
No matter who you are or where you are oN life’s jourNey, 
you’re welcome here!
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FOR MEDITATION

““Jesus did not come to change God’s mind about humanity. Jesus 
came to change humanity’s mind about God.”

-Richard Rohr

**The Budget Meeting will take place at the conclusion of worship**

+  invites you to rise in body or in spirit
BOLD invites the congregation to speak in unison

PRELUDE  

RINGING OF THE BELLS

WORDS OF WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

+PASSING OF THE PEACE (Please pass the peace in a way that is comfortable to you)

My sisters and brothers, the peace of God be with you all.
And also with you all.

+PROCESSIONAL HYMN          “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” #16

+CALL TO WORSHIP

We’ve come to worship God,
who makes streams flow from rock,
who turns the parched earth into springs of water,
who sends the rain from heaven
and makes the wilderness blossom and flourish.
As the deer thirsts for flowing streams, so we thirst for You, O God.
Come, let’s worship our life-giving God,
who pours out living water on all who thirst. Amen.

+GATHERING PRAYER
Creating God, Send forth your justice for all to see. Empower us to preach 
and testify to your great love and mercy. You called us to be a light to the 
nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to set the prisoners free, Help us 
to answer your call that these things come to pass. God of grace and glory, 
we pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ. And we thank you for hearing 
our prayers, for pouring out your Spirit on your son and pouring your spirit 
out on us too. May we too hear you say to us this day that “This is my son, 
my daughter, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” Amen.

+SUNG RESPONSE “Wade in the Water” vs.3 #371

Wade in the wa - ter,
Wade in the wa - ter, chil - dren,

Wade in the wa - ter,
God’s a - going to trou - ble the wa - ter.

Wade in the wa - ter,
Wade in the wa - ter, chil - dren,

Wade in the wa - ter,
God’s a - going to trou - ble the wa - ter.

Look o - ver yon - der, what do I see?
God’s a - going to trou - ble the water; 
the Ho - ly Ghost a - com - ing on me,
God’s a - going to trou - ble the water.

Wade in the wa - ter,
Wade in the wa - ter, chil - dren,

Wade in the wa - ter,
God’s a - going to trou - ble the wa - ter.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

“Young, grow-ing God, ea-ger, on the move,
say-ing no to false-hood and un-kind-ness,
cry-ing out for jus-tice, giv-ing all you have:
Hail and Ho-sanna, young, grow-ing God!”

A CELEBRATION OF THE BAPTISM OF JESUS Matthew 3:13-17
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized 
by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so 
now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

RESPONSE  Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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SUNG RESPONSE “Wade in the Water” vs.4 #371

Wade in the wa - ter,
Wade in the wa - ter, chil - dren,

Wade in the wa - ter,
God’s a - going to trou - ble the wa - ter.

Wade in the wa - ter,
Wade in the wa - ter, chil - dren,

Wade in the wa - ter,
God’s a - going to trou - ble the wa - ter.

If you don’t be - lieve I’ve been re - deemed,
God’s a - going to trou - ble the water; 

Just fol - low me down to Jor - dan’s stream,
God’s a - going to trou - ble the water.

Wade in the wa - ter,
Wade in the wa - ter, chil - dren,

Wade in the wa - ter,
God’s a - going to trou - ble the wa - ter.

A CELEBRATION OF OUR BAPTISMS

Greeting
During the season after Epiphany, the church remembers the baptism of Jesus 
by John the Baptist as recounted in the gospels. In that story, the power of 
the Holy Spirit is evident at the very outset of Jesus’ public life of faith. Jesus 
surfaces from the waters of the Jordan, the heavens open, a dove descends, 
and a voice from heaven declares, “You are my beloved Child; with you I 
am well pleased.”

The word Epiphany comes from the Greek epiphania, which means 
manifestation or revelation and suggests a shining light. On this day, the 
church recalls God’s presence in this and the many other episodes of 
Jesus’ life. As we reflect on Jesus’ baptism, we might follow Martin Luther’s 
advice, in his larger catechism, to consider and recall our own baptism as 
well. Luther did not support repeating baptism but called on us to make 
repeated use of our baptism. He said, “A truly Christian life is nothing 
else than a daily baptism once begun and ever to be continued.” Whether 
we have been baptized or not, remember it or not, we have opportunity 
today to claim and rejoice in the very real ways in which God comes 
to light in the church and in our lives. Through baptism, God declares 
that we are beloved children of God, with whom God is well pleased.

So it is that on this day we recall Christ’s baptism, and we claim and 
remember our own.

We remember these things as we come to the font of God’s blessing.

We gather at this font to celebrate the gift of God’s redeeming grace.

For just as the body is one and has many members and all the members of 
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews and Gentiles, 
male and female—and were all of one Spirit.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

+Affirmation of Faith
**All who are able and desire to renew their baptismal covenant are invited to 

stand at this time.**

Do you reaffirm and renew your commitment to God and Jesus?

I do.

Do you believe in God?

I believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and our Father, it is to God’s deeds that we testify. We believe that 
it is God who calls the worlds into being, creates humankind in 
the divine image, and sets before us the ways of life and death.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen 
Lord, who bestows upon us the Holy Spirit and renews the church 
and binds all covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets and who speaks through us today.

+Commitment of Promises
Do you promise, with God’s grace, to continue toward an understanding of 
the Christian faith?

We promise.

Will you seek to learn the meaning of Jesus’ teachings together with fellow 
travelers through this life? 
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We will.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, respecting the 
dignity of every human being?

I will, with God’s help.

+Blessing of Water
Holy God of all Life, it was your Spirit that moved over the waters of Creation 
and allowed the formless void to take shape. It is with water that you have 
sustained all life, we require it, and we thirst for it. We know the power of 
water in hurricanes, the calming presence of waves on the sand, the coursing 
of rivers that mimics all of life. We give you thanks for water this day. We pray 
that this water may be living water.  And we ask now that you send your Spirit 
to bless this water and what we do in this moment. May this water remind 
each of us of the promises made at our baptism and the covenants made 
that we renew this day. We pray this in your name, the God of love. Amen.

The Congregation Remembers Baptism
Eternal God, you have come to us in Jesus Christ, given us a new birth by 
water and the Holy Spirit, and forgiven all our sins, Bless us now with the 
grace we need to fulfill what we have promised.

Keep us faithful to you, O God, to our Savior Jesus Christ, and to the Holy 
Spirit forever and ever. Amen.

During the singing of “Borning Cry” the congregation is invited to come forward, 
as they are able, to dip their fingers into the font, put water on their forehead, or 

bless each other with water from the font and then return to thier seats. You may be 
seated during this time.

HYMN “Borning Cry” #75

+BAPTISMAL PRAYER
Sisters and brothers, remember your baptism and be thankful. Let us pray... 
Gracious God, you have filled us each with joy and with the gift of your 
love. May we keep our covenant promises renewed this day. May we gather 
around one another and be a community for one another. Reveal yourself in 
ever new ways to us. May we know your blessings, always bring reminders 
that we are never alone in this world, and that no matter what life may bring 
your people, your love will never be taken away. Thank you for promising to 
never take your love from us. It is in your name, the God of love that we pray 
the prayer Jesus taught us to pray saying...

Our Father, who art in heaven,Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. And lead 

us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO TITHES AND OFFERINGS  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Jim Bjorklund 

+BLESSING OUR GIFTS                 “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” #261

There’s a sweet, sweet Spir – it in this place,

And I know that it’s the Spir – it of the Lord;

There are sweet expressions on each face,

And I know they feel the pres – ence of the Lord.

Sweet Ho – ly Spir – it, Sweet heaven – ly Dove,

Stay right here with us, filling us with your love;

And for these bless – ings we lift our hearts in praise;

With – out a doubt we’ll know that we have been re – vived when we shall 
leave this place.

+PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Loving God, you have gathered us into one baptism, regardless of our 
backgrounds and conditions. Therefore we praise you with our tithes and 
offerings. May they join with others to become a mighty river, bringing 
your peace and healing to the world. Amen. 

+BENEDICTION

+RECESSIONAL HYMN    “Here I Am, Lord” #452

POSTLUDE

**The Budget Meeting will take place at the conclusion of worship**
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THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Jim Bjorklund.

Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of Verna Koehler on her January 
birthday, from Richard & Kathryn Vandre.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by Paula McIntyre and Leanne Schnabl.

Liturgust today is Beth Houle.

Nursery is staffed by Jena Brandenburg, Molly Lyon, and Lea Kultgen.

Ushers are David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & Nancy 
Seidel, Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz.

Hospitality Greeters are Beth Houle, Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly Wallace, 
Chris & Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

Continued prayers are said for Jay Catlin, Jean Catlin, Patricia Woller, 
Darlene Casper, Cullen Ayer, Linda Hilgart, Darrell Erickson, Lissette Frick, 
Lora Jean Oslage, and Darryl & Carmen Plautz.


