20.00
$100.00

in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Mike & Glynis
in memory of Pastor Kuck from Charmaine Storm and Family
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Kris Smith
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Ray Woller
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Gloria Schenzel
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Kevin & Jodi Golisch

Radio Ministry

$190.00
$190.00
$190.00

in honor of Sue’s March 26th Birthday from Pastor Mike
in honor of those who have served and currently are serving in the Armed Forces from
Buzz and Marge Fehrmann
in appreciation of the radio broadcast I have been listening to in the
last year. Thank you! From Maralee Moellendorf

Memorials

$20.00
$200.00
$20.00
$25.00
$100.00
$50.00
$100.00
$25.00
$50.00
$125.00
$25.00

in memory of Kay Simon from Bob Hass and Lynn Reichelt
in memory of Bernice Wetterau from the family
in memory of Arlo Berndt from Ed & Polly Endres
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Mike and Glynis Schroeder
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Brenda Rowe
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Rev. David and Ann Moyer
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Brenda Rowe
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Scott & Kelly Wallace
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Carol Page
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Hanig and Weix Families
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Philip & Kelly Natzke

New Boiler Fund

$20.00
$25.00
$50.00
$25.00
$25.00
$100.00
$25.00
$10.00

in memory of Rev. Kuck from Gerald & Carol Duwe
in memory of Lloyd Buck for his birthday on February 20th from Ruth Buck
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Randy Perry
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from George Henrich Sr.
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Alice Ziemke
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Rich & Nancy Dabbert
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Dave & Emily Schwartzman
in memory of Rev. Dale Kuck from Shirley Ziemke

Schmidt Scholarship Fund

$100.00
$100.00

in thanksgiving for and in memory of Ruth Schmidt Hase from Mary Strange
in honor of all the sons and daughters from Saint Stephens that went into ministry

Food For Kids

$20.00
$10.00
$25.00

in memory of mom, Dorothy Hommerding’s birthday, February 20th
in memory of Arlo Berndt from Betty Krause
in memory of Arlo Berndt from Larry & Diana Ridener

Easter Flowers
Help adorn our altar for Easter Sunday! You
are welcome to drop off tulips or an Easter lily
at the church office during Holy Week to
beautify our altar on Easter morning. As in
years past, we will have a sign-up sheet in the
office for those who wish to make their flowers
a memorial. Flowers may be dropped off
beginning Monday, March 29. If you would like
your specific flowers back after Easter, they
may be picked up during the times listed
below for decorating the cross or in the office
the following week. Thank You!

PLEASE NOTE: The office will be closed on
Monday, following Easter, April 5, 2021.

+ These are the lectionary readings for Sundays in
April. Not all readings will be used every Sunday.
These are provided for your personal study and
devotion.

April 4, Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Dor 15:1-11
Mark 16:1-8
April 11, Second Sunday in Easter
Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31
April 18, Third Sunday in Easter
Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48
April 25, Third Sunday in Easter
“Good Shepherd Sunday”
Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18

Easter Sunday Preview
9am Worship on the radio and livestreamed
10am

11am

Noon

1pm

Sign up for the time you want to come to church and decorate the “Flower Cross”
(example in picture). Bring cut flowers or tissue paper or other craft made
flowers, head into the sanctuary, place your flowers, sit and enjoy some Easter
Music.
Then, head down to Fellowship Hall for fresh baked cinnamon rolls, juice and
coffee and make some Easter crafts for all ages on the tables spread out for distance. We will have
the supplies to make “stained glass” cross suncatchers, paper butterflies that really fly and some
adult Easter coloring pages (really any age that can keep in the lines) and maybe a few other
surprises.

1. Join the program• First, download the RaiseRight
mobile app from the app store using your smartphone
or
tablet or by visiting www.RaiseRight.com. Then, enter the enrollment code to join: Please Call the
Church for Enrollment Code!
2. Buy gift cards and earn for Saint Stephens• Browse bonuses, search for a specific brand, shop
categories, and more. When you’re ready to check out, sign up for secure online payments. You can
link a bank account, add a credit card, or both. The brand gives back to your organization the moment
you buy a gift card. (When adding your bank account it may take up to two business days to verify
your account information. There is a 15-cent bank fee with each transaction; if you use a credit card to
purchase scrip the fee is 2.6%.)
3. Get and use your gift cards• eGift cards are delivered to the app within minutes—view them in
your Wallet. Physical gift cards are mailed to your coordinator. Many are reloadable so you can keep
earning with the ones you have. Use both types in-store and online.
*Gift cards and local scrip will still be available at the church before worship and in the church office.
This is not replacing our current scrip program, but rather expanding the possibilities of the scrip
program to those who are comfortable using their smartphone or other device. Call Terra at
715.536.7322 if you need assistance.
A Personal Testimonial:
Sue and I have been
supporting the churches we served through the scrip
program for about 10 years now. The RaiseRight app
makes it easy. When at a restaurant, we know what the
bill is going to be, I download the amount we’ll need to
pay the bill and use the reloaded card or the e-card to
pay. RaiseRight lets you e-mail gift cards to recipients, reload cards when your children are away at
college, send gift cards to grandchildren far away and help children out in an emergency. The church
benefits and we don’t have to use our debit or credit card at the restaurant or over the phone. Safe,
secure and we help the church—and we do not have to purchase cards in advance. We buy them
when we need them. Simple!
–Pastor Mike
“Those who are not looking for happiness are the most likely to find it, because those who are
searching forget that the surest way to be happy is to seek happiness for others.”
--Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

**The Scrip table will be open for business on April 11 before both worship services. Please have
your list of cards and payment ready when you come to the table.

