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March 28, 2020Living Lent With Love ... Even In Odd Times

The Grateful Dead wrote and performed a song called “Truckin.” One line of the 
song goes:  “What a long, strange trip it’s been!” And when we look back at these 
days, we might agree with Jerry Garcia about this long, strange road of 2020. 

There is so much misinformation making the rounds of social media.

No, a Hair Dryer Won’t Stop Coronavirus.

No, chloroquine will not cure COVID-19.

No, Sipping Water Every 15 Minutes will not Prevent a Coronavirus Infection.

No, sales of Corona beer did not drop sharply in early 2020 because consumers 
mistakenly associated the brand name with the new coronavirus.

So, what should we be doing? 

Yes, Listen to and believe the scientists, not the 
posts on Facebook or the politicians.

Yes, Wash your hands well and often.

Yes, Stay home.

What an odd time to be alive. This necessary “Safer At 
Home” from our Governor has caused many people’s 
lives to be turned around and discombobulated. But 
it is certainly better than the alternative. Too many have died already. So we cooperate 
in order to save lives, our own and others. Being one of the at-risk persons myself, I do 
appreciate everyone’s efforts, so thank you:  Nurses, Doctors, First Responders, Police, 
Grocery Store workers, Firefighters, and so many more.

Rest assured that the leadership of Saint Stephens is also working hard to keep up with 
proper procedures. Thanks to them and to Rev. Lucas for good communications. Like 
everyone else, we as a church have needed to learn new things and new procedures 
in order to keep everyone safe and, at the same time, continue the great ministry of our 
congregation. When this is all over, and it will be over, it’s possible that some of those 
new things and new procedures might prove valuable as we get back to whatever normal 
will be then. The use of the internet as an avenue to reach people is one example. I am 
sure there will be more. We are still adapting, adopting, and experimenting. 

So, stay home if at all possible. Buy only what you need and leave things for others. 
(What’s with this run on toilet paper?!) Oh, yes, and don’t forget: WASH YOUR HANDS! 
WASH YOUR HANDS! WASH YOUR HANDS!

I’m going to add one last thing:  pray. Pray for the leadership of this church. Pray for the 
leaders of this state, this country, this world ... that all of them might work together for 
the good of all to battle this disease and to learn from it. Pray for all those who must go 
out and work on our behalf.

“…I’ll show up and take care of you as I promised and bring you back home. I know 
what I’m doing. I have it all planned out—plans to take care of you, not abandon you, 
plans to give you the future you hope for.” (Jeremiah 29: 10-11)

Be well.

- Rev. Wayne C. Drueck, Pastoral Liaison

P.S. Wash your hands!
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MORE COVID-19 CHANGES ... STAY-AT-HOME ORDER ... HOW TO COPE

Again this week, and in Wisconsin for all of us, we’re seeing changes with regard to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
how it affects us personally. Things can feel even more uncertain. Anxiety is heightened. But the most important 
thing we must all do is remain CALM. The term “calm urgency” has been used with regard to how we should 
respond. Let’s put that in perspective for us ... 

1. Remember that though the world may feel like a scarier place today 
than it was yesterday, God’s word tells us we should NOT worry. Yes, we 
should absolutely take every reasonable precaution to ensure we all stay 
healthy and safe. But Matthew 6:25-34 says:  “Therefore I tell you, do not 
worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap 
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single 
hour to your span of life? ...” Worry, then, is clearly a waste of our precious 
time and resources. We need to take precautions and then rest in the 
knowledge that our Lord provides for us ... today, tomorrow, and always.

2. Stay at Home. It seems obvious, with a stay at home order. It will be 
a government order. But some people are going to miss their family and 
friends, and it’s going to be tough, especially if you live alone. But that’s 
what telephones were invented for ... and we should absolutely use those 
glorious little devices to stay in touch with one another. Call family and 

friends, call to check on neighbors and chuch members, and call to help stay 
sane!

3. Of course, if you MUST go out ... do what needs to be done and get home. 
That would be necessities ... like getting groceries and medications or going 
to the doctor. Have one person run those errands while everyone else safely 
stays at home. 

If you work in an essential business and must go to work ... then obviously 
go to work and be as safe as you can. DON’T go visiting, have social get-
togethers, throw sleepovers, etc. Birthday parties and good times will be 
around the corner and we’ll all be able to celebrate together again once we 
get past this crisis. “And this, too, shall pass.” 

4. Help Someone Else. If you can help someone else, do it. And by help someone else, we mean in a way that 
keeps that person safe ... or safer as a result of your help. For instance, offer to pick up groceries or items a friend 
or neighbor needs when you shop. Leave them at the door so they don’t have to go out into the community and 
risk exposure ... and of course, minimize their exposure to you. Visit someone lonely “through glass” outside their 
window. Call them from outside where they can see you. Make them laugh. Be especially sensitive to the needs 
of those who live alone or are prone to depression, both of whom need extra long-distance love and care. Get 
creative while still maintaining the directive to Stay At Home.  

March 24, 2020

Dear Friends in Christ,

On Tuesday, March 24, Governor Evers signed a “Safer At Home” order. This order means that all non-
essential businesses will be closed beginning today to help slow the spread of COVID-19. As a result, we 
have been asked to have all employees work remotely, which means Tina, Mary Pat, and I will be working 
from our homes until we get the “all clear.” All three of us are making ourselves avaliable through our 
emails, which are tina@ststephensucc.net, marypat@ststephensucc.net, and lucas@ststephensucc.net.  
During this time, if you wish for a visit, Mary Pat and I will schedule and then conduct a visit with you 
over the phone. You can schedule one by emailing either of us. You can also call our Pastoral Care Line at 
715-575-3191. If no one answers, please leave a message and we will return your call within 24 hours.

My and Tina’s emails, along with the pastoral care number, will be posted on door #1 in the event that 
someone comes to the church who is in need of medical equipment. Once we receive an email or call, 
we will schedule a pick up time at the church. We are able to do this travel during the safer at home 
mandate because a need for medical equipment falls under an essential role.

As for worship, I will be holding worship from the sanctuary still on Sundays. We received word that I can 
travel for holding a worship service, as long as we limit those in attendance to two or three people in the 
sanctuary. (This would be an accompanist and Mike Moellendorf to connect to our radio broadcast.) So, 
you can still look for our worship to be on the radio and via live streaming from our Facebook. Remember, 
Sunday bulletins will still be available online so you can follow along with me as I go through worship. 
For the remaining Wednesdays left in Lent, the bulletin and a recording of the service will continue to be 
made available online so you can worship from home at the time of your choosing. 

I must also add that this week will be the last print edition of The Interpreter for what may be a while, 
as we do not have the ability to produce a print edition from home. We will continue to keep you 
updated via email, our website, Facebook, and our new YouTube channel, so if you have internet access, 
I encourage you to connect with us that way.

I said this last week in my letter but it’s important to say again. In times like this, it’s still important to 
remember the importance of giving. A drop off in giving can be expected in times like this, but it is still 
important because we have staff and a pastor who will continue to do their work during this time and 
building expenses. We will still have bills to pay and a budget to fund. We recommend that you mail your 
giving envelope.

In closing, I want to thank you all for your understanding and cooperation during this difficult time. We 
will be together again, but until that time we have to continue being the church, no matter where we 
meet.

Peace, Love, and Good Health to you all,

Rev. Lucas Williams
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SAINT STEPHENS TEMPORARILY CLOSES
Saint Stephens Church is temporarily CLOSED. That 
means any and all events that normally occur in the 
church building are NOT happening until further notice.

Until the COVID-19 virus is under control, social 
distancing is no longer a mandate, and the government 
gives us the “go ahead” to begin meeting again, we are 
in a place of waiting, praying, and spending more time 
at home with family.  #StayatHome

We don’t want to be redundant, so we’re not going to 
devote multiple columns and blurbs to the cancellations 
in this issue. As indicated above, if it happens here in 
the church buildings, it is cancelled or postponed ... 
with two exceptions. See the column on the right:  

The following events have been postponed until further 
notice:

Lenten Meals  Dinner @ Five 
Trivia Night   REBOOT
Aerobics   Church Meetings
Volunteer Activities Green Team  
Youth Group  Sunday School
Confirmation Class  Easter Breakfast
Services at Jenny Towers, Bell Tower, & Pine Crest
All Scout Meetings  PALS Senior Exercise
Alcoholics Anonymous Narcotics Anonymous
Choir Rehearsals  Chime Choir Rehearsals
New Member Gatherings
ALL In-Person Church Meetings
Worship Services AT the Church (But we WILL still 
worship! See the column on the right!)

     Anything else not listed ... or on the right.

WORSHIPING TOGETHER ... but a little differently.

Are we still worshiping together? Oh yes we are! We’re 
just doing it a little differently! Because WE ARE THE 
CHURCH. It’s not about the building; it’s about the 
people. And it’s not about people gathering together in 
person ... it’s about gathering together ... in spirit and in 
shared time and worship, praise and song ... even if we 
are each in our own homes. #StayatHome

So JOIN US for WORSHIP:

 Sundays @ 9:00 AM on WJMT, 96.3 FM
 or LIVE via LiveStream on Facebook:
(https://www.facebook.com/ststephensunitedchurchofchrist)

(Scroll down to find the LIVE stream)

Wednesdays @ “Any Time” 
Pre-Recorded Lenten Worship  

Messages on our Website:
ststephensucc.net/resources/bulletins-sunday-live-stream

More Ideas to Keep Kids Busy ...  
And Maintain Social Distancing

Here are some more idea for keeping kids (and adults!) 
busy and isolated and at home. 

• Write Letters. Real pen and paper letters are a rare 
commodity these days, so teach your children how 
to write a personal letter to someone. Complete 
sentences instead of texting shortcuts, a salutation 
and a closing, date it, and then be sure to mail it! 
Someone will be so happy to receive it!

• Paint rocks ... get detailed and intricate. Take 
your time. And when the weather improves and 
the virus has dissipated, you’ll be able to go on 
adventures hiding them around town.

• Take a “Mom Time Out” ... when you start to feel 
frustrated ... and step outside for some fresh air. Sit 
on your front steps with a cup of coffee or cocoa. 
Breathe the air. Touch the step beside you. Get 
grounded. Listen. To the breeze, the birds, and the 
kids carrying on in the background (just keeping 
it real). Remember that you’re going to miss these 
days in the not-so-distant future.

• Find reasons to laugh! Google knock knock jokes. 
Have a dress up party. 

• Sing together (which may or may not be another 
reason for laughter). 
Create your own “all junk 
band.” Make it up as you 
go along.

• Cook together. Make it 
fun. Create your own 
recipes, have taste tests, 
challenge each other, 
and then enjoy the results 
of your labor! Yum!

• Above all, Make 
Memories!

WE ARE THE CHURCH.
No matter where we meet.

Worshiping from afar is different. It’s new. But it’s kind 
of exciting to see what everyone is doing! 

How are you and your family being the church? How 
are you worshiping? We want to know and to share it 
with others! Email us your pictures and tell us about 
them. What are YOU doing to BE the church?

ESSENTIAL vs. NON-ESSENTIAL BUSINESSES
Two Saint Stephens have been identified as ESSENTIAL 
components of our “business” ... one relates to keeping 
people fed during this pandemic ... and the other relates 
to healthcare/medical needs. These two functions will 
continue to operate, albeit a little differently than the 

“norm,” as outlined below:

FOOD FOR KIDS bags will be distributed to parents of 
children who are already enrolled in this program on 
Fridays from 3:00 to 5:00 PM via “Drive Through” at 
Door 1. Parents should drive up, stay in their vehicles, 
and a volunteer will come out to assist them. Any 
questions? Call the Pastoral Hotline (715.575.3191) and 
leave a message. 

MEDICAL MINISTRY items will continue to be shared 
with community members on an as-needed basis, 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. Call the Pastoral Hotline 
(715.575.3191) and leave a message. Or email:  tina@
ststephensucc.net or lucas@ststephensucc.net.

The Church Office is CLOSED. The state has asked 
that ALL who are able work remotely, from home, so  
Rev. Lucas, Mary Pat, and Tina will all be working from 
home effective today. To reach them for essential church 
business, call the Pastoral Care Hotline at 715.575.3191 
and leave a message or email them. Email addresses 
are:  lucas@ststephensucc.net, tina@ststephensucc.net, 
and marypat@ststephensucc.net

Above:  The Rathke family gathers to watch worship on 
Facebook live on Sunday, March 22. 
Below:  Melissa Butler and her kids use painters tape 
and washable Tempra paint to turn the windows of their 
home into “stained glass.”
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We want to acknowledge and celebrate  
your special days, and we’re starting with  

birthdays! Send your church friends birthday  
wishes, whether in person, via email, or by  

sending one of those wonderful cards you can  
hold in your hands by mail!  

April 23 Connie Scantlin
April 23 Luke Golisch
April 23 Ellie Bessey
April 23 Neil Tesch
April 24 Cassie Haltinner
April 24 Jane Sabatke
April 24 Philip Kamke
April 24 Richard Ollhoff
April 24 Melissa Ruge
April 24 Lowell Steffenhagen
April 24 Theresa Schmeltzer
April 25 Scott Voigt
April 25 Mason Shimel
April 26 Laurie Grefe
April 27 Eric Storm
April 27 Victor Blood
April 28 Nancy Bagley
April 28 Kim McCaskill
April 29 Patricia Krahn
April 29 Fred Will
April 29 Nicole Elsholtz
April 29 Jacey Lyon
April 30 Penny Hommerding
April 30 Lance Glisch

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU!

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

April 1 Rose Dornbrack
April 1 Pearl Haskins
April 1 Hailey Brooks
April 1 Katie Jo Nelson
April 2 Jennifer Porath
April 2 Chad Oslage
April 2 Ashley Ament
April 3 Zachary Boehm
April 3 Loretta David
April 3 Zoey Lawrie
April 4 Bertha Kanitz
April 4 Eric Dayton
April 5 Barbara Davenport
April 5 Candy Hinner
April 5 Lisa Hass
April 6 Donna Barkley
April 6 Lissette Frick
April 6 Keith Tesky
April 6 Hannah Ziemke
April 6 Toby Allen
April 6 Brady Natzke
April 6 Lynn Oslage
April 7 Randall Teske
April 7 Austin Depies
April 8 Joni Hahn
April 8 Phyllis Frederick
April 8 Robert Turner
April 9 Katelyn Schmidt
April 10 Ann Badeau
April 10 Tim Barkley
April 10 Ida Knospe
April 10 Morgan Ruplinger
April 10 Charlette Swope
April 10 Michael Wahoske
April 10 Barbara Ziemke
April 11 Sierra Schulz
April 11 James Bjorklund
April 12 Alexander Neumann
April 12 Broc Thumes
April 12 Rowan Heckendorf

April 12 Hanna Holdridge
April 13 Rita Kremsreiter
April 13 Randy Wimmer
April 13 Ava Detert
April 13 Kristy Neumann
April 13 Becky Kropp
April 13 Karen Rajek
April 14 Sue Kunkel
April 14 Dennis Rothmeyer
April 14 Robert Bergmann
April 14 Glenda Oslage
April 15 Charlie Johnson
April 15 Daniel Krause
April 15 Amanda Mathis
April 16 Rita Burgener
April 16 Chase Stahnke
April 16 Walter Mootz
April 17 Owen Weisman
April 18 Christy Parenteau
April 18 Mason Klug
April 19 Bernice Perry
April 19 Faye Stevenson
April 19 Bryce Rajek
April 19 Leah Reist
April 19 Bethany Lapsenberg
April 19 Linda Hilgart
April 19 Lucas Williams
April 20 Carson Nelson
April 21 Jan Ament
April 21 Philip Natzke
April 21 Dennis Rice
April 21 Melaina Lemke
April 22 Jerry Badeau
April 22 Brad Davis
April 22 Gregory Radke
April 22 Brian Schmidt
April 22 Lila Penrod
April 23 Nancy Dabbert
April 23 Allen Schiller
April 23 Gracie Wyma

Hello Friends, 

Just like I’m sure you have been, I am in the midst of making plans 
for how to keep up with all of my future planned activities and how 
to stay connected while new information is being thrown at us daily. 
I have prayerfully decided that it is in my best interest, financially, to 
cancel my extra event walk planned for the Lay Academy. This is an 
event that I am putting a good amount of my own personal finances 
into, and right now there are too many unknowns about the future 
for me to continue to do so. With that being said, there are some 
activities that I had planned that I would love to share with you as a 
congregation in the future, so stay tuned for that once we are back together IN the church. 

The main focus of this walk was to open our eyes to some of the needs in our community, and the need that I 
spoke about in my Mission Moment was Food Insecurity. I shared the statistic that 33 percent of our food insecure 
children do not qualify for food programs. This statistic prompted me to write a story that I planned to share at our 
meal the day of the walk. I have shortened it to fit here.

Some of you may know that I have a sister who is severely disabled. When she was younger, my mother 
used to take her for walks around the block. In doing so, she met a woman that lived on the corner in a 
wheelchair. Her name was Ann. Ann’s husband was Ron. They became very good friends with my mother. 
Soon after, Ann died and my mother and Ron continued to be neighbors and friends. 

There was a point some time ago when Dan and I had both lost our jobs. My family struggled, and we had 
a story that put us right inside of the 33 percent that did not qualify for food programs. Ron Krueger, who 
I’ll add was a member of this church and served our community as the sheriff for some time, had a very 
small backyard that he filled each summer with a potato garden. This man showed up at my side door every 
single week faithfully, no matter what the circumstances were, to listen to whatever my story was that week, 
without judgment, and to drop off a bag of potatoes. 

Friends, it is in times of crisis, when we are most likely to reach out to another in need. Right now I see our 
community doing amazing things. Making masks and handing out food bags from our church and the high school. 
We are a community that has so much to offer in a time of crisis. It is people like you and Ron Krueger, passing out 
lunches and potatoes, one bag at a time, that make up for that 33 percent. Believe me when I tell you that it makes 
all of the difference. It changed my life. May God bless you and keep you during these trying times!

Potato,

- Melissa Butler

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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PERFORMING AN AUDIT OF 2019
2019 has been designated by your Church Council for 
an internal audit, and we are looking for a couple of 
people to assist with the process. Ideally, volunteers to 
assist with the audit will be:

• good with numbers
• maintain 100% 

confidentiality
• detail oriented
• organized
• work well with others as 

part of a team

Sound like you? Call Tina in the 
church office at 715.536.7322 
or email her at tina@ststephensucc.net and let her know 
you’d like to volunteer to help with the church’s internal 
audit. 

The audit will be scheduled for sometime between May 
and November. Scheduling will be flexible based on the 
availability of the volunteers who will be doing it.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

HELP OUR NEIGHBORS
The AmericInn of Merrill has partnered with the Merrill 
Housing Authority and St. Vincent de Paul to help others 
in our community who may be in need as a result of the 
COVID-19 virus and its impact on our community. 

The AmericInn is accepting monetary donations (which 
will be disbursed to those in need through St. Vincent 
de Paul) and donations of food, clothing, toiletries, etc.  
They are particularly trying to help Senior Citizens who 
may be shut in, in a retirement or assisted living home 
and unable to get out during this coronavirus outbreak. 
If you are able, please consider making a donation.

STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE

The deadline for the Staats Memorial Scholarship is April 1, 2020. Copies of the Information and Application for 
the Edward H. Staats and Mary Staats Memorial Scholarship are now available in the church office. You may 
also download a copy directly from the Saint Stephens website under Resources/Forms. (http://ststephensucc.net/
resources/forms). Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, please MAIL your completed Application to Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ, Attn:  Scholarship Applications, 903 E 2nd Street, Merrill, WI  54452.

ALL SCHOLARSHIP DECISIONS AND AMOUNTS ARE MADE ENTIRELY AND SOLELY BY  
THE STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP TRUSTEES.

UCC Summer Camp Scholarships
Scholarships are now being 
accepted for United Church Camps 
and Camp AweSum for summer 
camps! Stop in the church office 
and ask for a “Camp Scholarship 
Form” or go to:  http://ucci.org/
wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2020-
SCHOLARSHIP-APPLICATION-CA-
UCCI.pdf to print out the form. Please 

complete and return the application to the location of 
the event you want to attend no later than 6 weeks 
prior to the event. 

SHOLUND ESTATE:  $1,000 SCHOLARSHIP 
This year, one deserving graduate will be awarded a 
$1,000 Sholund Estate Scholarship for the 2020-2021 
academic year. This is completely separate from the 
Staats Memorial Scholarship. 

Copies of the Information and Application to apply for 
the Sholund Estate Scholarship are now available in the 
church office. You may also download a copy directly 
from the Saint Stephens website under Resources/
Forms. (http://ststephensucc.net/resources/forms)

The deadline for the Sholund Estate Scholarship 
Applications is April 1, 2020. Due to the Coronavirus 
outbreak, please MAIL your completed Application 
to Saint Stephens United Church of Christ, Attn:  
Scholarship Applications, 903 E 2nd Street, Merrill, WI  
54452.

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

NOW! 
 $50.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Pat Schulz and Gary A. Sholund

Memorial Fund  
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Dan & Patsy Pick 
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Penny Hommerding 
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Lois Latzig

New Boiler Fund 
 $90.00 thanking God for all the blessings & good health he gave me these 90 years from Betty Krause

SPECIAL GIFTS

Open Sponsorships

Radio Ministry 
Call 715.575.3191 

April 5, 26 
May 10, 17, 31

If you have an urgent need, including 
for Medical Ministry ... please call our 

Pastoral Care Hotline:  715.575.3191. 
Both Rev. Lucas and Tina will be 
monitoring these messages from 

home and can schedule one-on-one 
appointments as needed. 

PRINT INTERPRETER GOING ON HIATUS
Due to the Governor Evers Safer At Home mandate 
effective Tuesday, March 24, and staff working from 
home, we will not have the ability to produce a print 
edition of The Interpreter until further notice. We WILL 
continue to update you via email, our website, and 
Facebook with important information so if you have 
Internet access, please tap into those resources ASAP. 
And if you do need something, please reach out to Rev. 
Lucas, Mary Pat, or Tina via our Pastoral Care Hotline 
(715.575.3191) or their emails on page 2.  

To reiterate, we will NOT have a PRINT edition of The 
Interpreter until future notice. 

When we get back into the office and begin creating 
print editions again, we will be going to a monthly 
publication.

RADIO SPONSORSHIP THANK YOU
Our radio broadcast on Sunday, March 22, was sponsored in memory of Gerald Henrich, on the anniversary of 
his March 27 birthday, from his family.

This Sunday’s worship will be broadcast on WJMT 96.3 and is sponsored in memory of my husband, T.Russ 
Johnson, for his March 24 birthday from Jackie Johnson

APRIL CALENDAR
We are not printing an April 
calendar in this edition of The 
Interpreter, as is typical at the end 
of the month, because all activities 
are canceled. Enjoy your free time 
and have an awesome April!

SAINT STEPHENS IS ON YOUTUBE!
Saint Stephens now has our own YouTube channel ... 
where we’ll be broadcasting some new and different 
and fun things you won’t find anywhere else ... Come 
and check it out! Here’s the link to our Welcome 
message ... https://youtu.be/EolI4olECAU ... subscribe 
to the channel ... and then watch the “We Are The 
Church” video next ... 
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Intercessory Prayer and Boundaries

Moses said to God, “Consider too that this nation is your people.” 
– Exodus 33: 13

To say that God was disappointed by the whole Golden Calf fiasco 
would be an understatement. Yahweh was furious.

So much so that God told Moses to take these miserable people 
and proceed to the Promised Land without divine accompaniment. 

“I’ve had it with this lot. You go … without me.”

At which point Moses did a remarkable thing. He challenged God. 
Specifically, Moses reminded God that these people, this band of 
ex-slaves who were sometimes faithful and often faithless, were 
God’s people—not his.

“Consider,” said Moses to the Holy One, “that this nation is your people.” Emphasis on “your.” And this whole 
liberation project? Your idea, not mine.

In 21st century speak, Moses had really good boundaries.

Which is one of the things about intercessory prayer that we may not always notice. In such prayer, we are placing 
those we care about in God’s hands—and relaxing our own grip.

This could be helpful for all sorts of people who have some responsibility to care for others, whether pastors, 
parents, or principals. Ultimately, the congregation, the children, the students aren’t yours. They are God’s.

And sometimes the very best thing you can do for those for whom you are tempted to care too much is to lift them 
up in prayer before God, relinquishing your claim and asserting God’s, calling upon God to be God.

Prayer

With the poet T. S. Eliot, we pray, “Teach us Lord to care and not to care.” Amen.t

by Tony Robinson

ELECTRONIC GIVING ANYONE?
Now might IS the perfect time to consider changing over 
to giving electronic giving. No need to leave the house 
to drop off an envelope, no postage stamp required, 
no money order costs, and no germs exchanged! Go 
online. Set it up. And forget about it! It’s easy to do 
and easy to change if you want to adjust the amount or 
frequency at any time.

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. 

Simply call Tina in the church office in advance so she 
can get them ready for you. She can also email you a 
copy if that is is more convenient. 

Minutes and Treasurer’s Reports are available beginning 
the Friday after each Council meeting, after the Council 
has reviewed the financial reports and approved them. 

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Cliff Williams
Vice President Christopher Stamm
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Cheryl Buck
  Beth Houle
  Chris Stevenson
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Bonnie Koelsch
  Paula McIntyre
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Youth Rep Alex Goetsch
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

Live Lent With Love

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,) 
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits, 
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the 
hospital. We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

2nd Annual
Saint Stephens Brewer Game!

 

vs.

Cost is $55

Your $55 gets you a ticket to 
the game, seat on the coach 

bus, and brat, hot dog, and/or 
Hamburger

only 40 tickets available!

Payment is needed on or before 
June 13

Saturday June 13, 2020 

Game Start 3:10 PM

Seats are in LB203 Rows 6-9

Meet at Church @ 9:15 | Depart @ 9:30

Step by Step-Moving Forward Together
Greetings from your Search Team. We suspect that some members 
of the congregation are curious as to what is going on with the 
search process for the new Senior Pastor. We can assure you that 
the entire team is working hard to come up with a great outcome for 
Saint Stephens. We have received fifteen responses to the Church 
Profile which was released last July. We have conducted several 
informal phone interviews and two formal interviews held here in 
Merrill.

We would like to remind you that it took 18 months to call our 
Associate Pastor and it took two years to call our previous Senior 

Pastor. It is simply a process that takes time. Your Search Team has invested easily over 300 hours in this process 
thus far. We are diligent in this work we do for you, the members of Saint Stephens. Hopefully, we will have a great 
answer for all of us soon. The Spirit is alive and well and moving at Saint Stephens. 

May God bless this congregation and each of you in these difficult and unprecedented times in our lives.

The Search Team

Kenyon Golisch, Kent Reinhardt, Kris Smith, Nancy Dabbert,  
Dennis Grefe, Beth Houle, Mike Moellendorf, and Jennifer Porath, Kelly Wallace, and Gary Schwartz - Search 

Team
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Subscribe to The Interpreter
If you don’t already receive The Interpreter, we 
invite you to let us know, and we will be happy to 
send it to you either by mail or email, whichever 
you prefer! Sign up/subscribe yourself here: 

https://ststephensucc.net/resources/newsletters 

Or contact Tina at tina@ststephensucc.net or call 
the church office at 715.536.7322.

&
Worship with us Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM ... 

listen on the Radio or Join us for our  
Livestream on Facebook!

“WE ARE THE CHURCH”
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