No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you’re welcome here!
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FOR MEDITATION
“All our dreams can come true, if we have the courage to pursue them.”
- Walt Disney
+invites you to rise in body or in spirit
BOLD invites the congregation to speak in unison
Due to a Baptism, Communion, and making sure all is aired via the radio,
there is no Children’s Moment today

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WORDS OF WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
+HYMN

“For the Beauty of the Earth“
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+CALL TO WORSHIP
How does a moment last forever?
How can a story never die?
It is love we must hold onto, never easy, but we try
Our happiness is captured in this place
Somehow, our time and place stand still here
Love and beauty live on inside this place
Yet some moments aren’t so perfect, some memories not so sweet
Then when the shadows overtake us
When we feel all hope is gone
We’ll hear our song and know Gods love reigns on! Amen.
+INVOCATION
Loving God, there are times where we think we have it all, that we are the
master of our own fate, that we don’t need anybody in our life. Today as we
worship you turn our beastly melancholy hearts into hearts that desire you,
that desire love and beauty. In the calm and hurt, move us and inspire us,
O God. Be a part of everything we do and be with us for evermore. Amen.
+SUNG RESPONSE

“The Summons” vs.1

READING FROM THE PSALMS		
15 If I had said, “I will talk on in this way,”
I would have been untrue to the circle of your children.
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Psalm 73: 15-28-

16 But when I thought how to understand this,
it seemed to me a wearisome task,
17 until I went into the sanctuary of God;
then I perceived their end.
18 Truly you set them in slippery places;
you make them fall to ruin.
19 How they are destroyed in a moment,
swept away utterly by terrors!
20 They are like a dream when one awakes;
on awaking you despise their phantoms.
21 When my soul was embittered,
when I was pricked in heart,
22 I was stupid and ignorant;
I was like a brute beast toward you.
23 Nevertheless I am continually with you;
you hold my right hand.
24 You guide me with your counsel,
and afterward you will receive me with honor.
25 Whom have I in heaven but you?
And there is nothing on earth that I desire other than you.
26 My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.
27 Indeed, those who are far from you will perish;
you put an end to those who are false to you.
28 But for me it is good to be near God;
I have made the Lord God my refuge,
to tell of all your works.
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RESPONSE Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
SUNG RESPONSE

“The Summons” vs.2

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM		
SUNG RESPONSE
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Cole Randall Breaman

“Borning Cry” vs.1

SCRIPTURE LESSON		

Acts 9:1-22

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples
of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way,
men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he
was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven
flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you,
Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But get
up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men
who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the
voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes
were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought
him into Damascus. 9 For three days he was without sight, and neither ate
nor drank.
10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said
to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord
said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house
of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying,
12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his
hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered,
“Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done
to your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief
priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him,
“Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before
Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show
him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias
went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18
And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was
restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food,
he regained his strength.
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and
immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He
is the Son of God.” 21 All who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not
this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this
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name? And has he not come here for the purpose of bringing them bound
before the chief priests?” 22 Saul became increasingly more powerful and
confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the
Messiah.
RESPONSE Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
SUNG RESPONSE

“The Summons” vs.4
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SERMON

“A Beast or A Beauty?”

Rev. Lucas Williams

+HYMN

“Beautiful Jesus”
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BE OUR GUEST AT OUR TABLE
The Sacrament of Communion
At Saint Stephens UCC, we celebrate an “open table”, welcoming all to partake, inviting all to receive,
believing it is Jesus who is the host, and Jesus never turned anyone away, so neither do we.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Beautiful God, may these gifts show the world that not everyone has beastly
melancholy hearts and for those who do we hope our giving in love and in
your name might change them from beasts to beauties. May the missions
and ministries of this church resemble those beauties. Amen.
+CHARGE & BENEDICTION
+RECESSIONAL HYMN

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

POSTLUDE
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