
March 17, 2020

Dear Friends in Christ,

In place of an article or sermonette, I have decided that it is more important to provide you all 
with detail of how Saint Stephens is reacting to all that has transpired in the last week. As I said 
on Sunday, I have never pastored in a pandemic, nor have I received training or teaching about 
how to best go forward in a pandemic. With that said, I am thankful for your understanding and 
the grace you have given me and church leaders in this time.

As the response to the Coronavirus continues to evolve, I want you all to know that your Church 
Council and I are taking matters seriously in regard to how to move forward. On Monday, March 
16, we met and discussed all matters. The Council has decided to listen to the recommendations 
of the CDC and state legislation, to support social distancing and withhold gatherings of 50 
people or more, and we will be temporarily closing the church until we get the “all clear” from 
the government to resume activities. So, what does this mean?

It means that we will worship outside of the church building. How? For the remaining Wednesdays 
left in Lent, the bulletin and a recording of the reflection will be made available online so you 
can worship from home at the time of your choosing. For the Sundays we are closed, worship 
will be held, with just myself, Darlene Johnson (organist), Jim Bjorkland (vocalist to lead us in 
song), Mike Mollendorf (radio), and a Church Council member, so that everyone can still listen 
live on WJMT. We will also be live streaming the worship service via our Facebook page every 
Sunday. Remember, Sunday’s bulletin will still be available online, so you can follow along with 
me as I go through worship, whether by the radio or via live stream on Facebook. 

Sadly, this closure will likely happen over Holy Week. Know that I am brainstorming ideas 
on how Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday worships can happen from our 
homes. As those dates approach, I will make more information avaliable.

During this time of temporary closure, there will not be any home, hospital, or nursing/assisted 
living home visits during this period of time. But if you wish for a visit, I will hold a visit with you 
over the phone. You can schedule one by calling the office at 715-536-7322.

In addition, all activities beyond worship, including Sunday School, Confirmation, REBOOT, 
Dinner @ Five and Lenten meals, committee meetings, choir practice, etc., are all suspended 
until further notice. Furthermore, if you are a volunteer and give your time during the week to 
help with the needs of the church, we are suspending this, as well. If you need to stop by the 
church from Monday-Friday, we ask that you schedule an appointment with either Tina, Kim, or 
myself. During the week, please call 715-536-7322 to schedule these appointments. The office 
will be staffed during the week. On the weekends, if your situation becomes dire, we ask that 
you call 715-575-3191. If no one answers, please leave a message and we will return your call 



It feels awkward to say this, but in times like this, it’s still important to remember the importance 
of giving. A drop off in giving can be expected in times like this, but it is still important, because 
we have staff and a pastor who will continue to do their work during this time. We will still have 
bills to pay and a budget to fund. We also recommend that you mail, not hand deliver, your 
giving envelope(s) to the church.

Please remember these decisions have been made for the safety of all. I read something the 
other day that I liked. It said, “In the end, it will be impossible to know if we overreacted or 
did too much, but it will be QUITE apparent if we under reacted or did too little.” Again, these 
decisions were made for the safety and health of everyone. As we now enter into a time of being 
the church outside of the physical church doors, I want to remind you all that the church is not 
the building; the church is the people. It’s in times like these I am reminded of Jesus saying, 
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

In closing, I offer up this prayer, and I invite you to say it during this time: 

God of light, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow. Heal those who 
are sick with the coronavirus. May they regain their strength and health through 
quality medical care. Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at 
rest with you in your eternal peace. Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations 
from working together and neighbors from helping one another. Heal us from our 
pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders. 
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers, and all medical professionals who seek 
to heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May 
they know your protection and peace. Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them 
the foresight to act with charity and true concern for the well-being of the people 
they are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions 
that will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May they know your peace, 
as they work together to achieve it on earth. Whether we are home or abroad, 
surrounded by many people suffering from this illness, or only a few stay with us 
as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In place of our anxiety, give us your 
peace. In your name, we pray. Amen.

Peace, Love, and Good Health to you all.

Rev. Lucas Williams
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March 18, 2020Living Lent With Love ... In 
the Midst of a Pandemic?
How can we all Live Lent With 
Love in the midst of a pandemic? 
This is uncharted territory for all of 
us. It’s an uncertain time. This is no 
normal Lent. 

So how then do we Live Lent With 
Love in the midst of all that is going 
on? Scripture says ... Jesus tells us ... 
to “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

We are used to “loving our neighbor” 
in the normal way ... doing things for them, giving them a supportive hug, visiting with 
them, sharing meals and time and space. So what happens now when that is the exact 
opposite of what this world calls us to do? When this world calls us to step back, to 
stay at home, to have little or no physical contact with other people outside of the 
people that live in our households, to stay at least 6 feet away from other human 
beings when we are out and about in the world outside of the perceived sanctuary of 
our homes? What then?

There are things we can do. But perhaps the first, and most loving, thing we can all do 
is to simply comply with these difficult things that are being asked of us. It’s difficult 
because we are all so used to getting together with people, going about our lives as 
if we don’t have a care in the world, going wherever we wish. And now, that has 
changed. 

But when we stop to realize that by doing this ... by restricting our own personal 
liberties for a time ... that we can save lives ... the lives of people we know and many 
people we don’t know ... then we realize that this simple act of complying can be a 
life-giving gift and the ultimate way of “Loving our neighbor as ourself.” 

Sure, these changes are inconvenient. Sure, it’s easy to get cranky about it sometimes. 
And watching the media gives us anxiety. And some of the stores are out of toilet 
paper. And some people are hoarding and being obnoxious. And other people are 
ignoring the mandates of our government and the CDC and doing whatever they want, 
living it up and partying in bars where there aren’t yet restrictions. And all of those 
things are happening and irritating us. And it’s tempting to be one of those people 
sometimes ... to just do what WE want to do, because honestly, many of us have just 
been blessed to be ABLE to do what WE want to do for so much of the time and for 
so long. But what if we really looked at this situation and realized, “Hey, it’s not just 
about me. It’s about ALL of them, too. It’s about my neighbor.” 

And maybe then we can better handle a few weeks or even perhaps a couple of 
months living in a more restricted way ... to Love Our Neighbor. 

Along the way, if we see other opportunities ... like making more frequent calls to our 
elderly family members and friends to stave off their loneliness, delivering groceries to 
a neighbor who needs a few things, or watching a neighbor’s child now that schools 
are closed ... well, that’s even better. But just know that all of these things ... are Loving 
Our Neighbors ... And Living Lent With Love. 
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THE MORE THINGS CHANGE, THE MORE THEY STAY 
THE SAME

Our world as we know it is changing ... drastically and 
immediately. So many things are uncertain ... 

But there are a few things that will never change:

1. God’s love for us. If we remain faithful to him, he will 
remain faithful to us. He will never leave us or forsake us. 
God’s love will never fail. Scripture tells us all these things.

2. We as a church body are still here for you, now more 
than ever ... we just need to facilitate doing things a little 
differently. During uncertain times like these, when how 
we live is a bit altered, it can cause anxiety and uncertainty. 
While we are suspending hugs and lots of in-person contact for the time being, phone calls and FaceTime on your 
phone and Marco Polo (some of you may not be familiar with these things and if not, that’s OK, just keep right 
on reading ...) and writing cards or letters or notes of encouragement to one another are definitely NOT being 
suspended. We still need each other, as friends and family and our church community. 

3. If you are feeling lonely or isolated, REACH OUT! Pick up the phone 
and call us. We know this can be tough, especially if you live alone or with 
just one other person ... or if you now have a houseful of kids 24/7 that you 
hadn’t planned on ... It’s stressful, and we are happy to be an ear for you.

4. You still have friends and a church community here at Saint Stephens. 
Even though you may not see them on Sunday, give them a call! (Or use 
some of that other technology we talked about or Skype to chat with them 
where you can still see them face to face.) Send them a note or a card to 
lift them up. Offer to pick up groceries or items they need when you go 
shopping.

5. You are never alone! Not truly. God is with you. And we, your church 
community, are with you if only in spirit, until we are all together again.
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SAINT STEPHENS TEMPORARILY CLOSES
Saint Stephens Church is temporarily CLOSED. That 
means any and all events that normally occur in the 
church building are NOT happening until further notice.
If your question is ... “Will you be having ____?” (Fill in 
the blank) Then the answer is ... “No.”

Until the COVID-19 virus is under control, social 
distancing is no longer a mandate, and the government 
gives us the “go ahead” to begin meeting again, we are 
in a place of waiting, praying, and spending more time 
at home with family.  

The following events have been postponed until further 
notice:

Lenten Meals 
Dinner @ Five 
Trivia Night
New Member Gatherings
REBOOT
Services at Jenny Towers, Bell Tower, & Pine Crest
All Scout Meetings
PALS Senior Exercise
Aerobics
Church Meetings
Volunteer Activities
Green Team  
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Narcotics Anonymous
Choir Rehearsals 
Chime Choir Rehearsals
Easter Breakfast
And ... 
     Anything else not listed ...

CHURCH MEETINGS
All in-person Church Meetings of any kind are canceled 
until further notice. If groups must communicate, 
they should do so by electronic means such as email, 
Skype, instant messenger, video chatting, or video- or 
teleconferencing. We need to exercise caution and 
comply with social distancing efforts. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL, NURSERY, AND FAITH 
FORMATION
Worship, Sunday School, Nursery, and Faith Formation 
are all integrated. Thus, with the temporary cancellation 
of in-person worship services, all of these are canceled, 
as well ... until the ban on gatherings is lifted and we can 
safely share time together again. Until then, be healthy 
and enjoy your family time at home! Worship with us 
via our Live Stream on Facebook ... and do some fun 
crafts or write cards and letters to some of our friends at 
the nursing homes or assisted living facilities, and mail 
them to them! As you know, those facilities are closed 
to visitors, so it can get kind of lonely for them. Call the 
office for suggestions (of people to befriend with your 
cards and letters) and make someone feel extra special 
instead of isolated. Who knows? You might even end 
up with a new pen pal.

Ideas to Keep Kids Busy ...  
And Maintain Social Distancing

So you can’t have playdates with the neighbor kids. 
There’s no school, youth activities, or Sunday School. 
What’s a kid to do? Boredom and frustration can set in 
quickly. Anxiety may surface. Keeping busy is the best 
way to beat these blues! Here are some ideas to keep 
kids (and adults) of all ages busy and feeling fine.

• Schedule Frequent Facetime, Video chat, or Skype 
“Dates” with Friends, Grandparents & Loved Ones 
... so everyone can see each other, talk with one 
another, and laugh together ... even when they’re 
not physically in the same room. 

• Make something. Whether it’s building a birdhouse, 
knitting a scarf, or making Easter cards for the 
elderly ... sewing a pillow, painting on canvas, 
the options are endless. But creating something 
tangible that you can look at and hold in your 
hands is immensely gratifying. Feel accomplished 
instead of unsettled.

• Get Outdoors! As long as you’re playing locally 
and with just your immediate family, it’s OK to 
do it in the fresh air in your own backyard. Or go 
for a walk around the block or around town. As 
you long as you maintain a distance of 6 feet from 
other people on your jaunt, you’ll all enjoy fresh 
air, sunlight, and a new perspective. (And the kids 
won’t have to keep it down to their “inside voice.”) 

• Listen to Music. Crank up the tunes and have an 
impromptu dance contest for how many ever of 
you there are. Just dance! Get some exercise and 
get the giggles out, too!
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PERFORMING AN AUDIT OF 2019
2019 has been designated by your Church Council for 
an internal audit, and we are looking for a couple of 
people to assist with the process. Ideally, volunteers to 
assist with the audit will be:

• good with numbers
• maintain 100% 

confidentiality
• detail oriented
• organized
• work well with others as 

part of a team

Sound like you? Call Tina in the 
church office at 715.536.7322 
or email her at tina@ststephensucc.net and let her know 
you’d like to volunteer to help with the church’s internal 
audit. 

The audit will be scheduled for sometime between May 
and November. Scheduling will be flexible based on the 
availability of the volunteers who will be doing it.

THRIVENT BENEFITS
Are you a member of Thrivent? Did you know there are 
free benefits available to Saint Stephens because you 
are a member, and all you have to do is ask for them?

You can use an “Action Team” to help us sponsor an 
event ... such as a Trivia Night or another church event 
... i.e., Vacation Bible School, Oktoberfest, the Food 
For Kids Treasure Sale, a Youth event, etc.  One of 
our parishioners is using an “Action Team” to help us 
sponsor the April Trivia Night ... Utilizing an “Action 
Team” enables us to get T-shirts and gift cards we can 
use for prizes, refreshments, and more! Thank you, 
Thrivent! If you’re a member, don’t forget to ask for this 
benefit. It can really help Saint Stephens!

Thrivent members also get Choice Dollars they can 
assign to a non-profit of their choice ... which results in 
a cash donation to that non-profit. If you designate Saint 
Stephens for your Choice Dollars, the church will get an 
extra donation from Thrivent in your name! How cool is 
that? But don’t wait! You need to make your designation 
before March 31! Just call 800-Thrivent (800-847-4836)  
to assign your Choice Dollars. Saint Stephens is one of 
the choices.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

Dinner @ Five has been suspended until further 
notice due to the Coronavirus outbreak

THE INTERPRETER IS 
GOING MONTHLY!
The Interpreter will soon 
become a monthly 
publication, rather than 
a weekly publication. 
The Church Council 
unanimously reached 
the decision to change to 
monthly publication at the 
March 9 Council meeting, 
with the change to take 
effect May 1, 2020. This 
change is estimated to 

save the church nearly $3,400 over the course of a full 
calendar year in paper, printing, and postage costs. Did 
you know it costs approximately $95 to print and mail 
The Interpreter each week? 

Weekly updates and reminders of upcoming events and 
deadlines will continue to go out via email. If you would 
like to receive The Interpreter and these weekly updates 
by email, please sign up for an electronic subscription 
at:  https://ststephensucc.net/resources/newsletters.

Deadline for submissions for the May edition is April 15. 
Submissions should be emailed to:  tina@ststephensucc.
net.
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STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE

The deadline for the Staats Memorial Scholarship is April 1, 2020. Copies of the Information and Application for 
the Edward H. Staats and Mary Staats Memorial Scholarship are now available in the church office. You may 
also download a copy directly from the Saint Stephens website under Resources/Forms. (http://ststephensucc.net/
resources/forms). Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, please MAIL your completed Application to Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ, Attn:  Scholarship Applications, 903 E 2nd Street, Merrill, WI  54452.

ALL SCHOLARSHIP DECISIONS AND AMOUNTS ARE MADE ENTIRELY AND SOLELY BY  
THE STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP TRUSTEES.

UCC Summer Camp Scholarships
Scholarships are now being 
accepted for United Church Camps 
and Camp AweSum for summer 
camps! Stop in the church office 
and ask for a “Camp Scholarship 
Form” or go to:  http://ucci.org/
wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2020-
SCHOLARSHIP-APPLICATION-CA-
UCCI.pdf to print out the form. Please 

complete and return the application to the location of 
the event you want to attend no later than 6 weeks 
prior to the event. 

SHOLUND ESTATE:  $1,000 SCHOLARSHIP 
This year, one deserving graduate will be awarded a 
$1,000 Sholund Estate Scholarship for the 2020-2021 
academic year. This is completely separate from the 
Staats Memorial Scholarship. 

Copies of the Information and Application to apply for 
the Sholund Estate Scholarship are now available in the 
church office. You may also download a copy directly 
from the Saint Stephens website under Resources/
Forms. (http://ststephensucc.net/resources/forms)

The deadline for the Sholund Estate Scholarship 
Applications is April 1, 2020. Due to the Coronavirus 
outbreak, please MAIL your completed Application 
to Saint Stephens United Church of Christ, Attn:  
Scholarship Applications, 903 E 2nd Street, Merrill, WI  
54452.

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

NOW! 
 $50.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Sharon Detert 
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath for the new boiler from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $30.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Gerald Oestreich 
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Lois Wold

Memorial Fund  
 $25.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Harriet Henrich 
 $100.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Dave & Joy Meyer 
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Kristine Smith 
 $10.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Linda Hass

Radio 
 $190.00 in memory of loved ones from Arlo & Eunice Berndt 
 $25.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Dave & Emily Schwartzman 
 $190.00 in memory of parents, Marvin & Delores Hass, for their April 19 anniversary from Kristine Smith 
 $190.00 in memory of loved ones from Mari Nelson

SPECIAL GIFTS

Open Sponsorships

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

April 5, 26 
May 10, 17, 31

If you need to stop by the church Monday-
Friday, we ask that you schedule an 
appointment with either Tina, Kim, or 
Rev. Lucas. During the week, please 
call 715-536-7322 to schedule these 
appointments. The office will be staffed 
during the week. 
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
A Chocolate and Other Habits

Remember the wonderful works God has done: the miracles, the 
judgments uttered, the word commanded, the covenant kept. - 
Psalm 105:5, 8

Two weeks into Lent, how are you doing? How are those Lenten 
practices that you planned to observe faithfully? The chocolate 
and sugars you swore off, the alcohol you decided to abstain from, 
the meditative silence you intended to observe for twenty minutes 
each morning, the handwritten thank-you notes you were going to 
write each day to foster a spirit of gratitude. Still going strong?

No shame if they’re not.

But also, no kudos if they are.

Of course, it’s fabulous if your Lenten spiritual discipline has revealed deep meaning and has taken hold in life-
giving habitual ways. Seriously, I don’t “give up” for Lent for the same reason that I don’t make resolutions for the 
New Year—it doesn’t ignite my soul with anything but guilt—so I’m delighted if your Lenten discipline is feeding 
your spirit.

But no kudos and gold stars for you.

Because it’s not about your work in Lent.

It’s about God’s work in Lent. God’s miracles. God’s judgments. God’s promises. God’s breath and flesh on earth. 
God’s mystery and majesty in the heavens.

No matter if you’re experiencing stunning spiritual growth or if the no-chocolate thing has already flopped 
phenomenally, you can still focus your Lenten journey on the work that matters: God’s grace.

Prayer

God, I’m already eating the chocolate eggs that I bought for Easter. Remind me that calories are not the measure 
of this Lenten journey.

by Rachel Hackenberg

ELECTRONIC GIVING ANYONE?
Now might be the time to consider changing over to 
giving electronic giving. No need to leave the house 
to drop off an envelope, no postage stamp required, 
no money order costs, and no germs exchanged! Go 
online. Set it up. And forget about it! It’s easy to do 
and easy to change if you want to adjust the amount or 
frequency at any time.

CONFIRMATION 
CLASSES ARE 
CANCELED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE
Confirmation Classes 
have been temporarily 
canceled BUT please 
work on your reading 
and your projects. 

Subscribe to The Interpreter
If you don’t already receive The Interpreter, we 
invite you to let us know, and we will be happy to 
send it to you either by mail or email, whichever 
you prefer! Sign up/subscribe yourself here: 

https://ststephensucc.net/resources/newsletters 

Or contact Tina at tina@ststephensucc.net or call 
the church office at 715.536.7322.

YOUTH
ALL YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELED 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
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COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. 

Simply call Tina in the church office in advance so she 
can get them ready for you. She can also email you a 
copy if that is is more convenient. 

Minutes and Treasurer’s Reports are available beginning 
the Friday after each Council meeting, after the Council 
has reviewed the financial reports and approved them. 

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Cliff Williams
Vice President Christopher Stamm
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Cheryl Buck
  Beth Houle
  Chris Stevenson
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Bonnie Koelsch
  Paula McIntyre
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Youth Rep Alex Goetsch
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

Live Lent With Love

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,) 
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits, 
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the 
hospital. We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

2nd Annual
Saint Stephens Brewer Game!

 

vs.

Cost is $55

Your $55 gets you a ticket to 
the game, seat on the coach 

bus, and brat, hot dog, and/or 
Hamburger

only 40 tickets available!

Payment is needed on or before 
June 13

Saturday June 13, 2020 

Game Start 3:10 PM

Seats are in LB203 Rows 6-9

Meet at Church @ 9:15 | Depart @ 9:30

We are leaving early so there is 
time to tailgate!

Please bring a dish to pass, lawn 
chair, and your own beverages

2 gas grills are also needed 
(contact Rev. Lucas if you can 

bring your grill)

Saint Stephens is going to  
Miller Park!  

Invite your friends to join us! 
We need to fill the bus, so buy 

tickets for your friends and 
family, and make it a fun event 

for all! 
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Or contact Tina at tina@ststephensucc.net or call 
the church office at 715.536.7322.


