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August 2020
God Got There First

On July 21, I went to the hospital in Wausau to make visits with two 
parishioners who had been hospitalized. As I made my way to the first 
member, I learned that she was in surgery, so I stayed and talked with 

her daughter. Then a doctor came and gave the daughter and I the devastating 
news that she did not survive the surgery. I was thankful to God that I was there 
to comfort the daughter as she called family and said her goodbyes to her mother. 
I was thankful that I could be there instead of having the daughter hear this news 
alone.

But as I’ve reflected back on this, one thing has stood out to me, and that is 
something I said to the daughter to comfort her:  That her mother was not alone. 
What I said was, “She wasn’t alone; God was with her.” And that’s the truth; God 
got there first!

God got there first. It’s important that we always remember this, not just during a 
pandemic.

But what exactly does it mean? God got there first means that God is always with 
us wherever we go. It means that God is the first one with us when we enter 
a room. It’s as Genesis 28:15 says, “Behold, I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go and will bring you back. For I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have promised you.”

God got there first is not to be confused with putting God first; that’s something 
totally different. 

God got there first refers to this:  As a minister, it is often believed that I or any 
ordained clergy or lay persons of the church bring God with us, but that isn’t 
true, because before I or anyone comes into a home, hospital room, or room at a 
nursing or assisted living home, God is there before anyone else is. God isn’t just 
in the church, and God got there first recognizes that.

On that Tuesday. I know the daughter and I both found comfort in knowing that 
her mother was not alone as she took her last breaths. We can find comfort that 
we are never alone. I am reminded of our elderly members during COVID, who 
miss the church and who at times have felt abandoned. To those elderly members 
I say, remember that God is with you; you have not been abandoned.

God got there first. It’s a saying like this that has equipped us with the ability to 
have communion from our homes during COVID. It’s the reason that our homes 
have become our sanctuaries for the time being. It’s how we know that even if 
we’ve been quarantined, that we are not alone.

Friends, whether we are in our homes, or in nursing or assisted living homes, or in 
a hospital, God got there first! And we can find hope and peace in that.

Peace, Love, and Health,
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Call the church office

TACO TUESDAYS LOOK A LOT DIFFERENT
Taco Tuesdays look a lot different this year. In fact, what 
has traditionally become known as Taco Tuesday (the 
Saint Stephens “go to” lunch option for the Tuesday 
summer free Lunch in the Park for area kids) isn’t tacos 
at all this year. Rather, we needed to adapt to a brown 
bag option for kids to pick up via drive-through or walk 
up at Christ United Methodist Church for this summer 
in light of the many changes due to COVID. So ... we 
went with an easier option:  Chef Boyardee mini meals. 
As a result, we haven’t needed as many volunteers this 
summer. Much thanks to those volunteers who are 
helping:  Kelly Wallace, Kris Smith, Bonnie Koelsch, 
Sally Woller, Dan Pick, and Penny Hommerding. The 
last day for this summer’s Kids Outreach summer meals 
for our team will be Tuesday, August 25. Here’s hoping 
summer 2021 will see a return to Taco Tuesdays!

PHASES OF RE-OPENING
Saint Stephens Church Office continues to re-open 
in phases, as outlined in our complete “Plan for Re-
Opening the Church” on page 11. We are still hoping 
and praying about resuming worship in the sanctuary 
without restriction to the number of attendees. It’s 
very important that we be able to open for worship 
and maintain our commitment to welcoming all, and 
turning no one away. A tentative re-opening date of 
Sunday, September 13, 2020, has been identified for 
resuming in-person worship, and this would also be 
our Fall Kickoff Sunday, which would be an awesome 
combination. Please understand, however, this date is 
not carved in stone. Rather, your Church Council will 
meet monthly and reassess at each of their meetings, 
and they will use local health department data and 
CDC data and guidelines to determine whether church 
can and will begin earlier than that date or whether 
that date needs to be re-evaluated and pushed off a bit. 
Much will depend on how COVID cases unfold over 
the summer.

Scrip is available for purchase in the office when the 
office is staffed. Tina, Kim, Tim, and Rev. Lucas are all 
trained and can assist you as needed.

The sanctuary is accessible for private prayer time 
anytime during regular office hours. Use Door #1. 
Please let office staff know you will be in the sanctuary 
and then exit again through Door #1 when you leave. If 
you feel comfortable, feel free to stop a moment to chat 
with staff. We’ve missed you as much as you’ve missed 
being here!

Memorial Day through Labor Day:

 Monday - Thursday:  8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
 Friday:  8:00 AM - 11:00 PM
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AN UPDATE FROM THE SEARCH TEAM
In April, 2019, after Pastor Carnes informed Church & Ministry that he and his family were 
leaving us to return to Michigan, we immediately formed a Search Team for a new Senior Pastor. 

The Search Team was made up of 10 members:  6 from Church & Ministry, 2 from Church Council, and 2 from the 
congregation at large.  A sub committee of that group was then created to write a profile of our congregation. This is the 
document that is submitted into the national UCC search process for pastors who may be looking for a new position.

After Pastor Carnes left Merrill in early July, our profile was submitted, and the Search was on. Over the course 
of the last year, we received 22 profiles from all over the United States. The Search Team has not taken their task 
lightly. Our role has been to comb through each of these 22 profiles and to consider all the candidates and the 
needs of our entire church, from new babies to the elders, from worship to missions, from systems management 
to leadership, and Christian education to pastoral care. So many factors come into play; it is difficult and 
often overwhelming. We have held countless meetings, both in person and via Zoom, to facilitate this process. 

Some of these 22 profiles were dismissed out of hand, several informal phone interviews 
were conducted, and several formal interview processes were held here in Merrill. Your 
Search Team has spent a combined total of over 500 hours in this process to date. 

Forming a team of ten members, honoring the thoughts and perspectives of all, and then 
slowly working into a unit is a transformational process. When that group all starts speaking the 
same language, we know we are close to reaching our destination, and that recently occurred. 

After reading through his profile, doing internet and reference research, and conducting a phone interview, the 
team invited the Reverend Mike Southcombe to spend a weekend with us for some informal, social time and 
an extensive formal interview. Following that weekend, the team met to process our experience. Here are some 
of the comments team members shared to describe Reverend Southcombe as we fell into optimistic agreement:

• “Unflappable” 
• “Speaks from the heart”
• “In tune with the church of the future”
• “Experience with settled church position, association 

and conference levels, mediation and conflict resolution, 
chaplaincy, and interim work”

• “Solution based”
• “Uses ‘empower’ to describe philosophy for working with 

others”

Your Search Team has fulfilled its task and has made a choice 
for Senior Pastor, and voted unanimously to submit our Senior 
Minister candidate to Church & Ministry. Church & Ministry has 
considered the candidate, and voted unanimously to submit 
his name to Council for consideration as our Senior Minister.

Members of the Search Team and Church & Ministry made 
a presentation to Council on July 13, and Council voted to 
bring our candidate forward at a Congregational Call Meeting, 
which will be tentatively scheduled for September 20, 2020.  

Altogether, more than twenty-five lay leaders within our congregation 
have voted to call Pastor Mike Southcombe to be the next Senior Pastor 
of Saint Stephens United Church of Christ. September 18-20, 2020, has 
been tentatively set for our candidating weekend, including Reverend 
Mike Southcombe preaching at our September 20 worship service and 
culminating in a Congregational Call Meeting and vote. More details 
will be shared soon. Please mark your calendars and prayerfully consider this exciting transition for Saint Stephens.

   - Gary Schwartz and Kelly Wallace, Search Team Co-Chairs

Search Announcement Poem 
   By Kelly Wallace

Searches aren’t easy 
They take patience and learning, 
Time, and persistence 
While the congregants are yearning, 
The team has studied 
And talked up and down
To find the best candidate 
For our church and our town 
We’re pleased to reveal that 
We’ve come to agree 
On Pastor Mike Southcombe 
We hope you’ll soon see 
His skills and experience 
Suit the needs of our parish 
And will nicely complement 
Pastor Lucas whom we cherish.
Stay tuned for more info 
As we continue to share, 
For a tranquil transition 
We welcome your prayer.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2020
Vacation Bible School (VBS) was different this summer, 
for sure! But the kids still had a lot of fun! Dozens of 

“VBS To Go” Boxes were picked up in early July and 
provided a week (or more!) of delightful fun, projects, 
and treats for little ones ages Pre-K through Grade 4.

Some of our littlest members were especially delighted 
with their boxes. Take a peek at some of the images we 
received from parents!

“ ... my dear friend, Heidi, gave my daughter, Lucy, 
one of the activity boxes from the church. I just 
wanted to let you know how much she enjoyed 
the crafts and learning. ... Thank you again!”

- Tamara Marczak

“Ava dropped off a sign for a friend 
who was coming home for a visit!”

- Michelle Salter

TACKLING SOME PROJECTS!
We’re taking advantage of this time to do some projects 
and long-awaited updates. Take a peek! Our Facilities 
Manager, Tim Ruprecht, has been hard at work. Among 
his recent projects ... all the doors at Door #2 got a 
fresh coat of paint and the old handles were replaced 
with stylish black plates, as these doors are Exit Only; 
the doors at Door #3 got a fresh coat of paint.; and 
the bench outside Door #1  was repainted 
and the name plaque on it got a polish.

Volunteers have been weeding and watering flowers 
on the property, and the church is looking very inviting. 
We are getting things ready in anticipation of the day 
when we will once again welcome everyone to worship! 

Alli Bolton is making 
her instrument ... she’s 
enjoying her VBS To Go 
activities in Texas! (Alli 
is the daughter of Kelly 
Krembs Hutchison, our 
former Admin. Asst.)
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Treats, painting, making instruments:
“They are great! And I love 
my new coloring book!”
  - Brooklyn

“We did not build the most 
stable boat, but Brooklyn had 
a good time decorating it!!”

- Jennifer Oestreich

We’re so glad to see all those smiles! It looks like VBS 
To Go was a big hit! Who says a pandemic has to 

stop our Vacation Bible School fun?!
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CONDOLENCES
We extend the condolences of the Christian faith to the 
families and friends of those who passed away during 
late June and during July, 2020:

Barbara A. Bauer - June 20, 2020 
Melita J. Hall - July 21, 2020 

Anthony Rothmeyer - July 25, 2020 
Dorothy Berndt - July 27, 2020

We realize grief is particularly difficult during this time of 
isolation. Please reach out to us by phone if we can help 
... Rev. Lucas is happy to speak with you and provide 
support during this difficult time. Several options are 
available for funeral services as we phase to re-open.

Please call the office at 715.536.7322 or email Rev. 
Lucas to set up an appointment to talk in his office or 
by telephone. You can email Rev. Lucas at:  lucas@
ststephensucc.net.

FREE Hymnals, 
Bibles, Children’s 
Bibles, and other 

Books

Come and take 
a look. Cart is 
located outside 
of Door #1 during 
normal office 
hours. Feel free 
to take anything 
from this cart.

Tell your friends! 
Anyone can come & get a hymnal or Bible!

AUGUST SERMON SERIES

Last year in August, you might remember that I did 
a sermon series on Eunuchs in the Bible. Well, it’s 

August once again, and I am doing another sermon 
series this year. Our sermon series, from August 9 
through August 30, will be:  “The Parables of Disney.”

For this sermon series, I will be using some of Disney’s 
classics to see the Bible illustrated in them in ways 
we may not have seen before. Jesus did this; he used 
illustrations from everyday life to make his point, like 
salt and lamps and sheep and stories about ordinary 
people. So, just as the Bible speaks to the human 
condition, so too, does Disney speak to it.

This sermon series is a bit different because, while I 
will be preaching on certain Disney classics and tying 
them to the Bible, I want to encourage you all to watch 
the movie I will be talking about sometime before that 
Sunday. Keep in mind, the closer to Sunday you watch 
it, the easier it will be to remember. The schedule is as 
follows:

August 3-8:  Watch The Lion King

August 9 Sermon: “Remember Who You Are”

August 10-15:  Watch Finding Nemo

August 16 Sermon: “Just Keep Swimming”

August 17-22:  Watch Beauty and the Beast

August 23 Sermon: “Tale as Old as Time”

August 24-29:  Watch Aladdin

August 30 Sermon: “Diamond in the Rough”

- Rev. Lucas

MID-YEAR CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
If you made a donation to Saint Stephens between 
January 1, 2020, and mid July, 2020, you should have 
received a contribution statement in the mail about 
a week ago. If you donated and have not received 
a statement, please contact the office. Also, if your 
address has changed since the beginning of the year 
and you have not already notified the office, please 
call to let us know your new address. Thank you!

Mark your calendars!
Call Sunday for the Rev. Michael 

Southcombe is tentatively scheduled 
for Sunday, September 20.

(Please see Page 3) 
More information to come!
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WORSHIPING TOGETHER ... Because:

We are the Church. No matter where we meet.

It’s not about the building; it’s about the people. And 
it’s not about people gathering together in person ... it’s 
about gathering together ... in spirit and in shared time 
and worship, praise and song ... even if we are each in 

our own homes. #StayHome

So JOIN US for WORSHIP:

Sundays @ 9:00 AM on WJMT, 96.3 FM Radio 
or LIVE via LiveStream on Facebook:

(https://www.facebook.com/ststephensunitedchurchofchrist)
(Scroll down to find the LIVE stream) 

Get a copy of the Sunday Bulletin to follow along at: 
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

Wednesdays @ “Any Time”  
A different, more contemplative style of Worship

Pre-Recorded Worship - Check it Out
(We don’t use a Bulletin for Wednesdays) 

Messages on our Website:
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

PS:  If you miss the LiveStream broadcast, you can still 
watch and worship anytime on Facebook 

And on our YouTube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCrvmdioKL3QcgS6UMy_XSRQ 

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships

August 30 
September 20 
October 25 

November 1, 8 
December 6, 13, 27

Call 715.575.3191 or email:  tina@ststephensucc.net if 
you would like to sponsor an available broadcast.

RADIO SPONSORSHIPS
The August Radio Broadcasts are sponsored as follows:

Sunday, August 2:  In memory of Ferdinand & Verna 
Krause and Walter & Adelia Kottke and loved ones 
from Phil & Carol Krause.

Sunday, August 9:  In honor of our 50th wedding 
anniversary and in memory of our parents, Emil & 
Lauretta Wengeler and Hugo & Ruth Koeller from Bill 
& Joanne Wengeler.

Sunday, August 16:  In celebration of Phyllis Fausch’s 
birthday on August 16 from her grandchildren.

Sunday, August 23:  In celebration of our 50th 
wedding anniversary from Bill & Sandy Beaudry.

Sunday, August 30:  Unsponsored at the time of this 
printing. If you would like to sponsor this broadcast, 
please call the office.

Thank you for your sponsorship! As we strive to “Be The 
Church” outside of our sanctuary, our radio broadcasts 
and LiveStream on social media (Facebook) are more 
important than ever!

P.S. Radio Sponsorships are filling up fast through the 
end of the year. (See below.) If you would like to sponsor 
a particular date, please see below for available dates. 
If you would like to help support radio sponsorship in 
general, feel free to donate any amount and mark it 
Radio Sponsorship and that will be applied toward any 
unsponsored broadcasts.

Remember ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING  

to use in place of cash!

Scrip is available for purchase in 
 the office. Call ahead to ensure  

staff and card availability.
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SILENT AUCTION
During COVID-19, we’ve been doing some “house cleaning” at church, so our Silent Auction is back! This month 
we have the below items available for auction. It’s going to work a little differently due to the times we are in. 
All items are located in the office and will have a “silent auction” type bid sheet placed near each one. Anyone 
interested in acquiring any of these items should stop in the office during office hours OR call the church office 
(715.536.7322) to place a bid on any item. 

Bids will be accepted in even $1 increments.  There is a MINIMUM opening bid on each item. Each of the below 
items will be considered “sold” to whomever has the highest bid as of 1:00 PM on Friday, August 14. Items with 
no bids will be sold online or donated after that date. Everything is sold “as is.” High bidders will be called and 
should plan to pick up their items from the office the week of August 17-21. 

ITEMS AVAILABLE THIS MONTH
Items available for auction at this time, pictured below:  

1) Sanyo DVD Player & Video Cassette Recorder DVW-7100 ... with an opening bid of $30.00 (additional bids in 
$2.00 increments); 2) 36 1/4” x 24 1/8” Barricks Mfg. Chalkboard with chalk tray ... with an opening bid of $15.00 
(additional bids in $1.00 increments); 3) Cornucopia with faux fruit ... with an opening bid of $2.00 (additional 
bids in $1.00 increments); 4) Vintage Kodak Carousel 650 Slide Projector in case with extra bulb, carousels, slide 
photos - one price takes all! ... with an opening bid of $45.00 (additional bids in $2.00 increments); 5) Vintage 
Duo 8 Automatic Movie Projector 852 from Montgomery Wards with retail box ... with an opening bid of $50.00 
(additional bids in $2.00 increments) 6) Vintage Bell & Howell Autoload 16mm Filmosound Projector Model 1590 
... with an opening bid of $60 (additional bids in $5.00 increments); 7) Aqua Vintage Bessler Opaque Projector 
2903 with case on wheels ... with an opening bid of $30.00 (additional bids in $5.00 increments); 8) Two Fender 
Electronics Speakers Model 112-ELC, power rating 100W with parallel inputs ... with an opening bid of $60.00 
(additional bids in $5.00 increments)  (Feel free to buy and resell at a profit on ebay!)

2

3
1

4

5
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Thank you for your support of our Silent 
Auctions. They are a great way to:
1. Declutter the church buildings and remove 

things that are no longer used or needed;
2. Give everyone in the congregation equal 

“dibs” on obtaining any of these items; 
3. Share a piece of Saint Stephens history with 

others; and
4. Generate additional income for the church.

PRAYING TOGETHER ... on our WEBSITE
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to sit together again and pray for and with each other? To share 
our special intentions side by side? To talk at Coffee Hour and share our worries with a 
good friend, to ask them to pray for you? 

While we cannot yet gather together, we can pray together. And for each other. And for 
the special intentions of anyone who wishes to share these prayer requests. 

There now is a “Prayer” page on our website. It’s showcased on our Home page and 
easy to locate by clicking on the “Prayer” button right next to the Home button. Take a 
look!

Read the prayer requests of others and pause to pray for them. Submit your prayer 
requests and allow friends and neighbors to pray for you. Let us pray together and for one another. Please check 
it out.      www.ststephensucc.net
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OUR COMMUNITY GROWS THROUGH BAPTISM
Evelyn Ann Drake was baptized into the community 
of Saint Stephens on Sunday, July 19, 2020. Evelyn is 
the daughter of Tyler & Maria Drake and little sister of 
Dawson and Sawyer. Godparents are Trista Hess, Tyler 
Hess, and Trina Knospe. Evelyn is photographed on 
the afghan she received from Saint Stephens in honor 
of her baptism. (Thank you, prayer shawl team!)

A NEW ARRIVAL!
Congratulations to Danielle & David Breaman on 
the birth of their son, Cole Randall Breaman, born 
on May 22, 2020, weighing 9 pounds 7 ounces and 
measuring 20 inches long. Welcome to the world, Cole! 
Congratulations to Emersyn on becoming a big sister, 
and best wishes to the entire Breaman family!

A NEW ARRIVAL!
Congratulations to Makayla & Ryan Golisch  on the 
birth of their son, Jameson Daniel Golisch, born on 
Wednesday, June 24, 2020, weighing exactly 8 pounds 
and measuring 21.5 inches long. Welcome to the world, 
Jameson! 

Special congratulations to Jameson’s parents on their 
marriage on July 18, 2020. Congratulations Mr. & Mrs. 
Ryan & Makayla Golisch! Wonderful wishes for the 
entire Golisch family! So much to celebrate!

Baby News!

A NEW ARRIVAL!
Congratulations to Andrew & Courtney Mahn on 
the birth of their son, Evan Thomas Mahn, born on 
December 31, 2019, weighing 8 pounds 5 ounces. We 
are a bit late in receiving this news with all of the COVID 
stuff going on. But we wanted to share it with all of you 
when we found out! 

Evan’s Mom reports he is now a healthy 19 pounds, 7 
ounces, at age 7 months. Where has the time gone? 
Welcome to the world, Evan, and congratulations to the 
Mahn family!



Revised June 9, 2020

Plan for Re-Opening the Church
Phase 1 - Stay at Home Lifted          Date Effective: May 18, 2020
When the stay at home order has been lifted by the state, all nonessential staff who are currently 
working from their homes will return to work at the church with their regular scheduled hours. The 
wearing of masks is optional, but not required for staff.
Door #1 will no longer be permanently locked and the buzzer no longer used to let people in during 
normal church operation hours, except for after the church closes. Visitors are welcomed to stop by 
the church, appointments are encouraged, and are asked to keep within the proper social distancing 
guidelines. One or two volunteers for the office may be used as needed and willing.

Phase 2 - Opening to Church Committees        Date Effective: May 18, 2020
Upon council approval, all church committees, such as church council, may again begin meeting at the 
church for church business, mainitaining social gathering and distancing guidelines. Council asks that 
committees use the following spaces for meeting: the sanctuary, youth room, and fellowship hall. At this 
time, weddings and funerals may be held in the sanctuary again but must keep to social gathering size 
and social distancing guidelines.

Phase 3 - Opening the Church to Groups        Date Effective: June 15, 2020
Upon council approval, groups in the church, such as youth group, and in the community, such as 
Alcoholics Anonymous and Reboot, will be allowed access to the building once again and the groups 
may return to their regular schedules at their own discretion, while maintaining social distancing and 
gathering sizes.

Upon council approval, volunteers will be allowed access to the building. This means the counters, 
collaters, and any other church volunteers can resume their responsibilities.

Phase 4 - Opening for in-person Worship    Tentative Date: September 13, 2020
Upon council approval, in-person worship will resume in the sanctuary on Wednesdays and Sundays. 
The sanctuary will also become available for funerals and weddings without restrictions on gathering 
size. However, there will be limitations to what will happen during worship (see phase 5)

**This phase cannot and will not take place until limits to social gathering size allow for everyone in the 
congregation to worship together

Phase 5 - Elements of Worship Return     Elements Effective Dates Vary
Upon council approval, particular parts of worship may return to the Sunday liturgy, this includes 
Passing of Peace, choir practice and choir singing, congregational singing, passing the offering plate, 
handing out bulletins, and communion by intinction or passing in pews. Coffee Hour may return at 
a designated time as well. It is at the council’s discretion to bring elements back as they see fit and to 
annouce as each returns.
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MORE FATHER’S DAY TRIBUTES/UPDATES

The following Father’s Day Tributes were received after the July edition was printed ... 
In Memory of ...
In memory of Rev. Max Schmidt, Paul Schmidt, Dave Schmidt, and Phil Schmidt from Stephanie Hazelwood 
(Round Rock, Texas) 

In Honor of ...
Jon Perry from Randy Perry
Corey Dornback from Randy Perry

CORRECTION
We will also like to publish a correction to the July edition. The last name on one of our “In Honor of ...” Father’s 
Day Tribute entries should have read:
In Honor of .... 
Ervin Herdt ... sponsored by ... Connie Gulke and Christine Imhoff

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT OF ATTENDING LAY ACADEMY?  
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
Registration is now available for Faith Foundations 1 and Leadership 
Skills (formerly called Lay Academy). If you, or someone you know, 
is interested in attending, here is the link to learn more and/or to 
register:  https://the-damascus-project.org/20-21-offerings

In light of the Coronavirus, the cost has been adjusted, and a group 
rate is available. So if you are considering attending, you can also 
contact Tina or Rev. Lucas to express your interest so we can register 
you with other interested members and save you some money.

This year’s Faith Foundations and Leadership Skills courses are only 
$375 for a full year of learning and growth. Two or three individuals 
from the same congregation or from partnering congregations can register for just $600. Each additional member 
beyond three is just $125 per person.  

Those who are considering pursuing licensing or ordination via a non-seminary path and Members-In-Discernment 
may want to sign up for the “Assessment Level” of Faith Foundations for an additional charge. This option 
offers the same benefits of the Faith Foundations curriculum, plus a more robust learning experience – deeper 
assignments, extra time with instructors and Damascus Project co-directors, and evaluation according to the 
UCC Marks of Ministry (appropriate for submission to Committees on Ministry). Total cost is $800. An option for 
paying in installments is available.

Dear Members of Saint Stephens,
The Visitation Team is active during this pandemic. Although we cannot make personal 
visits, we will make phone calls and write short notes to our shut-ins. Once the pandemic 
has ended, we will again make home visits, nursing home visits, share communion, and 
make contact with patients after surgeries or those with non-contagious illness. Please 
notify the church office (715.536.7322) of any member who would like to be added to 
our visitation list. 

We are also looking for new members to join our group. If you like to visit and are a 
caring person, please contact the church office to let us know of your interest. The 
members we visit really enjoy the company. Thank you.

- Saint Stephens Visitation Team



We want to acknowledge and celebrate  
your special days, and we’re starting with  

birthdays! Send your church friends birthday  
wishes, whether in person, via email, or by  

sending one of those wonderful cards you can  
hold in your hands by mail!  

August 23 Bryce Bloch
August 24 Gerald Duwe
August 24 Dale Krause
August 24 Mary Schwartz
August 24 Timothy Seidler
August 24 Nick Oslage
August 25 Susan Zastrow
August 26 Robert Koth
August 26 Rose Pierce
August 26 Austin Doering
August 27 Trenton Lapsenberg
August 27 Janie Rowe
August 28 Gregory Kloss
August 28 Korbin Weiland
August 29 Emerson Iwen
August 29 Terry Kasper
August 29 Beaver Plautz
August 30 Sheila Anderson
August 30 Taylor Hudzinski
August 30 Nora Leistikow
August 30 Janessa Weisman
August 31 Karen Monti
August 31 Stephannie Pajtash
August 31 Finlee Lange-Peronto
August 31 Kelsey Messerschmidt
August 31 Sawyer Drake

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU!

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

August 1 Sue Catlin
August 1 Michael Catlin
August 1 Beth Frick
August 1 Sara Luedtke
August 1 Kathryn Vandre
August 1 Robert Frisch
August 1 Cheryl Kanitz
August 1 Ellie Ament
August 2 Kenneth Mootz
August 2 Jennifer Oestreich
August 2 Lilly Kunkel
August 2 Brendan Gille
August 2 Weldon Leist
August 2 Ian Fry
August 2 Brodie Fry
August 3 Brad Hinner
August 3 Willow Kultgen
August 4 Donna Frisch
August 4 Dave Meyer
August 4 Brad Matthias
August 4 Lydia Hanson
August 4 Eric Maluegge
August 4 Nicholas Hoeft
August 4 Phyllis Reinhardt
August 4 Phoebe Lefeber
August 5 Reuben Grund
August 5 Sally Oberg
August 5 Cory Slagoski
August 6 Jeffrey Anderson
August 6 Chelsey Dengel
August 6 Piper Plautz
August 6 Collin Gennrich
August 7 Ervin Herdt
August 7 Harold Hopp
August 7 Matthew Duwe
August 7 Maddox Lammerding
August 7 Liberty Ferguson
August 7 Willow Ferguson
August 8 Molly Natzke
August 9 Cherie Kultgen
August 9 Brayden Rajek
August 10 Dawson Drake

August 10 Katie Knospe
August 11 Cheryl Buck
August 11 BJ Gruling
August 12 Peter Bergh
August 12 Kamryn Klade
August 13 Eli Duerkop
August 13 Justice Lange
August 14 Jerry Zastrow
August 15 Brody Gehrke
August 15 Darlyn Klug
August 15 Kinzie Stevenson
August 15 Scott Brandenburg
August 16 Phyllis Fausch
August 16 Emma Pajtash
August 16 Chris Stevenson
August 17 Karen Diels
August 17 Jodi Golisch
August 17 Ralph Wangen
August 17 Elsie Fry
August 18 Jeffrey Hanig
August 18 James Vair
August 18 Lori Simonis
August 19 Nancy Seidel
August 20 Jerry Geiss
August 20 Barbara Bauer
August 20 Tyler Drake
August 20 Gabriella Wheeler
August 21 Sharon Detert
August 21 Patricia Luedtke
August 21 Lori Radke
August 21 Carrie Jo Nelson
August 21 Marcus Slagoski
August 22 Lee Gille
August 22 Sandi Krueger
August 22 Glynis Schroeder
August 22 Aimee Gennrich
August 22 Michelle Roberge
August 22 Sally Tesch
August 22 Lori Anderson-Malm
August 23 Nancy Kasper
August 23 Dominic Leistikow
August 23 Molly Lyon
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

NOW! 
 $25.00 in memory of Al Geiss for his June birthday and Father’s Day from Jeff & Sue Kraft 
 $25.00 in memory of Robert Kraft for his 100th birthday June 23 and Father’s Day from Jeff & Sue Kraft 
 $20.00 in loving memory of my Dad, Carlos Berndt, on Father’s Day from Kathy Case 
 $50.00 in memory of Delores Hass for her July birthday from Kristine Smith 
 $100.00 in memory of Bill Storm’s 80th birthday on August 3 from Charmaine

Memorial Fund  
 $10.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Betty Krause 
 $50.00 in memory of husband, Dennis Pfotenhauer, for his birthday June 22 from Bonnie Pfotenhauer 
 $15.00 in memory of husband, Dennis, on the 15th anniversary of his passing from Bonnie Pfotenhauer 
 $20.00 in honor of Bill & Sandy Beaudry’s 50th anniversary from Linda Hass 
 $25.00 in memory of Norman Ziemke from Randy Perry 
 $40.00 in memory of Eleanor Fehlberg from Dale & Jackie Kuck 
 $20.00 in memory of Dad, Lylas Berndt, for Father’s Day from Dennis & Sharon Woller 
 $10.00 in memory of Eleanor Fehlberg from Arlo & Eunice Berndt 
 $100.00 in appreciation of all Rev. Lucas, and all the staff, have done to keep us going during these difficult 
  times from Dennis & Luann Grefe

Food For Kids 
 $100.00 in memory of Joyce Harzke from Mary Sabatke

Radio Ministry 
 $190.00 in honor of our 50th wedding anniversary and in memory of our parents, Emil & Lauretta Wengeler 
   and Hugo & Ruth Koeller 
 $200.00 in celebration of Phyllis Fausch’s birthday on August 16 from her grandchildren 
 $190.00 in memory of Art Schaefer and Phil Schaefer from the Prairie River Gang 
 $190.00 in memory of George Henrich and Gerald Henrich from the Prairie River Gang 
 $190.00 in celebration of our wedding anniversary from Bill & Sandy Beaudry 
 $190.00 in memory of our parents, Ferdinand & Verna Krause and Walter & Adelia Kottke, and loved ones 
   from Phil & Carol Krause 
 $190.00 in loving memory of son, Andy Hoffman; brother, Mark Hall; and mother, Melita Hall, from  
  Mike & Sue Hoffman and Aaron & Sara Hoffman and Family 
 $190.00 in thanks to all who have sponsored through the pandemic from Jackie Johnson

New Boiler Fund 
 $20.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Rocky & Laura Kolka 
 $20.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Lana & Bob Odegard 
 $10.00 in memory of our fathers, Leslie Sabatke, Sr., and Art Porath, on Father’s Day from Les & Pearl 
  Sabatke 
 $50.00 in loving memory of Norbert Krause for his July 11 birthday from his family 
 $10.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Arlo & Eunice Berndt 
 $20.00 in memory of Donald Forster on July 25, which would have been his 86th birthday, from Mary  
  Ann Forster 
 $100.00 in memory of Norm Ziemke for our 64th wedding anniversary which would have been on July 28  
  from Alice Ziemke

Choir & Music Fund 
 $25.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Nancy & Rich Dabbert 
 $30.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Ewald & Marilyn Katke 
 $10.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from David Plamann 

SPECIAL GIFTS

(Continued on page 15)
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 $20.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Gary & Sandy Krause  
 $500.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from the Family of Bernice Tesky 
 $50.00 in memory of Norm Ziemke from Ed & Kay Johnson 
 $5.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Joan Schroeder 
 $20.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Steven Hanson

Anniversary Fund 
 $20.00 in memory of Bev King from Lynn Henrich

St. Paul’s Cemetery Fund 
 $25.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Dennis & Ione Koehler 
 $25.00 in memory of John Westfall from Dennis & Ione Koehler 
 $25.00 in memory of loved ones from Kathy Case

SPECIAL GIFTS Continued

The Green Team is happy to 
provide you with energy saving, 
and often money saving, tips 
and ideas to reduce, reuse, and 
recycle ... for a cleaner, better, 
more sustainable environment 
... for our future, our world, and 
the world we leave for our kids.

A Great Green Idea
Regularly maintain your 
vehicle. If your vehicle is 
running correctly, the filters 
are clean, and tires correctly 
inflated, the vehicle will be 
more fuel efficient.

“Living Well with Medicare,” a free virtual education presentation, will be available online. Learn how to 
maximize your Medicare Preventive Services and utilize local Healthy Living Programs available to you. 
Presented by:  Aging & Disability Resource Center of Central Wisconsin, Jenae Belmas, Elder Benefit Specialist, 
and Peggy Kurth, Community Health Educator. This presentation is open to community members and will be 
held Tuesday, August 11, at 2:00 PM. Call (715)261-6070 or email:  adrc@adrc-cw.org to register in advance.

You Can Be a Part of the Change

For the last several years, climate change/global warming 
has received headlines all over the world. And rightly so ... 

climate change is real. In fact, 97% of climate scientists agree 
to this, including the fact that the collective actions of humans, 
past and present, are the main contributors to this crisis. We 
have only to look at the evident facts:  global temperatures are 

rising ... polar ice is melting ... sea levels are rising ... and our weather sustains severe fluctuations. Denial is no 
longer an option.

These same scientists claim there still is time to reverse the process, providing all of us (yes, the entire world) 
are willing to do that which may become necessary to reverse this process. Although many of us are doing 
our individual part (recycling, water and natural resource conservation, etc.), the practical fact is that all of 
us (individuals, corporations, business, government) will need to be directed and legally required to take the 
ncessary action in these regards ... all for the common good and all for the sake of future generations. And this 
is where we can all have a voice. 

Appropriate climate change legislation can only come through the legislative process ... and we elect our 
legislators. This year there will be a presidential election, as well as elections for federal and state senators 
and representatives. Along with other criterion that are important to you, the position on climate change by 
these candidates should also be an important part of your decision process. Policy information on all of these 
candidates is readily available. Please be guided and vote accordingly.

Thank you.

- The Saint Stephens Green Team
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Not Going Back

“How long, O Lord?” - Psalm 13:1 (NRSV)

Every third person asks me when I think we are going 
back to normal. I quip, “Never.” My neighbor mows 
his grass, asks me how I am doing, then asks about 
the return of normal. The UPS man says the same. The 
mailwoman the same. My daughter and daughters-in-
law ask the same.

I don’t mean to be mean. There is so much loss and 
already lost and not-coming-back stuff – from my regular 
way of a day, to the subway, to my grocery shopping, 
to my husband’s birthday party arrangements. Not to 
mention the way death moved into my apartment and hasn’t really left. “Did you wash your hands?” my intimates 
ask me when I walk in the door. They don’t say it nicely.

I simply want to be sure everybody understands that things weren’t that terrific in early 2020 or before.

It seemed like every weekend we had another serial killer. The climate was getting hotter and angrier. People 
actually had to form a movement to affirm, “Black Lives Matter.” DUH. Also “Me too.” DUH. The rich were getting 
richer and the poor getting poorer.

With the virus, more people see how real racism is. How real it is that women are 80% of essential workers. We 
knew these things already, but some of us didn’t recognize them. We were dying before Coronavirus, but some of 
us ignored it.

We don’t need to go back. We need to go forward. Forward to justice, forward to green, and forward to sanity.

Prayer

Help me get as excited about going forward as about going back. Amen.

by Donna Schaper

MASH Blood Drive 2020

Thursday, August 6, 2020:  8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Merrill Enrichment Center
Appointments Required! 

Call 800.280.4102 
Or go to:

communityblood.org

The Northwoods Veteran Post Facility and Never 
Forgotten Honor Flight will receive a monetary 
donation for every blood donation received. 

Plus, all donors will receive:
• A MASH t-shirt
• Lunch and refreshments
• Entry to win 1 of 3 cutting-edge technology 

packages

Please help! Blood banks need a steady supply of blood 
to save lives, but many blood drives were impacted by 
COVID-19. We are keeping you safe with safe practices. 
Learn more at the website.
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PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,) 
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits, 
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the 
hospital. We want to be there for you.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!

1
2
3
Click on the Give tab on the top right menu 

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.net

Scroll down and click on the Donate Now 
button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Cliff Williams
Vice President Christopher Stamm
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Cheryl Buck
  Beth Houle
  Chris Stevenson
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Bonnie Koelsch
  Paula McIntyre
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Youth Rep Alex Goetsch
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

Using your “extra” time to make home 
improvements, paint a room, build a new garage, 

remodel or add on to your house, add some storage 
or shelving, or redecorate? 

Don’t forget to purchase Scrip ... We usually have 
Scrip in stock for Menards, Fleet Farm, Merrill Ace 

Hardware, Walmart, and Target, among others. 
Plan ahead and let us special order large quantities 

of Scrip for you for Menards, Home Depot, and 
other stores if you’re doing a large build or remodel.

And don’t forget ... mention our Scrip program when 
shopping at Courtside Furniture, Miller’s Furniture, 

Hargrave Appliances, and Central Carpet ... if you’re 
getting new flooring, appliances, or furnishings. They 

will donate a percentage of your purchase to Saint 
Stephens ... no Scrip cards required. 

Remember ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING to use in place of cash!

Scrip is available for purchase in 
 the office. Call ahead to ensure  

staff and card availability.

Keep Calm ... and Wash Your Hands!

CELEBRATING COMMUNION 
... COMMUNION SUPPLIES
We will again celebrate 
communion together/apart on 
Sunday, August 23 ... with all 
of you participating from your 
homes. You can gather around 
home-baked bread with wine or 
crackers and juice, or you can pick up pre-packaged 
communion wafers and juice. These communion 
supplies will once again be available on the bench 
outside Door #1 at church on Saturday, August 22, from 
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM. Mark your calendars now!

We are the Church.
No matter where we meet.
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Subscribe to The Interpreter
If you don’t already receive The Interpreter, we invite 
you to let us know, and we will be happy to send it to 
you either by mail or email, whichever you prefer! Email 
subscribers will also receive our weekly email updates 
between monthly editions of The Interpreter ... a great 
bonus! Call Tina in the office (715.536.7322) ... or:

Sign up/subscribe yourself here: 

https://ststephensucc.net/resources/newsletters 

&

Worship with us Sunday mornings  
at 9:00 AM ...  

Listen on the Radio or Join us for our  
Livestream on Facebook!

“WE ARE THE CHURCH”

facebook.com/
ststephensunitedchurchofchrist/


