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April 1, 2020Doubts in a Time of Pandemic
Since the beginning of the Coronavirus pandemic, I seem to keep seeing and 
hearing a repetition of two different sayings. One is a statement that God is the 
one who brought and has “inflicted” the virus onto us. And the other is one of 
doubt, doubting that God in any number of ways. I find both of these statements, 
or statements like them, to be very human reactions, because anytime something 
doesn’t go the way we want it to, we either blame God or doubt God.

The statements about God inflicting the virus onto us just don’t sit right with me. I 
believe in a God of love, and it doesn’t feel very loving to inflict something onto 
the people. Furthermore, I also think that if God were going to be anywhere, God 
would be right in the middle of all this with us. Now that sounds more like a God 
who loves!

The statements about doubt ... now those I can 
see, because doubts are a normal and actually 
somewhat expected part of the human experience. 
It is natural to doubt anything we cannot know 
with certainty. I think that’s because faith in God 
is like the faith we have in others. Now I mean 
this in the sense that it’s a relationship. And as 
we all know, relationships require a commitment 
that goes beyond evidence.

Yet, we are a people that “need to know.” And I think the more urgently we need 
to know, the more we feel our doubts. Right now, we all need to know. We need 
to know why this is happening. We need to know this or that. We need to know 
<fill in the blank>. And yet I wonder, do we really NEED to know, or do we just 
WANT to know?

The thing with doubting is it’s much deeper. This is because when we doubt, we 
may think God won’t hear us and/or help us. But, as I said on Sunday, the opposite 
is true. This Sunday we heard the story of Jesus weeping. And his weeping signifies 
that he does hear us, he does feel what we feel.

We also have the story of doubting Thomas who, because he did not meet the 
risen Christ along with the other apostles, doubted everything he was told. Now 
in this story, did Jesus criticize Thomas for his doubts? Did he condemn or judge 
him? No, he didn’t; instead Jesus hears Thomas and helps him.

So, yes, having doubts in this time of pandemic is normal. Even doubting in general 
is a totally normal thing to do right now. But when we face what we don’t know, 
I find it best to remember what we do know. And one thing we do know is that 
God hears us and helps us. And that’s because the coronavirus pandemic changes 
nothing about the nature of God. God still loves us just as much as when all of 
creation was created. God loves us as much today as when God sent Jesus to be 
with us.

Peace, Love, and Health,
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MORE COVID-19 CHANGES ... STAY HOME ORDER ... HOW TO COPE

The reality of the COVID-19 pandemic is starting to get ever more real ... as more cases 
of coronavirus begin to appear in our state and in counties near us. The need to stay the 
course and to Stay Home, leaving only for necessities like food, medicine, and urgent 
medical care, is more important than ever. It will get worse before it gets better, we are 
told. The numbers of those infected and even dying will rise before they level off. It is 
important to understand this and not think that the Stay Home initiative is not effective. 
The number of people infected and affected will be much higher if we don’t stay the 
course with this approach. We ALL need to work together to make this effective at 
stopping the spread and toll of 
COVID-19 locally.

People who work at essential businesses must continue to 
work to keep our society functioning. But it takes a toll on 
them and their families, so try to be extra appreciative of 
those people on the frontlines.

It is also important to recognize that part of helping reduce 
the effect of COVID-19 on us and our families is to minimize 
the number of people who go out to complete necessary 
tasks ... like having only the same one family member do 
the shopping alone, and it’s also important that we only 
gather in person with members of our own household ... 
the people we already live with. That means ... for the time 
being ... no in-person birthday parties and celebrations, no coffee gatherings or playdates, and no sleepovers, etc. 

That can be really, really hard. We are social beings. We crave interaction with other human beings, and especially 
our loved ones. Just remember that you can SAVE LIVES by following the guidelines and Staying At Home. And 
some of the lives you save, though you may never know it, could be your loved ones. #StayHome

RADIO SPONSORSHIP
The radio broadcast for this Sunday, April 5, is 
unsponsored as of the time of this publication. If you 
would like to sponsor this Sunday’s broadcast, the cost 
is $190.00. Please email tina@ststephenucc.net to tell 
her you would like to sponsor this broadcast and tell 
her how you would like the sponsorship to read. Then 
you can follow up by mailing your $190.00 check to the 
church. 

As we strive to “Be The Church” outside of our sanctuary, 
our radio broadcasts and LiveStream on social media 
(Facebook) are more important than ever!

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.
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WORSHIPING TOGETHER ... but a little differently.

Are we still worshiping together? Oh yes we are! We’re 
just doing it a little differently! Because WE ARE THE 
CHURCH. It’s not about the building; it’s about the 
people. And it’s not about people gathering together in 
person ... it’s about gathering together ... in spirit and in 
shared time and worship, praise and song ... even if we 
are each in our own homes. #StayHome

So JOIN US for WORSHIP:

 Sundays @ 9:00 AM on WJMT, 96.3 FM
 or LIVE via LiveStream on Facebook:
(https://www.facebook.com/ststephensunitedchurchofchrist)

(Scroll down to find the LIVE stream)

Wednesdays @ “Any Time” 
Pre-Recorded Lenten Worship  

Messages on our Website:
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

ESSENTIAL vs. NON-ESSENTIAL BUSINESSES
Two Saint Stephens have been identified as ESSENTIAL 
components of our “business” ... one relates to keeping 
people fed during this pandemic ... and the other relates 
to healthcare/medical needs. These two functions will 
continue to operate, albeit a little differently than the 

“norm,” as outlined below:

FOOD FOR KIDS bags will be distributed to parents of 
children who are already enrolled in this program on 
Fridays from 3:00 to 5:00 PM via “Drive Through” at 
Door 1. Parents should drive up, stay in their vehicles, 
and a volunteer will come out to assist them. Any 
questions? Call the Pastoral Hotline (715.575.3191) and 
leave a message. 

MEDICAL MINISTRY items will continue to be shared 
with community members on an as-needed basis, 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. Call the Pastoral Hotline 
(715.575.3191) and leave a message. Or email:  tina@
ststephensucc.net or lucas@ststephensucc.net.

SAINT STEPHENS TEMPORARILY CLOSES
Saint Stephens Church is temporarily CLOSED. That 
means any and all events that normally occur in the 
church building except for Food For Kids bag distribution 
and Medical Ministry are NOT happening until further 
notice.

Until the COVID-19 virus is under control, social 
distancing is no longer a mandate, and the government 
gives us the “go ahead” to begin meeting again, we are 
in a place of waiting, praying, and spending more time 
at home with family.  #StayHome

The Church Office is CLOSED. The state has asked that 
ALL who are able, work remotely, from home, so  Rev. 
Lucas, Mary Pat, Kim, and Tina are all now working 
from home. To reach them for essential church business, 
call the Pastoral Care Hotline at 715.575.3191 and leave 
a message or email them. Email addresses are:  lucas@
ststephensucc.net, tina@ststephensucc.net, marypat@
ststephensucc.net, kimberly@ststephensucc.net

SAINT STEPHENS IS ON YOUTUBE!
Saint Stephens now has our own YouTube channel ... 
where we’ll be broadcasting some new and different 
and fun things you won’t find anywhere else ... Come 
and check it out! Here’s the link to our 
Welcome message ... https://youtu.be/
EolI4olECAU ... subscribe to the channel 
... and then watch the “We Are The 
Church” video. SUBSCRIBE today. 
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More Ideas to Keep Kids Busy ...  
And Maintain Social Distancing

Here are some more idea for keeping kids (and adults!) 
busy and isolated and at home. 

• Get organized, declutter, and rearrange rooms. 
Give your child’s bedroom (or yours) a fresh coat 
of paint in a fun new color. 

• Go through toys and clothes your kids no longer 
need or want. Box up items to be donated to 
charity after social distancing restrictions are lifted. 
Team them about the power of charity.

• Tackle a big project together ... like cleaning out 
the basement or the garage. Order up a dumpster 
if you need to. Then, if it’s not full when you’re 
finished, let your neighbors know they can throw 
some of their “junk” into it, too, before you have it 
hauled away.

• Make scrapbooks or put photos in photo albums. 
Print off photos from your home. Make a video 
collage. Get your memories organized and share 
them together. Take pictures of THIS time, too. This 
season of Staying At Home is creating memories. 
Document them.

• Have your kids write about life in the now. They 
can write stories, journal about how different 
things are from the norm and how they feel about 
that. It’s not only therapeutic, but it will be great 
to look back on in the months and years to come 
and maybe even to share with future generations 
... how you all experienced these unprecendented 
times.

• Take time to 
ENJOY this 
oppor tunity 
for extra time 
together!

WE ARE THE CHURCH.
No matter where we meet.

Worshiping from afar is different. It’s new. But it’s kind 
of exciting to see what everyone is doing! 

How are you and your family being the church? How 
are you worshiping? We want to know and to share it 
with others! Email us your pictures and tell us about 
them. What are YOU doing to BE the church?

Above:  Kimberly Seidel says, “It felt weird watching 
the church service in my apartment this morning by 
myself. Yet despite being alone, I wasn’t lonely. I knew 
my cousin Melissa and her family were watching and 
Mom and Dad were out at grandmas listening to it 
on the radio. As more people commented during the 
Facebook live, I felt connected.  I saw this quote this 
morning and it felt fitting, (added to photo):  ‘Church is 
not something you go to, it’s the family you belong to.’”

Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships

April 5, 26 
May 17, 31

Call 715.575.3191 or email:  tina@ststephensucc.net 
if you would like to sponsor an available broadcast.
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

NOW! 
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Carol Garcia 
 $25.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Phyllis J. Wendland 
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Mary K. Peters 
 $90.00 thanking God for all blessings and good health he gave me these 90 years from Betty Krause 
 $100.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Ray Woller 
 $100.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Carol & Bill Weber

Memorial Fund  
 $25.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Ida Jo & Philip Knospe 
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Ruth Buck 
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Bryan & Linda Plautz 
 $25.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Joann Gosz 
 $25.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from George & Constance Knospe 
 $5.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Irma Stine 
 $25.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Arnold & Lee Ann Lindquist 
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Robert & Kathryn Damaske 
 $290.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from her family 
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Marjorie English 
 $160.00  in memory of Aunt Ruth Harbath from Michael & Heidi Fink  
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Paul & Cheryl Proulx 
 $30.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Michael & Jean Ravn

Radio Ministry 
 $200.00 in loving memory of Bud & Ruth Harbath (Mom & Dad, Grandma & Grandpa) from Mike & Lee 
   Harbath; Rick, Kristy, and Alex Neumann; Katie, Lily and Malayna Kufahl; and Eric Meyer 
 $190.00 in memory of my husband, Warren Latzig, Sr., from Lois Latzig

SPECIAL GIFTS

Above:  Jaxon Catlin re-enacted the story of Jesus raising 
Lazarus from the dead from Sunday’s lesson ... with 
Legos. 

Right:  Even the grown-
ups enjoyed the Children’s 
Lesson. Nancy Reinhardt-
Porath and Jill Reinhardt sent 
a photo of the Lazarus they 
made from a toilet paper roll.

Below:  Mary Stamm also 
made a Lazarus and sent in 
her photo.

Thanks to everyone who 
participated in our Live Worship 
on YouTube this past Sunday or 
listened on the radio. We love 
the interaction we are seeing 
... keep the photos coming and 
we’ll “See you” on Sunday!

LAZARUS CHILDREN’S MOMENT ... WE LOVE SEEING YOUR PHOTOS!

Send us your photos! We all want to see how you 
participate in worship, and how you are BEING the 
Church outside the sanctuary walls. 

“We ARE The Church!”
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STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 
NOW AVAILABLE
The deadline for the Staats Memorial Scholarship 
deadline has been EXTENDED to April 7, 2020, to allow 
applicants more time to get necessary documentation 
electronically. Copies of the Information and 
Application for the Edward H. Staats and Mary Staats 
Memorial Scholarship are now available in the church 
office. You may also download a copy directly from 
the Saint Stephens website under Resources/Forms. 
(http://ststephensucc.net/resources/forms). Due to the 
Coronavirus outbreak, please MAIL your completed 
Application to Saint Stephens United Church of Christ, 
Attn:  Scholarship Applications, 903 E 2nd Street, Merrill, 
WI  54452.

ALL SCHOLARSHIP DECISIONS AND AMOUNTS 
ARE MADE ENTIRELY AND SOLELY BY  

THE STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP TRUSTEES.

SHOLUND ESTATE:  $1,000 SCHOLARSHIP 
This year, one deserving graduate will be awarded a 
$1,000 Sholund Estate Scholarship for the 2020-2021 
academic year. This is completely separate from the 
Staats Memorial Scholarship. 

Copies of the Information and Application to apply for 
the Sholund Estate Scholarship are now available in the 
church office. You may also download a copy directly 
from the Saint Stephens website under Resources/
Forms. (http://ststephensucc.net/resources/forms)

The deadline for the Sholund Estate Scholarship 
Applications deadline has been EXTENDED to April 7, 
2020, to allow applicants more time to get necessary 
documentation electronically. Due to the Coronavirus 
outbreak, please MAIL your completed Application 
to Saint Stephens United Church of Christ, Attn:  
Scholarship Applications, 903 E 2nd Street, Merrill, WI  
54452.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION DEADLINES EXTENDED ONE WEEK DUE TO COVID-19

“Good Afternoon 
We hope you are well. Attached are some pics of Kinzie coloring Lazarus. We read 
the story in both of the Bibles. She found this picture in the blue Whirl Bible.”

Potato
from the Stevenson house

Here’s another example of how our Saint Stephens families are “doing church” 
outside the walls of our building. Here’s a note Rev. Lucas received after Sunday’s 
worship service.

KEEP
CALM

AND
WASH 
YOUR 

HANDS

CS243041B
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PRINT INTERPRETER GOING ON HIATUS
We do not currently have the ability to produce a print 
edition of The Interpreter with staff working from home. 
We WILL continue to update you via email, our website, 
our YouTube channel, and Facebook with important 
information, so if you have Internet access, please 
tap into those resources ASAP. And if you do need 
something, please reach out to Rev. Lucas, Mary Pat, 
or Tina via our Pastoral Care Hotline (715.575.3191) or 
their emails on page 2.  

To reiterate, we will NOT have a PRINT edition of The 
Interpreter until future notice. 

When we get back into the office and begin creating 
print editions again, or effective for May 2020, we will 
be going to a monthly publication.

Shorter weekly updates will continue to be sent via 
email at that time.

If you have an urgent need, including 
for Medical Ministry ... please call our 

Pastoral Care Hotline:  715.575.3191. 
Both Rev. Lucas and Tina will be 
monitoring these messages from 

home and can schedule one-on-one 
appointments as needed. 

CONDOLENCES
We extend the condolences of the Christian faith to 
those who passed away during the month of March, 
2020:

Ruth Harbath ~ March 2, 2020 
Norman Ziemke - March 26, 2020

We realize grief is particularly difficult during this time 
of isolation. Please reach out to us by phone if we can 
help ... Rev. Lucas and/or Mary Pat are happy to speak 
with you and provide support during this difficult time.

We understand that other members of our congregation 
have lost friends and loved ones during this state of 
emergency, as well, and are unable to grieve with 
extended family and friends. This compounds our grief 
and loss. Likewise, we want to offer you our support 
during this time. Please call the Pastoral Care Hotline 
at 715.575.3191 or email Rev. Lucas or Mary Pat to set 
up a time to talk by phone. You can email Rev. Lucas 
at:  lucas@ststephensucc.net and/or you can email Mary 
Pat at:  marypat@ststephensucc.net.

UNITED STATES CENSUS 2020
By now you should have received one, and perhaps even two, postcard reminders with your personal identification 
number asking you to go online to complete the United States Census for 2020. It’s 10 quick questions, and it’s 
easy. Don’t worry if you don’t have Internet access ... a Census worker will visit your home to ask those same 
quick questions at some date in the future to gather this important data. Census workers who visit will have  proper 
identification. If they don’t, don’t answer their questions. Remember, the questions asked will be simple ... like the 
age, sex, race, ethnic background, and number of people living in your home. They will NEVER ask for your bank 
or credit card information, social security number, or other personal information. It’s important to answer these 
questions, and it’s the law. It ensures our community is properly represented in Congress and helps determine 
how billions of dollars in federal funding are allocated to our state and community each year for housing, schools, 
food assistance, health care, and other vital services. All information is confidential. 

If someone approaches you that you do not believe is legitimately a part of the Census or someone asks you 
financial questions, this is not a part of the Census. Contact the police department immediately to report them and 
give a description of the person or persons along with a description of any vehicle they may be driving. 

The United States Census is a count of every person who lives in the United States and its territories. It happens 
every 10 years. The 2020 Census will collect the same data as the 2010 Census. For more information, visit:  
2020CENSUS.GOV

In a world where 
you can be anything, 

Be
Kind
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Everything Is Changing

“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.” 
- Matthew 6:34 (NRSV)

Today’s trouble is enough for today.

Jesus, you got that right. You know what the trouble is: a novel coronavirus that has an alarming fraction of the 
global population ill or dead, and the rest of us hurtling toward lockdown.

Are we allowed to worry now? Are we allowed to stock up on canned soup and toilet paper and ice cream? How 
exactly will God provide these things if we don’t take responsibility for getting them ourselves? Sometimes life 
provides us with a problem so big, so complex, it is undeniably a today-worry and a tomorrow-worry.

We are at the moment when we know everything is going to change, but we don’t yet know how—and that is the 
hardest part. We know people we love will be taken from us, but we don’t know who. We know it will threaten 
our retirement funds, our livelihoods and jobs, our mental health. We know that it will put some people who are 
already at the edge, economically and emotionally, over it.

We ask God the ultimate question, “What if it changes everything?”

And God answers, “What if it doesn’t?”

Because some things need changing.

Good things can be caught from this pandemic, as well as bad. Already, you are calling friends you haven’t talked 
to in ages or checking in with your mother every day. You are pulling out the watercolors, reading novels again, 
watching documentaries with your fur person, cuddling your kids.

The pandemic is revealing, once again, what really matters, and what the good gifts of life are that don’t arrive by 
two-day shipping. A particle one-900th thousand times the width of a single human hair has done what we were 
not able to do by ourselves: stop us in our tracks, personally and communally.

God didn’t send this disaster, but God will for damn sure use it.

Prayer

God, this pandemic will change everything. May it be so. Amen.

by Molly Baskette

Step by Step-Moving Forward Together
Greetings from your Search Team. We suspect that some members 
of the congregation are curious as to what is going on with the 
search process for the new Senior Pastor. We can assure you that 
the entire team is working hard to come up with a great outcome for 
Saint Stephens. We have received fifteen responses to the Church 
Profile which was released last July. We have conducted several 
informal phone interviews and two formal interviews held here in 
Merrill.

We would like to remind you that it took 18 months to call our 
Associate Pastor and it took two years to call our previous Senior 

Pastor. It is simply a process that takes time. Your Search Team has invested easily over 300 hours in this process 
thus far. We are diligent in this work we do for you, the members of Saint Stephens. Hopefully, we will have a great 
answer for all of us soon. The Spirit is alive and well and moving at Saint Stephens. 

May God bless this congregation and each of you in these difficult and unprecedented times in our lives.

The Search Team (Kenyon Golisch, Kent Reinhardt, Kris Smith, Nancy Dabbert, 
Dennis Grefe, Beth Houle,  Mike Moellendorf, and Jennifer Porath, Kelly Wallace, and Gary Schwartz)
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COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. 

Simply call Tina in the church office in advance so she 
can get them ready for you. She can also email you a 
copy if that is is more convenient. 

Minutes and Treasurer’s Reports are available beginning 
the Friday after each Council meeting, after the Council 
has reviewed the financial reports and approved them. 

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Cliff Williams
Vice President Christopher Stamm
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Cheryl Buck
  Beth Houle
  Chris Stevenson
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Bonnie Koelsch
  Paula McIntyre
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Youth Rep Alex Goetsch
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

Live Lent With Love

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,) 
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits, 
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the 
hospital. We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

2nd Annual
Saint Stephens Brewer Game!

 

vs.

Cost is $55

Your $55 gets you a ticket to 
the game, seat on the coach 

bus, and brat, hot dog, and/or 
Hamburger

only 40 tickets available!

Payment is needed on or before 
June 13

Saturday June 13, 2020 

Game Start 3:10 PM

Seats are in LB203 Rows 6-9

Meet at Church @ 9:15 | Depart @ 9:30
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Subscribe to The Interpreter
If you don’t already receive The Interpreter, we 
invite you to let us know, and we will be happy to 
send it to you either by mail or email, whichever 
you prefer! Sign up/subscribe yourself here: 

https://ststephensucc.net/resources/newsletters 

Or contact Tina at tina@ststephensucc.net or call 
the church office at 715.536.7322.

&
Worship with us Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM ... 

listen on the Radio or Join us for our  
Livestream on Facebook!

“WE ARE THE CHURCH”

Know someone who can’t get The Interpreter 
because they don’t have Internet? Print a 
copy for them and drop it off at their home. 
They’ll enjoy reading all the latest ... your being 
thoughtful ... and a great “social distancing” 
gesture of community and faith!


