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December 2020SWAN SONG  

It feels strange to type it and I’m 
sure it feels about the same for 
you all, or maybe even worse, 
when I say that this is my last 
article/sermonette in the Saint 
Stephens Interpreter. Most of us 
have heard the term swan song 
before, and in many ways this 
article and my final Sunday are my 
swan song with Saint Stephens. 
A swan song is a metaphorical 
phrase for a final gesture, effort, or performance given just before death or 
retirement. Now don’t freak out; I’m not dying, and I am a really long time away 
from retirement. What I mean when I say swan song is more of what the term 
has become in modern times--an expression referring to a final appearance, 
or any final work or accomplishment. So, for example, when a member of the 
Packers wins a championship or breaks a record in their final season, they are 
said to have had a “swan song season”. This article and then December 20 are 
just that, my final appearance and work as your Associate Pastor and Teacher.

As I stated in my letter to the congregation, the Conference asks that we not have 
contact for a year following my departure. And I have to tell you, that is going 
to be really, really hard – for all of us. Nobody likes hearing that, but it is that 
way so the congregation of Saint Stephens can transition in a healthy way. The 
hardest level of understanding about all of this will likely come from the children 
and youth, whom I have cherished getting to know. On my last Sunday, I will talk 
to them during the children’s moment regarding my leaving and what it means.

I always remember when the pastor of my home church shared her final Sunday 
worship with us, many years ago. During her children’s moment she asked, “So 
are we still friends because I am leaving?” Most of the children responded, “No,” 
and it just about broke everyone’s heart. What my pastor said next has stuck with 
me all these years, and it is what I will tell the Saint Stephens children and youth. 
She said, “My leaving means I am not your pastor anymore, but we will always be 
friends no matter what. So, when you see me at the grocery store, you can say hi 
and give me a hug.” This statement rings true for our relationship going forward, too.

Speaking of swan songs, Jesus’ ministry culminated in sharing bread and wine with 
the disciples during the Passover meal. Similarly, ours will end in that way as well 
on December 20. Until then, I will make myself available for visits and goodbyes. 

I end this, my swan song for The Interpreter, with my custom benediction/blessing from 
Numbers 6:24-26, “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon 
you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.”

Be Enthusiastic in the Spirit Friends,
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Call the church office

Fr. Greg Boyle, the founder of “Homeboy Ministries” has worked with gang members in finding a new life for over 
30 years.  He uses the phrase “A lethal absence of hope,” when he talks about them. Check him out on Google and 
carefully read the articles he has written for various publications or the podcasts on which he is interviewed. He 
has a wisdom that comes from the intersection of seminary education, a deep, incarnational faith and the reality 
of the hood.

As we move into Advent, we recall the stories of the Israelites who were suffering from the absence of hope, for 
some, “A lethal absence of hope.” They had suffered the loss of their kingdom and their ancestral lands. They had 
endured the oppression of occupying armies, the Babylonians, the Greek and then Roman empires. They awaited 
a Messiah to deliver them from this humiliation and tyranny.

Generation after generation being told to wait, God will deliver us at just the right time. And each generation 
learned to live with a new normal as the bonds that held them together frayed and their leaders violated their laws, 
moral codes and, in many cases, their bodies and lives.

     “O come, O come, Emmanuel” they cried.

And the Messiah came.  Only he did not come to take them to a glorified and glossed over past, as many wanted.  
The Messiah came to take them into a future that would be radically different from the past, a future where 

      The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion
     and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.  (Is. 11:6)

The future would not simply put them in power over the people they hated but would establish a new way of 
being in the world. A completely new way of being, not the reversal they envisioned, but a complete reordering of 
people’s hearts. No wonder the angels in the story begin every conversation with, “Do not be afraid.”

Once again we recall the story of the birth of the Messiah—and once again we find something in common with 
the Israelites of 2,000 years ago:  waiting. We still yearn for that hope for our church, our community, our nation, 
the world and ourselves.

We recognize, the hope of Christ has not yet been fulfilled in the world and may be especially difficult to find this 
year for so many. We are still participating in that hope, in the continuing story of the light pushing back the dark.

This Advent let us be mindful of those who yearn for a sign from God that their lives matter, their prayers are being 
heard, their grief is shared by others, their hope is not in vain and that this dark time of isolation and precaution 
is doing some good for us all. As we encounter changes in our own lives and the life of the church, let us find 
solidarity with one another as we go through these changes; encouraging each other and lifting one another up as 
we find new ways of serving within the church and the community, new ways of worshipping and new ways of 
being the church in the in-between time in which we now live.

Just when the Israelites felt that “lethal absence of hope,” the angels appeared and said, “Do not be afraid.”

Some days we long for the angels to reassure us, some days we are the angels God sends to reassure others.  May 
we find both in this season of anticipation and hope.

 IN ADVENT HOPE,

Stock photographs used in this issue are courtesy of Pixabay and Unsplash. www.pixabay.com www.unpslash.com 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES VIRTUALLY

We are hoping for a return to in-person Sunday School in the classrooms 
on January 17, 2021. While the date is tentative and will depend on COVID 
numbers in our community, Sunday School does continue! 

Sunday School continues virtually, and December Sunday School bags are now 
available for pick up during normal office hours. The bags have pre-planned 
lessons so the children may follow along with the pastor during the Children’s 

Moments each week. Your child/children NEED TO BE REGISTERED in order to receive a bag. 

If you currently have a cloth Sunday School bag at home with your child’s name on it, please bring the empty 
bag to the church office to exchange for December’s bag. Rotating the bags helps control costs. Thank you!

Mark your calendars for the ...

Saint Stephens 2020 Annual Meeting 
December 13, 2020

9:00 AM 

The Annual Meeting will be combined with our worship service as it was in 2019. This worked really well! Plan 
to come to vote for new Church Council members, catch up on the Annual Reports from church leadership 
and staff, and consider other important matters relevant to our congregation.

Please help keep COVID out  
of our Church.

As COVID continues to spread rapidly within our 
community, we are taking additional precautions for 
the safety of our staff and congregation.

Here’s how you can help:
• If you are sick, or have been exposed to COVID, 

or have a family member with COVID, please do 
not come to the church.

• Minimize your trips to the church and conduct 
church business by mail, phone, or email, if 
possible. (For instance, offering envelopes can 
be mailed, or you can donate electronically.)

When coming to the church:
• Make an appointment in advance whenever 

possible.
• Wear a mask.
• Push the buzzer outside Door #1. Someone will 

assist you. 
• If you are dropping off offering envelopes, or 

other paperwork, please place them in the drop 
box by the front door. 

• Only proceed to the offices if you need additional 
assistance.

CELEBRATING COMMUNION ... 
COMMUNION SUPPLIES

We will celebrate communion 
both together and apart on Sunday, 
December 20. Worship, from 
your homes via LiveStream and 
the radio. If you would like pre-
packaged communion wafers and juice, to celebrate 
communion along with us, these communion supplies 
will be available for pickup on the bench outside Door 
#1 at church on Saturday, December 19, from 11:00 AM 
- 4:00 PM. Mark your calendars now!  

If you would like to continue to support Food For 
Kids, make checks payable to “Food For Kids” and 
mail them to the church at 903 East 2nd Street, 
Merrill.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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“And the Covid-19 stood ice cold in the snow,
stood puzzling and puzzling, how could it be so? 
It came without pageants. It came without crowds. 
It came without cantatas, cookie exchanges or cakes of pound. 
And it puzzled and puzzled ‘till its puzzler was sore. 
Then the Covid thought of something it hadn’t before. 
What if Christmas, it thought, doesn’t come from worship in-person?
What if Christmas, perhaps, is about God’s incarnation?” 
  -With deepest apologies to Dr. Seuss

With the best insight from the health department, the Wisconsin Conference and our great 
concern and love for each and every member of Saint Stephens United Church of Christ, we 
will not be worshipping together until it is safer to do so. That looks like January 17, 2021 at 
the very earliest and that is still dependent on people following guidelines and stemming the 
tide of Covid-19 infection rates in Lincoln County and surrounding counties.

Christmas, however, is not cancelled. Our worship will be different but worship we shall.  Given the circumstances, 
I would venture to say our prayers will be even more heartfelt and our longing for this Christ child to come into 
our midst more aching than ever before.

Our hopes for Christmas Eve depend a great deal on all of you. We would like to offer a 4 PM “premier” of 
a YouTube video worship that will incorporate music from our children, youth and families. We are asking 
our Saint Stephens’ members, especially our children and youth, to share their musical talents with us for our
4:00 PM Christmas Eve service.

Either send us a video of you playing and/or singing a Christmas carol or come to the church and we will 
record you here (just please call for an appointment so one of us is here with the iPad to record).  We will, of 
course, social distance and wear masks while you are here.  We will edit these videos together for a service that 
will debut at 4:00 PM on Christmas Eve on our YouTube channel. Extended families miles apart can schedule 
a “watch party” and join in the worship and the songs together.  Connect with Facetime as you all watch the 
service on the church YouTube channel.  Please have your video in by December 18 to make all this possible.
The videos can be emailed to mike@ststephensucc.net Suggested carols are: O Little Town of Bethlehem, Away 
in a Manger, O Come All Ye Faithful, Hark! the Herald Angels Sing, The First Noel, What Child is This, Go Tell 
It On the Mountain. We could easily work in others; the important thing is to share our talents in celebration of 
Christ’s birth. Think of the little drummer boy!

Our confirmands will be offering the scripture readings.  We will have a brief 
message in the midst of it all.  Let us celebrate our families, our children and youth 
and all the gifts of this congregation as we join together to celebrate the birth of 
our Savior.

Then, on Christmas Eve at 7:00 PM, we will be live on the radio and on the 
livestream with our traditional Christmas Eve worship service. Have your candles 
ready to light at the appropriate time.  We will sing Silent Night and other favorites 
as we connect with each other in a new way this year.  

Now, let us take a step back to Advent as we prepare for that celebration of the 
birth of our savior.

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS PARTICIPATION AT SAINT STEPHENS

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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BLUE CHRISTMAS ...

a non-traditional holiday service 
for those who are stressed, 

lonely, or hurting

December 16, 2020

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
Sometimes, for many people, the holidays aren’t 
those happy times Hallmark movies are made of. The 
holidays can be a sad time ... a lonely time ... a time of 
remembering and experiencing loss ... or feeling lost.

Come and find some light in the middle of darkness. 
Join us for an in-person worship for those who bring 
grief, sorrow or worry into the Christmas season on 
Wednesday evening, December 16, at 6:00 PM. 

We normally see about 20 people at this service so 
we anticipate that with proper distancing and wearing 
masks, we can have a meaningful and safe service. 
This service is for those of us who have lost someone 
this past year or who have suffered some other loss 
and may need embracing to get through the season.

Fun with Christmas Poinsettias!

BELL RINGING 

Salvation Army bell ringers are starting the ringing 
for the season. If you are interested, please register 
at https://www.registertoring.com/WebPages/Default.
aspx or call 715-218-9043 to sign up.

We greatly appreciate your support of the Merrill 
Salvation Army – and your support to our Merrill 
residents in need. Thank You

If you would like to bring a poinsettia to the church to decorate 
for Christmas, please drop them off no later than December 23, 
2020.

You can have your poinsettia be in memory or in honor of 
someone, and we will print those intentions in The Interpreter for 
January. A sign-up sheet for that will be in the office. If you prefer 
not to bring in a poinsettia, we invite you to make a $5 donation 
to include your memorial or honoree and that listing will go into 
the January Interpreter also.

This year we are offering something more for those who bless us with a poinsettia or a $5 donation.  If you 
desire, please bring a picture of the person(s) you are remembering or honoring to the church when you 
register your flower or donation.  The week after Christmas, we will post a video with Christmas music in 
the background of the loved ones to be remembered and honored.  It will be revealed on YouTube with 
a link posted on our church Facebook page.  You may then share the link with family far and wide.  If 
they are from Merrill, they may see others they remember fondly and see grandchildren others are honoring.

We will scan the picture when you bring it in and return it to you or you may email us a picture (preferably 
in a jpeg format) to mike@ststephensucc.net. One more way of continuing a cherished tradition in a new way.

Christmas hath a darkness;  Brighter than the blazing noon;  Christmas hath a chillness;
Warmer than the heat of June;  Christmas hath a beauty;  Lovelier than the world can show:

For Christmas bringeth Jesus;  Brought for us so low. 

– Christina Rosetti

PLANNING AHEAD FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
This year Christmas Eve worship service will be held 
at 7:00 PM via Livestream on Facebook and WJMT 
radio station. There will be no worship service on 
Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25.  

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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A FOND FAREWELL TO PASTOR LUCAS WILLIAMS

We have several opportunities and times to give Pastor Lucas Williams a warm and proper “in-person” send-off.  
We welcome you to come and offer your blessings to him and his future in ministry.

During his final week, December 14 - December 17, Lucas is making himself available to anyone who would 
like to visit or chat during the normal office hours (Monday thru Thursday) of 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  We just ask 
that you call in advance to the church office to get a personal time scheduled for your visit.

The sanctuary will be unlocked on the afternoon of December 16, 2020, from 3 PM - 5 PM to visit with Pastor 
Lucas.  Please wear a mask and social distance appropriately.

A virtual farewell service is scheduled as Pastor Lucas Williams shares his final sermon with Saint Stephens on 
December 20, 2020.  Following worship, the sanctuary doors will be unlocked from 10 AM - 1 PM.  Pastor 
Lucas and his family will be hanging around for visiting and goodbyes.  We would love for you to come and 
share your well wishes and appreciation for his ministry to Saint Stephens.  Please, again, wear masks and plan 
to social distance.

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS  

As of this week, we had an influx of new tags for our tree.  If you are still interested 
in supporting this cause and purchasing a toy for a child, please stop by the church 
office.  

The deadline for getting ALL gifts back under the tree will be extended to Tuesday, 
December 8, 2020.  

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FOR THE VETERANS OF THE CROSS AND THE EMERGENCY FUND 

The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United Church of 
Christ for over 100 years, providing emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health premiums, 
and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees. Over the past nine 
months, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the emergency financial needs of many who serve the church 
have increased dramatically.  In such a time as this, the need for the Christmas Fund is more urgent than ever.

United Church of Christ congregations and members have blessed the Christmas Fund with their generosity for 
many years. This year, your care and compassion will be especially appreciated by those servants of the church 
who are facing a time of need. Thank you!

Note from Pastor Mike: I have been blessed to serve as pastor and chaplain to many retired clergy.  The stark 
difference in retirement security between those who have served mid-size to larger churches who fairly and 
justly compensated their pastors and those who served smaller churches who often balanced their budgets by 
denying their pastor a living wage became obvious.  I have known retired pastors who could not afford their 
needed medicine and I have sat with a clergy widow who could not afford to bury her husband after he had 
served churches his whole working life.

I am so very proud to be a member of a denomination that has a long tradition of helping those clergy who never 
built much of a retirement.  Through the Christmas Fund we can make life a little easier for so many humble and 
faithful pastors who worked into their eighties and even nineties to afford basic necessities.  The Christmas Fund 
helped that clergy widow give her husband a decent burial in a cemetery plot one of the neighboring churches 
donated.  Please join me in supporting this very special 5 for 5 offering of the church.  God bless those who 
serve to spread the good news and God bless those who reach out in compassion to them in their later years.

To donate to this year’s Christmas Fund, use the Christmas Fund giving envelopes mailed out with the 
Interpreter or simply mark your check “Christmas Fund.”  Please make the checks payable to “Saint Stephens 
UCC.”  Thank you.

Please mark your calendar ...

The Church Office will be 
closed  

for the holidays as follows:

December 24 & 25

December 31 & 

January 1

CAROLS AND LESSONS

As usual, on Sunday, 
December 27, we will 
have the traditional service 
of ‘Carols and Lessons.’  
Please plan to join us 
virtually in rejoicing in 
the spirit of the season.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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 We will have our Scrip table up and running at the “open houses” 
 on December 2 and December 9.  Come and enjoy the decorations 
 and music while social distancing and wearing masks and then do 
 some Christmas shopping to benefit the church.  We will have
 special small denomination cards only available at Christmas time
 for stocking stuffers.

Coming Soon! Watch this space for new and enhanced ways to enjoy shopping with scrip using an App on your 
smart phone or other device.  You will be able to order e-cards available almost immediately to use at a store 
or on line (with the added security of not having to use your personal credit/debit cards at so many different 
locations).  You will be able to reload your cards for restaurants while you are eating or for stores while you are 
shopping and use them immediately.  You can reload a card for a college student or send an email card to a 
college student! And Saint Stephens benefits from every sale!  We will provide more information in mid-week 
updates.  We hope to double our use of scrip cards by going electronic.  Don’t worry, the old cards will still be 
available the way we have always done it.  This new feature is simply a way to build on an already successful 
program and to make using Scrip more convenient for those who want to use this new feature.  

SCRIP FOR A STOCKING STUFFER 

The Scrip volunteers have added additional lower denominations cards in late 
November and most of December for the holidays.   

The gift of cash can get a little boring but using scrip cards instead makes gift 
giving exciting again! You can use them for anyone--not just relatives.  They 
can be given as stocking stuffers, given to someone that has helped you out 
this past year, your mailman, and the list goes on.

Lower denomination cards available are listed below.  If anyone has any 
requests for cards that we do not have, please do not hesitate to contact the 
church office. It only takes a week to get special orders!

$5.00 Chips

$5.00-Children, Adult-$8.00 Cosmo

$10.00 Arby’s, Buffalo Wild Wings, Dairy Queen, First Street Coffee,   
 McDonalds, Los Mezcales, Pizza Hut, Starbucks, Subway,  
 Taco Bell, Walmart, Target, Barnes & Noble, Bath & Body Works

We also will have our usual cards available.

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,) 
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits, 
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the 
hospital. We want to be there for you.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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December Pie Sale
We are selling fresh, homemade pies to benefit Food For Kids once again.  The pies will be ready for pickup 
on Sunday, December 20, here at Saint Stephens between 11:00 AM and 3:00 PM.  Come to Door #1 to pick 
up your pie(s).

Orders must be placed no later than Wednesday, December 16,  and payment MUST accompany your order.  
All orders and payments should be dropped off at, or mailed to, the church office.

_______ Dutch Apple Pies @  $15 = $_______

_______ Pumpkin Pies @  $15 = $_______

_______ Cherry Pies @  $15 = $_______

  TOTAL DUE            $_______

Name: 

Telephone Number: 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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A TRIBUTE TO VETERANS
In November, at our November 15 service specifically, we honored our veterans ... those who served, 
and those who currently serve ... to protect our freedoms here in the United States of America. Thank 
you to all who have and are serving! So in honor of, or in memory of, we salute ...

Gerald Oestreich, U.S. Marines from the Oestreich family
William Statz, U.S. Army from Brian, Jenny, Brooklyn & Liam
Marvin Schenzel, U.S. Army from Linda & Bryan Plautz
Marvin Schenzel, U.S. Army from John & Gloria Schenzel
Harold “Mouse” Schenzel, U.S. Air Force from Linda & Bryan Plautz
Harold “Mouse” Schenzel, U.S. Air Force from John & Gloria Schenzel
Carl Schenzel, U.S. Air Force from Linda & Bryan Plautz
Carl Schenzel, U.S. Air Force from John & Gloria Schenzel
Jim Alft from Dennis & Luann Grefe
Roger Nelson from Dennis & Luann Grefe
George Grefe, U.S. Army from Dennis & Luann Grefe
Bob Grefe, U.S. Army from Dennis & Luann Grefe
Howard Grefe, Jr., U.S. Army from Dennis & Luann Grefe
Brandon Southcombe, U.S. Navy from Rev. Mike & Sue Southcombe
Lylas Berndt, U.S. Army from Dennis & Sharon Woller
Elgart Salefske, U.S. Army from Dennis & Sharon Woller
Roger K. Strand, U.S. Army from Nancy Strand
Jim Berndt from his Family
My uncle, Elgart Salefske from Kathy Case
George Henrich Sr., U.S. Army
Al Geiss, U.S. National Guard from Jeff & Sue Kraft
Raymond Schwartz, Sr., U.S. Air Force from Ray & Ellie Schwartz
Jennifer Sitz, U.S. Air Force from Ray & Ellie Schwartz
Branden Harland, U.S. Army from Ray & Ellie Schwartz
Brenden Harland, U.S. Army from Ray & Ellie Schwartz
Gary Mosser, from Eunice Berndt
Arlo Berndt from Eunice Berndt
Gerald Henrich from Carol & Bill Weber
Roger Henrich from Carol & Bill Weber
Art Schaefer from Carol & Bill Weber
George Dintelman from Carol & Bill Weber
Carl Bergh, WWI U.S. Army from Jean Meyer
Robert Bergh, WWII U.S. Air Force from Jean Meyer
Jerome Catlin, U.S. Army, U.S. Air Force from the Dan Catlin Family
Dan Catlin, U.S. Navy from the Dan Catlin Family
Jay Catlin, U.S. Navy from the Dan Catlin Family 
Daniel William Pick from Mom & Dad 
Wilburn Perry, WWII from Randy Perry
Jon W. Perry, Iraq War from Randy Perry
Corey Dornbrack, Iraq War from Randy Perry
Ross Dornbrack, WWII from Randy Perry
Elroy Lemke, WWII from Randy Perry
Bill Illegen, WWII from Randy Perry
Bud Schmidt, WWII from Randy Perry

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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A TRIBUTE TO VETERANS Continued

Donald Radke from Lori Radke
Roger Hoffman from Lori Radke
Mike Kunkel, U.S. Navy from Sue Kunkel
Bill Kunkel, U.S. Navy from Mike & Sue Kunkel
Arnold Viljevac from Corey & Cathy Dornbrack
Corey Dornbrack from Cathy Dornbrack
Randy Perry from Corey & Cathy Dornbrack
Franklin Zastrow from Corey & Cathy Dornbrack
Jon Perry from Corey & Cathy Dornbrack
Wilburn Perry from Corey & Cathy Dornbrack
Ross Dornbrack, Sr. from Corey & Cathy Dornbrack
Elroy Rathke from Tom & Nancy Seidel
Susan Gleason from Tom & Nancy Seidel
Barbara Davenport from Tom & Nancy Seidel
Kelly Davenport from Tom & Nancy Seidel
Margaret Charles from Tom & Nancy Seidel
Nancy Seidel from Tom Seidel
Tom Seidel from Nancy Seidel
John Rathke from Tom & Nancy Seidel
Michele Rathke from Tom & Nancy Seidel
Troy Rathke from Tom & Nancy Seidel
Kathryn Rathke from Tom & Nancy Seidel
David Deal from Tom & Nancy Seidel
Charles Seidel from Tom & Nancy Seidel 
Kenwood Schubert, U.S. Air Force from 
Eunice Schubert
Randy Graap, U.S. Navy from Eunice Schubert

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS FOR YOUR SPIRITUAL GROWTH

For the past few years my dear friend and colleague, Rev. Dr. Don Wagner, in the Illinois South Conference UCC, 
has written an Advent Devotional centered around that conference’s church camp, DuBois Outdoor Ministry 
Center. This year he has partnered with a most gifted photographer friend,  Fr. Gerald Schweitzer.

The Advent Devotional is available for download on our church website.  We also have some printed copies in 
the office on the table by the Door #1 entrance.

If you feel called to give a gift in order to thank them for these talents, all gifts received in the distribution 
of this Advent Devotional will be divided equally and distributed to the DuBois Retreat Center, the camping 
and retreat center of the Illinois South Conference UCC.  These funds will be used to provide scholarships for 
children and families in need at DuBois Center, and Sojourner Truth 
House in Gary, Indiana, which provides much needed assistance to 
women and children who find themselves homeless or in need of 
specialized care and assistance.

We are also providing a devotional which uses the movie “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” to guide us through our Advent journey.  This 
devotional is published by Creative Communications for the Parish 
and copies are also available on the entrance #1 table.  These are 
provided as part of Saint Stephen’s faith formation and nurture 
programs.  Please enjoy one or both as you like.
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Mark your calendars for the ...

Saint Stephens 2020 Annual Meeting 
December 13, 2020

9:00 AM 

The Annual Meeting will be combined with our worship 
service as it was in 2019. This worked really well! Plan to 
come to vote for new Church Council members, catch 
up on the Annual Reports from church leadership and 
staff, and consider other important matters relevant to 
our congregation. The meeting will be conducted via 
LiveStream and on the Radio, so VOTING will take 
place IN ADVANCE of December 13, 2020, and the 
Election RESULTS will be shared during the Annual 
Meeting.

Be sure to VOTE to approve the Resolution for Standing 
Rules for the December 13, 2020, Annual Meeting on 
your Ballot to make this possible.

You will also be able to VOTE for Church Council 
members in one of four ways:  

1. Mail your paper ballot to the church office; 
2. Drop off your paper ballot at the church office 
    (or vote right there, as we will have extra ballots  
    available);
3. Email your votes to tina@ststephensucc.net; OR 
4. Call in your votes to the church office.

Remember, each Active Member of Saint Stephens is 
entitled to vote once (whichever method you choose).

ALL VOTES MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE CHURCH 
OFFICE NO LATER THAN 4:00 PM ON FRIDAY, 

DECEMBER 11, 2020, TO BE COUNTED.

Complete Annual Meeting Packets are available at 
our website or for pick up on the table in the hallway 

by Door #1 near the office during office hours.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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CHURCH FINANCES
FINANCIAL UPDATE 

AS OF  
OCTOBER 31, 2020

Right: Income and 
Expenses Year To 
Date (YTD) on the left 
for 2020 show we are 
operating in the black 
by $4,909.74. That 
means we’ve spent 

almost $5,000.00 less than we’ve received in 
2020 as of the end of October. In contrast, at this 
same time last year (numbers on the right side 
of the chart), we had spent $21,360.94 more 
in expenses than we had received for income, 
so we were operating $21,360.94 in the red. If 
you calculate the actual difference between our 
2020 positive cashflow and the 2019 negative 
cashflow, that’s a difference of $26,270.68 
between our 2019 financial situation and our 
current 2020 financial situation. It should be 
noted, however, that this was all operating with 
one pastor, not two, as Pastor Mike joined our 
staff November 1, and these numbers are as of 
October 31.

Below:  2020  Income and Expense comparisons 
for each month of the year through October. 
As you can see, it appears October income 
dropped significantly, and in the month of 
October, we had more expenses than income. 
The reason, however, is that the office was 
closed and staff quarantined, so money was not 

(Continued on next page)
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Current or Completed Projects:
Sanctuary Roof & Overhang Roof on School Building   $127,854.00   Paid in Full!
Parsonage Roof & Garage Roof    $ 45,975.00    Paid in Full!
New Organ & Electrical for Organ    $107,049.64  $  4,362.70* payable
   * Being paid at $2,181.45/month, Interest Free Payments  
Updating Parking Lot LED Lights/Electrical   $   1,881.00  Paid in Full!
Parsonage Improvements: New Windows/Trim/Siding,  
New Garage Windows, Etc.     $119,549.21  Paid in Full!
(Final payment due upon completion of the work)
Total of Current or Completed Projects    $402,308.85  $ 4,362.70 payable

Future Projects:
Engineer/Replace Boilers (within 4 years at the latest)  $450,000-$550,000.00 estimate
Expanding Kuck Lounge Project    $  42,000.00 estimate
Electrical Wiring - Sanctuary & Attic    After inspection, no changes needed at this time
Sanctuary Refurbishing      Estimates not yet done

An Udate on our Capital 
Campaign ...

Status of Current Projects & Available Funds
Current Funds Available:    $215,661.06*

Total Left to Pay on Current Projects: - $   4,362.70 
Available Funds after Payments:    $211,298.36 

Pledges Yet to Be Received: + $156,591.44 
Available For Potential Future Projects IF All Pledges are Received: $367,889.80  

*As of September 30, 2020

* NOTE:  “Current Funds Available” are adjusted by:  1) Pledges & donations received, including adjustments to pledges;  
2) Payments made; and 3) Fluctuations in market value of invested funds. Numbers shown are as of September 30, 2020.

NOW! Summary:*
Pledges Recorded: $383,981.00
Pledges Received: $227,389.56

 Balance to be Received: $156,591.44

counted during the last two weeks of October. The money received during those last two weeks will get 
included in the November income numbers, so November income will likely appear inflated as compared to 
other years in November. We will just need to keep this in mind when comparing the numbers going forward. 
November will also be the first month where our expenses will reflect the cost of two pastors on staff.

Above:  NOW! numbers bear commentary this month because we can now celebrate the completion of 
another project that is done and paid in full! The parsonage improvements (new windows, siding, trim, etc.) are 
all done, and we made the final payment in October. And ... we only have two more payments on the organ, 
so that will be paid in full in early December. 

We also continue to receive NOW! Capital Campaign donations in the form of memorials, and we want to thank 
everyone for that ... as of the end of October 2020, we have received a total of $44,344.00 in non-pledged gifts 
... meaning people have given those funds as memorials or gifts from the heart irrespective of any pledge. Thank 
you! Let’s keep it going so we can get going on the replacement of our boilers soon!

(Continued from previous page)
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ACT NOW TO SAVE ON TAXES

Recent tax law changes have limited the average tax payer’s benefits in donating to churches and non-profit 
agencies.  At St. Stephens United Church of Christ, we know that your donations come from your heart and are 
not dependent on your ability to itemize those gifts as deductions.  

We want to make our members aware, however, that it is still possible to benefit from particular ways of 
donating.  According to a number of local accounting and tax preparation firms who have supplied this 
information to non-profits and churches, if you are at least 70.5 years of age and receiving required minimum 
distributions from your IRA, you may have up to $100,000 transferred directly from your IRA to your church 
or a non-profit agency you wish to support.

These transfers are called Qualifying Charitable Distributions or QCDs.

A blog and press release from Scheffel and Boyle, Certified Public Accountants, offers the example of a 72 year 
old receiving a required minimum distribution of $12,000.  He does not have enough to itemize deductions 
but has traditionally given $5,000 to the church.  If he directs that $5,000 of his required minimum distribution 
to go directly to the church as a QCD, he will not be taxed on that $5,000, only on the $7,000 remaining that 
goes to him.  Assuming a combined state and federal tax rate of 30%, the donor saves $1,500, the taxes he 
would have otherwise paid on the $5,000 donation.   

Please check with your own financial advisors and tax preparers as well as your IRA administrators for the best 
advice for your particular situation.

We have been told by our advisors that your IRA administrators are most likely preparing your distribution 
checks in November or early December to go out before the end of the year.  If you wish to enjoy this tax 
benefit, contact them as soon as possible.  

PRAYING TOGETHER ... on our WEBSITE
Have you checked out the Prayer Requests on our website lately? This is a great opportunity for all of us to be 
with each other in spirit and pray for each other’s needs and the needs of our world during a time that feels 
difficult, divisive, and lonely for many. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to sit together again and pray for and with 
each other? To share our special intentions side by side? To talk at Coffee Hour and share our worries with a 
good friend, to ask them to pray for you? 

While we cannot yet gather together, we can pray together. And for each other.

There now is a “Prayer” page on our website. It’s showcased on our Home page and easy to locate by clicking 
on the “Prayer” button right next to the Home button. Read the prayer requests of others and pause to pray for 
them. Submit your prayer requests and allow friends and neighbors to pray for you. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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WORSHIPING TOGETHER ... Because:

We are the Church. No matter where we meet.

It’s not about the building; it’s about the people. And 
it’s not about people gathering together in person ... it’s 
about gathering together ... in spirit and in shared time 
and worship, praise and song ... even if we are each in 

our own homes. #StayHome

So JOIN US for WORSHIP:

Sundays @ 9:00 AM on WJMT, 96.3 FM Radio 
or LIVE via LiveStream on Facebook:

(https://www.facebook.com/
ststephensunitedchurchofchrist)

   (Scroll down to find the LIVE stream)

Get a copy of the Sunday Bulletin to follow along at: 
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

If you miss the LiveStream broadcast on Sunday, you 
can still watch and worship anytime on Facebook 

And on our YouTube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCrvmdioKL3QcgS6UMy_XSRQ 

Click “Subscribe” to find the link easily and you 
will get notices when something new posts! Weekly 

muscial devotionals will be on Facebook and YouTube 
provided by Jim and Darlene for inspiration and prayer. 
These videos, we hope, provide a few minutes of calm 

in a busy time.
Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships

January 3, 31 
February 21, 28

March 7, 14, 21, 28

Call 715.575.3191 or email:  tina@ststephensucc.net 
if you would like to sponsor an available broadcast.

RADIO SPONSORSHIPS
The October Radio Broadcasts are sponsored as 
follows:

Sunday, December 6:  In memory of Cora Will for 
her 89th birthday, on December 2, from Fred Will.

Sunday, December 13:  In memory of mother 
Verna Kamke, from Marge and Phillip Kamke.

Sunday, December 20:  In memory of my 
husband, Warren Latzig, Sr., from Lois Latzig.

Sunday, December 27:  In memory of Eleanor 
Fehlberg, from Marion Hill and Family.

Thank you for your sponsorship! As we strive 
to “Be The Church” outside of our sanctuary, 
our radio broadcasts and LiveStream on social 
media (Facebook) are more important than ever!

Beginning in January, we would like to post radio 
sponsorships on Facebook. When you sign up to 
sponsor, please provide a picture and brief favorite 
memory or message for honoring/celebrating 
someone you love.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
We Belong to Each Other

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live 
together in unity! - Psalm 133:1

When I was in high school, I was selected to go on a 
leadership trip in Washington, D.C. My mom couldn’t 
afford to send me. She was a single parent, and it was 
too expensive for her to buy me a roundtrip plane ticket 
and pay a hefty tuition.

The Sunday after I received the invitation, our small but 
mighty church passed a collection plate and collected 
enough money to send me on the trip. This was not a group of wealthy people for whom a donation meant no 
sacrifice. But they saw a person they loved in need and knew that, collectively, they could do something about it.

They decided I belonged to them and they belonged to me. They decided that because they were my village, they 
would do what they could, and they had faith that it would be enough.

I have channeled the memory of that collection plate often, especially when I’m broke and feel as if my offering is 
too small. There have been times when a couple of dollars was all I could give, and I almost let the embarrassment 
about the amount of the gift stop me from giving at all.

And then I remember how that collection plate changed my life. And it wasn’t because of how much each person 
gave, it was because of the spirit with which they gave it.

Giving isn’t about who has the most money or who can give the biggest offering. We give so that people can feel 
a tangible impact of our love for God and for one another. Giving is a concrete declaration that we belong to each 
other.

And belonging to each other means that we give what we can, when we can, to support the collective good of the 
church.

Prayer

How good it is to belong, O God! How glad I am to offer my support and love so that others know they belong, 
too. Amen.

by Marchaé Grair

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!

1

2
3
Click on the Give tab on the top right menu 

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.net

Scroll down and click on the Donate Now 
button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Jennifer Porath (appointed interim)
Vice President Nancy Dabbert (appointed interim)
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Cheryl Buck
  Beth Houle
  Chris Stevenson
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Bonnie Koelsch
  Paula McIntyre
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Youth Rep Alex Goetsch
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams
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We want to acknowledge and celebrate  
your special days, and we’re starting with  

birthdays! Send your church friends birthday  
wishes, whether in person, via email, or by  

sending one of those wonderful cards you can  
hold in your hands by mail!  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU!

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Dec 1 Olivia Pajtash
Dec 1 Mackenzie Matthia s
Dec 1 Kyle Badeau
Dec 2 Kathryn Koehler
Dec 2 Randy Perry
Dec 2 Chad Sampo
Dec 2 Dustin Vandre
Dec 3 Richard Lupton
Dec 3 Lawrence Sampo
Dec 3 Celina Schmidt
Dec 4 Robert Hinner
Dec 4 Jeffrey Simon
Dec 4 Ryan Hoeft
Dec 4 Bailey Kohnhorst
Dec 4 Adam Cordova
Dec 4 Andy Frisch
Dec 4 Cole Stevenson
Dec 5 Ruth Buck
Dec 5 Liam Oestreich
Dec 6 Kelly Davenport
Dec 6 Mary Schmidt
Dec 7 Jason Kressel
Dec 7 Sue Krueger
Dec 7 Cory Leistikow
Dec 10 Caylie Amelse
Dec 10 John Koehler
Dec 10 Kaylee Bowe
Dec 10 Braylee Schimelpfenig
Dec 11 Melanie Golisch
Dec 11 Walter Richards
Dec 11 Emily Heckendorf
Dec 12 Mike Krueger
Dec 12 Maxine Schuetze
Dec 13 Darin Alft
Dec 13 Megan O’Day
Dec 13 Deloris Bauman
Dec 14 Buzz Fehrmann
Dec 14 Sandra Moser
Dec 14 Aaron Kultgen
Dec 15 Linda Hass

Dec 15 Journee Grovenburg
Dec 16 Karen Abraham
Dec 16 Billie Jo Gille
Dec 16 Walter Prey
Dec 16 Vivian Schlueter
Dec 16 Kari Weiland
Dec 16 Wil Detert
Dec 16 Mitchell Ziemke
Dec 17 Logan Beyer
Dec 17 Marjorie Fehrmann
Dec 17 Mike Lammerding
Dec 18  John Bergh
Dec 18 Douglas Davis
Dec 19 Robert Hartson
Dec 19 Samantha Pierce
Dec 19 Kent Reinhardt
Dec 19 Darla Vachavake
Dec 19 Brandon Peterson
Dec 20 Daren Catlin
Dec 20 Sandy Gipple
Dec 20 Christopher Yingling
Dec 21 Jean Hoeft
Dec 21 Heidi Sholund
Dec 21 Huxley Lepak
Dec 23 Carol Garcia
Dec 23 Christopher Salter
Dec 23 Ella Glisch
Dec 24 Carol Duwe
Dec 24 Lorri Vandre
Dec 24 Shane Hanson
Dec 24 Chris Stamm
Dec 25 Dennis Grefe
Dec 25 Braxton Bartelt
Dec 25 Jessica Golisch
Dec 26 William Beaudry
Dec 26 Justin Gille
Dec 27 Lee Howland
Dec 27 Max Hoffman
Dec 28 Judy Alft
Dec 28 Terry Krueger

Dec 28 Dale Kuck
Dec 29 Pam Iwen
Dec 29 Joseph Sampo
Dec 29 Lisa Emerich
Dec 30 Tom Koth
Dec 31 Dorothy Bellin
Dec 31 Russell Grefe
Dec 31 Melissa-Jean Stevenson
Dec 31 Ethan Leist
Dec 31 Evan Mahn
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

NOW! 
 $25.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Bill & Carol Weber 
 $25.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Harriet Henrich 
 $25.00 in memory of Jean Sylvester Schaefer from Harriet Henrich 
 $10.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Ron Prey 
 $20.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from the Rice Family 
 $200.00 in memory of Betty Hanson from Family & Friends

Memorial Fund  
 $50.00 in memory of my mother, Judith Rowe, from Janie Rowe 
 $50.00 in memory of my brother, Timothy Rowe, from Janie Rowe 
 $25.00 in memory of my grandmother, Gertrude Schwartz, from Janie Rowe 
 $25.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Roberta Bonnell 
 $300.00 in memory of Clifford Lupton from his family:  Joleen Nass, Alan Lupton, and Darlene & Brian Miller 
 $69.00 in loving memory of Steven “Beaver” Wendorf for his birthday from Rose Wendorf and Family 
 $25.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Diane Goetsch and Sara, Amy, and Alex 
 $20.00 in memory of William Grefe from Phyllis Frederick 
 $10.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Lorri Vandre 
 $10.00 in memory of Clifford Lupton from Esther Natzke 
 $20.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Phyllis Frederick 
 $25.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Richard & Kathryn Vandre 
 $70.00 in memory of Linda Perry’s 70th birthday, November 14, from Randy Perry 
 $10.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Lois Wold 
 $20.00 in memory of dad’s birthday, Donald Radke, on November 28 from Linda Hass 
 $25.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from William & Paula McIntyre 
 $10.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Mary Ann Kufahl 
 $60.00 in memory of Aunt Joan Lukes from Audrey Schmidt, Kay Storm, Terry Vallings, and Diann Lange 
 $20.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Krista, Andrew Zelinski, and Family 
 $25.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Gloria Borchardt

Radio Ministry 
 $25.00 in memory of June Zimmerman from Lauree O’Day and Sue Kampmann 
 $190.00 in memory of Verna Kamke from Marge & Phillip Kamke 
 $20.00 in memory of June Zimmerman from Denise Kohlhepp 
 $250.00 in memory of June Zimmerman from Wayne & Diana Zimmerman and Al & May Zimmerman 
 $190.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Georgette & Larry Sampo and Families and Sherri Lahti and Families 
 $190.00 in memory of my husband, Warren, for what would have been his 90th birthday from Lois Latzig 
 $190.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Family & Friends 
 $190.00 in memory of Cora Will for her birthday, December 2, from Fred Will

New Boiler Fund 
 $20.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Dennis & Ione Koehler 
 $30.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $20.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Mary & Tom Maluegge 
 $50.00 in loving memory of our Mom, Joan Lukes, from Laurie Humphrey and Steven Lukes 
 $50.00 in memory of mother, Leota Berndt, from Faye Stevenson 
 $50.00 in memory of mother, Leota Berndt, from Gloria Kottman 
 $50.00 in memory of mother, Leota Berndt, from Bonnie Pfotenhauer 
 $100.00 in memory of mother, Leota Berndt, from Linda & LaVon Anderson 

SPECIAL GIFTS
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The Green Team is happy 
to provide you with energy 
saving, and often money 
saving, tips and ideas to 
reduce, reuse, and recycle 
... for a cleaner, better, more 
sustainable environment ... 
for our future, our world, 
and the world we leave for 
our kids.

A Great Green Idea
Keep your fireplace 
damper closed.  Having 
the damper open is like 
having a forty-eight inch 
window open all the time!

 $10.00 in memory of grandma (Leota) Berndt from David Stevenson 
 $10.00 in memory of grandma (Leota) Berndt from Beth Wiedeman 
 $10.00 in memory of grandma (Leota) Berndt from Marty Kottman 
 $10.00 in memory of grandma (Leota) Berndt from Kevin Berndt 
 $10.00 in memory of grandma (Leota) Berndt from Mike Stevenson 
 $10.00 in memory of grandma (Leota) Berndt from Mark Stevenson 
 $100.00 in memory of grandma (Leota) Berndt from The Anderson Kids of Utah: Kathryn, Samuel, Marvin,  
  Caroline, Joseph, Julia, Dorthy, Benjamin, and Charity, and Elizabeth Meyer of Merrill 
 $10.00 in memory of great grandma (Leota) Berndt from Rachael Wiedeman 
 $15.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Ruth Buck 
 $200.00 in memory of my husband, Norm, for his first Christmas in heaven from his wife, Alice Ziemke

Anniversary Fund 
 $20.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Gay & Sally Oberg

Capital Improvement Fund 
 $80.00 in memory of Marvin & Ruthmae Schenzel for their 80th wedding anniversary December 7 from 
  Linda & Bryan Plautz

Food For Kids 
 $20.00 in honor of Jalaine Wollers 80th birthday from Gerald & Carol Duwe 
 $10.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Carol Garcia 
 $30.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Ewald & Marilyn Katke 
 $20.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Terry & Kevin Krueger 
 $20.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Phyllis Reinhardt 
 $45.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from her grandchildren 
 $100.00 in memory of mother, Leota Berndt, from Cindy & Evert Berndt 
 $20.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Laura & Steve Ament, Sr. 
 $10.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Fritz & Lorraine Stevenson 
 $10.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Dick & Connie Kleinschmit 
 $10.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Dennis & Sharon Woller 
 $10.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Sue Kottman 
 $20.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Darlene Puphal 
 $20.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Kris & Sue Rehwinkle 
 $50.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Sandy & Jerry Hull 
 $5.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Virginia & Wayne Voight 
 $50.00 in memory of Aunt Leota Berndt from Marsha & Bob Kruehten 
 $200.00 in memory of my parents, Marvin & Delores Hass, from Kristine Smith

Christmas Blessings 
 $20.00 in memory of Delore Deau from Lorri Vandre
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Subscribe to The Interpreter
If you don’t already receive The Interpreter, we invite 
you to let us know, and we will be happy to send it to 
you either by mail or email, whichever you prefer! Email 
subscribers will also receive our weekly email updates 
between monthly editions of The Interpreter ... a great 
bonus! Call Tina in the office (715.536.7322) ... or:

Sign up/subscribe yourself here: 

https://ststephensucc.net/resources/newsletters 

&

Worship with us Sunday mornings  
at 9:00 AM ...  

Listen on the Radio or Join us for our  
Livestream on Facebook!

“WE ARE THE CHURCH”

facebook.com/
ststephensunitedchurchofchrist/
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http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/

	Button 3: 
	Button 4: 
	Button 5: 


