
No matter who you are or where you are oN life’s jourNey, 
you’re welcome here!

April 10, 2020  |  Good Friday
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FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION...

THE PEOPLE’S CHOICE
By Rev. Lucas Williams

Everything we do on Good Friday, from the readings to putting nails in 
the cross, is centered on the idea that it was us, the people, who crucified 
Jesus.

It was near the end of his trial when Pilate attempted to free Jesus. He 
permitted the crowd to choose between Barabbas and Jesus. Instead of 
choosing Jesus, as Pilate expected, the crowd chose Barabbas. And so 
Pilate gave the people what they desired. Pilate rinsed his hands in front of 
the crowd to signify that he was not taking responsibility for killing Jesus.

While Pilate still takes some of the “blame” because he handed Jesus 
over to be crucified, it was the ones to whom Jesus spoke, the same ones 
who only a few days earlier were lining the streets welcoming Him into 
Jerusalem, shouting Hosanna. Ultimately, it was the whole human race that 
is responsible for Jesus’ death. It was the people, it was the people’s choice 
to have Jesus crucified when they shouted, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!

No one provided a defense for Jesus at His trial. No one supported him in 
any way! Pilate knew he was innocent, but to maintain favor in the eyes 
of otheres he agreed to condemn an innocent man. In the end, the people 
became just a part of the crowd.

Yet in his final moments Jesus said, “Forgive them, for they don’t know 
what they’re doing.” Friends, we are forgiven and let go of the guilt for our 
part in Jesus’ death. Let us all, accept God’s forgiveness through Christ.
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GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE WORSHIP

~ A recording of the service can be found on our YouTube page ~

OPENING LITANY
It is Friday
And I stand at the foot of the cross to listen, watch, and pray.

Nothing can be said, nothing can be done.
Action is futile.
I can hold the other’s hands and weep,  
but I cannot be comforted.

It is Friday
And I stand at the foot of the cross to listen, watch, and pray. 

The air is heavy still with waiting and longing.
Waiting for the inevitable, longing for the impossible.
Can this cup pass from me?
I look around me – all the colors are muted.
Dusty browns and grays – Cold and metallic. 
Rolling black clouds cover the brilliant blue of the sky
As my soul is occluded by pain.
All that remains is the red of the blood
Running down the weathered wood of the cross.

It is Friday
And I stand at the foot of the cross to listen, watch, and pray.

I reach out and touch the raised grain of the wood.
It is rough against my fingertips.
The pong of unwashed wool and bodies crowds my nose. 
I smell fear, pain, death. I taste it at the back of my throat.
I hear the labored breathing from the cross.
Death is near.

It is Friday
And I stand at the foot of the cross to listen, watch, and pray.

I remain awake and remember, God is light, in whom there is no darkness 
at all. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world... 
and we loved darkness more than the light.

It is Friday
And I stand at the foot of the cross to listen, watch, and pray. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON  John 18:1-14



4

RESPONSE “Stay With Me” 3x

THE SECOND LESSON  John 18:15-18

THE THIRD LESSON  John 18:19-24

HYMN “Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended” Page 5

THE FOURTH LESSON  John 18:25-32

THE FIFTH LESSON  John 18:33-38

THE PEOPLE’S CHOICE  John 18: 39-40
There is a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you 
want me to release for you Jesus the King of the Jews?

No! Not this man, but Barabbas!

REFLECTIVE SILENCE

THE CRUCIFIXION 
THE SIXTH LESSON  John 19:15-18 

THE SEVENTH LESSON  John 19:19-21

SOLO “What Wonderous Love is This”

THE EIGHTH LESSON  John 19:22-24

THE NINTH LESSON  John 19:25-27
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STAY WITH ME
Jacques Berthier
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SOLO “Were You There”

THE TENTH LESSON  John 19:28-30

The Christ candle is removed from the sanctuary,  
symbolizing Jesus’ death.

THE TOLLING OF THE BELLS
The bells will be tolled thirty-three times,  

once for each year that Jesus graced the world with his life

THE ELEVENTH LESSON  John 19:31-37

THE TWELFTH LESSON  John 19:38-42

HE STREPITUS
The “strepitus” (STREP-ee-toose) means “loud noise.” The loud noise 

symbolizes the tomb being shut and sealed.

GOING FORTH

Join us for Worship on Easter Sunday
via Facebook Live and WJMT

9:00 AM
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