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The Season of Easter

I don’t know about you, but now that Holy Week is behind us and I’ve had 
time to reflect on it, I feel a closer connection to Holy Week than I ever 
have. I think it’s because Holy Week this year was the closest we have ever 

been to feeling and experiencing a real Holy Week. We have Jesus’ empty 
tomb in the scriptures, and we experienced an empty sanctuary here! I see us 
all spread out, stuck in our homes, fearful, confused, yet filled with a sense of 
hope. Hope of what is to come. And what is to come, as I said on Sunday, is 
our resurrection.

And it’s not going to happen overnight; resurrection takes time. Did you know 
we are still in the season of Easter and that it will last until Pentecost? I think we 
think of Easter as just this past Sunday, but that’s not the case. Easter continues! 
Easter is a story! Resurrection is a story! And like any good story, a story has a 
beginning, middle, and end. And we are not at the end yet. So, in the coming 
weeks, the scriptures we will read continue the Easter story. This week, the 
scripture takes place on the evening of the day Jesus was resurrected.

So, what does this mean for us? It means that the story of our resurrection 
continues, it has a beginning, middle, and end. I know we all look forward 
to the end; we all want it to be here now, today. But resurrection takes time. 
Once we reach that point and we are resurrected, believe me, we are going 
to celebrate! We are going to celebrate in the same way we do on Easter for 
Christ’s resurrection. We are going to celebrate together, in the church, with joy, 
song, and communion.

Our resurrection is coming, friends. Until then, may the season of Easter give 
us time to rejoice and experience what it means when we say Christ is risen.

Love, Peace, and Health,
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Call the church office

If you would normally have purchased or sponsored Easter lilies for the 
sanctuary, we invite you to use those funds to sponsor “virtual” Easter 
lilies. Simply mail in a memorial offering in memory of a loved one and 
mark it as a “Virtual Easter Lily Offering.” We will record those funds as 
a Memorial fund offering which helps our general fund ... to maintain 
and pay for general fund expenses like building maintenance, staff, office 
supplies, etc. ... but we will publish them in a special section in The 
Interpreter called “Virtual Easter Lilies.” This section will be published 

next week to allow everyone who wishes to participate to do so.

We pray you had a blessed Easter! The difference this year, exemplified in how we worshiped and how we 
celebrated this Easter Sunday, is a reminder that real, true love, is sacrificial ... like the love Jesus had for us ... by 
sacrificing time spent together and celebrating apart from one another this year ... in order to keep our families 
and friends, and even strangers, safe and healthy. Make no mistake, friends, this is #RealLove!

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

NOW! 
 $20.00 in memory of Norm Ziemke from Sharon Detert 
 $20.00 in memory of Norman Ziemke from Charmaine Storm

Memorial Fund  
 $50.00 in memory of Leo Fehlberg from Mike & Sue Kunkel 
 $20.00 in memory of Norm Ziemke from The Ushers Club 
 $20.00 in memory of Norm Ziemke from Lois Latzig 
 $20.00 in memory of Norm Hass for his April 24 birthday from Linda Hass 
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Mike & Glynis Schroeder 
 $20.00 in memory of Norm Ziemke from Mike & Glynis Schroeder

Radio Ministry 
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Hoff from Lissette Frick 
 $200.00 in memory of parents and grandparents from the Harlan Fausch Family

Food For Kids 
 $20.00 in honor of Bill & Carol Weber’s 60th wedding anniversary on April 9, 2020 
 $20.00 in honor of David Donner’s 90th birthday

New Boiler Fund 
 $20.00 in memory of Norm Ziemke from Gay & Sally Oberg 
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Gay & Sally Oberg 
 $30.00 in memory of Norman Ziemke from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $20.00 in memory of Norm Ziemke from Bryan & Linda Plautz 
 $10.00 in memory of Norman Ziemke from Arlo & Eunice Berndt

Food For Kids 
 $500.00 in loving memory of my husband, Jim, from Leesa Roth

SPECIAL GIFTS
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WORSHIPING TOGETHER ... Because:

We are the Church. No matter where we meet.

It’s not about the building; it’s about the people. And 
it’s not about people gathering together in person ... it’s 
about gathering together ... in spirit and in shared time 
and worship, praise and song ... even if we are each in 

our own homes. #StayHome

So JOIN US for WORSHIP:

Sundays @ 9:00 AM on WJMT, 96.3 FM Radio 
or LIVE via LiveStream on Facebook:

(https://www.facebook.com/ststephensunitedchurchofchrist)
(Scroll down to find the LIVE stream) 

Get a copy of the Sunday Bulletin to follow along at: 
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

Wednesdays @ “Any Time”  
A different, more contemplative style of Worship

Pre-Recorded Worship - Check it Out
(We don’t use a Bulletin for Wednesdays) 

Messages on our Website:
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

PS:  If you miss the LiveStream broadcast, you can still 
watch and worship anytime on Facebook 

And on our YouTube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCrvmdioKL3QcgS6UMy_XSRQ 

SCHOOL DESKS FOR SALE
Teaching school at home? Hmmm. Perhaps these will 
now be in higher demand to maintain order in your 

“classroom.” SCHOOL DESKS FOR SALE. Please call Tina 
at 715.575.3191 or email 
tina@ststephensucc.net 
to purchase. FCFS.

Vintage Metal and wood 
school desks (some 
with graffiti) (See photo 
on right):  $15 each 
(Approx. 15 available)

Upcycle - Repurpose - Reinvent - Pinterest!

Plus with a little creativity 
... THIS (above) ... could 
become THAT (See redone 
desk at the left.)(Project on 
left found on Pinterest.)

... THAT

THIS ...

A NEW ARRIVAL!
Congratulations to Troy & Katelyn Veith on the birth of 
baby boy, David Leroy Veith, born February 20, 2020, 
measuring 19 1/2 inches long and weighing 6 pounds, 1 
ounce, arriving a few weeks ahead of schedule! 

Mom & Dad are doing well, and big sister, Elizabeth, 
is so excited to have a baby brother. Welcome to the 
world, David! And congratulations to the Veith family!

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships

May 31 
June 7, 14, 21, 28 
July 5, 12, 19, 26

Call 715.575.3191 or email:  tina@ststephensucc.net if 
you would like to sponsor an available broadcast.

If you have an urgent need, including 
for Medical Ministry ... please call our 

Pastoral Care Hotline:  715.575.3191. 
Both Rev. Lucas and Tina will be 
monitoring these messages from 

home and can schedule one-on-one 
appointments as needed. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Saint Stephens Action Eggs!
Did you join us (either LiveStream or listening on the radio) for Easter Sunday 
worship? If so, then you’re already familiar with the Saint Stephens Action Eggs! 
Perhaps you were even one of the lucky kids (or adults) who picked one up from 
the bench outside of church.

For those of you who aren’t familiar with this concept, these eggs are faux Easter  
eggs that say “St Stephens UCC Action Egg” on one side, and then when you flip 
it over, it gives you an Action to take, such as this one that says “Send a card to 
Someone.” The idea is that you will take the Action ... do the thing ... that is says 
on the egg. 

Then, when you have done that, take a photo of your child (or you) with the egg and the Action and a photo showing 
the Action being done, and either send it to Rev. Lucas or Tina ... or upload it to the new Saint Stephens Facebook 

Group called:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/StStephensUCCActionEggs/ 

Anyone can join the group to be a part of the fun! Afterwards, and after this snow 
has melted, HIDE your Action Egg somewhere 
around town with the “St Stephens UCC Action Egg” 
side facing up, where someone else can easily find it 
on a walk for their daily fresh air. We hope someone 
new will find it, pick it up, complete the action, and 
then find us on Facebook and share the awesome 
actions they’re taking as a result of finding our eggs! 
And then hide it again. Have fun with it and help 
spread some joy! #StayHome

FOOD FOR KIDS bags continue to be distributed to 
parents of children who are already enrolled in this 
program on Fridays from 3:00 to 5:00 PM via “Drive 
Through” at Door 1. 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT MINISTRY is available BY 
APPOINTMENT. Call the Pastoral Hotline (715.575.3191).

SAINT STEPHENS TEMPORARILY CLOSES
Saint Stephens Church, Office, and all events are 
temporarily CLOSED due to the Safer At Home order 
related to the spread of COVID-19. Rev. Lucas, Mary 
Pat, Kim, and Tina continue to work from home. To 
reach them for essential church business, call the 
Pastoral Care Hotline at 715.575.3191 and leave a 
message or email them at:  lucas@ststephensucc.net, 
tina@ststephensucc.net, marypat@ststephensucc.net, or 
kimberly@ststephensucc.net    #StayHome

SAINT STEPHENS IS ON YOUTUBE!
Subscribe to the Saint Stephens YouTube 
channel:  https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCrvmdioKL3QcgS6UMy_
XSRQ ... Broadcasts, worship, and more! 

RADIO SPONSORSHIP
The radio broadcast for this Sunday, April 19, is sponsored 
in memory of Marvin & Delores Hass for their April 19 
anniversary from Kristine Smith. 

Thank you for your sponsorship! As we strive to “Be The 
Church” outside of our sanctuary, our radio broadcasts 
and LiveStream on social media (Facebook) are more 
important than ever!

Right:  Alex Neumann with his thank you card. His mom 
Kristy said, “He had a ‘thank a healthcare worker’ action 
egg. One of our friends is a nurse in Appleton and she’s 
in the thick of it now working long hours so he sent a 
card to her.” 

Above:  Ava Salter made 2 hands 
to send “hugs” to people she is 
missing!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Above, left to right:  Alex, Diane, and Amy Goetsch watch Lenten worship on one electronic device while following 
along in the bulletin on a second electronic device. Great way to do it if you don’t have a printer available! Chris 
& Sara Doerr; Alex, Amy, and Diane Goetsch; and John Schewe watch Easter Sunday worship.
Below, left to right:  Ava Salter listening to the children’s moment; and Alex Neumann listens to worship and the 
children’s moments while dying eggs.

Send us your photos! We all want to see how you 
participate in worship, and how you are BEING the 
Church outside the sanctuary walls. 

“We ARE The Church!”

WE ARE THE CHURCH.
No matter where we meet.

We hope you are enjoying worship via FaceBook Live, YouTube, and 
WJMT! It’s definitely not as good as seeing all of your faces in person, 
but it is pretty great to still have this way to worship “together but apart.” 
We love the interaction we are seeing ... so keep the photos coming! 
We Are the Church ... No Matter Where We Meet! 

What are YOU doing to BE the church?

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Be a Witness

You are witnesses of these things. - Luke 24:48

After the resurrection, Jesus reveals himself to people who are consumed in 
grief by his crucifixion. They are startled by him and believe they are seeing 
a ghost. It’s difficult for them to immediately reconcile the miracle of Jesus’s 
presence with the seeming finality and devastation of his death.

This is one of the first glimpses of the challenge of being a witness to the 
promise of Easter. The world can be seemingly falling apart, and we’re called 
to believe that salvation is still possible. Our loved ones die from diseases we 
can’t cure. World leaders start wars that never end. The greedy have plenty 
and many of us struggle to survive.

And yet we still believe that grace and mercy will keep saving us.

We’re still called to embody the grace and mercy of the One who did save us.

We find seas of hope in spiritual deserts.

We witness violence and death all around us and somehow know that Divine love hasn’t lost its power.

The Resurrection gives us permission to challenge the limits of permanence—even the apparent permanence of 
death.

And that is the call of being a witness.

The promises of God won’t fail us, and the miracle of Jesus is true. When disappointment surrounds us—even when 
we disappoint ourselves—we can keep going. When it feels as if we can’t go on, everlasting love and everlasting 
life will embrace and revive us. In a world of finite ends, “It is finished” gave us a holy beginning.

Prayer

Make my life a living testimony. Renew me and restore me so that I may be a witness to the power of your 
resurrection. Amen.

by Marchaé Grair

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Cliff Williams
Vice President Christopher Stamm
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Cheryl Buck
  Beth Houle
  Chris Stevenson
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Bonnie Koelsch
  Paula McIntyre
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Youth Rep Alex Goetsch
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,) 
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits, 
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the 
hospital. We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

Alleluia! He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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PRINT INTERPRETER ON HIATUS
Just a reminder, we will NOT have a PRINT edition of 
The Interpreter until future notice. 

When we get back into the office and begin creating 
print editions again, or effective for May 2020, we will 
be going to a monthly publication. Shorter weekly 
updates will continue to be sent via email at that time.

If you aren’t already receiving The Interpreter via email, 
join our emailing list to get those updates ... even if you 
also subscribe to the printer edition normally. 

KEEP
CALM

AND
WASH 
YOUR 

HANDS

CS243041B

BOY SCOUTS ... 
SCOUTING FOR FOOD, GOES ONLINE
April is when the Boy Scouts typically do their annual 
food drive to collect donations to support their local food 
pantries. With the Safer At Home order in place and the 
COVID-19 crisis, this year they will not be able  to go 
out and collect food. So this year they came up with an 
alternate plan. Cash donations can now be made online 
or via text, and funds will be tracked by zip code, so 
the funds will stay local. If you would typically donate 
food in the Scouting For Food bag you get annually on 
your front door handle, or if you would like to donate 
financially to support our local food pantry during this 
time of crisis for many families, please choose one of 
the options below and help support Scouting For Food 
and your local food pantry.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

We will get 
through this 

TOGETHER even 
if we are APART. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Subscribe to The Interpreter
If you don’t already receive The Interpreter, we 
invite you to let us know, and we will be happy to 
send it to you either by mail or email, whichever 
you prefer! Sign up/subscribe yourself here: 

https://ststephensucc.net/resources/newsletters 

Or contact Tina at tina@ststephensucc.net or call 
the church office at 715.536.7322.

&
Worship with us Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM ... 

listen on the Radio or Join us for our  
Livestream on Facebook!

“WE ARE THE CHURCH”

Know someone who can’t get The Interpreter 
because they don’t have Internet? Print a 
copy for them and drop it off at their home. 
They’ll enjoy reading all the latest ... your being 
thoughtful ... and a great “social distancing” 
gesture of community and faith!
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