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There is a Season for Everything
As I write this, Sue and I are in the midst of 
going through boxes of pictures and mementos 
and deciding what to pack for the move and 
what to let go. I finally bagged up all those 
clothes I was saving for when I lost 30 pounds, 
when I realized that, if I lose 30 pounds, I 
don’t want to put the new me into old clothes. 
Besides, I may not lose the weight in the same 
places I gained it.

Even after throwing a lot of stuff out, we still 
have containers of pictures, family heirlooms, 
and bric-a-brac that hold memories. We hauled 
a huge amount of stuff out to the curb for our 
community “fall clean-up,” when the trash 
haulers pick up large items and larger amounts of things people are discarding.

I got the date wrong, however, and the pile sat there over the weekend. It was 
amazing to see how scavengers picked up better than half the pile. The old couch 
I understood; the garden ornaments with faded paint and chipped noses, however, 
dumbfounded me.

I started to wonder if all that old stuff had more value than I thought.

I think of the words from Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (The Message):

For everything that happens in life—there is a season, a right time for everything 
under heaven:

A time to be born, a time to die; a time to plant, a time to collect the harvest;

A time to kill, a time to heal; a time to tear down, a time to build up;

A time to cry, a time to laugh; a time to mourn, a time to dance;

A time to scatter stones, a time to pile them up;

A time for a warm embrace, a time for keeping your distance;

A time to search, a time to give up as lost; a time to keep, a time to throw out;

A time to tear apart, a time to bind together; a time to be quiet, a time to speak 
up;

A time to love, a time to hate; a time to go to war, a time to make peace.

It is true of us, and it is true of the church. Sometimes we hold onto things when 
it is really time to let go.

The old “The Hymnal” has a wonderful prayer for a church anniversary Sunday, 
“Lord, deliver us from traditions that have lost their power.” These last seven months 
have been a time of sorting through our traditions and breaking down our church 
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(Continued from page 1)
life to the very basics:  community, worship, some type of connection, faith formation, and mission. All of 
these things continue—boldly and joyfully at St. Stephens—but in new ways.

So I know I join you in a time of waiting and hoping, perhaps exhaustion, welcoming me, and now saying 
Godspeed to Pastor Lucas as he prepares to move on to the next chapter of his ministry. We have faith that 
all of these changes are happening in God’s time and in God’s purpose. There is a congregation that needs 
those things Pastor Lucas has learned from all of you. I regret deeply we will not have much of a chance to 
work together, to collaborate, and to share the joy of ministry together. I do look forward to counting him as a 
colleague within the wider conference.

It is hard work saying farewell. I am doing that now here in a congregation I have grown to love, but it is a 
necessary part of the interim process I came here to complete.

As I pack the house up, however, I will bring with me the metal farm truck I played with at my grandmother’s 
house as a little boy. It has sharp, crimped metal corners and could not pass safety reviews today. And I know. 
Saint Paul tells us to put away childish things, but I am just not in that season yet. Oh, and the checkerboard 
my grandfather made for all of us grandsons when I was nine, and the candle holders from grandma’s dining 
room table. And the pocket bible my other grandfather carried with him through WW I.

I guess I still have some work to do to let go of some things. Maybe some of you do, too. We can work on it 
together. I look forward to hearing some of those cherished memories that make saying farewell so difficult, as 
well as sharing the joy of the new ways we may find of serving our Lord. We are excited to join you in a new 
chapter of Saint Stephens’ history, a chapter yet to be written in God’s time and in God’s purpose.

Autumn Blessings,

Stock photographs used in this issue are courtesy of Pixabay and Unsplash. www.pixabay.com www.unpslash.com 

Rev. Lucas wants to thank everyone 
who showed their appreciation for 

him and his ministry, especially during 
Pastor Appreciation Month! Your 

treats, notes, and cards are a blessing!

DELAYED INTERPRETER
Obviously, you are receiving The Interpreter quite late 
this month. As you may have heard, we had a staff 
COVID exposure at the office, so the office needed 
to close and staff needed to quarantine for 14 days. 
Everyone is healthy and we are back on track! Our 
apologies for the delay. We hope this edition finds all 
of you healthy and blessed!

CELEBRATING COMMUNION 
... COMMUNION SUPPLIES
We will celebrate communion 
together but  apart on Sunday, 
November 15. Worship from 
your homes via LiveStream and 
the radio. If you would like pre-
packaged communion wafers 
and juice, to celebrate communion along with us, 
these communion supplies will be available for pickup 
on the bench outside Door #1 at church on Saturday, 
November 14, from 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM. Mark your 
calendars now!  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES VIRTUALLY

We are hoping for a return to in-person Sunday School in the classrooms 
on January 17, 2021. While the date is tentative and will depend on COVID 
numbers in our community, Sunday School does continue! 

Sunday School continues virtually, and November Sunday School bags are 
now available for pick up during normal office hours. The bags have pre-
planned lessons so the children may follow along with Pastor Lucas during the 

Children’s Moments each week. Your child/children NEED TO BE REGISTERED in order to receive a bag. 

If you currently have a cloth Sunday School bag at home with your child’s name on it, please bring the empty 
bag to the church office to exchange for November’s bag. Rotating the bags helps control costs. Thank you!

Please help keep COVID out  
of our Church.

As COVID continues to spread rapidly within our 
community, we are taking additional precautions for 
the safety of our staff and congregation.

Here’s how you can help:
• If you are sick, or have been exposed to COVID, 

or have a family member with COVID, please do 
not come to the church.

• Minimize your trips to the church and conduct 
church business by mail, phone, or email, if 
possible. (For instance, offering envelopes can 
be mailed, or you can donate electronically.)

When coming to the church:
• Make an appointment in advance whenever 

possible.
• Wear a mask.
• Push the buzzer outside Door #1 IF it is locked. 

Someone will assist you. 
• If you are dropping off offering envelopes, or 

other paperwork, please place them in the drop 
box by the front door. 

• Only proceed to the offices if you need additional 
assistance.

We at Saint Stephens wish each of you a  
blessed Thanksgiving  

filled with faith, hope, and love ... and above all,  
Thanks ... to the One from whom all blessings flow!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Meet the New Senior Pastor
Some words from Pastor Mike as we welcome him here to Saint Stephens 
and get to know him a bit in the midst of a pandemic ... 

I am not big on self-bios. During seminary we had to go through our 
personal “faith journey” so many times it almost became a rote script. Ditto 
for the self-introductions in CPE classes (Chaplain training), mediation skills 
training, and a host of other workshops, retreats and spiritual direction 
studies.

During this time of stay at home orders and limited worship attendance, 
however, we all have to get to know each other through means other than 
conversations over coffee. So here are a few details and maybe a bit of 
rambling.

Born in 1958, grew up in Hillside, Illinois, a close in suburb of Chicago (still 
in Cook County). I was the oldest child of the second batch. My older brothers and sister were 11, 10 and 8 when 
I was born. My parents had my younger sister three years later so that I would not be spoiled. It did not work.

Growing up, every summer, I spent wonderful weeks with my Grandmother McCormick in a small town, Verona, 
Illinois. I visited my cousins on their farm during those weeks, as well, so I grew up in the best of both worlds:  
the city and the far;, the suburb with alleys, taverns and shopping malls (with a caramel corn vendor); and the 
small, rural town where everyone knew everyone’s name, business and family secrets. We went to Duck’s Market 
for fresh produce and pickles from the barrel by the counter and across the tracks to Isabell’s for meat and penny 
candy. Back in Hillside, my friends and I would walk the railroad tracks picking up empty beer bottles and turn 
them in at the back door of the tavern for the deposit and some pretzels from the bar.

When I was 10, Dad was transferred to Toronto, Ontario, Canada, and we spent 3 years there until he was 
transferred back to Chicago. We moved to Lombard, Illinois, for my Junior High and High School years.

In Hillside and then later in Toronto, we attended Mass every Sunday. I was at Sacred Heart of Jesus in Kinsman, 
Illinois, my grandmother’s parish, the day a “git-tar” came to mass and sent all the blue haired ladies to the 
parking lot clucking about the new priest who wore sandals and had a beard. It was the sixties and the bishops 
would send priests who got into trouble on college campuses out to the hinterlands of rural parishes to cool their 
activist jets for a bit. Grandma told them she was in favor of anything that helped her grandchildren get more out 
of the mass and maybe they just needed to change with the times. The 8-year-old boy who heard his grandma 
saying that still lives brightly within me.

I graduated High School at 16 (had skipped 4th grade because I was bored), and met Sue on a blind date 
between our Junior and Senior years. We got married at 17, and later that year, Sue and I had our oldest child, our 
son Brandon. (Sue did most of the work). I majored in journalism and then switched to industrial-organizational 
psychology. Started working at Chernin’s Shoes when I was 15. Went from salesman to assistant manager, store 
manager, general manager, and then to the corporate office as men’s division buyer and import manager. Along 
the way, we had two more children, daughters Laura and Elizabeth.

Also when I was 17, I had an argument with the pope and I won. We attended different churches for a while. Our 
two oldest were baptized in the United Methodist church in Lombard, but we ended up joining the church in 
which Sue was confirmed as a youth, Community Congregational UCC in Villa Park, by the time Elizabeth was 
baptized. It was there that I fell in love with the United Church of Christ in all its diversity, bold witness, history, 
service, and leadership.

In 1985, Sue was hit by a drunk driver and put into a coma for about a week. Such an event obviously had far 
reaching effects on her, our children (ages 9, 6, 3 at the time), me, and the whole family and church. The pastor 
and congregation were more supportive than I have space to write or could possibly express. After a year-long 
recovery, Sue was able to resume a fairly normal life with just some limitations. She still does not drive (she 
suffers from double vision due to nerve damage), has some limitations on her left arm, and is a bit shy. She 

(Continued on page 5)
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will join in the life of the congregation where she sees opportunities to serve but not necessarily lead. And the 
double vision does not let her do fine detail work, so she won’t be joining a quilting bee but would be more than 
happy to sell raffle tickets for the quilt.

In 1988, we moved to Sarasota, Florida, and it was there that I eventually felt called to ministry. The two 
pastors at First Congregational encouraged us to check out Eden Seminary; I was admitted and awarded a full 
scholarship in their Heritage Scholarship program. We moved to Eden in 1992 where Sue operated a  a day care 
in our apartment to support us while I studied, did my field education, and picked up part time work whenever 
I could.

We graduated in 1995, and the seminary deans were happy to see me go, but tried to figure out how they could 
keep Sue. She had become the go to person for child care, letting students drop off a baby for an hour or so 
for class. She was also a stabilizing voice and shoulder to cry on for seminary spouses struggling with the life 
changes that come with becoming a pastor and pastor’s family. I accepted a call to St. John UCC in Brighton, 
Illinois, about 20 miles north of St. Louis on the Illinois side of the river. While there, my third year field education 
site DePaul Hospital reached out to me to come back and work as a chaplain part time. I just completed 25 years 
serving as a PRN chaplain at SSM 
DePaul Hospital. Along the way, 
I studied at St. Louis University 
Hospital (trauma, ICU, neurosurgery, 
c a r d i o l o g y ) , Cardinal Glennon 
Hospital for Children (bone 
marrow transplant unit, pediatric 
o n c o l o g y , hospice and 
trauma), Christian Hospital (gero-
p s y c h o l o g y , general med/surg, 
staff support), and served as a 
relief chaplain at Alton Memorial 
Hospital to give the chaplain there 
a few nights and a weekend off 
every month.

After 15 years in Brighton, I 
accepted a call to St. John 
UCC in Wood River where the 
congregation was t r a n s i t i o n i n g , 
whether they wanted to or 
not, from a n e ig h b o r h o o d 
church to a c o m m u t e r 
church. They had to decide if 
they would stay as a commuter 
church or reach out to a primarily 
rental occupied n e ig h b o r h o o d 
with changing demographic s . 
After shepherding them through 
these difficult conversations and 
changes, I accepted the call as the Intentional Interim Minister at St. Paul UCC in Waterloo, IL. It is from there 
that I come to St. Stephens UCC with a history and experience in major church conflict mediation, strategic 
planning, chaplaincy, and the glorious, joyful, humbling life of a church pastor.

Along the way, Sue ran a day care at home, wrapped that up, and then worked at the humane society shelter 
in Alton, Illinois as the morning kennel worker. At one point, we had 10 dogs. We now have four, all rescues. 

A collection of fun images of Pastor Mike from his time spent at St. Paul’s in Waterloo. 
The congregation there bid him farewell on Sunday, October 18

(Continued from page 4)

(Continued on page 6)
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Ruby is a beagle, Harvey and Max short hair dachshunds, and Tripp is a 16 pound 
white haired mix of something. He may come by the office once in a while to greet 
people and as a reminder of the extravagant welcome St. Stephens offers everyone.

Obviously, there is/was a lot more between the lines, but this gives you a picture of 
the family, experiences, and studies that have made me the person and the pastor 
I am. I will always take the Gospel seriously. I will take the care I offer you in 
times of struggle or crisis most seriously. I do not take myself all that seriously. The 
fact that God has called me into ministry is, for me, a sign of God’s great sense of 
humor. The fact that God has sent me into people’s lives at their most vulnerable 
moments is a trust that humbles and awes me as I live this crazy, sad, joyful, 
surprising, and wonderful life of the shoe salesman turned pastor.

- Pastor Mike Southcombe

(Continued from page 5)

PASTOR SOUTHCOMBE UPDATE
One benefit to a delayed edition of The Interpreter is that we can now give you an update:

Pastor Mike and his wife, Sue, and their fur family are now moved into the parsonage. Pastor Mike is already 
worshiping with us, and Pastor Mike is in the office and available to meet or speak with you. Unless he is out 
doing visitations or other pastoral business or meetings that take him out of the office, you will generally find 
him in his office Monday through Thursday from 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM. He would love to meet you and get to 
know our congregation.

DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS
We will be decorating the sanctuary 
and setting up the Christmas tree on 
Saturday, November 28, beginning at 
7:00 AM. We’d love for you to come 
and help and get in the spirit of the 
season! No RSVP necessary. Just come 
and pitch in!

Even though in-person worship has not 
resumed, we want to deck the halls for 
the holidays nonetheless. We will have the sanctuary 
open several times throughout the month of December 
for congregants to come in and sit a spell in our warm 
and inviting worship space outside of Sundays. It’s a 
great way to remember the reason for the season!

(Read below and then watch the December issue of The 
Interpreter for more opportunities!)

So we hope you will don a mask, join us, and get into 
the holiday spirit!

VISIT OUR HOLIDAY SANCTUARY
The church sanctuary will be open from 5:00 PM to 
8:00 PM on Wednesday evening, December 2, and 
also on Wednesday evening, December 9. Come and 
listen to Christmas music and enjoy the wonder of the 
Advent season. Please wear a mask and plan to social 
distance as you enjoy the sanctuary.

Don’t be a Turkey! Use Scrip ..

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to use 
in place of cash! 

The Church Office will be Closed
November 26 & 27 

in celebration of Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving Dinner
co-sponsored by the Merrill Enrichment Center and 

Saint Stephens United Church of Christ

Thursday, November 26

Carry Out or Delivery ONLY

(No Dine-in Meal This Year)

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED by November 19
Call:  715.536.4226

Cost:  Goodwill donation to Saint Stephens Church

Volunteer Drivers are also needed. Please call 
715.536.4226 if you can help.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Neighbors in Need ... One of our Five-for-Five United Church of Christ Ministries

Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice 
and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of Neighbors in Need funds support the Council 
for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness 
Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through 
grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing justice work in their 
communities. These grants fund projects whose work 
ranges from direct service to community organizing 
and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year, 
special consideration will be given to projects focusing 
on serving our immigrant neighbors and communities.
You can read one story of how Neighbors in Need 
funds were used in 2019 in the box on the right.

This year, due to COVID, we will NOT have special 
envelopes available to take up our Neighbors in 
Need collection. However, during the entire month 
of November, we will be accepting and requesting 
donations for Neighbors in Need. 

To donate to Neighbors in Need, mail your donation 
to church. Include a note (or write on the envelope) 
that designates your donation for “Neighbors in Need.” 
Be sure to include your name and giving number so 
we can give you credit for your donation and it will 
appear on your annual giving statement.

– Matthew 25:40 (The Message)

all children have the right 
to simply be children... 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED 2020
ucc.org/nin

‘I’m telling the solemn truth: Whenever you did one of these things to someone
overlooked or ignored, that was me—you did it to me.’  

Please join us in supporting the 2020 Neighbors In Need Special
Mission Offering. Thank you!

all children have the right to simply be children... 

Denise Carter, early childhood education director, was well aware of a rather large
need within the population served by Neighborhood Houses. Many of the families

are low wage earners, 75% of them earn less than $20,000 annually. Truthfully, some simply
struggle to provide many of basic needs for their children. 

To that end, she designed a program to meet the health and development needs of infants
and toddlers. Thus, the “Baby Essentials” program was birthed. The main goal was to 
provide diapers and formula for all of the children enrolled at the early childhood education
center for families who could not afford a consistent supply. 

Denise met with interim director of development, Christine
Krueger, and shared her desire and need for funding. Christine went
in search of those sources. She applied wherever she felt the need
of the program matched the granters requirements. Fortunately,
she filled out an application for a NIN direct service grant and was
awarded $3,000 in 2019. 

In 2020, it was reported back to us that 100% of babies ages six weeks to 12 months 
received milk they needed while attending the Center. 50% of those babies also received
one canister of formula per month for home consumption. Lastly, 100% of babies/toddlers
ages six weeks to three years had diapers needed for Center and home use.

According to Christine, “thanks to the Neighbors in Need grant, our babies are dry and
their tummies are full, and parents, who are already stressed financially, socially, and 
emotionally, have two less potential health issues with which to contend!”

Because of your generosity, direct service programs like that of Neighborhood Houses
are grant funded, communities are strengthened, and neighbors experience love without
judgment.  

all children have the right to simply be children…

UNLEASHING POTENTIAL (formerly Neighborhood Houses)
OF ST. LOUIS, MO

“Unleash[ing] the magnificent potential in 
children, families and neighborhoods that leads

to a just community for all.”

Please join us in supporting the 2020 Neighbors In Need Special
Mission Offering. Thank you!
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received milk they needed while attending the Center. 50% of those babies also received
one canister of formula per month for home consumption. Lastly, 100% of babies/toddlers
ages six weeks to three years had diapers needed for Center and home use.

According to Christine, “thanks to the Neighbors in Need grant, our babies are dry and
their tummies are full, and parents, who are already stressed financially, socially, and 
emotionally, have two less potential health issues with which to contend!”
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Please support one of our Five-for-Five  
Ministries of the UCC:

Neighbors in Need ...  
Donations will be received during  

the month of November.
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November Pie Sale
We are selling fresh, homemade pies to benefit Food For Kids. There will be TWO separate pie sales ... For the 
first sale, pies will be ready for pickup on Wednesday, November 25, here at Saint Stephens between 11:00 
AM and 5:00 PM. Come to Door #1 to pick up your pie(s). 

Orders must be placed no later than Friday, November 20, and payment MUST accompany your order. All 
orders and payments should be dropped off at, or mailed to, the church office. 

_____ Dutch Apple Pies @        $15 = $_____

_____ Pumpkin Pies @              $15 = $_____

_____ Pecan Pies @                  $18 = $_____

 TOTAL DUE   $_____

Name:  

Telephone number: 

to Benefit Food For KidsPie Sales

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP? 

We originally planned to resume in-person worship 
on October 18. That didn’t happen. As is becoming 
the norm for 2020, COVID-19 changed those plans as 
case numbers continued to escalate in Lincoln County. 
Numbers continue to rise at an alarming rate in both 
Lincoln and Marathon Counties and have affected 
many area schools and businesses. Please pray for 
those affected, whether by COVID illness, quarantine 
restrictions, financial distress due to COVID, separation 
from family and friends, and/or just the general anxiety 
many people are experiencing during this time. Prayers 
can work miracles.

Your Church Council has set a tentative date to 
resume in-person worship on January 17, 2021. 
That is our target date, but we will again continue to 
watch local health statistics and make adjustments as 
necessary. In the meantime, be blessed! Know that we 
will be together again soon! And remember, that the 
church is not a building. We are the Church. No matter 
where we meet.

Mark your calendars for the ...

Saint Stephens 2020 Annual Meeting 
December 13, 2020

9:00 AM 

This year’s Annual Meeting will be December 13, and 
combined with our worship service as it was in 2019, 
but due to COVID, we will definitely be doing things a 
bit differently. We won’t have in-person worship, but 
we do still need to conduct church business, and we 
want you to know what has been happening behind 
the scenes this year.

Copies of the Minutes from last year’s Annual Meeting, 
the Church Council President’s Report, Reports from 
Pastors and staff, brief information about each of the 
church members running for election to the 2021 
Church Council, and a ballot for voting will all be 
available for pickup in the church office beginning 
Friday, November 20, at 12:00 noon. We will also 
upload all of these materials to our church website for 
your convenience so you can read the reports online 
and simply print out the ballot. (You can also call the 
church office to request an Annual Meeting report 
and ballot packet be mailed to you.)

Candidates running for Church Council this year will 
be:

• Jerry Burnett
• Melissa Stevenson
• Bill Wengeler
• Mike Moellendorf
• Frank Van Alstine

All ballots need to be returned and delivered to church 
by 4:00 PM on Friday, December 11, 2020, and/or 
you may call your votes in to the church office during 
office hours prior to that time. 

During worship on Sunday, December 13, your 
current Church Council President will speak and will 
share the results of the Church Council election ... It 
will be an unusual Annual Meeting to be sure, but 
it’s important that we continue to move forward as a 
church, even in the midst of COVID. We hope and 

Special Services Planned for 
December 2020

Please watch your December edition 
of The Interpreter!

Even if you couldn’t 
carry a tune in a 
bucket, make a joyful 
noise unto the Lord! 
(Singing is optional.)

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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CONDOLENCES
We extend the condolences of the Christian faith to the 
families and friends of those who passed away since the 
printing of our last edition:

Betty M. Hanson - October 4, 2020 
Leota D. Berndt - October 9, 2020 

Joan Lukes - October 15, 2020 
Randy Burrows - October 21, 2020

We realize grief is particularly difficult during this time 
of isolation. In some instances, families are opting not 
to have a service and we do not immediately learn of 

the death of one of our congregants. 

Please let us know when a family member dies. And  
reach out to us by phone if we can help ... Rev. Lucas is 
happy to speak with you and provide support during this 
difficult time. Several options are available for funeral 
services, including in-person funerals in the sanctuary 
within guidelines, pastor coming to do a service at the 
funeral home, or pastor doing a graveside service.

Please call the office at 715.536.7322 or email Rev. 
Lucas to set up an appointment to talk in his office or 
by telephone. You can email Rev. Lucas at:  lucas@
ststephensucc.net or Rev. Mike at:  mike@ststephensucc.
net.

TOTENFEST SUNDAY
We will share in our annual Totenfest worship on 
Sunday, November 22, 2020.

Like almost everything in 2020, however, it will be a 
bit different. We will not yet be worshiping in person 
so, in place of family members personally coming 
forward to light a candle in memory of those loved 
ones who have passed away this past year, we will 
have luminaria bags set up for each of those loved 
ones, and we will have a flameless candle in each 
of the bags. We will recognize each person we are 
remembering by name during our worship service. 
Please hold them in your thoughts and prayers as we 
remember together.

Immediate family members of those we honor on 
Totenfest will be notified and can pick up the luminary 
bag and the candle we “lit” for their loved one to take 
home as a remembrance. 

ONLINE DEVOTIONALS
The Upper Room devotionals are available online 

during this time of pandemic. Go to:
https://www.upperroom.org/standingorderchurches 

HAVEN’S HOLIDAY WISH LIST
Haven has released their holiday wish list. If you can help with any of these items, please call Connie at 
715.536.1300:

BATH & BODY
Kleenex  |  Toilet Paper  |  Hand Sanitizer  |  Disinfecting Wipes  |  Hair Products for African-Americans

KITCHEN
Tin Foil  |  Styrofoam Cups  |  Napkins  |  Paper Cups  |  Plastic Spoons, Forks, Knives  |  Paper Towels

MISCELLANEOUS
Women’s Sports Bras (new)  |  Undergarments (new)  |  Sweatpants (new)  |  Sweatshirts  (new) 
Merrill-Go-Round Bus Tokens  |  Grocery Gift Cards  |  Walmart Gift Cards

OFFICE SUPPLIES
Thank you notes  |  Postage Stamps

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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MERRILL COMMUNITY 
THANKSGIVING DINNER

It’s Saint Stephens’ turn to 
host the Merrill Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner this 
year. We have already begun 
collecting food items, and 
we’ve got lots of donations 
coming in, but here are the 
items we still need as of Tuesday, November 10, 
around noontime:  

• 70 - 14 oz. cans of cranberry sauce 
            (not jellied)

• 13 - 16 oz. boxes of chicken broth

• Monetary donations to purchase the pumpkin 
bars, dinner rolls, and turkey.

We also need up to 11 more volunteers to help cook/
prepare all the food on Wednesday, November 25, 
beginning at 9:00 AM; and then 1 more volunteer to 
help transport food from Saint Stephens to the Merrill 
Enrichment Center on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, 
November 26, at 8:00 AM; and 3 more volunteers to 
help with cleanup at 10:00 AM on Thanksgiving Day.

If you can help with ANY of the above, please call or 
email Tina in the church office. Monetary donations 
may be sent directly to the church, but please mark 
them “Thanksgiving Community Dinner.” Thanks!

PRAYING TOGETHER ... 
on our WEBSITE
Have you checked out the 
Prayer Requests on our 
website lately? This is a great 
opportunity for all of us to 
be with each other in spirit 
and pray for each other’s 
needs and the needs of our 
world during a time that 

feels difficult, divisive, and lonely for many. Wouldn’t 
it be wonderful to sit together again and pray for and 
with each other? To share our special intentions side 
by side? To talk at Coffee Hour and share our worries 
with a good friend, to ask them to pray for you? 

While we cannot yet gather together, we can pray 
together. And for each other. And for the special 
intentions of anyone who wishes to share these prayer 
requests. 

There now is a “Prayer” page on our website. It’s 
showcased on our Home page and easy to locate by 
clicking on the “Prayer” button right next to the Home 
button. Take a look!

Read the prayer requests of others and pause to pray for 
them. Submit your prayer requests and allow friends 
and neighbors to pray for you. Let us pray together and 
for one another. Please check it out:

www.ststephensucc.net

The Green Team is happy 
to provide you with energy 
saving, and often money 
saving, tips and ideas to 
reduce, reuse, and recycle 
... for a cleaner, better, more 
sustainable environment ... 
for our future, our world, 
and the world we leave for 
our kids.

A Great Green Idea
Launder sensibly. Don’t 
wash half loads. Wait until 
there’s enough to do a load 
and cut your laundry time 
in half. Also, think about 
the water temperature. If 
you can, purchase a front 
loader that uses less water.

Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program
The Lincoln County Department of Social Services is accepting applications for the annual Home Energy 
Assistance Program now until May 15, 2021. In response to the COVID-19 crisis, eligibility requirements have 
been adjusted and are now based on the previous month’s household income, rather than the previous three 
months of income. There is a one-time benefit available to households that qualify. You can apply online at:  
homeenergyplus.wi.gov or call 715.539.1344 to schedule an appointment to complete an application over the 
phone. Face to face appointments will only be scheduled if absolutely necessary. You can also call to request 
a paper application be mailed to you. If you are not a resident of Lincoln County and would like to apply for 
energy assistance, please refer to your county’s guidelines.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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CHURCH FINANCES
FINANCIAL UPDATE 

AS OF  
SEPTEMBER 30, 

2020
Right: Income and 
Expenses Year To 
Date (YTD) on the left 
for 2020 show we are 
operating in the black 
by $15,833.77! That 

means we’ve spent almost $16,000 less than 
we’ve received as of the end of September. In 
contrast, at this same time last year (numbers 
on right side of chart), we had spent $28,517.53 
more in expenses than we had received for 
income, so we were operating $28,517.53 in 
the red. If you calculate the difference between 
our 2020 positive cashflow and the 2019 
negative cashflow, that’s an actual difference of 
$44,351.30 between our 2019 financial situation 
and our current 2020 financial situation. A huge 
chunk of that difference represents the cost of 
having a second pastor on staff, as the 2019 
numbers included a Senior Pastor on staff for six 
of the nine months represented here, whereas 
2020 numbers are based on one pastor on staff.  
November and December 2020 will again 
include expenses that include two full-time 
pastors on staff.

Below:  2020  Income and Expense comparisons 
for each month of the year through September.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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NOW! Moving Forward ...
As we look ahead toward the completion of Year 2 of our three year NOW! Capital Campaign, we are very 
close to seeing two more projects marked “Paid in Full!” ... the parsonage improvements and the organ. It’s 
an exciting time! More than $218,000 NOW! pledges have been received, with $165,634.44 left to receive. 
If all pledges are received, (and calculating investment values as of June 30, 2020), we will have $365,726.29 
available for future projects at the end of 2021. 

Our boiler system is our next priority. This requires hiring an engineering 
firm (estimated cost:  $50,000) to assess our current layout. Replacing 
the boiler system itself is estimated at $400,000 - $500,000. Total 
investment/funds needed:  $450,000 - $550,000.

If we have $365,726.29 available at the end of 2021, we will still need 
an additional $84,273.71 - $184,273.71 (depending on the actual cost of 
the boiler system) to make this project happen. Meanwhile, the current 
boiler system has been incurring expensive repairs. 

Just a few things for you to ponder as we look to the future of Saint 
Stephens and as we prepare to enter Year 3 of our NOW! Campaign.

Current or Completed Projects:
Sanctuary Roof & Overhang Roof on School Building   $127,854.00   Paid in Full!
Parsonage Roof & Garage Roof    $ 45,975.00    Paid in Full!
New Organ & Electrical for Organ    $107,049.64  $  6,544.15* payable
   * Being paid at $2,181.45/month, Interest Free Payments  
Updating Parking Lot LED Lights/Electrical   $   1,881.00  Paid in Full!
Parsonage Improvements: New Windows/Trim/Siding,  
New Garage Windows, Etc.     $119,549.21  $10,861.00 payable
(Final payment due upon completion of the work)
Total of Current or Completed Projects    $402,308.85  $17,405.15 payable

Future Projects:
Engineer/Replace Boilers (within 4 years at the latest)  $450,000-$550,000.00 estimate
Expanding Kuck Lounge Project    $  42,000.00 estimate
Electrical Wiring - Sanctuary & Attic    After inspection, no changes needed at this time
Sanctuary Refurbishing      Estimates not yet done

An Udate on our Capital 
Campaign ...

Status of Current Projects & Available Funds
Current Funds Available:    $217,497.00*

Total Left to Pay on Current Projects: - $  17,405.15 
Available Funds after Payments:    $200,091.85 

Pledges Yet to Be Received: + $165,634.44 
Available For Potential Future Projects IF All Pledges are Received: $365,726.29  

*As of September 30, 2020

* NOTE:  “Current Funds Available” are adjusted by:  1) Pledges & donations received, including adjustments to pledges;  
2) Payments made; and 3) Fluctuations in market value of invested funds. Numbers shown are as of September 30, 2020.

NOW! Summary:*
Pledges Recorded: $383,981.00
Pledges Received: $218,346.56

 Balance to be Received: $165,634.44

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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WORSHIPING TOGETHER ... Because:

We are the Church. No matter where we meet.

It’s not about the building; it’s about the people. And 
it’s not about people gathering together in person ... it’s 
about gathering together ... in spirit and in shared time 
and worship, praise and song ... even if we are each in 

our own homes. #StayHome

So JOIN US for WORSHIP:

Sundays @ 9:00 AM on WJMT, 96.3 FM Radio 
or LIVE via LiveStream on Facebook:

(https://www.facebook.com/ststephensunitedchurchofchrist)
(Scroll down to find the LIVE stream) 

Get a copy of the Sunday Bulletin to follow along at: 
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

PS:  If you miss the LiveStream broadcast, you can still 
watch and worship anytime on Facebook 

And on our YouTube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCrvmdioKL3QcgS6UMy_XSRQ 

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships

January 3, 10, 31 
February 7, 14, 21, 28

Call 715.575.3191 or email:  tina@ststephensucc.net if 
you would like to sponsor an available broadcast.

RADIO SPONSORSHIPS
The October Radio Broadcasts are sponsored as follows:

Sunday, November 1:  In loving memory of my wife, 
Linda Perry, in thanksgiving for what would have 
been our 44th wedding anniversary this past summer, 
from Randy Perry.

Sunday, November 8:  In memory of Darlene Bettin 
from Dick Bettin and Family.

Sunday, November 15:  In loving memory of son, 
Andy Hoffman; brother, Mark Hall; and mother, 
Melita Hall, from Mike & Sue Hoffman, Aaron & Sara 
Hoffman, and Family.

Sunday, November 22:  In memory of George 
Henrich and Gerald Henrich from the Prairie River 
Gang.

Sunday, November 29:  In memory of Art Schaefer 
and Phil Schaefer from the Prairie River Gang.

Thank you for your sponsorship! As we strive to “Be 
The Church” outside of our sanctuary, our radio 
broadcasts and LiveStream on social media (Facebook) 
are more important than ever! Radio Sponsorships are 
filled through the end of 2020. We are now booking 
sponsorships into 2021. 

We are the Church.
No matter where we meet.

Office Hours

Monday - Thursday:   8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Friday:     8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Remember ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING  

to use in place of cash!

Scrip is available for purchase in the office. Call 
ahead to ensure staff and card availability. 

Tina, Kim, Tim, and Lucas are all able to sell Scrip.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
The Opportunity of the Fire

Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, 
but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and 
after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the 
fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. - 1 Kings 
19:11b-12 (NRSV)

The day our church building was targeted by an arsonist 
was a hazy blur of tears and smoke and meetings and 
phone calls and anger and interviews and asking how 
and asking why and more tears.

Then, in the late afternoon, a guy drove into the lot. He was the cool kind of pastor I’m automatically suspicious 
of, with hipster glasses and really fantastic shoes. Later, I found out that he is one of more than forty staff at a 
megachurch nearby, a church that had put considerable time and money into funding opposition to marriage 
equality.

And yet, he got out of his car and looked around at the devastation left by the fire and asked simply, “Can I pray 
with you?” Then he put his arms around me and asked God to uphold the congregation and me, their pastor. In 
the wind and quake and fire, here was a still small moment of peace and comfort – two formerly warring siblings 
in Christ, hugging and weeping and praying together.

The Great Mystery, our then-conference minister Walter John Boris reminded us that day, does not cause terrible 
things to happen to punish us, or teach us a lesson, or make us stronger, or prepare us for a greater challenge. 
Instead, the Holy Spirit helps us to make the best of any tragedy.

Did God make a fire so I could pray with a so-called enemy in the parking lot? Absolutely not. But did God use 
the opportunity of the fire to create a little pocket of understanding and common ground where before there had 
been only mistrust? Oh, yes. God did that.

Prayer

Oh yes, God. You did that. Amen.

by Jennifer Brownell

FOOD FOR KIDS NEWS, 
UPDATES, AND THANKS
Did you see the Food For 
Kids article in the Foto News? 
We have put a call out to the 
greater Merrill area community 
... asking that those who would 
normally have participated in 
our fundraisers, the ones we 

weren’t able to do this past summer due to COVID, 
might consider simply making a donation to Food For 
Kids to help us support the program. 

We will also have a new Food For Kids fundraiser 
during November and December ... A Homemade Pie 
Sale! (See page 8). The actual pie baking will take place 
in the church kitchen the Tuesday before the delivery 
dates. All baking helpers are welcome! Contact Jennifer 
Porath to volunteer or just show up!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Saint Stephens United Church of Christ Announces ... 

Saint Stephens Christmas Blessings
2020 COVID Christmas Relief

By Tina L. Scott

Christmas is a time of love ... of sharing ... of giving. So let’s bless 
our area children this Christmas.

2020 has become a year of COVID and unpredictability. As 
a result, many area programs that previously helped provide 
families facing financial hardships with Christmas gifts for their 
children are unable to run their programs this year. It has been a 
heartbreaking and difficult decision for the leadership of those programs to make. So this year, more than many 
others, Christmas gifts for families facing financial hardships, will be in very short supply.

Saint Stephens United Church of Christ wants to help the families and children in our Merrill area community 
who will be greatly affected by this situation ... at least in some small way.

Saint Stephens has created a program called:  Saint Stephens Christmas Blessings 
- 2020 COVID Christmas Relief for the Merrill Area Community. This program 
is intended to provide a small gift (toy, books, or game) for each child in our 
community who may not otherwise receive any gifts this Christmas, because 
their families are facing a financial hardship or other difficult situation ... a 
toy that will put a smile on a child’s face this Christmas. This program is more 
than just a Saint Stephens program, however. They are hopeful that many other 
caring individuals and businesses from throughout the Merrill community will 
step up to help make this program possible and that it will truly become a 
community wide effort to help provide small gifts for children in our Merrill 
Area Community.  If you, your church, your business, or your organization 
would like to get involved in helping children this Christmas, please contact 
Tina or Rev. Lucas at Saint Stephens (715.536.7322) for more information.

Saint Stephens Christmas Blessings hopes to provide each child whose family is facing hardship this Christmas 
with a small gift (value totaling $20). There will be no large gifts ... no bicycles or game systems or Barbie 
Dream Houses. No coats and hats and boots from this program. Rather, we hope to ensure that every child has 
something to open this Christmas morning and to let them know they are loved. And that even in the midst of 
COVID, we still have the hope of Christmas. 

This program will not and cannot replace the wonderful and often 
larger scale work other organizations have done in previous years at 
Christmas time. It will not be large or extravagant. It is a small, kind 
gesture to area families and area children ... because the members 
of Saint Stephens and many members of our community want 
families and children to know they are not forgotten, even though 
times are difficult. Now, perhaps more than ever, it is important to 
do something meaningful and significant ... to make a difference in 
the lives of others, even if it is a small difference.

Families facing great financial hardship this holiday season are invited 
to apply to receive a gift for their child(ren). But the coordinators at 
Saint Stephens ask, “Please, if you can afford to purchase gifts for your child or if you know other family members 
will give your child gifts, do not apply. We really want this program to help those families and children who truly, 
truly need it. This is a big undertaking for one church to spearhead in our community, and we want to help ensure 
the children who need it most will receive a gift.” 

(Continued on page 7)

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Applications for the Saint Stephens Christmas Blessings 2020 program are available to pick up from the church 
office at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ, 903 E 2nd Street, Merrill, during normal office hours [Monday-
Thursday 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM; Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM (Come to Door #1)] or you may take a form out of the 
Blessing Box located outside the church near Door #1 when the office is closed. Forms are also available for 
download at the church’s website:  www.ststephensucc.net. Forms 
must be completed and returned to the church office (in-person or 
by mail, fax, or email) before October 30, 2020. Applications are 
accepted on a first come, first served basis. Every effort will be made 
to keep information confidential. Due to COVID, applications for 
the Saint Stephens Christmas Blessings program will include a hold 
harmless agreement as it pertains to COVID and other communicable 
diseases such as colds and flu.

Program volunteers will create gift tags for each child using a 
numbering system to protect the child’s identity. Gift tags indicating 
the child’s gender, age, and interests will be placed on Christmas 
trees at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ, and Saint Stephens is asking church members and members of 
the greater Merrill Area Community to take one or more tags from the tree and purchase a toy, book, or game for 

the child, value totaling $20. The spending limit is in place to avoid 
hard feelings, they emphasize. “We want all the children to receive 
comparable gifts. We will not ask or provide clothing sizes on tags, 
as we do want the children to receive 
toys, books, or games. We want each 
child to have something they can play 
with, something that will bring joy to 
that child’s heart on Christmas Day,” 
program materials read. 

Anyone who wants to purchase gifts 
for children may select a tag from the 

Christmas tree in the office at Saint Stephens between October 15 and November 
30, 2020. (Stop in any time Monday through Thursday from 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM or 
Friday from 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM.) They should purchase their gift(s) and return them 
to the church office  in a gift bag with the gift tag attached. All gifts must be new 
and unwrapped. All gifts and the gift tags must be returned to Saint Stephens no 
later than Sunday, December 6. If you do not have the time or inclination to shop, 
monetary donations are welcome, and program volunteers can shop for you. Just 
remember, the maximum you can spend is $20 per child. So, if you have $100 you want to use to help children, 
take five tags and help five children. Share the love!

As the saying goes, “Nobody can do everything, but everybody can do something.” Saint Stephens hopes the 
community will join them in doing something.

(Continued from page 7)

AN OPEN CALL FOR SAINT STEPHENS ELVES!
The above article was submitted to the Foto News for publication. But we wanted all of you to hear about it 
first. (Hopefully that is the case, but these two articles ... in the Foto News and this one here in The Interpreter ... 
may actually end up crossing in the mail.) We are hoping lots and lots of people will get involved in our Merrill 
community and from Saint Stephens specifically in this Christmas mission of love. We will also be sharing this 
article with other area churches to ask if they will join us.

If you would like to help, please call the office to talk with Tina. Also, please be watching the narthex and the 
church office for Christmas trees with tags on them and plan to take a tag (or more than one) to shop for a local 
child this Christmas. Your gift has the power to change Christmas for a child ... right here in Merrill.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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We want to acknowledge and celebrate  
your special days, and we’re starting with  

birthdays! Send your church friends birthday  
wishes, whether in person, via email, or by  

sending one of those wonderful cards you can  
hold in your hands by mail!  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU!

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Nov 1 Brenda Grefe
Nov 1 Laurie Humphrey
Nov 1 Dawson Heckendorf
Nov 1 Charmaine Storm
Nov 1 Seth Collins
Nov 2 Riley Humphrey
Nov 3 Corey Dornbrack
Nov 3 Todd Grabau
Nov 4 Jaimie Hoeft
Nov 5 Coletta Schroeder
Nov 5 Tiffany Ninnemann
Nov 5 Brandon Lawrie
Nov 5 Daniel Hahn
Nov 5 Taylor Nelson
Nov 6 Greg Heath
Nov 6 Glen Simonis
Nov 6 Leah Lange
Nov 6 Josh Kohnhorst
Nov 6 Mindy Hahn
Nov 6 Willow Boquist
Nov 7 Holly Boehm
Nov 7 Bobby Ney
Nov 7 Hunter Yingling
Nov 7 Payge Osness
Nov 7 Troy Veith
Nov 9 Leroy Frick
Nov 10 Sue Heckendorf
Nov 10 John Schenzel
Nov 10 Jacob Stevenson
Nov 10 Jill Fry
Nov 12 William Beyer
Nov 12 Linda Plautz
Nov 12 Jeffrey Porath
Nov 12 Avery Clark
Nov 12 Tara Slagoski
Nov 13 Andrew Podeweltz
Nov 13 Scott Kasten
Nov 13 Kelsey Amelse
Nov 14 Roxanne Baumann
Nov 14 Eppie Gruling
Nov 14 Dennis Kremsreiter

Nov 14 Gay Oberg
Nov 14 Luke Lazare
Nov 15 Naomi Berg
Nov 15 Kathy Case
Nov 16 Jessica Nowak
Nov 18 Geraldine Dotter
Nov 18 Jean Mootz
Nov 19 Mary Ellis
Nov 19 Brady Matthias
Nov 19 Carly Hanson
Nov 20 Cheryl Ament
Nov 20 Gary Roggenbuck
Nov 20 Andrew Mahn
Nov 22 Bailee Golisch
Nov 22 Briane Rowe
Nov 22 Shari Schubert
Nov 22 Dylan Alft
Nov 22 Lexi Doering
Nov 23 Joan Johnson
Nov 24 Cody Krause
Nov 24 Katrina Depies
Nov 24 Macie Merkel
Nov 24 Taytum Grovenburg
Nov 25 Ione Koehler
Nov 26 Philip Mussell
Nov 26 Gary Sholund
Nov 26 Katie Rajek
Nov 27 Bert Hopp
Nov 27 Diana Huston
Nov 27 Gay Stencil
Nov 27 Tim Anderson
Nov 27 Emmett Olson
Nov 28 Tammy Duwe
Nov 28 Michael Golisch
Nov 28 Jessica Frick
Nov 28 Zoey Glisch
Nov 29 Gavin Dinges
Nov 29 Allison Rodemeier
Nov 29 Matthew Kropp
Nov 30 Landon Reist

Living to a “ripe old age” 
is a priceless gift some will 
never experience. So while 
we bemoan the aches, pains, 
and indignities of growing 
old, let us remember what 
a great privilege that is.
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

NOW! 
 $25.00 in memory of William “Bill” Grefe from Carol & Steve Skamser 
 $15.00 in loving memory of my brother, Jim Berndt, who passed away five years ago, November 2, from  
  Kathy Case 
 $25.00 in memory of William Grefe from Phyllis Wendland 
 $25.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Debbie & Mike Moellendorf 
 $100.00 in memory of Bill Storm who drowned four years ago on November 30, 2016, from Charmaine - RIP

Memorial Fund  
 $40.00 in memory of Aunt June Zimmerman from Linda Hass, Shanna Formo, and Stacy Cooper 
 $100.00 in memory of our brother/brother-in-law, William Grefe, from Dennis & Luann Grefe 
 $20.00 in memory of June Zimmerman from Patsy & Dan Pick 
 $20.00 in memory of Anthony Rothmeyer from Arlo & Eunice Berndt 
 $25.00 in memory of June Zimmerman from Randy Perry 
 $25.00 in memory of June Zimmerman from Greg, Lori, and Brandon Radke 
 $20.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Dan & Patsy Pick 
 $50.00 in memory of my mother, Judith Rowe, from Janie Rowe 
 $50.00 in memory of my brother, Timothy Rowe, from Janie Rowe 
 $25.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Roberta Bonnell 
 $300.00 in memory of Clifford Lupton from his family:  Joleen Nass, Alan Lupton, and Darlene & Brian Miller 
 $69.00 in loving memory of Steven “Beaver” Wendorf for his birthday from Rose Wendorf and Family 
 $25.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Diane Goetsch and Sara, Amy, and Alex 
 $20.00 in memory of William Grefe from Phyllis Frederick 
 $10.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Lorri Vandre 
 $10.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Ron Prey 
 $10.00 in memory of Clifford Lupton from Esther Natzke 
 $20.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Phyllis Frederick 
 $25.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Richard & Kathy Vandre

Radio Ministry 
 $190.00 in memory of Elmer Frederick (who died October 17, 1995) from Phyllis Frederick and Family 
 $10.00 in memory of June Zimmerman from Carol Fiebke 
 $190.00 in memory of Rick Vachavake for his January 23 birthday from Ron & JoAnn Vachavake 
 $25.00 in memory of June Zimmerman from Mary Bauman and Family 
 $25.00 in memory of June Zimmerman from Lauree O’Day and Sue Kampmann

New Boiler Fund 
 $1,500.00 from the Ushers Club 
 $20.00 in memory of Mom, Bernice Berndt, for her birthday, from Dennis & Sharon Woller 
 $50.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Chris & Heidi Stevenson 
 $1,200.00 in memory of my husband, Martin Berndt, from Leota Berndt 
 $10.00 in memory of William Grefe from Bill & Sandy Beaudry 
 $10.00 in memory of June Zimmerman from Bill & Sandy Beaudry 
 $20.00 in memory of Greg Hoffman from Betty Krause 
 $10.00 in memory of June Zimmerman from Dave & Emily Schwartzman 
 $10.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Dave & Emily Schwartzman 
 $10.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Betty Krause  
 $20.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Dennis & Ione Koehler 
 $30.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 

SPECIAL GIFTS

(Continued on page 20)
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SPECIAL GIFTS Continued
Capital Improvement Fund 
 $25.00 in memory of my sister, Kathy Ellingson, from Lois Latzig

Food For Kids 
 $15.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Kathy Case 
 $20.00 in memory of Leota Berndt from Arlo & Eunice Berndt 
 $20.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Arlo & Eunice Berndt 
 $10.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Carol Garcia 
 $30.00 in memory of Joan Lukes from Ewald & Marilyn Katke

Have You Seen God?
Some years ago we received information that a man 
in need was out by the highway. Once there, we 
found a middle aged cold and wet individual. Dressed 
in worn and dirty clothing, his face partially covered 
with an unkempt beard, long greasy hair resting on 
his shoulders. He told us he was hitch hiking from 
California to Upper Michigan and had not eaten in a 
couple of days. He stopped at a church, (not in our 
immediate area), where the minister told him he would 
help if he cleaned up and cut his hair. He said that 
he pointed to a picture of Jesus hanging in the church 
lobby saying, “It looks like he has long hair.” He left 
without receiving any assistance. He was later eating 
grass from a roadside ditch because he was so hungry.

We purchased a new pair of boots and outfitted him in 
dry, warm clothing from our Thrift Store. We got him a 
meal, extra groceries and some cash, and put him up 
in a local motel for the night. A bus ticket was offered 
to get him quicker and easier to his destination. He 
declined saying if we just got him out to the highway 
the next morning, he would prefer to hitch a ride.

While driving him out to the highway the next day, we 
discussed how his journey from California had gone. 
He related that in many of the people that picked him 
up, he sensed the hand of God at work. He looked 
over at me for a few seconds, and said, “Maybe I am 
looking at God right now.” I quickly assured him that 
he was not looking at God, but as I looked at him, I 
said, “Maybe I am.”

Have you seen God? Perhaps he is closer than you 
think in the person of the poor.

- Written by Denis N. McCarthy, 
past St. Vincent de Paul President

Would you like to donate to help the poor in our area? To reach the hungry, hopeless, alone, and frightened. 
Send donations to: St. Vincent de Paul Outreach, 503 S Center Ave, Suite 2, Merrill,WI  54452

Whatsoever you do for the least 
of my people ... 

(Continued from page 19)
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A NOTE FROM  
THE GREEN TEAM

Hello again from the Green 
Team. We hope that everyone 
is doing well. In this note, we 
continue our series on parallels 
between the pandemic and 
climate change. It’s a short note 

to point out something simple and that’s been right in 
front of our noses. That is, the warnings by experts in 
their respective fields, both regarding the pandemic 
and climate change. I think we’d all agree that the 
current situation with the pandemic is something we 
would prefer to have avoided. And infectious disease 
experts are telling us now that we have to continue to 
prepare for other infections in the future. Similarly, warnings about climate change have been issued for years, 
and climate change has already affected millions of people in the U.S. and around the world. 

The good news is that we can choose to change in order to prevent the even greater damage that we are being 
warned about. We know that Love of Creation is one of the three great Loves professed by the United Church 
of Christ. We hope that you will join with Saint Stephens Green Team, the Wisconsin UCC Creation Care Team, 
and others in the UCC to do all you can to help in this effort to combat climate change and protect creation for 
the generations to come. 

Thank you!

Scrip News & Ideas
When is the last time you bought Scrip to use for your 
local or online purchases? You can purchase Scrip in the 
office during normal office hours. 

Call ahead if you can, wear your mask in the building, 
and please support our Scrip program. It’s free money for 
Saint Stephens!

• Don’t forget to use Scrip for all of your hunting 
supplies, the food for deer camp, those new 
waterproof boots you need to get before opening 
day, and any new blaze orange clothes you need 
to buy this year! 

• Did you know you can use Scrip cards online 
with most participating Scrip retailers? That’s right! And Black Friday and Cyber Monday sales are right 
around the corner! With COVID-19, chances are there will be tons of great sales and deals available 
online! So stock up or special order quantities of Scrip now for your favorite retailers and plan to take 
advantage of those deals. 

• Planning to do most of your Christmas shopping online this year due to COVID? Stock up on Scrip 
cards or special order quantities of Scrip for your favorite retailers now so you can start your Christmas 
shopping in earnest!

• Buy Scrip cards for stocking stuffers! 

• A list of all the online and area retailers who participate in our Scrip program, along with the denominations 
of the Scrip cards available (both in stock and by special order) is available on the Saint Stephens website 
in the Resources section:  www.ststephensucc.net/Resources/formsinfo

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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More information at https://co.lincoln.wi.us/covid

FREE WEEKLY DRIVE-THRU 
COVID-19 TESTING 

WEDNESDAYS (11:00 AM – 6:00 PM)
OCT (21, 28), NOV (04, 18, 25), DEC (02, 09)

MAPS BUILDING
2004 E. 10TH STREET
MERRILL, WI 54452

ENTER OFF OF 10 TH STREET FROM MEMORIAL DRIVE

FIRST COME FIRST SERVE /  STAY IN VEHICLE AT ALL TIMES

PRE-REGISTER WITHIN 24 HOURS OF EVENT @ 

REGISTER.COVIDCONNECT.WI.GOV
Intended for symptomatic Wisconsin residents or close 
contacts who are 5 years or older. 

COVID-19 symptoms include fever, cough, new loss of taste or 
smell, shortness of breath, sore throat, fatigue, body aches, 
diarrhea, vomiting, nausea, chills, and/or muscle aches. 

RECURRING FREE COMMUNITY

COVID-19 TESTING
Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) tests are conducted at these sites.
The PCR test is over 99% accurate. National Guard members
conducting testing may be in uniform and in full personal protective
equipment. Test results will be provided via email or phone by the
National Guard or by your local health department in 3 to 7 days. 

Pre-registration is not required but is recommended at all sites: 
register.covidconnect.wi.gov
Pre-register within 24 hours of being tested.
Check with each county to confirm and check for changes or
cancellations before driving to the testing center.

*
Please note location change. No

longer being held at MAPS Building,
2004 E. 10th Street in Merrill.

Lincoln County
Drive Through 

When: Wednesdays (Oct 28), (Nov
4, 18, 25), (Dec 2, 9): 11am-6pm
Where: Merrill Festival Grounds
Address: 2001 E. 2nd Street,
Merrill WI 54452
Directions: Enter off of Memorial
Drive onto E. 2nd Street near
National Guard Armory and
follow signs.

Marathon County
Drive Through 

When: Tuesdays through
December 8: 8am-5pm
Where: Marathon County
Emergency Management Building
Address: 1308 West Street, Wausau,
WI 54401
Directions: Turn onto West from S.
17 Ave and the entrance will be to
the left a few buildings down.

Oneida County
By Appointment

When: Tuesdays 8am-4pm and
Thursdays 10am-6pm
through December 9
Where: Grace Rhinelander
Foursquare Church
Address: 4360 State Rd. 17,
Rhinelander, WI 54501
Additional Instructions: To register
for a time slot go to Oneida
County Health Department
website.

Langlade County
Drive Through 
When: Every other Friday, (Oct 23),
(Nov 6, 20), (Dec 4): 8am-4pm
Where: Langlade Healthcare
Center
Address: 1225 Langlade Rd., Antigo,
WI 54409

Portage County
Drive Through 
When: Tuesdays through Dec. 17:
1-5pm;
Thursdays through Dec. 17: 9am-
1pm
Where: Aging & Disability
Resource Center
Address: 1519 Water Street,
Stevens Point, WI 54481
Additional Info: Testing located at
the back carport of the building.
Directions: Enter off Arlington
Place, turn South onto Elk St. The
entrance will be marked.

Taylor County
Drive Through 

When: Every other Friday, (Oct 30),
(Nov 13), (Dec 11): 10am-6pm
Where: Medford Fire Department
Address: 844 W. Broadway Ave.,
Medford, WI 54451
Directions: Access testing off of W.
Broadway Ave. (STH 64) and follow
the signs.

To pre-register scan  QR
Code which will take you to

register.covidconnect.wi.gov
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PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,) 
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits, 
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the 
hospital. We want to be there for you.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!

1
2
3
Click on the Give tab on the top right menu 

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.net

Scroll down and click on the Donate Now 
button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Jennifer Porath (appointed interim)
Vice President Nancy Dabbert (appointed interim)
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Cheryl Buck
  Beth Houle
  Chris Stevenson
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Bonnie Koelsch
  Paula McIntyre
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Youth Rep Alex Goetsch
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. 

Simply call Tina in the church office in advance so she 
can get them ready for you. She can also email you a 
copy if that is is more convenient. 

Minutes and Treasurer’s Reports are available beginning 
the Friday after each Council meeting, after the Council 
has reviewed the financial reports and approved them. 

Thank You for your regular and faithful offerings to 
the Mission and Ministry of Saint Stephens, even 
as we worship from home and are away from 
our beloved sanctuary. We couldn’t continue to 
maintain our staff, our church building, and all of 
the ways we continue to “Be The Church” in the 
way we have done throughout these last months 
(and years!) without you. So whether you mail your 
envelopes in to the church, drop them off at the 
office, or give electronically, we just want to say it 
again ...

Thank You!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
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903 E SECOND ST NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
MERRILL WI 54452 PERMIT #10 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED MERRILL WI 54452-2576

Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Subscribe to The Interpreter
If you don’t already receive The Interpreter, we invite 
you to let us know, and we will be happy to send it to 
you either by mail or email, whichever you prefer! Email 
subscribers will also receive our weekly email updates 
between monthly editions of The Interpreter ... a great 
bonus! Call Tina in the office (715.536.7322) ... or:

Sign up/subscribe yourself here: 

https://ststephensucc.net/resources/newsletters 

&

Worship with us Sunday mornings  
at 9:00 AM ...  

Listen on the Radio or Join us for our  
Livestream on Facebook!

“WE ARE THE CHURCH”

facebook.com/
ststephensunitedchurchofchrist/

mailto:angela@ststephensucc.net
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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