
No matter who you are or where you are oN life’s jourNey, 
you’re welcome here!
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Lent Five
PRELUDE

WELCOME

+CALL TO WORSHIP
Lent calls us to journey, this and every day, following Jesus wherever he 
leads us.
We are called to journey: to the place where God covenants with us.
God of the open road, grant us courage, faith, compassion, and endurance,
to face the journey ahead, to practice justice, to bring hope to all of your 
people.
God of the twisting path, you have called us to faithful living, to trust in 
you, the one who gives us life
In lent we take up our cross, to trust the One who bears it with us.
God of the narrow and upward way, open our eyes to see you walking 
beside us,
Let us worship God, who protects us, encourages us, and loves us this and 
every day. Amen.

+HYMN “Forty Days and Forty Nights” Page  5

+PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Discerning God, you do not rule from a throne in the sky. But you do call to 
us, and you call us by name. You know our breath and the beat of our hearts, 
better than we know them ourselves. You have called us into a life of choice, 
and granted us the will to choose. Even the call to follow, you’ve given to us 
as a choice. But we have riddled ourselves with useless and unmanageable 
choices. We confess that we can be found giving more effort to choosing 
colors, than to the choice to be kind. We are afraid that we do not really 
know what you ask of us, or what’s really at stake. We are drowning in 
worthless choices of toothpaste, yogurt, and deodorant. Reveal to us a path 
worthy of our discernment and creativity. Forgive us we pray, for striving 
for things that are not life, and working for things that are not bread. In 
the name of the one, who knew the way and abundant life, we pray. Amen.

+ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE / LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)
Friends in Christ, the waters of mercy, love, and healing are poured over 
you. God is loving and faithful to those who come to God. Come, seek the 
loving presence and receive peace. Let us give thanks for God’s love by 
praying the prayer Jesus taught us to pray, saying...

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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+SUNG RESPONSE     “If You Will Trust in God to Guide You” vs.1-2 #565
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SCRIPTURE LESSON  1 John 3:16-19
16 This is how we know love: Jesus laid down his life for us, and we ought to 
lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 But if someone has material 
possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but refuses to help—how can 
the love of God dwell in a person like that?
18 Little children, let’s not love with words or speech but with action and 
truth. 19 This is how we will know that we belong to the truth and reassure 
our hearts in God’s presence.

RESPONSE  The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

SUNG RESPONSE     “If You Will Trust in God to Guide You” vs.3 #565

MEDITATION          ”Love with Action and Truth” Rev. Lucas Williams 

HYMN “Take My Life” vs.1-3 & 6 Page 6 

A CALL TO BE LIVING WITNESS TO THE COMMANDMENT TO LOVE

A TIME FOR QUIET REFLECTION

+DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

+CLOSING HYMN “You Are Mine” Page 7
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