
No matter who you are or where you are oN life’s jourNey, 
you’re welcome here!
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FOR MEDITATION
“The proof of love is in the works: where love exists, it works great things; 

but when it ceases to act, it ceases to exist.” ~ Gregory the Great
_____________________________

+invites you to rise in body or in spirit
BOLD invites the congregation to speak in unison

 RINGING OF THE BELLS

RELIGHTING OF CHRIST CANDLE
We gather to remember again the Light of the world, and that the darkness 

did not overcome it.

+EASTER GREETING 

Grace to you from Jesus Christ, who was, and is, and is to come. Sisters 
and brothers in Christ, on this morning we are witnesses that Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!
Alleluia! Thanks be to God!
Alleluia! Thanks be to God!

REDRESSING OF THE SANCTUARY
On Maundy Thursday, we stripped the church altar, chancel, and sanctuary 

of all color and decoration. Now on Easter we redress the church altar, 
chancel, and sanctuary with all decoration and the color white in 

celebration that Christ has Risen!

ORGAN SOLO

+CALL TO WORSHIP 
Come in with joy, and singing Alleluia to God!
We sing and we rejoice, how could we remain silent!
If we remain silent, even the stones of the earth would cry out!
We will not be out-sung by stones this day!
Let heaven and earth hear of what God has done for us!
With one voice, we will sing unafraid!
Come let us worship the God of new life, as one body, in one Spirit!
The earth quakes and heaven rings, He is risen! Love lives again, this day 
and forever more. Alleluia and Amen!

+OPENING HYMN      “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”  Page 8-9
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+GATHERING PRAYER
God of the bright and morning star, God of the rising sun, God of darkness 
banished, we praise and worship you! For empty tombs:  thank you! For 
disciples running with good news:  thank you! For your presence, alive, 
powerful, resurrected:  thank you! We celebrate your victory over death, 
over all the powers that would defeat us. Help us to grasp resurrection; 
to understand its power, to see its force at work in our world, overturning 
evil empires, changing the hatred within us, moving the world slowly, 
forcefully, bending us towards love and truth. Alleluia. Amen.

+GLORIA PATRI

SCRIPTURE LESSON  Mark 16: 1-8Mark 16: 1-8
16 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 
2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 
went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they looked 
up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 
back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a 
white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to 
them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they 
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laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you 
to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out 
and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and 
they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

RESPONSE The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

AN INTERACTIVE MOMENT WITH CHILDREN

ALLELUIA 

GOSPEL LESSON John 20:1-18John 20:1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw 
the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, 
not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then 
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes.
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over 
to look into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where 
the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 

When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but 
she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned 
and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus 
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said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that 
he had said these things to her.

RESPONSE The Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

ALLELUIA

 

SERMON        “The Tale of Two Empty Chambers” Rev. Lucas Williams

HYMN  “The Strife Is O’er”  Page 7

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray...Resurrecting God, on this day of great gladness empower 
us to be your ambassadors, proclaiming good news. Good news in our 
kitchens and living rooms, good news in the offices and workshops, good 
news in the fields and factories. Help us to be that good news, walking 
softly on this good earth, caring gently for all people, reminding them 
Christ has restored them to life.

Today we think of all who are grieving,  who are sick and dying, for places 
in the world that are torn. Let the light of your love flood into the lives 
of all those who have been captured by darkness, that the light may give 
them healing, freedom and hope.

In this world of broken hopes and dreams we catch sight of your 
kingdom. Keep us open to the needs and hearts of other people. Help us 
not to be so quick to condemn as we are to love. Help us to reach out in 
kindness and compassion whenever and wherever we can for healing and 
hope. Remind us again of the many ways in which you have and continue 
to bless our lives as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us to pray, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen.
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CALL TO OFFERING

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
We give because we can, not because we must. With all that we have, and 
with all that we are, we seek life and wholeness. We give away our own 
earnings and labor, so we might imagine something greater together. We 
give thanks for the past, we celebrate today, and we look with hope to the 
future. Awaken our hearts and open our eyes. In the name of Jesus, who 
lived differently, died the same death, and was raised, so we might not be 
afraid, we pray. Amen.

+CHARGE & BENEDICTION

+RECESSIONAL HYMN “Thine is the Glory” Page 10-11

POSTLUDE
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