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A Different, Yet Unchanged Holy Week

We are in the midst of a Holy Week that has never been experienced 
before. As people of faith, of course we long to gather to worship this 
week because we mourn the loss of ritual, fellowship, and song. I’ve 

even heard requests from some parishioners to have “parking lot” worships this 
week. I’m sorry to say that for the well-being of the church’s staff and members 
and for the best interest of the community, we will be continuing worship the way 
we have been and listening to the safer at home order by our Governor.

Why? Because as we all will learn on Maundy Thursday, Jesus gives the 
commandment to “love each other. Just as I have loved you, so you also must 
love each other.” Friends, there is no better way to worship this Holy Week than 
to protect all of God’s children by worshiping from our homes. And that’s why our 
Holy Week this year will be taking place in the 
following way:

Maundy Thursday worship has been pre-
recorded, involving myself, Darlene, and Jim. I will 
download our worship onto our YouTube channel 
by Thursday. You can also find the service video 
recording through a link on our website, where 
you will also find the bulletin. As you know, the 
main focus for Maundy Thursday is the sacrament 
of communion. I will still be holding communion during this worship; the only 
difference is that you all will be partaking from your homes either through the 
radio or virtually. Due to this change, I invite you to have wine, grape juice, or 
another beverage available and have either bread or crackers available in your 
home, because I will invite you to eat the bread and drink the cup from your 
homes while I preside. This way we can still have Communion together!

Good Friday worship has also been pre-recorded, involving myself, Darlene, and 
Jim. I will download our worship onto our YouTube channel by Friday. You can 
also find the service video recording through a link on our website, where you 
will also find the bulletin. Like in years past, our Good Friday service is a Tenebrae 
service, so I invite you to worship in a dimly lit or candle lit area in your home.

Easter Sunday worship will take place as all Sunday worship services have, at 
9:00 AM, through the radio and Facebook Live Stream. Be assured friends, it feels 
weird to me, too, to celebrate Easter in this way. But I am reminded of the words 
William P Brown said in a Facebook group I am part of. He said, “Let us make 
this Easter profoundly memorable by celebrating the ‘empty tomb,’ by letting our 
sacred gathering places remain empty as testimony that lives are also being saved 
in doing so.” I also find a connection between our reaction to the idea of an empty 
church on Easter and the reaction of Mary Magdalene when she finds the empty 
tomb.

As we embark on this unconventional Holy Week, I want to reiterate something 
that I read by a fellow pastor who said, “The beautiful truth of these dark days 
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(Continued from page 1)
is this, that even in the middle of a terrifying pandemic, even when schedules are interrupted, even when 
chaos is ever-present, even when people are scattered, even when buildings filled with chairs and pews and 
classrooms are closed, the church is still the church and love is still love.” May this remind each of us that 
there is always life abound, always restoration happening, and always resurrection taking place in our midst.

Friends, the resurrection is not dependent on us; only God calls us to new life. Only God restores us to life! 
Please continue to shelter in place at your homes and social distance. We are the church, no matter where 
we meet.

Love, Peace, and Health,

STIMULUS PAYMENT SCAM ALERT
As most of you know, many taxpayers are expected to receive a 
stimulus payment from the federal government as a part of the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, 
possibly within the next few weeks. The stimulus package was 
barely announced when scam artists started ramping up their 
efforts to defraud people. 
The Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) in 
Washington, DC, is urging people to be very cautious and guard 
against sharing your informtion with anyone or falling prey to one 
of these scams. Here are some great safety tips:

• Do not respond to any phone calls, emails, text messages, or people who show up at your door claiming to 
be from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). That’s NOT how they do business. 

• The IRS will NEVER contact you by telephone to ask you for your personal identification or financial information 
in order to provide you with an economic impact payment.

• The IRS will NEVER contact you and ask you to make any kind of payment using an iTunes card, gift card, 
prepaid debit card, money order, or wire transfer.

• The IRS will NEVER request personal or financial information by phone, e-mail, text messages, letters, or any 
social media.

• If you receive a call from someone claiming to be from the IRS asking for your personal identification or 
financial information, HANG UP. If you receive emails, do NOT click on any links or attachments to the 
emails. Instead, forward them to:  phishing@irs.gov. 

• If you owe Federal taxes, or think you might owe taxes, call the IRS at 1-800-829-1040. IRS employees can 
help you with your payment questions.

• Report ALL suspicious communications on TIGTA’s website at www.TIGTA.gov, and follow the prompts to 
report IRS-related coronavirus scams.

Also, be aware of other unrelated scams (such as saying you are a lottery or sweepstakes winner) and solicitations 
(such as debt relief offers) that fraudulently claim to be from the IRS.
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER ...  
WORSHIPING TOGETHER ...  

but a little differently.

WE ARE THE CHURCH ... No matter where we meet.

It’s not about the building; it’s about the people. And 
it’s not about people gathering together in person ... it’s 
about gathering together ... in spirit and in shared time 
and worship, praise and song ... even if we are each in 
our own homes. #StayHome

So JOIN US for Holy Week & Easter Sunday WORSHIP:

Maundy Thursday Worship - Any Time
Pre-Recorded Worship and Bulletin

Available on Our Website: 
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

And our YouTube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCrvmdioKL3QcgS6UMy_XSRQ

Good Friday Worship - Any Time
Pre-Recorded Worship and Bulletin

Available on Our Website: 
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

And our YouTube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCrvmdioKL3QcgS6UMy_XSRQ

Easter Sunday Worship @ 9:00 AM  
on WJMT, 96.3 FM

 or LIVE via LiveStream on Facebook:
(https://www.facebook.com/ststephensunitedchurchofchrist)

(Scroll down to find the LIVE stream)

The Bulletin is available on our website: 
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream
Also, if you miss the LiveStream broadcast, you can still 

watch and worship anytime on Facebook 

And on our YouTube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCrvmdioKL3QcgS6UMy_XSRQ 

RADIO SPONSORSHIP
The radio broadcast for this Sunday, April 12, is 
sponsored in memory of loved ones by Mari Nelson.

The radio broadcast for last Sunday, April 5, was 
sponsored in memory of parents and grandparents from 
the Harlan Fausch family. 

Thank you for your sponsorship! As we strive to “Be The 
Church” outside of our sanctuary, our radio broadcasts 
and LiveStream on social media (Facebook) are more 
important than ever!

Virtual
    Easter
      Lilies ...

Normally this week we would be preparing to decorate 
the sanctuary with lots of Easter lilies and other live and 
potted spring flowers to celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus on Easter Sunday. The fragrance of lilies would 
be wafting throughout the entire building complex. Alas, 
this year we cannot do that.

If you would normally purchase or sponsor Easter lilies 
for the sanctuary, we invite you to use those funds to 
sponsor “virtual” Easter lilies. Simply mail in a memorial 
offering in memory of a loved one and mark it as a 

“Virtual Easter Lily Offering.” We will record those funds 
as a Memorial fund offering which helps our general 
fund ... to maintain and pay for general fund expenses 
like building maintenance, staff, office supplies, etc., ... 
but we will publish them in a special section in The 
Interpreter called “Virtual Easter Lilies.” This section will 
be published in TWO WEEKS to allow everyone who 
wishes to participate to do so.

Wishing you all a very blessed Easter! We may not all be 
able to spend it with loved ones this year, but remember 
that real, true love, is sacrificial ... like the love Jesus had 
for us ... and we are being called to celebrate Easter a bit 
differently this year, by sacrificing time spent together 
and celebrating apart from one another this year ... in 
order to keep our families and friends and even strangers 
safe and healthy by slowing the spread of COVID-19. 
But make no mistake, friends, this is #RealLove!
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Even More Ideas to Keep Kids Busy ...  
And Maintain Social Distancing

Here are even more ideas for keeping kids (and adults!) 
busy and isolated and at home. #StayHome

• Get outside! Maintain social distance from others 
not in your household, but take advantage of the 
opportunity to get outdoors. On sunny days, ride 
bikes, go for walks, or roller blade. On rainy days, 
go for a walk, stomp in puddles, and make mud 
pies.

• Draw on sidewalks with sidewalk chalk. Decorate 
your neighborhood’s sidewalks and put smiles on 
faces. Design positive, encouraging messages with 
chalk! Decorate the sidewalks in front of churches 
for Holy Week!

• Take a virtual trip. Many popular destinations 
... like museums and zoos ... are offering virtual 
programming on a daily or weekly basis. Google 
a well known zoo or museum, go to their website, 
and check out their offerings.

• Learn a new language ... Use the DuoLingo app 
(free) or Rosetta Stone and get fluent in a new 
language.

• Build a treehouse or “fort” in your yard. Repurpose 
old doors and windows, scrap wood, fabric or old 
clothes to make curtains, etc. Get creative!

• Go on a scavenger hunt. Google “scavenger hunt 
ideas” for some awesome inspiration. 

• Rake a neighbor’s yard! Especially an eldery or shut-
in neighbor’s 
yard. Just show 
up with your 
own rakes and 
garbage bags 
and go to it!

FOOD FOR KIDS bags continue to be distributed to 
parents of children who are already enrolled in this 
program on Fridays from 3:00 to 5:00 PM via “Drive 
Through” at Door 1. 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT MINISTRY is available BY 
APPOINTMENT. Call the Pastoral Hotline (715.575.3191).

SAINT STEPHENS TEMPORARILY CLOSES
Saint Stephens Church is temporarily CLOSED due to the 
Safer At Home order related to the spread of COVID-19. 
That means any and all events that normally occur 
in the church building except for Food For Kids bag 
distribution and Medical Ministry are NOT happening 
until further notice.  #StayHome

The Church Office is CLOSED. Rev. Lucas, Mary Pat, 
Kim, and Tina continue to work from home. To reach 
them for essential church business, call the Pastoral 
Care Hotline at 715.575.3191 and leave a message 
or email them at:  lucas@ststephensucc.net, tina@
ststephensucc.net, marypat@ststephensucc.net, or 
kimberly@ststephensucc.net

SAINT STEPHENS IS ON YOUTUBE!
Saint Stephens now has our own YouTube channel ... 
where we’ll be broadcasting some new and different 
and fun things you won’t find anywhere else ... Come 
and check it out! Here’s the link to our  
channel: https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCrvmdioKL3QcgS6UMy_
XSRQ ... Please SUBSCRIBE and then 
watch our broadcasts and worship here! 
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MORE COVID-19 CHANGES ... STAY HOME ORDER:

“INSPIRATION AND IDEAS”

You’re trying to do all the right things, but this is tough. 
This definitely isn’t normal. Here are some “Inspiration and 
Ideas” you can use today and in the days to come!

Wear a mask when you go out and about. You’re only 
leaving your yard once every week or so to get the 
basic necessities. That’s awesome! In addition to Social 
Distancing while shopping (staying 6 feet or more away 

from your fellow shoppers) 
and shopping during the 
slowest times of the week, 
consider wearing a homemade mask! Save the hospital grade masks for our most-
at-risk healthcare workers. But wear a scarf, bandana, or homemade mask to keep 
any droplets you breath from carrying illness to others ... just in case you are sick 
and don’t know it yet or an asymptomatic carrier. The jury is still out on how 
much fabric masks helps but one thing is for certain:  they can’t hurt! Fabric masks 
can be laundered with the rest of your laundry in hot water to kill germs, bacteria, 
and viruses that may get on your mask. Wash your fabric masks often.

Wearing rubber gloves may create a false sense of security and contribute to cross-contamination. But washing 
your hands with hot soap and water is another proven way to help prevent the spread of ALL illnesses, including 
COVID-19. So in lieu of using gloves, just use lots of soap and water and wash hands frequently.

Get outdoors if at ALL possible. Go for a walk or walk 
your dog (staying 6 feet away from people you encounter 
on your walk) or stay in your yard but still be sociable. 
Yell a greeting or two to your neighbors across the street 
or the alley (keeping that minimum 6 foot social distance), 
but breathe in fresh air and get some conversation. Call 
out a thank you to the mail person and UPS delivery 
person. Sit on your front porch or front steps and greet 
people who are walking with a friendly 
hello! These ideas will help keep you 
from feeling claustrophic and isolated. 

Practice Gratitude. Keep a gratitude journal. Write notes to thank 
people who are important to you or have gone the extra mile for you 
or others in some way or just to encourage someone. Make a list of 
your blessings. Post it on your fridge, bathroom mirror, or wall where 
you will see it often.

Keep yourself busy. Doing jigsaw 
puzzles is a great option and something 
you can do by yourself if you live alone, 
or with others if you don’t.

Do you have some “Inspiration and 
Ideas” to share to help people during 
the COVID-19 crisis? Take photos and 
send them, and your ideas, to:  tina@
ststephensucc.net and they may appear 
in a future issue of The Interpreter. 
#StayHome

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Thanks to everyone who participated in our Live 
Worship via FaceBook and YouTube this past Sunday 
or listened on the radio. We love the interaction we are 
seeing ... keep the photos coming and we’ll “See you” 
at Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday 
worship!

KEEP SENDING IN YOUR PICS ... WE LOVE SEEING YOUR PHOTOS!

Send us your photos! We all want to see how you 
participate in worship, and how you are BEING the 
Church outside the sanctuary walls. 

“We ARE The Church!”

WE ARE THE CHURCH.
No matter where we meet.

Worshiping from afar is different. It’s new. But it’s kind of exciting to see 
what everyone is doing! 

How are you and your family being the church? 
How are you worshiping? We want to know and 
to share it with others! Email us your pictures 
and tell us about them. What are YOU doing to 
BE the church?

Right:  Mary Stamm made a cross from her palm.
Below, left to right:  Kinzie Stevenson and the 
Stevensons’ display of Jesus, Lazarus, Mary & 
Martha; Ava Salter praying during Palm Sunday 
worship.
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Want to make your own Challah Bread (pronounced 
“halla”) for Communion? Here’s the recipe used by 
Renee Williams who volunteers to bake Challah Bread 
for communion for us at church.

INGREDIENTS
2 tsp. active dry or instant yeast
1 c. lukewarm water
5 to 5 1/2 c. all purpose flour
1/2 c. Wisconsin maple syrup
2 tsp. salt
4 large eggs (3 for bread, 1 for the egg wash)
1/4 c. olive oil

EQUIPMENT NEEDED
Standing mixer with dough hook (optional)
Large mixing bowl, small bowl
Bench scraper or sharp knife
Baking sheet, Parchment paper
Clean dishtowel
Basting brush
Plastic wrap 
Measuring cups and spoons

DIRECTIONS
1. Sprinkle the yeast over the warm water in a small bowl to dissolve it and add a healthy pinch of salt.

2. Mix the flour and salt together in the bowl of the standing mixer or in the large mixing bowl if kneading by hand.

3. Make a well or small indent in the center of the flour and add 3 eggs, the maple syrup, and the oil. Whisk these 
together to form a slurry, pulling in a little flour from the sides of the bowl.

4. Pour the yeast mixture over the egg slurry. Mix everything together with a mixer using the bread dough hook or 
if doing this by hand, use a long-handled spoon, until you form a shaggy dough that is difficult to mix.

5. With the dough hook attachment, knead the dough on low speed for 6 to 8 minutes. (Alternatively, turn the 
dough onto a floured work surface and knead by hand for about 10 minutes.) If the dough seems very sticky, 
add more flour, a tablespoon at a time, until it feels tacky but no longer like bubblegum. The dough has finished 
kneading when it is soft, smooth, and holds a ball shape. The dough will still be tacky, but should not stick to your 
hands.

6. Place the dough in a warm, oiled bowl. Cover with plastic wrap and place somewhere warm. Let the dough rise 
until doubled in size or more, 1 1/2 to 2 hours or longer.

7. Separate the dough into three equal pieces and roll each piece into a long rope roughly 1 inch thick and 16 
inches long. If the ropes shrink as you try to roll them, let them rest 5 minutes to relax the gluten and then try again.

8. Gather the ropes and squeeze them together at the very top, then braid the three ropes together (like braiding 
hair or yarn) and squeeze the ends together when complete. (You can also create and use more ropes for a fancier 
loaf. There’s a great YouTube video on braiding bread here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RP6j7esQyjk)

9. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper and lift the Challah Bread rope carefully and place it onto the 
parchment. Drape it with a clean dishtowel. Place the pan somewhere warm and away from drafts and let it rise 
until puffed and pillowy, about an hour.

10. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F for 20 minutes. Remove the towel. Whisk 1 egg and brush it all over the 
Challah Bread. Be sure to get it in the cracks and down the sides of the braided loaf. 

11. Put baking sheet into the oven and bake for 17 to 25 minutes, rotating the pan halfway through baking. The 
Challah Bread is done when it is deeply browned.

12. Remove from oven and place Challah Bread on a cooling rack until just barely warm. Slice and eat. Tastes 
delicious with honey on top.     Makes 1 loaf.

Challah Bread Recipe

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
You Will Betray Me

And while they were eating, Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, one of you will 
betray me.” They were deeply grieved and began to ask him, “Surely not I, Lord?” 
- Matthew 26:21-22

A friend recently went back on her word and I felt betrayed. How dare she!

After all, people are supposed to be unfailingly consistent and keep their promises. 
Integrity is doing the right thing even when no one is watching. Honesty is the 
best policy. All that.

But the honest truth is I don’t always “walk the talk” when it comes to living all 
that. None of us do. We routinely lie, mislead and misrepresent. In doing so we 
betray ourselves, our values, our relationships, our God. If you deny that you lie, 
well, you just did.

“One of you will betray me,” might be the biggest understatement of Holy Week. 
Jesus doesn’t mention which disciple he has in mind. He doesn’t have to. He’s 
talking about all of them. The betrayal didn’t only come when Judas handed 
Jesus over to the authorities with a kiss, it happened when the disciples denied they would ever betray Jesus. Their 
denials flew in the face of Jesus’ teaching that humility and repentance are more blessed than boasting and self-
righteousness.

What makes this week holy is not our pretensions to innocence. What makes this week holy is the invitation to 
confess our betrayals and be forgiven.

Prayer

Jesus, I have betrayed you and will betray you again. Forgive me. Restore me. Remember me when you come into 
your kingdom. Amen.

by Matthew Laney

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Cliff Williams
Vice President Christopher Stamm
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Cheryl Buck
  Beth Houle
  Chris Stevenson
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Bonnie Koelsch
  Paula McIntyre
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Youth Rep Alex Goetsch
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,) 
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits, 
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the 
hospital. We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

Live Lent With Love

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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PRINT INTERPRETER ON HIATUS
We do not currently have the ability to produce a print 
edition of The Interpreter with staff working from home. 
We WILL continue to update you via email, our website, 
our YouTube channel, and Facebook with important 
information, so if you have Internet access, please 
tap into those resources ASAP. And if you do need 
something, please reach out to Rev. Lucas, Mary Pat, 
or Tina via our Pastoral Care Hotline (715.575.3191) or 
their emails on page 2.  

To reiterate, we will NOT have a PRINT edition of The 
Interpreter until future notice. 

When we get back into the office and begin creating 
print editions again, or effective for May 2020, we will 
be going to a monthly publication.

Shorter weekly updates will continue to be sent via 
email at that time.

If you have an urgent need, including 
for Medical Ministry ... please call our 

Pastoral Care Hotline:  715.575.3191. 
Both Rev. Lucas and Tina will be 
monitoring these messages from 

home and can schedule one-on-one 
appointments as needed. 

KEEP
CALM

AND
WASH 
YOUR 

HANDS

CS243041B

BOY SCOUTS ... 
SCOUTING FOR FOOD, GOES ONLINE
April is when the Boy Scouts typically do their annual 
food drive to collect donations to support their local food 
pantries. With the Safer At Home order in place and the 
COVID-19 crisis, this year they will not be able  to go 
out and collect food. So this year they came up with an 
alternate plan. Cash donations can now be made online 
or via text, and funds will be tracked by zip code, so 
the funds will stay local. If you would typically donate 
food in the Scouting For Food bag you get annually on 
your front door handle, or if you would like to donate 
financially to support our local food pantry during this 
time of crisis for many families, please choose one of 
the options below and help support Scouting For Food 
and your local food pantry.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

SPECIAL GIFTS
Special gifts and memorials received will be included in 
next week’s edition of The Interpreter.

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships

April 26 
May 17, 31

Call 715.575.3191 or email:  tina@ststephensucc.net 
if you would like to sponsor an available broadcast.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Subscribe to The Interpreter
If you don’t already receive The Interpreter, we 
invite you to let us know, and we will be happy to 
send it to you either by mail or email, whichever 
you prefer! Sign up/subscribe yourself here: 

https://ststephensucc.net/resources/newsletters 

Or contact Tina at tina@ststephensucc.net or call 
the church office at 715.536.7322.

&
Worship with us Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM ... 

listen on the Radio or Join us for our  
Livestream on Facebook!

“WE ARE THE CHURCH”

Know someone who can’t get The Interpreter 
because they don’t have Internet? Print a 
copy for them and drop it off at their home. 
They’ll enjoy reading all the latest ... your being 
thoughtful ... and a great “social distancing” 
gesture of community and faith!
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