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Seeing Others Inside Out

I have to admit, I struggled for what to write for an article this month. My heart 
wanted to incorporate our current Parables of Disney sermon series into the 
article, my head was telling me to address the current state of our country, and 

yet another part of me thought it important to address issues more specifically 
focused at our church and where we are at now, especially since a candidate has 
been selected by the search committee. And so, for quite some time, I have been 
pondering and discerning if there was a way to address all three of these somehow 
in an article.

And then the Spirit answered! As I was enjoying my Friday night, the Disney Pixar 
movie Inside Out was on. For those who haven’t ever seen the movie, Inside 
Out is set within the mind of a young girl named Riley. Riley has five emotions, 
which have been personified for the movie:  Joy, Sadness, Anger, Fear, and Disgust. 
These five emotions try to lead her through life as she and her parents adjust to 
their new surroundings after moving from Minnesota to San Francisco. In the same 
way, I believe that these emotions have tried to lead us during COVID and in our 
current state at and as Saint Stephens. So, let’s take a look.

JOY – Okay, so this one maybe hasn’t been the most common emotion, at least 
during COVID, but I’m sure there have joyful things for all of us. I think about the 
families that got to spend some extra time with their seniors before they went off 
to college. Now that’s something to be joyful about, well, at least for the parents 
probably. This hasn’t been all to be joyful about. A few months ago, I wrote about 
silver linings during the pandemic, and each one of those silver linings you wrote 
down are also something to be joyful about.

There are also things to be joyful about regarding the church. We have worked 
hard at giving the exterior of the church some TLC by repainting the doors and 
adding some signage around the building. We can be joyful that reopening the 
church for in person worship is on the horizon and that we have a call Sunday 
coming on September 20. 

SADNESS – I think, at one time or another, we have all been sad within the last 
five months. We miss seeing our family, we miss being able to go somewhere 
without “rules,” we miss being in church together in the way we would all prefer; 
we miss these and so many other things. They have been a stressful five months, 
too. We have had to change how we do things, including church, and that has 
become stressful for us. And on top of all of this, life still continues. We have had 
loved ones pass away or become sick due to disease. So yes, we have definitely 
felt sadness.

ANGER – This is the emotion, out of the five, that I personally don’t like feeling. 
I hate when I’m angry with someone or something, and I think it’s because it is 
contrary to the love we are called to. Yet here we are at anger. I’ll admit I have 
been angry that the current situation with COVID could be better if it were handled 
better in the beginning, but I can say that now, because hindsight is everything. 
So I’ve been actively trying to move away from the anger by finding those “silver 
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linings” I was talking about before. What’s made you angry during COVID?

Unfortunately, that’s not the only place anger has been felt. While some of you may be experiencing joy, many 
are experiencing anger, perhaps sadness or even fear, too, about the selection of the senior candidate. I want 
to address that anger here. First, I understand some of the anger is coming from the fact that a senior minister 
candidate was chosen that wasn’t me. I am appreciative of all of your support. It would be foolish to assume I 
wasn’t angry or even sad about not being chosen; however, I have met Rev. Southcombe, and I can say I have 
joy about what the future of this church can be with he and I as your co-pastors.

FEAR - It’s definitely been the word of 2020. We all have had, or still have, fear when it comes to COVID. 
And yeah, we can tell ourselves or others to not let fear control us, but that’s really difficult, especially when 
the fear can be life threatening. A fear of mine has been that COVID has caused us to become selfish instead 
of teaching us about our interconnectedness and helping one another out. I have also heard fears about 
church, such as statements that if we don’t open the doors soon, we never well. Friends, I hear your fear, and 
I understand your fear, but I want to reiterate that the doors are closed for in-person worship for your safety, 
and we will open them again. This is not the end of Saint Stephens as we know it.

DISGUST – Disgust is having a feeling of very strong dislike or disapproval. I have only really felt disgust when 
it comes to food, especially green food. But still, I’m sure those of you reading may have felt disgust before. 
Perhaps you have felt disgust with the mask mandate or with social distancing or something else altogether.

Joy, Sadness, Anger, Fear, and Disgust. At times we have felt one feeling more than the others, and other times 
we feel several of these emotions at once. Either way, we have experienced or are currently experiencing these 
emotions. 

Friends, each one of these emotions is valid, and God knows that we feel them, because we were created with 
them. Sometimes, however, we like to tell others that they shouldn’t be fearful, that there is nothing to be sad 
about, that they shouldn’t be angry about a situation. Why do we do this?

God is in the business of meeting us where we are at and so, as Gods children, we too are called to meet 
others where they are. Find out what about the church is making them sad or angry. Or why they are fearful 
or disgusted with the current state of COVID. Or what made them joyful yesterday, but now has them feeling 
a different emotion today. 

Meeting people where they are at … that’s how we can see them inside out.

May God help us each come to others where they are, whether it be in anger or in joy or in some other place. 
And may God bless you all during this time of uncertainty and mixed emotions and help us to be a blessing to 
and for one another … no matter what each of us is going through, individually or collectively.

Peace, Love, and Health,
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OUR COMMUNITY GROWS THROUGH BAPTISM ... Even in the midst of COVID, 
we are baptising, marrying, and having funerals. The circumstances are a little different, 
the guidelines are new, but the life of our people and the life of our church will carry 
on. 

Evan Thomas Mahn 
was baptised on Sunday, 
August 9, 2020. Evan is 
the son of Courtney & 
Andrew Mahn. Evan’s 
godmother is Elizabeth 
Hammel. Welcome to 
Saint Stephens, Evan! 
We are excited to watch 
you grow in years and in the faith into which you were 
baptised.

Cole Randall Breaman was baptised into the community 
of Saint Stephens on Sunday, August 23, 2020. Cole 
is the son of Danielle & David Breaman. Cole’s 
godparents are Elizabeth Breaman and Joseph Breaman 
II. Welcome, Cole! We rejoice in the opportunity to be 
a part of your life as you grow in faith and love through 
the seasons of your life.

An Open Letter ... to
Reverend Lucas Williams and the  

Congregation of Saint Stephens UCC

Subject:  Senior Minister

First off, let me thank the Search Committee for providing a name for nomination 
of Senior Minister to the Church Council. Then, per our Constitution and By-
Laws, the Church Council has nominated a candidate to be voted on by the 
congregation. Thank you.

Now comes the hard part - why this letter? In the face of COVID - face-to-face 
discussion is impossible. Everyone may not agree with the nominee.

Several years ago - well, maybe a few more than that, I had a young man ask me 
how I could serve in the military as we were studying the Ten Commandments 
in Confirmation class. I took a few minutes and replied that was between God 
and me and that I had to be true to myself. Because of people like me, he lives 

in a nation where you can ask questions freely.

You may think this has no bearing on the question of Senior Minister, BUT I think it does. I see the foundation 
of our church family eroding due to controversy.

Please ask what is best for our church, but also be true to yourself. And vote accordingly.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Davenport

P.S. Thank you, Pastor Lucas, for your love and support you have given us duing the last year and plus.

Sunday School, Youth, and Confirmation students should all have received a letter 
from Pastor Lucas detailing our plans for the 2020-2021 program year. Registration 
forms were included. If you haven’t received a letter, please contact Rev. Lucas 
directly or call the church office. Registration forms are also available on our website 
or outside the office. Registration Forms are due by September 1 so we can prepare. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Meet Rev. Michael Southcombe ...

As the Search Team announced in late July, we here at Saint Stephens 
will invite the Rev. Michael Southcombe to preach here on Sunday, 
September 20, ... and at that time, we as a congregation will prayerfully 
consider whether Saint Stephens United Church of Christ will call Rev. 
Mike to be our next Senior Minister and will vote accordingly.

In anticipation, we’d like to share a bit more 
about Rev. Mike so you can “get to know 
him” a bit. 

Currently, Rev. Mike Southcombe serves as 
the Transitional Pastor at St. Paul UCC, in 
Waterloo, Illinois, where he lives with his 
wife, Sue. Together, they have three grown 
children.

Rev. Mike is a graduate of Eden Theological Seminary and recently celebrated 25 
years of ordained ministry. 

Pastor Southcombe’s brief autobiography is included on the next page so you can 
learn more about him and his background.

CONDOLENCES
We extend the condolences of the Christian faith to the 
families and friends of those who passed away during 
late June and during July, 2020:

Donald Radke - August 2, 2020 
Elenora Ollhoff - August 10, 2020

We realize grief is particularly difficult during this time of 
isolation. Please reach out to us by phone if we can help 
... Rev. Lucas is happy to speak with you and provide 
support during this difficult time. Several options are 
available for funeral services, including in-person 
funerals in the sanctuary within guidelines, even though 
we are not yet open for Sunday in-person services.

Please call the office at 715.536.7322 or email Rev. 
Lucas to set up an appointment to talk in his office or 
by telephone. You can email Rev. Lucas at:  lucas@
ststephensucc.net.

A NEW ARRIVAL!
Congratulations to Amanda & James Clark on the birth 
of their daughter, Alivia Lou Clark, born on April 21, 
2020, weighing 8 pounds, 6 ounces and measuring 
18.5 inches long. Older siblings, Avery, James, Alix, 
and Adison had to wait until their mom and baby sister 
were released from the hospital to be able to meet their 
new sister, so she was greeted with a warm and excited 
welcome when they got home. Welcome to the world, 
Alivia! 

FREE BIBLES AND 
OLDER HYMNALS
We still have Bibles and 
older hymnals available 
here at church ... free to 
anyone who would like 
one. If you, or a friend, 
would like one, simply 
stop in the church office and we can get you one (or 
several) to take home with you. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Mike Southcombe brief bio: 

After working in the retail and wholesale shoe business since I was 15 and a brief career in Real Estate and 
Property Management, I entered Eden Theological Seminary as a second career student at age 34.  From 
1992 to 1995, my wife Sue and I along with our 3 children, Brandon, Laura and Elizabeth, lived in the 
married student dorm at Eden and Sue supported us running a day care center out of our apartment. 

After earning my M.Div., I served as the settled pastor of St. John UCC in Brighton, Illinois for 15 years and 
St. John UCC in Wood River for 7 years.  As I prepared to leave that congregation, St. Paul UCC in 
Waterloo, IL was searching for an Interim pastor and with the urging of some trusted friends, I accepted the 
challenge of serving a church in a time of healing and searching for a new vision.  During my time in 
Waterloo, I have completed the training and field work for certification as an Intentional Interim Minister.  In 
the process it became apparent that all churches are in a state of transition at this time.  Technology, 
changes in expectations of leadership, shifting patterns of commitment and other societal influences have 
pushed all churches into a much more constant state of change than we have seen in the last 500 years.  So 
rather than focus solely on interim ministry, I am far more interested in being a settled pastor in a vibrant 
church embracing the opportunities all of these changes offer and navigating the anxiety these changes 
create. 

Throughout these 25 years of serving in this Conference, I have pursued training and experience as a 
chaplain in retirement communities, trauma and ICU settings, orthopedic services and in pediatric bone 
marrow transplant and oncology units as well as trauma. 

Our son, Brandon, is married to Diana Jave Southcombe and we have 4 grandchildren, Daniel, 24, Caylee, 
22, Jacob,14, and Ellory, 12.  They are currently living in Honolulu, HI where Brandon is stationed at Pearl 

Harbor in his 17th year in the U.S. Navy. 
Daughter Laura and her wife Amy live in the Tower Grove Park neighborhood in St. Louis. Laura is an 
accounts auditor for Cass Commercial Bank and they have a Bassett Hound named Daphne.   

Elizabeth and her husband Nick live in Romeoville, Illinois.  Elizabeth is the Children and Youth Programs 
Director for the Des Plaines Public Library system. 

Throughout my time here in the Illinois South Conference,  I have also served as a Chaplain at DePaul 
Hospital in St. Louis; Alton Memorial Hospital in Alton; Cardinal Glennon and St. Louis University Hospitals; 
received training and certification as a major church conflict mediator and serve as the primary mediator for 
church conflicts in Illinois South Conference; served on the Board of Directors for various ministries within 
the Conference including Hitz Memorial Nursing Home, Hoyleton Children’s Home Foundation, Hoyleton 
Youth and Family Services and Uni-Pres Kindercottage pre-school in East St. Louis, Illinois.  I was Chair of 
the Conference Board of Directors in 2002 and Moderator of the Conference and Chair of the Conference 
Council from 2003 to 2006.

Sue and I recently celebrated our 45th anniversary and the 25th anniversary of my ordination.

We look forward to joining the mission and ministry of St. Stephen’s UCC and enjoying all that Merrill has to 
offer.

Rev. Mike Southcombe, Transition Pastor 
200 N. Main St.  -  Waterloo, IL  -  (618) 939-7123 ext. 14 

www.stpaulonline.org  -  pastor@stpaulonline.org 
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Call Sunday ... September 20, 2020  
with COVID Modifications ...

to consider the Rev. Michael Southcombe for Senior Pastor 
of Saint Stephens United Church of Christ

Call Weekend will definitely look different this time around 
due to COVID-19. In these unprecendented times, we are 
having to do many things differently, yet we want to continue 

to move forward with the mission and ministry of Saint Stephens. And so that 
goes with our upoming Call Sunday and the process of the call weekend to 
consider the Rev. Michael Southcombe as Pastor of Saint Stephens United 
Church of Christ. Here’s what you need to know:

PRE-REGISTER TO ATTEND MEET & GREET WITH PASTOR MIKE - SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

A Meet & Greet with Pastor Mike will be held Saturday, September 19, in Streeter Square Park (kitty corner from 
Saint Stephens) in TWO sessions, and you will need to CALL THE OFFICE TO PRE-REGISTER if you wish to 
attend either session. Call the office at 715.536.7322 to sign up for Session #1 (10:00 AM - Noon) or Session 
#2 (1:00 PM - 3:00 PM). Masks are strongly encouraged, we will honor social distancing guidelines, and pre-
registration is REQUIRED. Maximum of 50 people at each session. Spread the word. Come and meet Pastor Mike 
before you hear him preach on Sunday.

PRE-REGISTER TO ATTEND IN-PERSON CALL SUNDAY WORSHIP ON SEPTEMBER 20

We will offer two in-person worship services for Call Sunday, on Sunday, September 20, to hear Rev. Michael 
Southcombe preach and consider him for the call as our next Senior Pastor. Worship services will be at 9:00 
AM and 11:00 AM, with a maximum of 50 people at each service. THIS IS NOT THE RETURN TO IN-PERSON 
WORSHIP GOING FORWARD (more on that later). In-person worship will be on Call Sunday, September 20, 
ONLY.

If you want to attend either of these in-person worship services, you will need to CALL THE OFFICE at 
715.536.7322 TO SIGN UP for the worship service you wish to attend. Once a service is full (50 people max), 
it’s full. You may choose to sign up for the other service time for in-person worship, OR you will need to worship 
with us on WJMT OR via Facebook LiveStream that day. (We will LiveStream both the 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
worship services that day and will also LiveStream the voting results later.)

IN-PERSON WORSHIP ON CALL SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, ONLY

As indicated, for Sunday, September 20, ONLY we will offer limited in-person worship for those who would like 
to attend in the sanctuary to hear Pastor Mike preach and to vote in person. We will offer two in-person worship 
services at 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM, respectively, and ADVANCE REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED to attend. Masks 
and social distancing will both be REQUIRED at these two in-person services, and you will be seated by the 
ushers so they can achieve maximum capacity WITH social distancing. 

NOTE:  In-person worship on Call Sunday DOES NOT MARK THE RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP GOING 
FORWARD, and the tentative date for return to in-person worship has been tentatively postponed to Sunday, 
October 18. (See page 14)

Resources to Learn More About Pastor Mike in Advance of September 20
Want to learn more about Pastor Mike Southcome? 

• He currently serves at St. Paul Church of Christ in Waterloo, Illinois. Check out their website:   
www.stpaulonline.org

• You can also visit the church’s Facebook page at:  https://www.facebook.com/St-Paul-United-Church-
of-Christ-Waterloo-IL-278031385542396/?ref=page_internal

• You can learn more about Pastor Mike personally on his Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/
michael.southcombe

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.stpaulonline.org
https://www.facebook.com/St-Paul-United-Church-of-Christ-Waterloo-IL-278031385542396/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/St-Paul-United-Church-of-Christ-Waterloo-IL-278031385542396/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/michael.southcombe
https://www.facebook.com/michael.southcombe
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CONGREGATIONAL VOTE ...
VOTING ON CALL SUNDAY

EVERYONE will be given the opportunity to VOTE ... on whether to extend a call to 
the Rev. Michael Southcombe to serve as Pastor at Saint Stephens United Church of 
Christ ... at the conclusion of each of the worship services held on Sunday, September 
20, at 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM respectively, which is basically between the hours of 
10:00 AM and 12:30 PM that day.

EVEN if you do not attend in-person worship that day, you will have the opportunity 
to vote.

We will have four different options for voting to accommodate everyone! Since we 
cannot accommodate a mass gathering at the church in excess of 50 people per service, we will have four 
alternatives.

Each active member of our congregation (if you’ve been confirmed here, you ARE now an active member and 
can vote even if you are not 18 years old!) is entitled to ONE vote. There are FOUR OPTIONS for how you can 
vote.

1. Attend in-person worship at either the 9:00 AM or 11:00 AM worship service (Remember, you MUST be 
pre-registered to attend either of these services) and vote in-person at the conclusion of the worship service 
using the paper ballots provided.

2. Plan ahead and pick up a ballot on Saturday, September 19, outside of Door #1 from 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM (in 
conjunction with Communion Supplies pickup and our Noisy Offering). Then, DROP OFF your completed 
ballot on Sunday, September 20, between 10:00 AM and 12:30 PM. We will have a “Drive up/Drive through 
Voting/Ballot Collection Box” set up on Sunday morning at that time to accommodate everyone who wishes 
to vote using this option.

3. Vote electronically between 10:00 AM and 12:30 PM on Sunday, Septemer 20. You will need an internet 
connection and an email address to use this option. And this will be accomplished by clicking on the 

“Vote Now” link that will be placed on the homepage of our website (www.ststephensucc.net) on Sunday, 
September 20, beginning at 10:00 AM and ending at 12:30 PM. (Only one vote per email address, so if there 
is more than one person in your household who will be voting, you may wish to utilize Option 4 below 
instead. If each of you have your own email address, this option will work well.)

4. Call in your vote ... to the church office at 715.536.7322 ... between 10:00 AM and 12:30 PM on Sunday, 
September 20. We will have two open phone lines that will be answered by confidential staff who are 
NOT members of Saint Stephens and do not get a vote. You will be asked to give your name to verify you are 
a member of Saint Stephens, but that information will be confidential and will NOT be shared in conjunction 
with your actual vote. No one will know how you voted.

VOTING will be closed and counting will begin at 12:30 PM on Sunday, September 20, and a LiveStream 
announcement via Facebook will be made at the conclusion to announce the results of the congregational vote.

Dear Staff and Congregation of St. Stephens UCC:
I have enjoyed being a small part of your church family over the past year. I’d like to thank 
all of you for the kindness and welcome you have offered to me. I will miss being with the 
staff on Tuesdays and seeing many of you as you came to church to visit.

Thank you for the card and kind words as well as the gift cards. We will enjoy using them 
and think of you when we do.

  Blessings on your journey.

  Yours in Christ,

  Rev. Wayne C. Drueck

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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“The pessimist complains about the wind;
the optimist expects it to change;
the realist adjusts the sails.” 

-William Arthur Ward

CELEBRATING COMMUNION 
... COMMUNION SUPPLIES
We will celebrate communion 
both together and apart on 
Sunday, September 20 ... with 
some of you here at in-person 
worship on Call Sunday and 
others participating from your 
homes via LiveStream and the radio. If you would plan 
to worship from home and would like pre-packaged 
communion wafers and juice, these communion supplies 
will be available for pickup on the bench outside Door 
#1 at church on Saturday, September 19, from 11:00 AM 
- 4:00 PM. Mark your calendars now! (Ballots for the Call 
Sunday vote will also be available for pickup.) 

RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP?

We have NOT yet returned to In-Person worship, with 
the exception of the two in-person worship services 
we will hold on Call Sunday. We had HOPED to return 
to in-person worship on a regular basis beginning in 
September; however, that will not be happening. 

Instead, we will have in-person worship for two 
services (9:00 AM and 11:00 AM on Sunday, 
September 20, in conjunction with Call Sunday and 
only for that reason.

And then, Church Council has TENTATIVELY set 
Sunday, October 18, as the date when we hope to 
gather again for in-person worship moving forward. 
(That is a CHANGE from the September 13 date we 
had all hoped for) . We can all anticipate that worship 
will look a little different than we are used to when 
we do gather together again. 

And, as always with this COVID-19 situation, things 
are subject to change.

But for now ... Stay safe and healthy! And be blessed! 

Memorial Day through Labor Day:

 Monday - Thursday:  8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
 Friday:  8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

THREE-FOR-ONE SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

On Saturday, September 19, from 11:00 AM to 4:00 
PM, we will have three things happening outside of 
Door #1.

NOISY OFFERING! ... Bring all that change you’ve 
been collecting and toss it into the metal tub we’ll 
have available to collect all your coins. All proceeds 
will go to Food For Kids. We are about to embark on a 
new school year, and they will definitely need funding!

PICK UP COMMUNION SUPPLIES ... If you won’t be 
attending in-person worship on September 20, and 
want to share Communion with us during the service, 
pick up the juice and communion wafter combo packs 
you will need for your family.

PICK UP A CALL SUNDAY BALLOT ... If you wont’ be 
attending in-person worship on September 20, but still 
want to vote regarding extending a call to Rev. Michael 
Southcombe, pick up your ballot, and then plan to 
drop it back off Sunday, September 20, between 10:00 
AM and 12:30 PM.

It’s NOISY OFFERING 
TIME!

Have you been saving 
your change? We will have 

an OUTDOOR NOISY 
OFFERING in conjunction 

with our Communion 
Supply and Ballot Pickup 

Saturday, September 19, from 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM.  
Bring your change and dump it into our container! 

Proceeds will go to support Food For Kids!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


Revised August 10, 2020

Plan for Re-Opening the Church
Phase 1 - Stay at Home Lifted          Date Effective: May 18, 2020
When the stay at home order has been lifted by the state, all nonessential staff who are currently 
working from their homes will return to work at the church with their regular scheduled hours. The 
wearing of masks is optional, but not required for staff.
Door #1 will no longer be permanently locked and the buzzer no longer used to let people in during 
normal church operation hours, except for after the church closes. Visitors are welcomed to stop by 
the church, appointments are encouraged, and are asked to keep within the proper social distancing 
guidelines. One or two volunteers for the office may be used as needed and willing.

Phase 2 - Opening to Church Committees        Date Effective: May 18, 2020
Upon council approval, all church committees, such as church council, may again begin meeting at the 
church for church business, mainitaining social gathering and distancing guidelines. Council asks that 
committees use the following spaces for meeting: the sanctuary, youth room, and fellowship hall. At this 
time, weddings and funerals may be held in the sanctuary again but must keep to social gathering size 
and social distancing guidelines.

Phase 3 - Opening the Church to Groups        Date Effective: June 15, 2020
Upon council approval, groups in the church, such as youth group, and in the community, such as 
Alcoholics Anonymous and Reboot, will be allowed access to the building once again and the groups 
may return to their regular schedules at their own discretion, while maintaining social distancing and 
gathering sizes.

Upon council approval, volunteers will be allowed access to the building. This means the counters, 
collaters, and any other church volunteers can resume their responsibilities.

Phase 4 - Opening for in-person Worship    Tentative Date: October 18, 2020
Upon council approval, in-person worship will resume in the sanctuary on Wednesdays and Sundays. 
The sanctuary will also become available for funerals and weddings without restrictions on gathering 
size. However, there will be limitations to what will happen during worship (see phase 5)

**This phase cannot and will not take place until limits to social gathering size allow for everyone in the 
congregation to worship together

Phase 5 - Elements of Worship Return     Elements Effective Dates Vary
Upon council approval, particular parts of worship may return to the Sunday liturgy, this includes 
Passing of Peace, choir practice and choir singing, congregational singing, passing the offering plate, 
handing out bulletins, and communion by intinction or passing in pews. Coffee Hour may return at 
a designated time as well. It is at the council’s discretion to bring elements back as they see fit and to 
annouce as each returns.
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CHURCH 
FINANCES
FINANCIAL UPDATE AS 

OF JULY 31, 2020
Below:  For the month 
of June 2020, Expenses 
exceeded our Income 
by approximately $2,205, 
while in July, Income 

exceeded Expenses by $33. Summer is typically 
marked by a decline in giving, which you can see 
happening on the chart, as well. We are hopeful 
that even in the midst of summer plans and COVID 
LiveStreamed worship services, regular giving will 
continue to meet our Expenses. We so appreciate 
your faithful and regular gifts. Together, we can keep 
the mission and ministry of Saint Stephens moving 
forward, even in the midst of a pandemic.

Right:  The first group of bars on the chart shows 
our cumulative Year To Date (YTD) Income and 
Expenses for 2020, along with a new bar to show the 
cumulative difference (or net difference) between 
Income and Expenses. For 2020, we are $7,518 “in 
the black.” For comparison, the second set of bars 
shows that, as of this same time (end of July) in 2019, 
the church was operating $32,029 “in the red.”

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Current or Completed Projects:
Sanctuary Roof & Overhang Roof on School Building   $127,854.00   Paid in Full!
Parsonage Roof & Garage Roof    $ 45,975.00    Paid in Full!
New Organ & Electrical for Organ    $107,049.64  $10,907.25* payable
   * Being paid at $2,181.45/month, Interest Free Payments  
Updating Parking Lot LED Lights/Electrical   $   1,881.00  Paid in Full!
Parsonage Improvements: New Windows/Trim/Siding, Etc. $117,832.00  $10,861.00 payable
(Final payment due upon completion of the work)
Total of Current or Completed Projects    $400,591.64  $21,768.25 payable

Future Projects:
Engineer/Replace Boilers (within 4 years at the latest)  $450,000-$550,000.00 estimate
Expanding Kuck Lounge Project    $  42,000.00 estimate
Electrical Wiring - Sanctuary & Attic    After inspection, no changes needed at this time
Sanctuary Refurbishing      Estimates not yet done

An Udate on our Capital 
Campaign ...

NOW! Moving Forward ...
Much was accomplished during Year one of our NOW! Capital Campaign ... you’ve 
all seen the photos and seen the progress in person each time you look at the church 
and parsonage buildings (see the list of current or completed projects below). 

As of the end of July, we are 18 months into our NOW! Capital Campaign, and the 
numbers you see here will show you where we’re at from a financial perspective. 
Our next big, most pressing project is to hire an engineering firm (at an estimated 
cost of $50,000) to assess our current layout and then purchase a new boiler system 
that will work most efficiently for our building complex. The estimated cost of replacing the boiler system itself 
is now estimated to be $400,000 to $500,000. Our current boiler continues to incur costly repairs and needs to 
be replaced within the next several years. 

However, we made a commitment to all of you that we will not spend money we do not have, so this project will 
be accomplished as pledges are received and funds become available.As you can see at the very bottom, with our 
current available funds of $212,052.11* and if our expenditures on current projects do not exceed budget, and if/
when we receive all of the pledges received, then we would have $413,662.30 to work with (as of July 31 values 
and calculations) once all funds are received at the end of 2021. If our investment values increase, available funds 
would also increase. We are still a ways off of achieving the funding necessary to completely replace the boiler 
even if all funds are received by the end of our three-year campaign at the end of 2021. 

Status of Current Projects & Available Funds
Current Funds Available:    $212,052.11*

Total Left to Pay on Current Projects: - $  21,768.25 
Available Funds after Payments:    $190,283.86 

Pledges Yet to Be Received: + $223,378.44 
Available For Potential Future Projects IF All Pledges are Received: $413,662.30  

*As of July 31, 2020

* NOTE:  “Current Funds Available” are adjusted by:  1) Pledges & donations received;  
2) Payments made; and 3) Fluctuations in market value of invested funds. Numbers shown are as of July 31, 2020.

NOW! Summary:*
Pledges Recorded: $433,981.00
Pledges Received: $210,602.56

 Balance to be Received: $223,378.44

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


Hope to see you next year for a full-blown 

Oktoberfest with Music, Dancing, Games, & More!

Mark your calendars for Oktoberfest 2021:  

Saturday, September 25, 2021

Saturday, September 26, 2020
4:00 - 9:00 PM

@ The Sawmill Brewing Company 
(Carry Out or ”Dine in” under the big tent)

Brats, Hotdogs, Mac & Cheese, German Potato Salad, Pretzels
Beer can be purchased through the Sawmill

Rain or shine  |  No admission fee  |  Cash only
For more information, please call 715.536.7322

www.ststephensucc.net

COVID
EDITION
COVID 
EDITION
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WORSHIPING TOGETHER ... Because:

We are the Church. No matter where we meet.

It’s not about the building; it’s about the people. And 
it’s not about people gathering together in person ... it’s 
about gathering together ... in spirit and in shared time 
and worship, praise and song ... even if we are each in 

our own homes. #StayHome

So JOIN US for WORSHIP:

Sundays @ 9:00 AM on WJMT, 96.3 FM Radio 
or LIVE via LiveStream on Facebook:

(https://www.facebook.com/ststephensunitedchurchofchrist)
(Scroll down to find the LIVE stream) 

Get a copy of the Sunday Bulletin to follow along at: 
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

Wednesdays @ “Any Time”  
A different, more contemplative style of Worship

Pre-Recorded Worship - Check it Out
(We don’t use a Bulletin for Wednesdays) 

Messages on our Website:
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

PS:  If you miss the LiveStream broadcast, you can still 
watch and worship anytime on Facebook 

And on our YouTube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCrvmdioKL3QcgS6UMy_XSRQ 

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships

October 25 
November 8 
December 6, 

Call 715.575.3191 or email:  tina@ststephensucc.net if 
you would like to sponsor an available broadcast.

RADIO SPONSORSHIPS
Our August 30 Radio Broadcast, which was unsponsored 
at the time of printing our August edition, was sponsored 
in memory of Dorothy Bergh for her birthday from her 
family. Thank you!

The September Radio Broadcasts are sponsored as 
follows:

Sunday, September 6:  In loving memory of Eldina 
Kienbaum for her September 5th birthday from her 
children.

Sunday, September 13:  In memory of Laura Plautz 
on her birthday from Bob & Jolene Plautz.

Sunday, September 20:  In celebration of Ervin 
Herdt’s 86th birthday August 7 from his family.

Sunday, September 27:  Sponsored by Mari Nelson.

Thank you for your sponsorship! As we strive to “Be The 
Church” outside of our sanctuary, our radio broadcasts 
and LiveStream on social media (Facebook) are more 
important than ever!

P.S. Radio Sponsorships are filling up fast through the 
end of the year. (See below.) If you would like to sponsor 
a particular date, please see below for available dates. 
If you would like to help support radio sponsorship in 
general, feel free to donate any amount and mark it 
Radio Sponsorship and that will be applied toward any 
unsponsored broadcasts.

We are the Church.
No matter where we meet.

Thank you for your support of our recent 
Silent Auctions. They are a great way to:
1. Declutter the church buildings and remove 

things that are no longer used or needed;
2. Give everyone in the congregation equal 

“dibs” on obtaining any of these items; 
3. Share a piece of Saint Stephens history with 

others; and
4. Generate additional income for the church.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Social Distance Violations of the Bible

Jesus got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and 
tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 
them with the towel that was tied around him. He came 
to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to 
wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now 
what I am doing, but later you will understand.” - John 
13:4-7 (NRSV)

I’ve never been more aware of my body or its proximity 
to other bodies than in this moment. Except maybe in 
my teenage years, when any amount of closeness would start my blood pumping like I was running the annual 
compulsory mile around the track, when an accidental touch of hands would be all I thought about for days.

These days, standing within five feet of anyone feels so intimate. Seeing someone’s smile unmasked? Enough to 
start your blood pumping. So dangerous.

Like Jesus, in his underwear, kneeling before these men to wash them. Too close. Too exposed. He knows the 
thought of it will consume Peter for days.

So he gives away the meaning: “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash 
one another’s feet.”

It’s about service. As Jesus has served them, they should serve others.

Which makes it no less scary. The intimacy of choosing to do something completely for someone else. The danger 
of letting someone do something completely for you. No reciprocity. Not even a thank you note.

What could be more vulnerable? What could be more exposing? Letting someone enter into your life, even closer 
than touch.

Prayer

Nearer my God, to thee. Nearer to thee. Amen.

by Vince Amlin

FOOD FOR KIDS
Thank you to all of you who 
continue to support Food For 
Kids. Many of you continue 
to give regularly, and while 
you may not receive always 
receive a thank you card for 
all those donations, since they 
go through Saint Stephens, you 

should know how very much your donations ... and 
YOU! ... are appreciated! We couldn’t keep Food For 
Kids operating like it has been, keeping area children 
fed, without your ongoing support and generous giving. 
So THANK YOU!!

Food For Kids will begin packing bags for students 
again this year in early October. In the meantime, we 
are doing all the prep work to get things ready. If you 
would like to get involved as a volunteer with the Food 
For Kids program, call Tina in the church office.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Remember ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING  

to use in place of cash!

Scrip is available for purchase in 
 the office. Call ahead to ensure  

staff and card availability. 
Tina, Kim, Tim, and Lucas are all 

able to sell Scrip.

SCRIP NEWS
We are making a couple of changes to the Scrip 
program. Please take note:

1. We will no longer carry Holiday $25 cards.

2. We have been asked about having Krist Gas/ 
Convenience Store cards. We will give that a trial, and 
depending on how that is received, that could possibly 
become a regularly stocked item.

3. We are in the process of selling the remaining Shell 
station cards and will no longer carry those in the 
future. In the past 5 months, we have had two issues 
where members of our church were told there were 
no funds available on their cards when they presented 
them at a Shell station. Both individuals received 
compensation from GLScrip and Shell Inc., so neither 
lost any money; however, this has also been a very 
slow seller.

If anyone has any concerns or requests for other 
businesses to be added to the Scrip program, please 
contact Rich Dabbert at 715.536.7702 or dropp off a 
note for him at the office and he will be glad to look 
into it!

WIC WORKING OUT OF SAINT STEPHENS
The WIC (Women Infants & Children ) Nutrition 
Program provides nutrition education, breastfeeding 
support, and healthy foods to pregnant women and 
moms with children under five or a baby on the way, 
as well as dads, grandparents, and foster parents ... 
anyone who is pregnant, breastfeeding, had a baby 
in the past six months, or has an infant or children 
under the age of 5 years old and meets certain income 
guidelines.

The WIC Program will now be operating out of the 
First Floor Classroom here at Saint Stephens on the first, 
third, and fourth Fridays of the month and the second 
Monday of the month. 

We are happy to welcome this program to our space, 
as they provide an invaluable service to our community, 
and that’s what we’re all about at Saint Stephens ... 
building community and also supporting our greater 
Merrill area community. So, welcome, WIC! 

WANT TO RUN FOR CHURCH COUNCIL?
Very soon we will be looking for candidates to run for 
Church Council at our fall 2020 Annual Meeting. YOU 
should prayerfully consider how you might be a great 
addition to the Council that makes the decisions for 
your church. Our Church Council should represent our 
congregation. If you are a person who likes to know 
how things are done and why, are a critical thinker who 
can consider all sides of an issue and are committed to 
making good decisions on behalf of everyone at Saint 
Stephens, you would make an excellent addition to the 
Council. 

If you would like to run for Church Council, talk to 
Tina in the church office, Pastor Lucas, or any member 
of the current Church Council.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT OF ATTENDING LAY ACADEMY?  
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
Registration is now available for Faith Foundations 1 and Leadership 
Skills (formerly called Lay Academy). If you, or someone you know, 
is interested in attending, here is the link to learn more and/or to 
register:  https://the-damascus-project.org/20-21-offerings

In light of the Coronavirus, the cost has been adjusted, and a group 
rate is available. So if you are considering attending, you can also 
contact Tina or Rev. Lucas to express your interest so we can register 
you with other interested members and save you some money.

This year’s Faith Foundations and Leadership Skills courses are only 
$375 for a full year of learning and growth. Two or three individuals 
from the same congregation or from partnering congregations can register for just $600. Each additional member 
beyond three is just $125 per person.  

Those who are considering pursuing licensing or ordination via a non-seminary path and Members-In-Discernment 
may want to sign up for the “Assessment Level” of Faith Foundations for an additional charge. This option 
offers the same benefits of the Faith Foundations curriculum, plus a more robust learning experience – deeper 
assignments, extra time with instructors and Damascus Project co-directors, and evaluation according to the 
UCC Marks of Ministry (appropriate for submission to Committees on Ministry). Total cost is $800. An option for 
paying in installments is available.

Aluminum Cans & Trailer ... Thank You, Jackie Johnson!
Saint Stephens continues to take donations of aluminum cans and recycle them. Volunteers 
take them to the recycling facility for us, and it earns us a bit of cash. But more importantly, 
recycling is important to our planet, and we are currently one of the only places in Merrill 
that accepts aluminum cans now that we don’t have a recycling facility in Merrill. We will 
continue to accept aluminum cans as long as people are donating cans and not including 
trash in with their cans. (Other places have had issues with this.)

We are able to do this, in large part, due to the generosity of Jackie Johnson, who graciously donated a trailer 
to the church for just this purpose. Thank you, Jackie! When you donate cans, please place them directly into 
the trailer around the back of church near the office parking lot. 

We also want to thank the volunteers that take the cans in to the recycling center to cash them in for us. It’s kind 
of a putzy business doing that, but it’s worth it. In July alone, recycling cans earned $77.

PRAYING TOGETHER ... on our WEBSITE
Have you checked out the Prayer Requests on our website lately? This is a great 
opportunity for all of us to be with each other in spirit and pray for each other’s needs 
and the needs of our world during a time that feels difficult, divisive, and lonely for 
many. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to sit together again and pray for and with each other? 
To share our special intentions side by side? To talk at Coffee Hour and share our worries 
with a good friend, to ask them to pray for you? 

While we cannot yet gather together, we can pray together. And for each other. And for 
the special intentions of anyone who wishes to share these prayer requests. 

There now is a “Prayer” page on our website. It’s showcased on our Home page and 
easy to locate by clicking on the “Prayer” button right next to the Home button. Take a 
look!

Read the prayer requests of others and pause to pray for them. Submit your prayer requests and allow friends 
and neighbors to pray for you. Let us pray together and for one another. Please check it out.   
     www.ststephensucc.net

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


We want to acknowledge and celebrate  
your special days, and we’re starting with  

birthdays! Send your church friends birthday  
wishes, whether in person, via email, or by  

sending one of those wonderful cards you can  
hold in your hands by mail!  

Sept 28 Jeffrey Kanitz
Sept 29 Shirley Gremler
Sept. 29 Alexis Magray
Sept. 29 Nicole Rehwinkel
Sept 29 David Vachavake
Sept 29 Christopher 
 Hommerding
Sept 30 Jerry Anderson
Sept 30 Ronald Prey
Sept 30 Kristy Schulz
Sept 30 Dean Bowe

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU!

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Sept 1 Brad Sturm
Sept 1 Mayward Schmidt
Sept 2 Barb Laatsch
Sept 2 Dawn Bishop
Sept 4 Nancy Hayes
Sept 4 Paulette Heuser
Sept 4 Michael Prein
Sept 4 Kristine Smith
Sept 4 Bill McIntyre
Sept 4 Karlan Kubicheck
Sept 5 Sue Kraft
Sept 5 Jill Mosser
Sept 5 Kaitlyn Heckendorf
Sept 5 Jennifer Gremler
Sept 5 Ailyn Roberge
Sept 5 Jacob Butler
Sept 6 Robert Kultgen
Sept 6 Reno Leavitt
Sept 6 Lynda Swan
Sept 6 Tanya Frick
Sept 6 Coleen Frisch
Sept 7 Brian Oestreich
Sept 8 Bonnie Koelsch
Sept 8 Maycee Eisner
Sept 8 Malakai Wheeler
Sept 8 Debbie Moellendorf
Sept 9 Herbert Falk
Sept 9 Richard Heckendorf
Sept 9 Eileen Richards
Sept 9 Marcus Reinhardt
Sept 9 Matthew Reinhardt
Sept 9 Alexander Ruge
Sept 10 Kiana Haroldson
Sept 10 Lois Latzig
Sept 11 Chris Gano
Sept 11 Lynn Simon
Sept 12 Alvin Bunge
Sept 12 David Golisch
Sept 12 Gina Vandergeest
Sept 12 Mandi Kohnhorst
Sept 12 Kristine Koehler

Sept 12 John Keddell
Sept 13 Laurie Buck
Sept 13 Becky Dengel
Sept 13 Gloria Kottman
Sept 13 Renee Koebe
Sept 14 Ryan Golisch
Sept 14 Carol Faust
Sept 15 Mike Moellendorf
Sept 16 Jackie Kuck
Sept 16 Sandy Spears
Sept 17 Amara Lazare
Sept 17 Heidi Stevenson
Sept 17 Brittany Rousseau
Sept 17 Bill Kunkel
Sept 18 Justin Schmidt
Sept 18 Sue Gleason
Sept 19 Jonathon Johnson
Sept 19 Brenna Allen
Sept 20 Jamie Clark
Sept 20 Marjorie Williams
Sept 21 Trista Hess
Sept 21 Jeremy Wicke
Sept 22 Vernon Ziemke
Sept 22 Stevie Lea Booher
Sept 23 Paul Mussell
Sept 23 Richard Plautz
Sept 23 Taylor Zastrow
Sept 23 Brian Amelse
Sept 23 Evie Klug
Sept 24 Allan Luedtke
Sept 24 Cheri Reinhardt
Sept 25 Anna Bowe
Sept 26 Arlo Berndt
Sept 26 Patricia Woller
Sept 26 Aaron Hoffman
Sept 27 Bobby Hinner
Sept 27 Mary Stamm
Sept 28 Gary Frisch
Sept 28 Lois Wold
Sept 28 Steven Wengeler
Sept 28 Timotny Koehler



September 2020
Page 18THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

NOW! 
 $100.00 in memory of Jerry Henrich from Harriet Henrich 
 $20.00 in memory of Don Radke from Jeff & Sue Kraft 
 $50.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Jerry & Elmira Krause 
 $10.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Jerry & Elmira Krause 
 $15.00 in memory of Donald Radke from Kathy Case 
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Diane & Dave Marnholtz 
 $20.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Arlo & Eunice Berndt 
 $20.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Mike & Glynis Schroeder

Memorial Fund  
 $25.00 in loving memory of our mother, Eldina Kienbaum, celebrating her first birthday in heaven on  
  September 5 from her children 
 $20.00 in memory of Melita Hall from Marilyn Rathke 
 $10.00 in memory of Melita Hall from Dave & Emily Schwartzman

Radio Ministry 
 $190.00 in memory of Dorothy Bergh for her birthday from her family 
 $200.00 in memory of Eleanor Fehlberg from Marion Hill 
 $190.00 in memory of Laura Plautz on her birthday from Bob & Jolene Plautz 
 $190.00 in celebration of our 24th wedding anniversary from Buce & Janet Schaefer 
 $190.00 in celebration of Ervin Herdt’s 86th birthday, August 7, from his family 
 $20.00 in memory of Roger Hinner from Darrel & Melissa Dengel

New Boiler Fund 
 $10.00 in memory of Melita Hall from Ruth Buck 
 $20.00 in memory of Melita Hall from Nancy & Tom Seidel 
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Betty Krause 
 $25.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Mark & Sally Woller 
 $100.00 in memory of Jerry Plautz ... on August 10 he would have turned 80 years old ... from Carol Plautz 
 $60.00 in memory of Carl Frick for our 60th wedding anniversary on August 27 from Lissette Frick 
 $25.00 in memory of Donald (Hon) Radke from Sandy & Bill Beaudry 
 $310.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Family & Friends 
 $20.00 in memory of Tyler Holbach on his August 19 birthday from Gerald & Carol Duwe 
 $10.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Gary & Jill Mosser 
 $20.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Gary & Jill Mosser

Choir & Music Fund 
 $125.00 in memory of Don Radke from Patsy & Dan Pick 

SPECIAL GIFTS

The Green Team is happy 
to provide you with energy 
saving, and often money 
saving, tips and ideas to 
reduce, reuse, and recycle 
... for a cleaner, better, more 
sustainable environment ... 
for our future, our world, 
and the world we leave for 
our kids.

A Great Green Idea
Reduce your junk mail. The 
average person receives 40 
pounds of junk mail per year. Call 
the phone number on the back 
of catalogs you don’t want and 
ask to be taken off the mailing 
list. You can also register for 
services that reduce the amount 
of junk mail you receive.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Climate Change as Spiritual Conflict

We hear more and more these days 
about the fact that we are setting 

up future generations to live on an 
impoverished planet. One that will have 
resources that are not only limited but 
polluted and filled with chemicals and 
trash, degraded soil, and climate change. 

We keep finding ourselves asking the question, who is in charge 
of advocating for them?

Sallie McFaye is a christian theologian. She offers the idea that 
the world is God’s body and that the tragedies such as climate 
change are a sign that something is profoundly shaken in that 
body. Sallie, along with many other activists and theologians, 
suggest that we start to view climate change as a spiritual conflict. It is being suggested recently that the answer 
to the above question might be communities of faith. At the very least, these communities could be a really 
good place to start a movement. 

Aside from showing up at the polls and voting for change, how do we, as people of faith and with a commitment 
to God, live our lives in a way that can bring healing to what Sallie refers to as “the body of God?” First, we 
can start by embracing the idea of our oneness. Understanding interdependence is possibly the piece that will 
bring great health not only to our physical and emotional relationship to the planet but to ourselves and each 
other. Once this is acknowledged and understood, we can move into paying attention to how the environment 
works and how our actions are related to it. 

Some folks think in order to take a spiritual approach we must possess mystic qualities. This just is not the case. 
One only needs a curious mind and an open heart to understand what it means to be spiritual. Here are some 
steps that you can start using to be part of the spiritual healing of our planet:

• Make a commitment to connect with nature

• Create that time alone

• Find a good space

• Relax and observe

• Communicate

Einstein made the claim that we cannot solve a problem with the same level of consciousness that created it. Let 
us work as people of faith to make appropriate lifestyle changes for the well being of our planet and it’s future 
inhabitants. Remember, your positive action and participation will likely have a ripple effect. 

- The Saint Stephens Green Team

P.S.  One member of our team has shared one of her spiritual/healing stories on the next page. Please read. 
Then think about, and perhaps share:  What do your healing stories look and sound like?

What does 
healing our 
planet look 
like to you?

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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I have always felt a profound connection to the water 
and, until very recently, never took the time to 

understand why. Some time last year I found myself 
sitting in a puddle of grief by the river at the Council 
Grounds watching the water slam into a small island 
that sits alone just past the dam. My attention was 
drawn to a fawn starting to drift with the current. Not 
far behind, I saw her mother splashing to catch up and 
get her back on solid ground. 

This interaction between the momma and her baby 
left me pondering on what happens to that water 
as it slams up against that island. Do the atoms and 
molecules somehow split, and if so, do they ever meet 
the same particles back at the other end to reconnect? 
Now, anyone who took freshman science probably 
understands that this is not how the science behind 
H2O works, but I was left with my ideas and thoughts 
nonetheless. In that moment, I sat in complete 
relationship with my grief, the water, the momma, and 
her baby. 

Since that time, I have spent time researching the 
science and spirituality of water. I have learned that 
water molecules make up the shape of ripples in the 
water, but that each molecule stays roughly where it 
is while the waves move on. The more I learn about 
it, the more I understand my connection to it and why 
being in or near it leaves me with a sense of being held. 
It seems that the more I learn about it and the more 
time I spend in relationship with it, the more aware I 
am of ITS need and MY need to be cared for and my 
willingness to want to do just that. 

I wonder if this is what it means to be spiritually 
connected. I wonder if building relationships with 
nature such as these is what it takes to solve our Earth’s 
spiritual conflicts and heal the body of God. 

I invite you to spend some time connecting to our 
community this way. It may very well bring about the 
restoration we are all seeking.

Blessings,

Melissa Butler

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. 

Simply call Tina in the church office in advance so she 
can get them ready for you. She can also email you a 
copy if that is is more convenient. 

Minutes and Treasurer’s Reports are available beginning 
the Friday after each Council meeting, after the Council 
has reviewed the financial reports and approved them. 

The Food Pantry wants 
to thank everyone for 

their food and monetary 
donations. Thank you for 
remembering the Food 

Pantry.

ROAD CONSTRUCTION IS COMING
Sometime yet this year (we haven’t been told exactly 
when), the City of Merrill will be replacing the 
pavement, curb, and gutter and sanitary sewer and 
storm sewer on Poplar Street from East First Street to 
East Fourth Street. That means that the road between 
the parsonage and city hall (Poplar Street) will be torn 
up, and we will not be able to use the Office Parking 
Lot exit. For this reason, when that construction begins 
and we are not able to exit onto Poplar Street, we will 
close the Office Parking Lot temporarily and visitors to 
the church will need to park on the street. 

We realize this will be an inconvenience, but progress 
always is. It’s that two steps forward, one step back 
thing.

Again, we are not certain when that will take place, but 
we wanted to make everyone aware of it in advance.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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We will get 
through this 

TOGETHER even 
if we are APART. 

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,) 
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits, 
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the 
hospital. We want to be there for you.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!

1
2
3
Click on the Give tab on the top right menu 

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.net

Scroll down and click on the Donate Now 
button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Cliff Williams
Vice President Christopher Stamm
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Cheryl Buck
  Beth Houle
  Chris Stevenson
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Bonnie Koelsch
  Paula McIntyre
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Youth Rep Alex Goetsch
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

Can’t attend in-person worship on Call 
Sunday, September 20? Pick up a paper 
ballot in advance outside Door #1 on 
Saturday, September 19, between 11:00 AM 
and 4:00 PM. Complete it at the conclusion 
of worship on Sunday, September 20, and 
drop it back off in the ballot collection box 
between 10:00 AM and 12:30 PM to cast 
your vote.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
tina@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.TH

E 
IN

TE
R

PR
ET

ER
ST

 S
TE

PH
EN

S 
U

N
IT

ED
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 O

F 
C

H
R

IS
T ST STEPHENS UCC US POSTAGE PAID 

903 E SECOND ST NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED MERRILL WI 54452-2576

Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Subscribe to The Interpreter
If you don’t already receive The Interpreter, we invite 
you to let us know, and we will be happy to send it to 
you either by mail or email, whichever you prefer! Email 
subscribers will also receive our weekly email updates 
between monthly editions of The Interpreter ... a great 
bonus! Call Tina in the office (715.536.7322) ... or:

Sign up/subscribe yourself here: 

https://ststephensucc.net/resources/newsletters 

&

Worship with us Sunday mornings  
at 9:00 AM ...  

Listen on the Radio or Join us for our  
Livestream on Facebook!

“WE ARE THE CHURCH”

facebook.com/
ststephensunitedchurchofchrist/

mailto:angela@ststephensucc.net
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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