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July 2020Living into Our Prayers

We are halfway! Now that we are in July, we are halfway through 2020. I 
can practically hear Bon Jovi:

“Woah, we’re halfway there … Woah, livin’ on a prayer …Take my hand, 
we’ll make it I swear … Woah, livin’ on a prayer!”

These lyrics speak true to our circumstances today. Yes, we are halfway through 
2020, but I think it’s fair to say that we have spent most of the first six months “Livin’ 
on a Prayer.” From the Coronavirus to the stay at home order to protests to fighting 
for justice for all, we have really needed a lot of prayer. But can we say that we 
have been living into our prayers?

It’s okay if we aren’t; I think we all struggle with this point. Even I do. I think it’s 
because prayer is one of those things that is hard for us to get behind privately 
or even in public. Perhaps it’s because we believe we are “going to pray wrong.” 
Maybe it’s because when we go to pray, we feel antsy or fidgety or tired. Or 
because we are worried that we will run out of words or that God will somehow 
be angry with us if we pray honestly.

Still, I think prayer has lost its touch with some of us because we feel like God 
never responds to our prayer. But I wonder, is it that God didn’t respond to our 
prayer, or is it that God didn’t respond how we wanted God to respond?

Prayer is a conversation, which includes talking and listening. But we lack in the 
listening department. We gravitate back to prayer every time a tragedy hits or 
something is going on in our lives or in the world, but we forget to slow down and 
just listen. So, how then do we listen?

I think one way is to make intentional time to just be in silence. Every Sunday 
before my sermon, I invite us all into a time of silent reflection and prayer. This 
practice works best for me as a preacher because these brief moments of silence 
allow for me to just listen to God.

Another way is to pray without words. Before you say anything, yes, it is possible. 
A few years ago, I was a chaperone for a youth retreat with my home church and 
I was introduced to Praying in Color by Sybil MacBeth. To pray in color, you don’t 
need to be an artist. You just need to put a pen and colored markers or pencils on 
a piece of paper, listen, and then start moving.

These are just some ways we can live into our prayers, yet there are so many more 
ways. Nobody knows what the rest of 2020 holds for us, but we can be assured 
that there will be things to pray for and about. Our challenge for the rest of the year 
is:  How can we live into what we are praying about?

May we continue to listen to God in the midst of our lives.

Hope, Peace, and Health to you all,

If you are interested in Praying in Color by Sybil MacBeth stop in and I will share 
what I have.
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Call the church office

TACO TUESDAYS TO BEGIN IN JULY
In light of all the differences this spring, the school 
system will continue to provide meals to families until 
the end of June. As such, our Taco Tuesdays (which 
will be set up “to go” this summer from Christ United 
Methodist Church, not the park, which is another 
change) will begin on Tuesday, July 7, through Tuesday, 
August 25. If you would like to volunteer to help, we 
will need two volunteers per Tuesday beginning 
Tuesday, July 14. Please call Sally Woller at 536.9870.

CHURCH OFFICE RE-OPENING
Saint Stephens Church Office continues to re-open 
in phases, as outlined in our complete “Plan for Re-
Opening the Church” on page 11. As you will see, 
effective June 15, 2020, volunteers were once again 
welcomed back to church to resume their volunteer 
roles with regard to those activities that are back up and 
running. We’re so happy to have our office volunteers, 
collators, counters, and others back to help!

We are hoping and praying about resuming worship 
in the sanctuary without restriction to the number of 
attendees. It’s very important that we be able to open for 
worship and maintain our commitment to welcoming all, 
and turning no one away. A tentative re-opening date 
of Sunday, September 13, 2020, has been identified for 
resuming in-person worship, and this would also be 
our Fall Kickoff Sunday, which would be an awesome 
combination. Please understand, however, this date is 
not carved in stone. Rather, your Church Council will 
meet monthly and reassess at each of their meetings, 
and they will use health department data and CDC data 
and guidelines to determine whether church can and 
will begin earlier than that date or whether that date 
needs to be re-evaluated and pushed off a bit. Much will 
depend on how COVID cases unfold over the summer.

Scrip is available for purchase in the office when the 
office is staffed. Tina, Kim, Tim, and Rev. Lucas are all 
trained and can assist you as needed.

The sanctuary is accessible for private prayer time 
anytime during regular office hours. Use Door #1. 
Please let office staff know you will be in the sanctuary.
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Remember ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING  

to use in place of cash!

Scrip is available for purchase in 
 the office. Call ahead to ensure  

staff and card availability.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2020
Vacation Bible School (VBS) looks a little different this 
summer. Due to COVID-19, we’re adapting VBS to fit 
the times. It’s Vacation Bible School in a Box or, as we 
like to call it, “VBS To Go.”

“VBS To Go” Boxes will be available for children to pick 
up starting on Monday, July 6, around 9:00 AM. We 
will set them out on the bench near Door #1, and they 
will be available for pick up all week. (Note:  If it rains, 
they will be inside Door #1.)

We will have 20 boxes suitable for Pre-K and K 
children and 30+ boxes suitable for children in grades 
1 through 4. Please take the appropriate box based on 
your child’s grade.

We look forward to seeing the creativity of our Saint 
Stephens children and hope they really enjoy their 

“VBS To Go” Boxes!

BEWARE OF FRAUD & SCAMS
Beware of fraudulent emails or text messages 
appearing to come from Rev. Lucas or someone at 
the church. None of the church or Rev. Lucas’ phone 
numbers have changed. He doesn’t have a new email. 
His correct email is:  lucas@ststephensucc.net. If you 
receive texts or emails or any kind of communication 
from a different number or email, or any kind of 
communication asking you “for a favor” or to purchase 
something on his behalf (like gift cards) or to send or 
wire money for any reason, please alert the police 
department and notify Rev. Lucas or the church office. 
At least one church member has already received such 
a fraudulent message and alerted us to the problem. 

NEW BANNER
Have you driven by Saint Stephens recently? Next time 
you do, check out our new UCC Banner ... it’s all about 
LOVE! Loving our Neighbor, our Children, and all of 
Creation. “The Greatest of these is Love!”

What a beautiful, wide-open welcoming view of Saint 
Stephens! We can’t wait until we can all worship 
together again!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Dear Staats Scholarship Applicants and Graduating 
High School Seniors, 

Your High School time did not end the way you had 
envisioned. You have graduated under very trying 
circumstances, and for that your church, your families, 
and members of this congregation feel a profound 
sense of compassion for you.  

The Staats Scholarship Committee had some very hard 
decisions to make this year. The Scholarship Fund lost 
$57,000.00 between January 1, 2020, and the day we 
met to go through our scholarship award selection 
process.  

A limiting factor we had to deal with, was that it has 
always been understood that the Fund should not be 
drawn down to less than its original starting balance. 
We chose to ignore that stipulation this year. We also 
had to make a second difficult decision, to limit grants 
to just graduating high school seniors this year. Our 
reasoning in making these decisions was the hope and 
belief that the Fund will perform better over the next 
year.

Graduating seniors, we recognize that these past few 
months have been very difficult for you ... and there 
may be other difficult times ahead in your life. When 
you look back, from the future, at those difficult times 
in your life, you will see but one set of footprints in 
the sand. One set ... because Jesus did not walk beside 
you in those times ... Jesus carried you through those 
times.

- Sally Woller, Mary Staam, Gary Schwartz 

STAATS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP

& 
SHOLUND ESTATE 

SCHOLARSHIP

The Staats Memorial Scholarship is made possible by 
the Estate of Vaneta Staats and is known as the Edward 
H. Staats, Sr., and Mary Staats Memorial Scholarship, in 
honor and in memory of her parents. Staats Memorial 
Scholarships for the 2020-2021 academic year are 
Awarded to:

  Amy Goetsch    
  Emma Golisch    
  Jacob Schnabl    
  Molly Seidler    

The Sholund Estate Scholarship is made possible by 
the Estate of Alice Sholund. The funds available for this 
scholarship provides for a $1,000.00 scholarship to be 
awarded to one graduating high school senior who is 
an active member of Saint Stephens Church until the 
funds are exhausted in 2025. This year’s Sholund Estate 
Scholarship is Awarded to:

  Emma Golisch 

Congratulations to all of this year’s Scholarship 
recipients!

Congratulations to the High School Graduating
“Class of 2020”

  Kaitlin Bonnell   
  Cody Depies   
  Carl Dornbrack  
  Alex Gehrke   
  Amy Goetsch   
  Emma Golisch 
  Brady Haynes   
  Dawson Heckendorf  
  Allan Luedtke 
  Brayden Rajek 
  Jacob Schnabl 
  Molly Seidler

NEWS FROM THE KUCKS
Dale and Jackie Kuck have some good news to share 
with friends and members of Saint Stephens. The last 
medical report announced that Dale is free of cancer! 
They want to thank you for your concern and prayers, 
and for the cards and phone calls!

God is Good! And Miracles Still Happen!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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PRAYING TOGETHER ... 
on our WEBSITE
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to sit 
together again and pray for and 
with each other? To share our 
special intentions side by side? 
To talk at Coffee Hour and share 
our worries with a good friend, 
to ask them to pray for you? 

While we cannot yet gather 
together, we can pray together. 
And for each other. And for the 
special intentions of anyone who wishes to share these 
prayer requests. 

There now is a “Prayer” page on our website. It’s 
showcased on our Home page and easy to locate by 
clicking on the “Prayer” button right next to the Home 
button. Take a look!

Read the prayer requests of others and pause to pray 
for them. Submit your prayer requests and allow friends 
and neighbors to pray for you. Let us pray together and 
for one another. Please check it out.

www.ststephensucc.net

SEARCH PROCESS UPDATE
If you are like us, you may be a little anxious about our 
Search process. The Search Team recently chose to 
pause the process for 30 days during the height of the 
coronavirus issues that have affected us all. We have 
started back up now and have reviewed six profiles 
recently received. 

Please remember that it has just now been a year since 
we started. Our last two Calls for Saint Stephens took 
the Search Teams 18 months and 24 months. The team 
is invested in the process and working diligently.

- Kelly Wallace & Gary Schwartz
Co-Chairs, Search Team

CONDOLENCES
We extend the condolences of the Christian faith to the 
families and friends of those who passed away during 
the month of June, 2020:

Bernice A. Tesky ~ June 6, 2020

We realize grief is particularly difficult during this time of 
isolation. Please reach out to us by phone if we can help 
... Rev. Lucas is happy to speak with you and provide 
support during this difficult time. Several options are 
available for funeral services as we phase to re-open.

Please call the office at 715.536.7322 or email Rev. 
Lucas to set up an appointment to talk in his office or 
by telephone. You can email Rev. Lucas at:  lucas@
ststephensucc.net.

WALL OF ENCOURAGEMENT
The bulletin board across from the church office ... 
thank you for being an encouragement to us! 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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WORSHIPING TOGETHER ... Because:

We are the Church. No matter where we meet.

It’s not about the building; it’s about the people. And 
it’s not about people gathering together in person ... it’s 
about gathering together ... in spirit and in shared time 
and worship, praise and song ... even if we are each in 

our own homes. #StayHome

So JOIN US for WORSHIP:

Sundays @ 9:00 AM on WJMT, 96.3 FM Radio 
or LIVE via LiveStream on Facebook:

(https://www.facebook.com/ststephensunitedchurchofchrist)
(Scroll down to find the LIVE stream) 

Get a copy of the Sunday Bulletin to follow along at: 
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

Wednesdays @ “Any Time”  
A different, more contemplative style of Worship

Pre-Recorded Worship - Check it Out
(We don’t use a Bulletin for Wednesdays) 

Messages on our Website:
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

PS:  If you miss the LiveStream broadcast, you can still 
watch and worship anytime on Facebook 

And on our YouTube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCrvmdioKL3QcgS6UMy_XSRQ 

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships

August 2, 16, 23, 30 
September 13, 20, 27 
October 4, 11, 18, 25 

November 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
December 6, 13, 24, 27

Call 715.575.3191 or email:  tina@ststephensucc.net if 
you would like to sponsor an available broadcast.

RADIO SPONSORSHIPS
As of the printing of our May edition, the June 28 Radio 
Broadcast was unsponsored. Since that publication, 
however, the Sunday, June 28, was sponsored in 
memory of John (Jack) Swope for his 82nd birthday on 
June 28 from his family.

The July Radio Broadcasts are sponsored as follows:

Sunday, July 5:  In memory of Charles Graap, Sr., 
Dorothy Graap, Lucille Graap, Charles Graap, Jr., 
Audrey Heuser, Vernon Heuser, Dennis Graap, Kermit 
Golisch, and Kenwood Schubert from the Golisch 
Families:  Kyle Golisch; Clint & Melanie Golisch, 
Emma, David, and Ryleigh; Kevin & Jodie Golisch; 
Luke Golisch and Family; Chris & Heidi Stevenson 
and Family; Hope Golisch; Ryan Golisch and MaKayla 
and Family; Mike Golisch; Barbara Golisch; Kenyon 
Golisch; Bailee Golisch; and Candy Hinner.

Sunday, July 12:  In memory of Reuben & Dorothy 
Koehler from Dennis & Ione Koehler.

Sunday, July 19:  In honor of our 40th wedding 
anniversary from Jerry & Susan Zastrow.

Sunday, July 26:  In appreciation for the Radio 
Broadcast from Ewald & Marilyn Katke.

Thank you for your sponsorship! As we strive to “Be The 
Church” outside of our sanctuary, our radio broadcasts 
and LiveStream on social media (Facebook) are more 
important than ever!

CELEBRATING COMMUNION 
... COMMUNION SUPPLIES
We will once again celebrate 
communion together/apart on 
Sunday, July 25, and then Sunday, 
August 23 ... with all of you 
participating from your homes. 
You can gather around home-
baked bread with wine or crackers and juice, or you 
can pick up pre-packaged communion wafers and juice. 
These communion supplies will once again be available 
on the bench outside Door #1 at church on Saturday, 
July 25, and Saturday, August 22, from 11:00 AM - 4:00 
PM. Mark your calendars now!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FLOWERS AND BENCHES AND BLESSING BOXES ... OH MY!
It’s the little things that make Saint Stephens such a welcoming, community-oriented place. It’s more than just our 
slogan. Let’s start with the flowers ... Thank you, Sue Gleason and Marilyn Rathke, for planting and maintaining 
our beautiful spots of color, now even more visible without the trees on the boulevard. It looks really nice, ladies! 
And thank you to Sue, Marilyn, Tim, Bonnie, and the others we’ve seen keeping them watered. 

Thank you to Tim Ruprecht for giving the bench a beautiful new coat of paint. The entry by the office (Door #1) 
definitely makes you want to come by for a visit and to sit a spell, doesn’t it?

And then there’s the Blessing Box ... have you seen it yet?

“Blessing Box” Hopes to Bless 
the Merrill Community

Have you seen our “Blessing 
Box?” … the unobtrusive white 
cupboard near Door #1 with the 
words “Blessing Box” on it, built 
and installed against the wall 
on the right. Below that are the 
words:  “Take what you need. 
Leave what you can.”

The cupboard elicits a lot of 
curiosity. What is it? What is it 
for? Do we dare open it and peek 
inside? 

Rev. Lucas says:  “A Blessing Box is a small structure where people leave donated 
goods for others to pick up anonymously. Goods that can be put in the box include non-perishable food items, 
toiletries, books, or any other items. It is for anyone that has a need. There are no requirements. Just come and 
take what you need and/or leave what you can.”

We hope everyone in the community will get involved … to keep it filled … to spread the word … to tell others 
with needs to help themselves to the item(s) they need. It is a tool to help facilitate neighbor helping neighbor in 
a time of need … and to do so anonymously.

Our Blessing Box was inspired by similar blessing boxes Rev. Lucas saw at churches when he was in seminary in 
St. Louis. That idea, combined with the talents and skills of a local carpenter … and here we are. Our Blessing 
Box was designed, built, and installed by Cliff Roberts. Thank you, Cliff! We appreciate your skills and talents!

Take a peek inside our Blessing Box. If there is open shelf space, help us fill it. If you know someone who needs 
help, let them know they can be blessed here at Saint Stephens … and to help themselves to what they need 
from our “Blessing Box.” Let’s be a blessing to those who need a helping hand during this time.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SILENT AUCTION
During COVID-19, we’ve been doing some “house cleaning” at church, so our Silent Auction is back! This month 
we have the below items available for auction. It’s going to work a little differently due to the times we are in. 
All items are located in the office and will have a “silent auction” type bid sheet placed near each one. Anyone 
interested in acquiring any of these items should stop in the office during office hours OR call the church office 
(715.536.7322) to place a bid on any item. 

Bids will be accepted in even $1 increments.  There is a MINIMUM opening bid on each item. Each of the below 
items will be considered “sold” to whomever has the highest bid as of 1:00 PM on Friday, July 17. Items with no 
bids will be sold online or donated after that date. Everything is sold “as is.” High bidders will be called and should 
plan to pick up their items from the office the week of July 20-24.

ITEMS AVAILABLE THIS MONTH
Items available for auction at this time, pictured below:  1) Califone vintage portable record player Model 3J ... 
with an opening bid of $35.00 (additional bids in $5.00 increments); 2) Califone vintage portable record player 
Model 1450K ... opening bid of $35.00 (additional bids in $5.00 increments); 3) Panasonic Omnimovie camcorder 
VHS recorder in case ... opening bid of $15.00 (additional bids in $5.00 increments); 4) RCA DVD player model 
RC5225P ... opening bid of $30.00 (additional bids in $5.00 increments); 5) Vintage Sharp cassette player RD-
651AV ... opening bid of $10.00 (additional bids in $2.00 increments); 6) Vintage Craig cassette player/recorder 
Model 2636 ... opening bid of $10.00 (additional bids in $2.00 increments); 7) Zenith VHS player/VCR model 
VR1820 ... opening bid of $20.00 (additional bids in $5.00 increments); 8) Collection of 7 baskets (some with 
liners) ideal for plants ... opening bid of $2.00 (additional bids in $1.00 increments); 9) Pair of green vases with 
white, purple, yellow silk flowers ... opening bid of $2.00 (additional bids in $1.00 increments); 10) “The Lord 
is My Shepherd” latch hook rug ... opening bid of $5.00 (additional bids in $1.00 increments); 11) Box of misc. 
fabric/crafting supplies ... opening bid of $1.00 (additional bids in $1.00 increments); 12) Bag of red and white silk 
poinsettias ... opening bid of $5.00 ... (additional bids in $1.00 increments); 13) Vintage piano or desk lamp - does 
not light, but believe it just needs new light bulbs) ... opening bid of $8.00 (additional bids in $2.00 increments); 
and 14) 2 boxes of mostly vintage Christmas balls/bulbs ... you are bidding on ALL ... opening bid of $8.00 
(additional bids in $2.00 increments).

We will have more items on the auction next month, too!

1 2

3

4

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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REMINDER ROCKS

Activity Idea
Use odd socks to make sock puppets to act out scenes 
from our Sunday scripture readings. Use yarn or string 
for hair, felt or marker to make facial features, etc. Get 
super creative! 

Take a photo during or after Sunday worship showing 
you and your kids or family acting out the Bible 
readings with your sock puppets and send them to 
Tina at tina@ststephensucc.net. Tell us which reading 
you’re acting out and what the characters (puppets) 
are doing in your photo. Your photo might get featured 
in The Interpreter or on Facebook!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


Revised June 9, 2020

Plan for Re-Opening the Church
Phase 1 - Stay at Home Lifted          Date Effective: May 18, 2020
When the stay at home order has been lifted by the state, all nonessential staff who are currently 
working from their homes will return to work at the church with their regular scheduled hours. The 
wearing of masks is optional, but not required for staff.
Door #1 will no longer be permanently locked and the buzzer no longer used to let people in during 
normal church operation hours, except for after the church closes. Visitors are welcomed to stop by 
the church, appointments are encouraged, and are asked to keep within the proper social distancing 
guidelines. One or two volunteers for the office may be used as needed and willing.

Phase 2 - Opening to Church Committees        Date Effective: May 18, 2020
Upon council approval, all church committees, such as church council, may again begin meeting at the 
church for church business, mainitaining social gathering and distancing guidelines. Council asks that 
committees use the following spaces for meeting: the sanctuary, youth room, and fellowship hall. At this 
time, weddings and funerals may be held in the sanctuary again but must keep to social gathering size 
and social distancing guidelines.

Phase 3 - Opening the Church to Groups        Date Effective: June 15, 2020
Upon council approval, groups in the church, such as youth group, and in the community, such as 
Alcoholics Anonymous and Reboot, will be allowed access to the building once again and the groups 
may return to their regular schedules at their own discretion, while maintaining social distancing and 
gathering sizes.

Upon council approval, volunteers will be allowed access to the building. This means the counters, 
collaters, and any other church volunteers can resume their responsibilities.

Phase 4 - Opening for in-person Worship    Tentative Date: September 13, 2020
Upon council approval, in-person worship will resume in the sanctuary on Wednesdays and Sundays. 
The sanctuary will also become available for funerals and weddings without restrictions on gathering 
size. However, there will be limitations to what will happen during worship (see phase 5)

**This phase cannot and will not take place until limits to social gathering size allow for everyone in the 
congregation to worship together

Phase 5 - Elements of Worship Return     Elements Effective Dates Vary
Upon council approval, particular parts of worship may return to the Sunday liturgy, this includes 
Passing of Peace, choir practice and choir singing, congregational singing, passing the offering plate, 
handing out bulletins, and communion by intinction or passing in pews. Coffee Hour may return at 
a designated time as well. It is at the council’s discretion to bring elements back as they see fit and to 
annouce as each returns.
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In Honor Of …   
Scott Wallace ... sponsored by … Kelly Wallace
Roger Mootz … sponsored by … Kelly Wallace
Ryan Mootz … sponsored by … Kelly Wallace
Raymond Campbell … sponsored by … Kelly Wallace
James Hunt III … sponsored by … Chris & Mary Stamm
Clifford Patrick Roberts … sponsored by … Chris & Mary Stamm
Albert Roberts … sponsored by … Chris & Mary Stamm
Husband and father, Darryl Frick … sponsored by … Beth, Tanya, and Jessica Frick
Father and grandfather, LeRoy Frick … sponsored by … Darryl, Beth, Tanya, and Jessica Frick
George Henrich … sponsored by … Carol Henrich Weber
Norman Weber … sponsored by … Bill Weber
Bill Weber … sponsored by … Ann, Peter, Steven & Katharine
Gerald Oestreich … sponsored by … all his children
Marvin Shenzel … sponsored by … Linda & Bryan Plautz
Art Plautz … sponsored by … Linda & Bryan Plautz
Father, Gerald, and Grandfather, George Henrich … sponsored by … Lynn & Holly Henrich
Ervin Ehlert … sponsored by … Connie Gulke and Christine Imhoff
Norm Ziemke, husband and Dad … sponsored by … Alice, Mike & Barb, Becky & Randy, Vern & Lottie, 6 
grandchildren, and 7 great grandchildren
John Davis … sponsored by … Brenda Rowe
Tim Rowe … sponsored by … Brenda Rowe
Eugene Rowe … sponsored by … Brenda Rowe
Roger Wendorf … sponsored by … Julie Wendorf
Dan Wendorf … sponsored by … Roger & Julie Wendorf
Mike Wendorf … sponsored by … Roger & Julie Wendorf
Adam Christensen … sponsored by … Roger & Julie Wendorf
Ron Vachavake … sponsored by … Carl & Kathy Hass
Carl Hass … sponsored by … Kathy Hass
Tyler Drake … sponsored by … Carl & Kathy Hass
Chad Hass … sponsored by … Carl & Kathy Hass
Jeff Eisner … sponsored by … Carl & Kathy Hass
Tyler Hess … sponsored by … Carl & Kathy Hass
Danny Catlin … sponsored by … his kids
Chad Oslage … sponsored by … Glenda Oslage
Dean Bowe … sponsored by … Nick, Kaylee, and Anna
Dad, Roland Hall … sponsored by … Sue & Mike Hoffman
Dave Pyan … sponsored by … Sue, Bradley, and Justin Pyan
Beaver Plautz … sponsored by … Piper & Paige Plautz
Donald Radke … sponsored by … Linda Hass
Dad, Ed Zimmerman … sponsored by … Alice Ziemke

During this pandemic, many of us are apart from our families, leaving us unable 
to celebrate holidays, birthdays, weddings, and anniversaries with them. But, we 
are able to celebrate and recognize in other ways. On Sunday, May 10, help 
us celebrate moms everywhere by recognizing them on Mother’s Day during a 
special “A Tribute to Mothers” part of worship.

How does this work? Either mail in or email Tina or Rev. Lucas a list of  mother(s) 
you would like named. We ask that for every mother you would like mentioned 
that you give a minimum donation of $2 per name. (You may give more if you so 
choose.) During worship on Mother’s Day, Rev. Lucas will read off the names of 
all of the mothers we received to honor them. The complete list of mothers and 
those who named them to be honored will be published in the June edition of  
The Interpreter.

A Tribute to Mothers

(Continued on page 13)

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


July 2020
Page 13THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Carl Schenzel … sponsored by … John & Gloria Schenzel
Jason Kent … sponsored by … John & Gloria Schenzel
Daniel Krause … sponsored by … Eric Krause
Norbert Krause … sponsored by … Daniel Krause and Sally Woller
Eric Krause … sponsored by … Daniel & Becky Krause
Daniel Pick … sponsored by … Patsy Pick
William Zemke … sponsored by … Patsy Pick
Mike Harbath … sponsored by … Kristy, Rick and Alex Neumann
Dad and WWII veteran, Wilburn Perry … sponsored by … Randy Perry
Godfather and WWII veteran, William Illgen … sponsored by … Randy Perry
Vernon Heuser … sponsored by … Bob & Candy Hinner
Roger Hinner, Sr. … sponsored by … Bob & Candy Hinner
Vernon R. Heuser … sponsored by … Michael & Paulette Heuser
J. R. Normand Casaubon … sponsored by … Michael & Paulette Heuser
Chris Stevenson … sponsored by … Bailey and Cole Stevenson
Joshua Stevenson … sponsored by … Chris & Heidi Stevenson
Clint Golisch … sponsored by … Chris & Heidi Stevenson
Kevin Golisch … sponsored by … Chris & Heidi Stevenson
Kenyon Golisch … sponsored by … Chris & Heidi Stevenson
Mike Preboski … sponsored by … Chris & Heidi Stevenson
Kermit Golisch … sponsored by … Chris & Heidi Stevenson
Ronald Stevenson … sponsored by … Chris & Heidi Stevenson
Kenyon Golisch … sponsored by … Bailee Golisch
Mike Preboski … sponsored by … Bailee Golisch
Paul Williams … sponsored by … Lucas Williams 
Dale Horneck … sponsored by … Lucas Williams 
Steve Hoelscher … sponsored by … Lucas Williams 
Dad, Richard Vandre … A father is neither an anchor to hold us back, nor a sail to take us there, but a guiding 
light whose Love shows us the way. … sponsored by … Carrie Vandre
Wesley Kamke … sponsored by … Rose Wendorf and family
Steven “Beaver” Wendorf … sponsored by … Rose Wendorf and family
Chris Salter … sponsored by … Rose Wendorf and family
Ryan Bloch … sponsored by … Rose Wendorf and family
Ozzie Gegner … sponsored by … Michelle Salter and family
Kevin Golisch … sponsored by … Hope Golisch
Al Geiss … sponsored by … Jeff & Sue Kraft
Robert Kraft … sponsored by … Jeff & Sue Kraft
Dad, Tim Case … sponsored by … Lauren and Ellen
Cheryl’s father, Alvin Lezotte … sponsored by … Dave & Cheryl Buck
Son, Jack Frederick … sponsored by … mom
Grandson, Willie Schelbert … sponsored by … Phyllis
Dennis Woller … sponsored by … Sharon Woller
Greg Woller … sponsored by … Dennis & Sharon Woller
Chad Woller … sponsored by … Dennis & Sharon Woller
Stan Seeger … sponsored by … Debbie Seeger
Tim Seeger … sponsored by … Stan & Deb Seeger
Brian Seeger … sponsored by … Stan & Deb Seeger
Todd Osness … sponsored by … Stan & Deb Seeger
Randall Osness … sponsored by … Stan & Deb Seeger
Kevin Osness … sponsored by … Stan & Deb Seeger

(Continued on page 14)

(Continued from page 12)
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(Continued from page 13)
Ewald Katke … sponsored by … Mary Walsh
Randy Perry … sponsored by … Corey & Cathy Dornbrack and family

In Memory of ...
In memory of Lieutenant Colonel Paul J Stamm USAF … sponsored by … Chris & Mary Stamm
In memory of Clifford “Butch” Roberts … sponsored by … Chris & Mary Stamm
In memory of Clifford Albert Roberts … sponsored by … Chris & Mary Stamm
In memory of John English … sponsored by … Roger & Julie Wendorf
In memory of Cliff Wendorf … sponsored by … Roger & Julie Wendorf
In memory of Beaver Wendorf … sponsored by … Roger & Julie Wendorf
In memory of Norm Ziemke … sponsored by … Lottie & Vern Ziemke
In memory of Daniel Catlin … sponsored by … his kids and grandkids
In memory of Jerome Catlin … sponsored by … his kids, grandkids, great grandkids, and great-great grandkids
In memory of Marvin Hass … sponsored by … Kristine Smith
In memory of Father-in-law, Albert Ziemke, Sr. … sponsored by … Alice Ziemke
In memory of Harold “Mouse” Schenzel … sponsored by … John & Gloria Schenzel
In memory of Walter Zahn … sponsored by … John & Gloria Schenzel
In memory of father, Albert Kanitz … sponsored by … Mr. & Mrs. William Beyer, Jr.
In memory of father, William Beyer, Sr. … sponsored by … Mr. & Mrs. William Beyer, Jr.
In memory of Dave’s father, Lloyd Buck Sr.  … sponsored by … Dave & Cheryl Buck
in memory of Edward Kunkel  … sponsored by … Richard & Betty Ollhoff
In memory of Ferdinand Ollhoff … sponsored by … Richard & Betty  Ollhoff
In memory of Ross Dornbrack … sponsored by … Randy Perry
In memory of Frank Ziemke … sponsored by … Shirley Ziemke
In memory of Charles Case … sponsored by … Kathy Case and Tim Case
In memory of Jim Berndt … sponsored by … Carol Berndt and family
In memory of dad, Carlos Berndt … sponsored by … Kathy Case & Terry Berndt 
In memory of step-father, John Hopp … sponsored by … Phyllis
In memory of Don Weege … sponsored by … Phyllis
In memory of Elmer Frederick … sponsored by … Phyllis
In memory of Leslie Sabatke, Sr. … sponsored by … Les & Pearl Sabatke
In memory of Bill Hommerding … sponsored by … Sharon Detert
In memory of Willie Detert …  sponsored by … Steve Detert and family
In memory of Lylas Berndt … sponsored by … Dennis & Sharon Woller
In memory of Martin Woller … sponsored by … Dennis & Sharon Woller
In memory of Clarence Henrich … sponsored by … George Henrich
In memory of Harry Osness … sponsored by … Stan & Deb Seeger
In memory of Fred Seeger … sponsored by … Stan & Deb Seeger
In memory of and tribute to father, Alfred Kanitz, Sr., ...   For being a hard worker and very active in Saint 
Stephens UCC; for being a good role model for his three children:  Bud, Pam, and Cheryl; for telling the stories 
of how the original church building burned down in December 1919 and how, at great risk to himself, the 
pastor at that time, Rev. M.M. Schmidt, ran into the burning building and removed parish records such as 
baptism, marriage, and burial registers; for sharing the stories of how our five Boettcher brothers ancestors 
were charter members to create a new church in 1883; for working tirelessly in gathering confirmation photos 
and working with others to learn the names of those in the confirmation photos, typing the names on our old 
manual typewriter, and getting photos of confirmation classes placed on the wall in the church basement; and 
for decades ago helping enable women to serve as ushers! (We are a church ahead of other churches!)
 … sponsored by … Bud, Pam, and Cheryl
In memory of grandpa, Paul Kanitz … for being an awesome carpenter, teaching our dad carpentry, then 
helping to rebuild the new church. (Field stones were donated for the foundation by Grandpa Kanitz and are 
located at the Church’s side entrance near the kitchen.) ... sponsored by … Bud, Pam, and Cheryl

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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We want to acknowledge and celebrate  
your special days, and we’re starting with  

birthdays! Send your church friends birthday  
wishes, whether in person, via email, or by  

sending one of those wonderful cards you can  
hold in your hands by mail!  

July 21 Jodie Haltinner
July 21 Charlie Krause
July 22 Mckayla Gable
July 22 Ian Dreikosen
July 22 Eric Hopp
July 22 Tyler Leistikow
July 23 Mike Messerschmidt
July 23 Ray Schwartz
July 23 Eric Seidel
July 23 Dennis Woller
July 23 Linda Hudzinski
July 23 Jacob Anderson
July 23 Tate Klug
July 23 Alexis Kropp
July 23 Toni Smith
July 23 Gracelyn Bloch
July 24 Fern Lanhoff
July 24 Grant Peterson
July 24 Roger Wendorf
July 24 David Kleimola
July 24 Maddie Kohnhorst
July 26 Becky Krause
July 26 Clifford Williams
July 26 Logan Smith
July 27 Jacob Schulz
July 27 Jena Brandenburg
July 28 Naomi Fischer
July 28 Jeffrey Forster
July 28 Earl Godleske
July 28 Bryan Plautz
July 28 Linda Taylor
July 28 Arlene Wilharms
July 28 Ian Schuetze
July 30 Jeffrey Hanson
July 30 Kaitlyn Parenteau
July 30 Judy Woller
July 30 Taylor Mattson
July 31 Evelyn Koth
July 31 David Krause
July 31 Diane Lemanski
July 31 Bonnie Pfotenhauer
July 31 Branden Brandenburg
July 31 William Frisch

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU!

JULY BIRTHDAYS

July 1 Linda Bergh
July 1 Tricia Lazare
July 1 Leo Lazare
July 1 Tryden Soberg
July 2 Alan Beyer
July 2 Lynn Dotter
July 2 Mathew Ruge
July 2 Trisha Detert
July 2 Diane Goetsch
July 2 Sylvia Hanson
July 4 Sue Hoffman
July 4 Tonia Hoffman
July 4 Steven Mahn
July 4 Walter Wendland
July 4 Sara Matthias
July 5 Dave Bagley
July 5 Maggie Holdorf
July 5 Bruce Schmidt
July 6 Clint Golisch
July 6 Brianna Lemanski
July 6 Lucas Reist
July 6 Gabriel Caraway
July 6 Sue Pyan
July 7 Rick Bonnell
July 7 Tony Fischer
July 7 David Mootz
July 7 Brian Krueger
July 7 Vanessa Smith
July 7 Brantley Weisman
July 7 Alex Wallace
July 8 Rose Luedtke
July 8 Darlene Plautz
July 9 Tony Baumann
July 9 Albert Haltinner
July 9 Dee Olsen
July 9 Anna Krueger
July 10 Jordan Vair
July 10 Jenna Krueger
July 10 Lana Odegard
July 10 Ronald Spears
July 10 Kellen Duerkop
July 10 Croix Boquist

July 11 Julie Anderson
July 11 Kevin Krueger
July 11 Joan Lukes
July 11 Donna Rhode
July 12 Emma Golisch
July 12 Norman Heckendorf
July 12 Melissa Krueger
July 12 Denise Brandenburg
July 13 Pamella Barkley
July 13 Donald  Zabawa
July 13 Nancy Wilde
July 13 Bailey Stevenson
July 14 Janice Eckhart
July 14 Sharon Wahoske
July 14 Bill Wengeler
July 14 Luette Sundberg
July 14 Shannon Wengeler
July 14 Courtney Erdman
July 14 Alexander Welch
July 14 Tyler Butler
July 15 Connie Hughes
July 16 Kade Bonnell
July 16 Maddix Bonnell
July 16 Daniel Pick
July 16 Paige Plautz
July 16 Kimberly Seidel
July 16 Linda Yingling
July 16 Lauren Van Alstine
July 17 Laurie Chartier
July 17 Kathy Hass
July 17 Robin Mahn
July 17 Marge Roggenbuck
July 17 Sawyer Peterson
July 18 Diane Dettmering
July 18 Michael Schroeder
July 18 Kane Hanson
July 20 Claire Krueger
July 20 Wendel Mathis
July 20 David Sauer
July 20 Pamela Bjorklund
July 21 Deanna Dotter
July 21 Diane Grund
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

NOW! 
 $20.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Kristine Smith 
 $25.00 in memory of Al Geiss for his June birthday and Father’s Day from Jeff & Sue Kraft 
 $25.00 in memory of Robert Kraft for his 100th birthday June 23 and for Father’s Day from Jeff & Sue Kraft 
 $20.00 in loving memory of my dad, Carlos Berndt, on Father’s Day from Kathy Case

Memorial Fund  
 $10.00 in memory of Eleanor Fehlberg from Mary Ann Forster 
 $5.00 in memory of father, Gerald, and grandfather, George Henrich, from Lynn and Holly Henrich 
 $75.00 in thanksgiving for Elsen’s baptism from Trisha & Zach Kubicheck 
 $20.00 in memory of Elroy Kohnke from Sharon Detert 
 $20.00 in memory of Elroy Kohnke from Bryan & Linda Plautz 
 $10.00 in loving honor of Aunt June Zimmerman on her June 13 birthday from Linda Hass

Food For Kids 
 $20.00 in memory of Myron Duginski from Sandra & Gerald Weber 
 $20.00 in memory of Judy Yuska from Linda Hass 
 $20.00 in loving memory of Lydia Bauman from Linda Hass 
 $100.00 in memory of Joyce Harzke from Mary Sabatke

Radio Ministry 
 $190.00 in memory of Reuben & Dorothy Koehler from Dennis & Ione Koehler 
 $190.00 in honor of our 40th wedding anniversary on July 19 from Jerry & Susan Zastrow 
 $190.00 in memory of Charles Graap, Sr., Dorothy Graap, Lucille Graap, Charles Graap, Jr., Audrey Heuser,  
  Vernon Heuser, Dennis Graap, Kermit Golisch, and Kenwood Schubert from the Golisch Families:  
  Kyle Golisch; Clint & Melanie Golisch, Emma, David, and Ryleigh; Kevin & Jodie Golisch; Luke  
  Golisch and Family; Chris & Heidi Stevenson and Family; Hope Golisch; Ryan Golisch and MaKayla  
  and Family; Mike Golisch; Barbara Golisch; Kenyon Golisch; Bailee Golisch; and Candy Hinner. 
 $200.00 in appreciation for the radio broadcast from Ewald & Marilyn Katke 
 $190.00 in memory of John (Jack) Swope on his 82nd birthday from his family 
 $190.00 in honor of our 50th wedding anniversary and in memory of our parents, Emil & Lauretta Wengeler 
   and Hugo & Ruth Koeller from Bill & Joanne Wengeler

New Boiler Fund 
 $50.00 in memory of Frank Ziemke for his June 11 birthday from Shirley Ziemke 
 $10.00 in memory of Sandra Schmidt for her birthday, May 11, from Ruth Buck 
 $200.00 in memory of Norm Ziemke for his June 18 birthday from his wife, Alice 
 $65.00 in memory of Warren Latzig on our 65th wedding anniversary, June 18, from Lois Latzig 
 $50.00 in memory of Father Fritz Hoff from Lissette Frick 
 $20.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Rocky & Laura Kolka 
 $20.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Lana & Bob Odegard 
 $10.00 in memory of our fathers, Leslie Sabatke, Sr., and Art Porath, on Father’s Day from Les & Pearl 
  Sabatke

Choir & Music Fund 
 $25.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Joanne Drew 
 $100.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Patsy & Dan Pick 
 $500.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from the Estate of Bernice Tesky 
 $10.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from David Plamann 
 $20.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Gary & Sandy Krause 

SPECIAL GIFTS

(Continued on page 15)
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 $25.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Nancy & Rich Dabbert 
 $30.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Ewald & Marilyn Katke

Electrical & Wiring Fund 
 $50.00 in memory of Frank Ziemke from his wife, Shirley Ziemke 
 $20.00 in memory of Bernice Tesky from Shirley Ziemke 

SPECIAL GIFTS Continued

HATS OFF TO THE GREFES!
Our hats are off to Dennis & Luann Grefe who, together with WJMT radio, orchestrated a 
“Hometown Concert for a Cause” featuring local talent in a grassroots telethon style to raise 

money for our community’s hungry people. The event raised nearly $12,000 and resulted in 
the three area food pantries and Food For Kids receiving donations of more than $2,800 each. 
Food For Kids received a donation of $2,869.32! All of the funds raised will stay right here in 

the Merrill community to help feed kids, families, and individuals in need. Thank you, Dennis, Luann, 
Mike Moellendorf, and anyone else was involved in planning, entertaining, or fundraising, and to everyone who 
generously donated as a part of “Hometown Concert for a Cause!”

Dear St. Stephen’s Church,

Greetings and peace from Connecticut! My father, Rev. 
Earl Eckhart, former St. Stephen’s pastor, was ordained in 
June 1970. The Eckharts had hoped to celebrate his fiftieth 
ordination anniversary in person this summer, but the 
COVID-19 pandemic has altered those plans. I am however 
inviting people to submit a memory or note about Earl 
(and Janice—they’ve been partners in this all along). I will 
compile reflections as part of a gift to send to them later 
in July. If you would like to contribute a congratulations, 
memory, or other note, please email me at eckhartad@msn.
com. Thanks so much!

- God’s Peace,
Rev. Adam Eckhart

Rev. Adam Eckhart
Senior Pastor, First United Church of Christ 
(Congregational), Milford, CT
w: 203.877.4277 ext. 302; c: 203.393.5851
revadam@firstchurchofmilford.org

Thank You for your regular and faithful offerings to 
the Mission and Ministry of Saint Stephens, even 
as we worship from home and are away from 
our beloved sanctuary. We couldn’t continue to 
maintain our staff, our church building, and all of 
the ways we continue to “Be The Church” in the 
way we have done throughout these last months 
(and years!) without you. So whether you mail your 
envelopes in to the church, drop them off at the 
office, or give electronically, we just want to say it 
again ...

Thank You!

The Green Team is happy to 
provide you with energy saving, 
and often money saving, tips 
and ideas to reduce, reuse, and 
recycle ... for a cleaner, better, 
more sustainable environment 
... for our future, our world, and 
the world we leave for our kids.

A Great Green Idea
Don’t use plastic straws for 
coffee stirrers. Every year 138 
billion straws and stirrers are 
thrown away in the USA. Use 
a spoon to stir your coffee and 
then simply wash and re-use it.

Things You Can Do & Still Stay Safe
• Camp in your Backyard
• Research Your Family History Online
• Paint a room in your Home
• Clean out your Basement
• Plant a Tree and Nurture It
• Nurture a Relationship (child, spouse, friend)

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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CHURCH 
FINANCES

An Udate on our NOW! Capital 
Campaign Pledges ... NOW! Summary:*

Pledges Recorded: $433,981.00
Pledges Received: $199,989.56

 Balance to be Received: $233,991.44

 Our Next Project: 
Boiler* Replacement Project - Estimated Cost:  $300,000.00

Our current Boiler has been incurring costly repairs. Replacing the Boiler is the next 
project on our priority list. However, we made a commitment to all of you that we will 
not spend money we do not have, so this project will be accomplished as pledges are 
received and funds become available.

* Needs to be replaced within 4 years or ASAP! 

*All NOW! numbers shown on both 
pages are as of May 31, 2020.

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF MAY 31, 2020
Below:  For the second month in a row, Income 
exceeded our Expenses. And it’s paying off! 
Let’s keep this going for the summer, too!

Above:  Strong giving 
combined with careful 
spending ... and the result 
is that we’re operating in 
the black! Let’s see if we 
can make this a trend and 
keep it going.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Current or Completed Projects:
Sanctuary Roof & Overhang Roof on School Building   $127,854.00   Paid in Full!
Parsonage Roof & Garage Roof    $ 45,975.00    Paid in Full!
New Organ & Electrical for Organ    $107,049.64  $15,270.15* payable
   * Being paid at $2,181.45/month, Interest Free Payments  
Parsonage Improvements: New Windows/Trim/Siding, Etc. $117,832.00  $10,861.00 payable
(Final payment due upon completion of the work)
Total of Current or Completed Projects    $398,710.64  $26,131.15 payable

Future Projects:
Replace Boilers (within 4 years at the latest)   $300,000.00 estimate
Expanding Kuck Lounge Project    $  42,000.00 estimate
Electrical Wiring - Sanctuary & Attic    After inspection, no changes needed at this time
Updating Parking Lot Lights/Electrical    $     1,934.00 estimate ... Electrical Fund Closed
Sanctuary Refurbishing      Estimates not yet done

Current Funds Available: $196,497.02 

An Udate on our Capital 
Campaign ...

Look What We’ve Done ...  
In Just Year One!

Status of Current Projects & Available Funds
Current Funds Available:    $196,497.02

Total Left to Pay on Current Projects: - $ 26,131.15
Available Funds after Payments:    $170,365.87

Pledges Yet to Be Received: + $233,991.44
Available For Potential Future Projects IF All Pledges are Received: $404,357.31

*As of May 31, 2020

NOTE:  “Current 
Funds Available” 
are adjusted 
by:  1) Pledges & 
donations received; 
2) Payments made; 
and 3) Fluctuations 
in market value of 
invested funds

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Still Life Goes On

Bear fruit in every good work… - Colossians 1:10b (NRSV)

Crouched over the vines, we looked for red. Scanning 
rows of strawberries, the lesson was not to pick too soon. 
There’s a moment in the ripeness of fresh fruit, and at the 
right time, we do well to pluck.

As a little one, close to the ground, I fished hungrily 
through the leaves. But after a while, I grew weary, and at 
some point I switched from plucking to collecting. Sitting 
in the center of the row, arms out, I’d await everyone 
else’s deposits to my basket, with the thrill of wonder to 
see what they would share.

“Bear fruit,” the Apostle Paul wrote.

Our actions do this bearing of fruit. In all that we do, we hold a basket of fruit into which we and the others around 
us make an offering.

At the end of the day, we take stock, we check the yield. Our assessment isn’t neutral; we need what we bear. It is 
the spiritual food off of which we survive. With good fruit, we know exactly what to do. We are thankful. We eat 
lustily and are strengthened for the journey.

But what do we do with the fruit that disappoints?

Like the friend we desperately need who just … vanishes. Or the confidante who pushes advice we neither need 
nor want. Worse still, the one who betrays us. This is all indigestible fruit.

“Bear fruit in every good work,” Paul said. But not all works are good. Not all people are prepared to hand us the 
fruit we want or need at the moment.

Pray. Look in your basket. See the fruit of God’s people. With God’s grace, know what to do with each piece.

Prayer

God, help us to bear good fruit. When we don’t, help us to know better than to share it. And, when others give us 
fruit that we cannot take, help us to know better than to eat it. Amen.

by Kaji Douša

FOOD FOR KIDS RECEIVES $100 WRITING CONTEST DONATION
In April, Park City Credit Union celebrated National Credit Union Youth 
Month with a writing contest, inviting kids to write about an organization that 
is making a difference in their local community. In lieu of a prize, Park City 
Credit Union would make a donation in the child’s name to the organization 
they wrote about.

Eleven-year-old Amara Lazare and eight-year-old Leo Lazare (pictured at left) 
both sent in submissions about Food For Kids. We received a letter from Park 
City Credit Union and copies of their submissions. “On behalf of Amara and 
Leo, we are proud to present you with a check for $100 to help you continue 
your mission of ensuring that no child ever goes hungry. Thank you for all 
that you do to help youth in the Merrill community,” reads the letter. 

Leo’s submission was especially touching. In his essay, he wrote:  “I would 
donate to Food For Kids this (sic) is at my church. ... A lot of the children 
need our help.”        

Thank you, Leo and Amara!!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,) 
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits, 
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the 
hospital. We want to be there for you.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!

1
2
3
Click on the Give tab on the top right menu 

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.net

Scroll down and click on the Donate Now 
button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Cliff Williams
Vice President Christopher Stamm
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Cheryl Buck
  Beth Houle
  Chris Stevenson
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Bonnie Koelsch
  Paula McIntyre
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Youth Rep Alex Goetsch
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

Using your “extra” time to make home 
improvements, paint a room, build a new garage, 

remodel or add on to your house, add some storage 
or shelving, or redecorate? 

Don’t forget to purchase Scrip ... We usually have 
Scrip in stock for Menards, Fleet Farm, Merrill Ace 

Hardware, Walmart, and Target, among others. 
Plan ahead and let us special order large quantities 

of Scrip for you for Menards, Home Depot, and 
other stores if you’re doing a large build or remodel.

And don’t forget ... mention our Scrip program when 
shopping at Courtside Furniture, Miller’s Furniture, 

Hargrave Appliances, and Central Carpet ... if you’re 
getting new flooring, appliances, or furnishings. They 

will donate a percentage of your purchase to Saint 
Stephens ... no Scrip cards required. 

Remember ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING to use in place of cash!

Scrip is available for purchase in 
 the office. Call ahead to ensure  

staff and card availability.

Keep Calm ... and Wash Your Hands!

SAINT STEPHENS SOFTBALL TEAM ...
We will not have a Saint Stephens 
Softball Team this year, as we do not 
have enough players to fill our roster. 
Just an FYI for those interested.

We will regroup and try again next year 
to see if we have enough people or enough interest in 
combining with another area church to play softball in 
the league.

Keep Saving Your Change
When we begin in-person worship again, we will 
have another Noisy Offering and make a joyful 

noise unto the Lord!
We’re just not quite sure when.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
tina@ststephensucc.net
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED MERRILL WI 54452-2576

Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Subscribe to The Interpreter
If you don’t already receive The Interpreter, we invite 
you to let us know, and we will be happy to send it to 
you either by mail or email, whichever you prefer! Email 
subscribers will also receive our weekly email updates 
between monthly editions of The Interpreter ... a great 
bonus! Call Tina in the office (715.536.7322) ... or:

Sign up/subscribe yourself here: 

https://ststephensucc.net/resources/newsletters 

&

Worship with us Sunday mornings  
at 9:00 AM ...  

Listen on the Radio or Join us for our  
Livestream on Facebook!

“WE ARE THE CHURCH”

facebook.com/
ststephensunitedchurchofchrist/
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