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April 22, 2020Faith ~ Hope ~ Love
As I was thinking through what to write to you all about this week, I decided to 
check my mail. I began to open my mail and came across a particular piece of 
mail that, after reading it, made me stop and think. This letter, from a congregant, 
was one part thank you and another part hoping I was doing okay during this time. 
In this card was also a bookmark. On one side it said:  “Faith-Hope-Love” and on 
the other it says, “The best and most beautiful things in world cannot be seen or 
even touched. They must be felt with the heart.” ~ Helen Keller. Faith-Hope-Love; 
no three words could be more important than ever right now.

FAITH ... is an interesting thing. I think many of us believe that faith is or has to be 
a certain way, that if we doubt, then we don’t have faith. That’s not what I think 
about faith; I think faith is more like life ... it has its ups and downs. And all of these 
ups and downs, I think, are meant to help us grow in our faith. I said on Sunday 
that I believe our faith can only improve during this time of uncertainty. Why? 
Because I remember Hebrews 11:1:  “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen.”

HOPE … we cannot have hope without 
faith, because when people have hope, 
they have faith. Right now, hope is 
probably the most real and constant 
thing we are feeling right now. We hope 
that soon this pandemic will be over, and 
we can go back to our lives as they were 
before all of this. We are believing that 
the future will be better, and there is hope 
in that! Yet, that can’t be the only thing 
we hope or have hope in, is it? I know 
for me, I hope this pandemic teaches us 
all something about love. Specifically, 
loving our neighbor as ourselves.

LOVE ... What are we learning about love right now? Some days I think we are 
learning a lot about love; then there are other days, like the latter part of last week 
and beginning part of this week, where I see the opposite of love ... selfishness. I 
see selfishness because, while we are all getting a little stir crazy, people would 
rather jeopardize the health and well-being of everyone by fighting and protesting 
in public against officials that say stay at home. I see this, and I say to myself, “That 
isn’t love.” Love is protecting everyone; it’s giving ourselves to help everyone. My 
hope is that we all learn to love everyone, that we see the humanity of and in 
everyone, and I have faith that we will!

The congregant also said in the card, “Such a strange and crazy time yet one filled 
with hope and love and family and friends – even if it is virtual for a while.” Indeed, 
it is! May we all continue to have faith, hope, and love.

Peace, Love, and Health,
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Virtual Easter Lilies were gifted to Saint Stephens as follows:

- In memory of Friends & Relatives from Rich & Nancy Dabbert
- In loving memory of my husband, Kenny, from Eunice Schubert

PICKUP COMMUNION SUPPLIES
We will have communion this Sunday, April 26, during 
our radio and live stream worship. We invite you to 
share communion with us ... during worship ... from 
your homes.

So we have purchased supplies for communion for 
the congregation. We now have individual serving 
packages of grape juice and a communion wafer 
available. The wafer is sealed separately on the top of 
the juice cup.

Individual serving communion supplies have been 
pre-packaged into small brown bags that are labeled 
and placed into two boxes. The individual bags of 
communion supplies are labeled “2 cups per bag” and 

“4 cups per bag.” Please take what you need.  

You can pick up communion supplies this coming 
Saturday, April 25, from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. The 
boxes of supplies will be on the bench outside door #1 
at church. Please come and pick up your supplies for 
Sunday worship.

If you get to church and there are no bags of communion 
supplies left, please call 715.575.3191 to let Rev. Lucas 
know, and he will bring more.

ASSOCIATION ETHICS COMMITTEE
Rev. Lucas was approached by Conference Minister, 
Rev. Rob McDougall, to ask if there is anyone in our 
church that would be interested in serving on the Ethics 
Committee for the Northwest Association. Ideally, a 
good candidate would have some Human Resources 
background or experience, ethics knowledge, and the 
ability to maintain confidentiality. If you are interested 
and would like more information, please email Rev. 
Lucas at:  lucas@ststephensucc.net

PRAYING TOGETHER ... 
on our WEBSITE
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to sit 
together again and pray for and 
with each other? To share our 
special intentions side by side? 
To talk at Coffee Hour and share 
our worries with a good friend, 
to ask them to pray for you? 

While we cannot yet gather 
together, we can pray together. 
And for each other. And for the 
special intentions of anyone who wishes to share these 
prayer requests. 

There now is a “Prayer” page on our website. It’s 
showcased on our Home page and easy to locate by 
clicking on the “Prayer” button right next to the Home 
button. Take a look!

Read the prayer requests of others and pause to pray 
for them. Submit your prayer requests and allow friends 
and neighbors to pray for you. Let us pray together and 
for one another. Please check it out.

www.ststephensucc.net
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed in 
our next issue of The Interpreter.

SPECIAL GIFTS

WORSHIPING TOGETHER ... Because:

We are the Church. No matter where we meet.

It’s not about the building; it’s about the people. And 
it’s not about people gathering together in person ... it’s 
about gathering together ... in spirit and in shared time 
and worship, praise and song ... even if we are each in 

our own homes. #StayHome

So JOIN US for WORSHIP:

Sundays @ 9:00 AM on WJMT, 96.3 FM Radio 
or LIVE via LiveStream on Facebook:

(https://www.facebook.com/ststephensunitedchurchofchrist)
(Scroll down to find the LIVE stream) 

Get a copy of the Sunday Bulletin to follow along at: 
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

Wednesdays @ “Any Time”  
A different, more contemplative style of Worship

Pre-Recorded Worship - Check it Out
(We don’t use a Bulletin for Wednesdays) 

Messages on our Website:
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

PS:  If you miss the LiveStream broadcast, you can still 
watch and worship anytime on Facebook 

And on our YouTube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCrvmdioKL3QcgS6UMy_XSRQ 

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships

June 7, 14, 21, 28 
July 5, 12, 19, 26

Call 715.575.3191 or email:  tina@ststephensucc.net if 
you would like to sponsor an available broadcast.

If you have an urgent need, including 
for Medical Ministry ... please call our 

Pastoral Care Hotline:  715.575.3191. 
Both Rev. Lucas and Tina will be 
monitoring these messages from 

home and can schedule one-on-one 
appointments as needed. 

FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY
This Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday. Normally, many 
of you would be bringing canned goods, our blue 
Saint Stephens shopping bags filled to the brim with 
non-perishable foods, and other goodies ... all to help 
replenish the shelves of the Merrill Community Food 
Pantry.

Unfortunately, that isn’t possible right now. Yet the 
Food Pantry still needs our support. Perhaps even 
more so. If you would normally purchase groceries 
for the Food Pantry, please consider writing a check 
instead. You can make checks payable to Saint 
Stephens but write “Food Pantry” on 
the envelope and mail them to us with 
your regular offerings if you wish, and 
we will pass those funds on to the 
Merrill Community Food Pantry. Or 
you can mail a check directly to the 
Merrill Community Food Pantry. 
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FOOD FOR KIDS bags continue to be distributed to 
parents of children who are already enrolled in this 
program on Fridays from 3:00 to 5:00 PM via “Drive 
Through” at Door 1. 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT MINISTRY is available BY 
APPOINTMENT. Call the Pastoral Hotline (715.575.3191).

SAINT STEPHENS TEMPORARILY CLOSES
Saint Stephens Church, Office, and all events are 
temporarily CLOSED due to the Safer At Home order 
related to the spread of COVID-19. Rev. Lucas, Mary 
Pat, Kim, and Tina continue to work from home. To 
reach them for essential church business, call the 
Pastoral Care Hotline at 715.575.3191 and leave a 
message or email them at:  lucas@ststephensucc.net, 
tina@ststephensucc.net, marypat@ststephensucc.net, or 
kimberly@ststephensucc.net    #StayHome

SAINT STEPHENS IS ON YOUTUBE!
Subscribe to the Saint Stephens YouTube 
channel:  https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCrvmdioKL3QcgS6UMy_
XSRQ ... Broadcasts, worship, and more! 

RADIO SPONSORSHIP
The radio broadcast for this Sunday, April 26, is 
sponsored by the Rathke pew(s) in honor of the We Are 
The Church campaign. 

Thank you for your sponsorship! As we strive to “Be The 
Church” outside of our sanctuary, our radio broadcasts 
and Live Stream on social media (Facebook) are more 
important than ever!

DOOR SIGNS
Kids, don’t forget to make your awesome signs for 
your front door facing the street ... or to go in your 
windows facing the street. Share the good news! Make 
people smile while they’re out walking! Remember 
what Pastor Lucas asked you to do during Sunday’s 
Children’s Moment? We can take Action and spread 
the excitement and joy of the Resurrection! Spread the 
good news that Jesus has Risen! If you want to, send us 
photos of your awesome signs!

TRIVIA NIGHT UPDATES
As most of you know, we were originally gearing up 
to have an awesome Trivia Night this coming Saturday, 
April 24. Obviously, that won’t be happening. However, 
if you have already paid to be a part of this Trivia Night, 
that payment will transfer to the next fundraising Trivia 
Night which will be held on October 24. (See the Logo 
for that one below!) It will be called “Through the 
Decades!”

On days that seem “dark,” get outdoors if you can. Get 
fresh air. Breathe deep and feel the space around you.
And laugh! Humor helps every situation. Watch a 
marathon of Seinfeld reruns on Hulu. Be silly. Laugh! 
This too, shall pass.

FUN FREE TRIVIA NIGHT COMING, TOO!
We are also planning to have a fun FREE trivia night ... 
just “because” ... not as a fundraiser ... as a great excuse 
to get together once we are able to get back together 
after restrictions are lifted and life has returned to 

“normal” ... so stay tuned for more information on that!
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Saint Stephens Action Eggs!
Get involved with our Saint Stephens Action Eggs! Last week we 
outlined how you can participate by finding and rehiding the eggs 
... after completing the Action on the Action Eggs. But what if you 
aren’t out and about looking for Action Eggs? What if you aren’t really 
comfortable with the idea of such a search and rehide during this time 
of #StayAtHome? Or what if you can’t or don’t want to get out? 

You can still participate! Simply look at the Actions written on the Action 
Eggs you’re seeing others post ... then DO that Action! Take a photo of 
you doing the Action, tell us what the Action Egg you saw said (even 
if you can’t take a photo of you holding the Action Egg because you 

“found” it on our Facebook page or in The Interpreter or somewhere virtually and not literally, physically). After all, 
what’s more important ... the ACTION or the egg? Taking the Action, of course!

So look at some other people’s photos of their Action Eggs. Then take Action ... do the thing ... that is says on the 
egg. 

Take a photo of your child (or you) with or without the actual Action Egg and a photo showing the Action being 
done, and either send it to Rev. Lucas or Tina ... or upload it to the new Saint Stephens Facebook Group called:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StStephensUCCActionEggs/ 

Anyone can join the group to be a part of the fun! #StayHome #ActionEggs

Send us your photos! We all want to see how you 
participate in worship, and how you are BEING the 
Church outside the sanctuary walls. 

“We ARE The Church!”

WE ARE THE CHURCH.
No matter where we meet.

We hope you are enjoying worship via FaceBook Live, YouTube, and 
WJMT! It’s definitely not as good as seeing all of your faces in person, 
but it is pretty great to still have this way to worship “together but apart.” 
We love the interaction we are seeing ... so keep the photos coming! 
We Are the Church ... No Matter Where We Meet! 

What are YOU doing to BE the church?

Top right:  Mary Stamm’s Action Egg said:  Deliver a meal to someone. One lucky recipient of Mary’s culinary skills got meatloaf 
and cheesecake delivered to his door. Above, left to right:  An Action Egg is rehidden, waiting for someone new to find it and 
take Action. Middle photo:  A thank you is ready to be mailed to Pine Crest Nursing Home. Far right photo:  Kinzie Stevenson 
mails a card to a special someone. She also learned how to address an envelope. We are finding Action Eggs are also making for 
some great teaching moments!
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
So Much Leaven

Jesus told them, “The realm of heaven is like yeast...” - 
Matthew 13:33

87% of what Jesus had to say was about choosing how to 
react to your feelings. Have an enemy you hate? Choose to 
act lovingly toward them. That sort of thing. In the language 
of 90s-era pop psychology, it’s about moving our choices 
from our reptile brains up into our human ones; from brain 
stem fight-or-flight up to prefrontal cortex complexity.

So I have reminded myself in the grocery store many a time 
lately. Only taking the one package of butter we need, not 
an extra just in case. Refusing to stock up beyond the two weeks’ worth of supplies the CDC recommends in case 
of quarantine.

Then I noticed the store was out of yeast.

Never mind, I thought. I have plenty at home. Still, I double-checked Amazon. None. Same at King Arthur Flour, 
SAME ON THE ENTIRE INTERNET. Never mind that there is plenty of bread at my local supermarket. My heart 
started to race.

I began compulsively checking Amazon. When finally a third-party seller had a package of two one-pound bags 
available, I pounced. Only after the transaction was complete did I remember I had found some food-grade yeast 
for sale from a laboratory supply shop the day before and ordered a one-pound bag.

I had become a hoarder of leaven.

We all go a little reptile-brained once in a while, especially these days. It’s OK. It’s also never too late to hitch your 
thinking back up into the ole prefrontal cortex. Which is to say, it’s never too late to act like a Christian. So:

I’m sorry I bought all the yeast. If you need some, just LMK. I’ll mail it to you, free.

Prayer

Lord, bless and prosper the sourdough starter I made “just in case” while I was panic-buying the yeast. Er, I mean, 
please make me generous and calm and high-minded. Amen.

by Quinn Caldwell

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Cliff Williams
Vice President Christopher Stamm
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Cheryl Buck
  Beth Houle
  Chris Stevenson
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Bonnie Koelsch
  Paula McIntyre
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Youth Rep Alex Goetsch
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

TODAY IS EARTH DAY
Today, Wednesday, April 22, 2020, is Earth Day. How 
will you celebrate God’s beautiful earth? How will you 
care for it? What can you do today? Did you know that 
right now the earth is healing because traffic emissions 
are greatly reduced across our nation and the world?
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PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,) 
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits, 
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the 
hospital. We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

BOY SCOUTS ... 
SCOUTING FOR FOOD, GOES ONLINE
April is when the Boy Scouts typically do their annual 
food drive to collect donations to support their local food 
pantries. With the Safer At Home order in place and the 
COVID-19 crisis, this year they will not be able  to go 
out and collect food. So this year they came up with an 
alternate plan. Cash donations can now be made online 
or via text, and funds will be tracked by zip code, so 
the funds will stay local. If you would typically donate 
food in the Scouting For Food bag you get annually on 
your front door handle, or if you would like to donate 
financially to support our local food pantry during this 
time of crisis for many families, please choose one of 
the options below and help support Scouting For Food 
and your local food pantry.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

SCHOOL DESKS FOR SALE
Teaching school at home? Hmmm. Perhaps these will 
now be in higher demand to maintain order in your 

“classroom.” SCHOOL DESKS FOR SALE. Please call Tina 
at 715.575.3191 or email 
tina@ststephensucc.net 
to purchase. FCFS.

Vintage Metal and wood 
school desks (some 
with graffiti) (See photo 
on right):  $15 each 
(Approx. 15 available)

Upcycle - Repurpose - Reinvent - Pinterest!

Plus with a little creativity 
... THIS (above) ... could 
become THAT (See redone 
desk at the left.)(Project on 
left found on Pinterest.)

... THAT

THIS ...
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Subscribe to The Interpreter
If you don’t already receive The Interpreter, we 
invite you to let us know, and we will be happy to 
send it to you either by mail or email, whichever 
you prefer! Sign up/subscribe yourself here: 

https://ststephensucc.net/resources/newsletters 

Or contact Tina at tina@ststephensucc.net or call 
the church office at 715.536.7322.

&
Worship with us Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM ... 

listen on the Radio or Join us for our  
Livestream on Facebook!

“WE ARE THE CHURCH”

Know someone who can’t get The Interpreter 
because they don’t have Internet? Print a 
copy for them and drop it off at their home. 
They’ll enjoy reading all the latest ... your being 
thoughtful ... and a great “social distancing” 
gesture of community and faith!


