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March 11, 2020“I Love My Church”
This Lent I’ve tasked us all to Live 
Lent with Love. Here is your weekly 
check-in:  How is that going? In 
what ways have you Lived Lent 
with Love over the last week? 
Perhaps it has been difficult, and 
that’s okay. That’s why this theme is 
so necessary.

As you’ve lived with love, have 
you shown love to your church? If 
you have, in what ways have you 
shown love to our church? If you 
haven’t, in what ways can you show love to your church? I ask this, because I don’t 
think we can ever say “I Love My Church” enough.

Yet, I think even this has become difficult. And it’s difficult, because we have become 
a society too quick to complain. It’s like it has become our regular language, instead 
of love language being first and foremost. It reminds me of a quote I read recently:   

“You can complain because roses have thorns, or you can rejoice because thorns have 
roses.” In other words, saying “I love my church” doesn’t mean the church doesn’t 
have its flaws; after all, nobody is perfect. What it does mean is that the focus is on 
the things we love, the things to rejoice about, instead of the things we don’t love, i.e., 
complaining about the thorns. 

On leap day, I ran into some people from my home church, and after asking how I 
was doing, they asked how it is up where I am. My answer was:  “Oh I love it!” And 
that’s the truth. I love the church I am pastor at! Now I could’ve started to pick and 
choose and tell them some roses and some thorns, but my gut reaction was “Oh I 
love it!” This is the reaction I’m hoping we find as we Live Lent with Love and then 
continue to live that way after Lent.

This isn’t the only instance. I love to “talk up” Saint Stephens and share with others 
the great things we are doing as a church. This makes me curious ... What was the last 
thing you said about the church? Was it said with love? When’s the last time you said 

“I love my church” to someone ... to anyone?

When it comes to saying “I love my church,” 
it might help you think of things if you answer 
the following:  What do I love about church? 
So, what are the things you love about your 
church? Really think about it. Find the things 
that get you excited ... that will get others 
excited. And once you have it/them, then 
share it/them.

May we continue to Live Lent with Love.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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CITY TREE REMOVAL
All five ash trees on the blvd. in front of the church were removed by the City of Merrill Forestry Division, as 
they were becoming a potential hazard due to dead branches and parts of the trees dying ... such that another 
bad storm could bring them down. We are requesting new tree plantings to replace the trees at the City’s earliest 
convenience when seasonally appropriate for planting. That really opened up our view of the church building 
complex! 

THE INTERPRETER IS 
GOING MONTHLY!
The Interpreter will soon 
become a monthly publication, 
rather than a weekly 
publication. The Church 
Council unanimously reached 
the decision to change to 
monthly publication at the 
March 9 Council meeting, 
with the change to take effect 
May 1, 2020. This change is 

estimated to save the church nearly $3,400 over the 
course of a full calendar year in paper, printing, and 
postage costs. Did you know it costs approximately $95 
to print and mail The Interpreter each week? 

Weekly updates and reminders of upcoming events and 
deadlines will continue to go out via email. If you would 
like to receive The Interpreter and these weekly updates 
by email, please sign up for an electronic subscription 
at:  https://ststephensucc.net/resources/newsletters.
Deadline for submissions for the May edition is April 15.

PERFORMING AN AUDIT OF 2019
2019 has been designated by your Church Council for 
an internal audit, and we are looking for a couple of 
people to assist with the process. Ideally, volunteers to 
assist with the audit will be:
• good with numbers
• maintain 100% 

confidentiality
• detail oriented
• organized
• work well with others as 

part of a team
Sound like you? Call Tina in the 
church office at 715.536.7322 
or email her at tina@ststephensucc.net and let her know 
you’d like to volunteer to help with the church’s internal 
audit. 

COUNTING/PEW PADS
You may see youth or other volunteers physically 
counting attendance at worship. We will no longer be 
using the pew pads.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://ststephensucc.net
mailto:lucas@ststephensucc.net
mailto:marypat@ststephensucc.net
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COMPASSIONATE WRITER NEEDED
Do you have a compassionate heart and the gift of 
encouragement? Do you have legible handwriting 
or printing and enjoy writing cards to lift someone 
else’s spirits? We are looking for a card writer to write 
sympathy/bereavement cards. If this ministry appeals 
to you, please contact Tina in the church office. Call 
715.536.7322 or email her at:  tina@ststephensucc.net. 
Your words and a few minutes of your time spent writing 
cards could be a great gift to someone who is grieving.

SOUP SUPPER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Tyler Drake is coordinating volunteers for our Wednesday 
evening soup suppers during Lent. Volunteers are 
needed to set up, serve, do dishes, clean up, and also to 
donate desserts. If you can help in any of these ways on 
one or more Wednesdays during Lent, please call Tyler 
Drake at 715-218-6076. Thank you!

THRIVENT BENEFITS
Are you a member of Thrivent? Did you know there are 
free benefits available to Saint Stephens because you 
are a member, and all you have to do is ask for them?

You can use an “Action Team” to help us sponsor an 
event ... such as a Trivia Night or another church event 
... i.e., Vacation Bible School, Oktoberfest, the Food 
For Kids Treasure Sale, a Youth event, etc.  One of 
our parishioners is using an “Action Team” to help us 
sponsor the April Trivia Night ... Utilizing an “Action 
Team” enables us to get T-shirts and gift cards we can 
use for prizes, refreshments, and more! Thank you, 
Thrivent! If you’re a member, don’t forget to ask for this 
benefit. It can really help Saint Stephens!

Thrivent members also get Choice Dollars they can 
assign to a non-profit of their choice ... which results in 
a cash donation to that non-profit. If you designate Saint 
Stephens for your Choice Dollars, the church will get an 
extra donation from Thrivent in your name! How cool is 
that? But don’t wait! You need to make your designation 
before March 31! Just call 800-Thrivent (800-847-4836)  
to assign your Choice Dollars. Saint Stephens is one of 
the choices.

PARENTS ... 
Please mark your calendars ... 

there will be No Sunday School 
on Easter Sunday (April 12).

WE NEED SOME NEW USHERS
Have you ever thought of ushering? It’s really easy, and 
it’s an important part of our Sunday morning and Lenten 
worship services. It’s also a great way to share some of 
your time and talent with Saint Stephens! If you’ve ever 
considered becoming an usher, we want to hear from 
you. Call Clint Golisch at 715.536.1533 or talk with any 
of the other ushers you see before or after service. Give 
them your name and contact information and let them 
know you want to become an usher, too!

13-Week Grief Support Group
Starts Monday, April 6 @ 6:00 PM

Trinity Lutheran Church, 107 N State Street, Merrill
Call 715.536.8695 or 715.536.5482 to Register

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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WEDNESDAY WORSHIP TIME ADJUSTMENT:
During Lent, Wednesday evening worship will begin 
at 6:30 PM (instead of 6:00) so we can all enjoy a 
bowl of soup and fellowship beginning at 5:00 PM 
during our Lenten Soup Suppers before worship. 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS
Join us Wednesday evenings at 5:00 PM for a Lenten soup supper in the Fellowship Hall followed by worship at 
6:30 PM.

Our soup menu for the coming weeks is:

Wednesday, March 18  Mac & Cheese Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup
Wednesday, March 25  Stuffed Pepper Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup
Wednesday, April 1  Beef Vegetable Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup
Maundy Thursday:
Thursday, April 9  Taco Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup

We hope you will join us for soup and fellowship, and then join us for a meaningful mid-week Lenten worship 
service, as well.

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

NOW! 
 $20.00 in memory of Claray Geiss and Lorraine Kraft on their March birthdays from Jeff & Sue Kraft  
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Jeff & Sue Kraft

Memorial Fund  
 $500.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from brother, Dick, & Family 
 $10.00 in memory of Amber Schmidt from Linda Hass 
 $20.00 in memory of Bruce Hass from Linda Hass 
 $20.00 in memory of Bruce Hass from Stacy Cooper, Shanna Formo & Families 
 $20.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Tom & Mary Maluegge

New Boiler Fund 
 $25.00 in memory of Lloyd Buck, Sr., for his February 20 birthday, from Ruth Buck 
 $50.00  in memory of loved ones from Lois Latzig

Food For Kids 
 $30.00 in memory of Ruth Harbath from Ewald & Marilyn Katke

Radio 
 $190.00 in memory of grandparents, Selma & George Henrich, from Lynn and Holly Henrich 
 $190.00 in memory of Gerald Henrich, on the anniversary of his March 27 birthday, from his family 
 $190.00 in memory of my husband, T. Russ Johnson, for his March 24 birthday, from Jackie Johnson

Schmidt Scholarship Fund 
 $100.00 in memory of and thanksgiving for the life of Ruth Schmidt Hose from Mary & Robert Strange

SPECIAL GIFTS

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY ... MARCH 17
Saint Patrick’s Day (the Feast of Saint Patrick) commemorates the life of Saint Patrick and the arrival of 
Christianity in Ireland. Patrick was born in Roman Britain in the 4th century, into a wealthy Romano-
British family. His father was a deacon and his grandfather was a priest in the Christian church. Patrick 
was kidnapped at age 16 by Irish raiders, taken as a slave to Gaelic Ireland, spent six years there 
working as a shepherd, and during that time “found God.” Patrick heard God telling him to flee to the 
coast, where a ship would be waiting to take him home. Once home, Patrick become a priest,  
and a 5th-century Romano-British Christian missionary, and returned to Ireland to convert the 
pagan Irish to Christianity. He converted thousands to Christianity and later became a bishop. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Saint Stephens Annual Easter BreakfastSaint Stephens Annual Easter Breakfast

When: When: Sunday, April 12, 2020 at 7:30 AMSunday, April 12, 2020 at 7:30 AM

Where: Where: Fellowship HallFellowship Hall

Menu:  Menu:  Pancakes - Regular, Banana, Chocolate Chip, & Blueberry - Pure Maple Syrup - Pancakes - Regular, Banana, Chocolate Chip, & Blueberry - Pure Maple Syrup - 
Scrambled Eggs - Sausage - Bacon - Coffee Cake - Coffee - Milk - JuiceScrambled Eggs - Sausage - Bacon - Coffee Cake - Coffee - Milk - Juice

Cost: Cost:  Adults  $4 Adults  $4
 Youth 6-12  $2 Youth 6-12  $2
 Age 5 & Under  Free! Age 5 & Under  Free!

Tickets will be on sale in the Kuck Lounge before and after worship service on Sunday, Tickets will be on sale in the Kuck Lounge before and after worship service on Sunday, 
March 29, and Sunday, April 5. Tickets are also available during the week in the church March 29, and Sunday, April 5. Tickets are also available during the week in the church 
office. Advance ticket sales help with planning.office. Advance ticket sales help with planning.
Questions? Want to help?Questions? Want to help?
Call Buzz Fehrmann:Call Buzz Fehrmann:
715-536-2454 715-536-2454 
Thanks!Thanks!

The Easter Breakfast GangThe Easter Breakfast Gang

2020 LENTEN SERVICE USHER SCHEDULE

DATE DAY 10:30 AM Ushers 6:30 PM Ushers Team

March 18, 2020 Wednesday  George D., Jerry O., Randy P., Corey D. Dave Schwartzman

March 25, 2020 Wednesday  George D., Jerry O. Randy P., Corey D. George Dintelman

April 1, 2020 Wednesday  George D., Jerry O. Randy P., Corey D. Les Sabatke

April 9, 2020 Thursday  George D., Jerry O. Randy P., Corey D. Lloyd Buck Jr.

April 10, 2020 Good Friday 7:48 pm Service TBD

April 12, 2020 Easter 
Sunday

6:30 AM Sunrise Service - Randy P., Corey D. 
& Carl D.

9:00 AM - Lloyd Buck’s Team

*Ushers needed for 7:48 pm Good Friday Service & 6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service
(Sign-up sheet will be posted at the ushers’ station in the narthex.)

STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE

The deadline for the Staats Memorial Scholarship is April 1, 2020. Copies of the Information and Application for 
the Edward H. Staats and Mary Staats Memorial Scholarship are now available in the church office. You may 
also download a copy directly from the Saint Stephens website under Resources/Forms. (http://ststephensucc.net/
resources/forms)

ALL SCHOLARSHIP DECISIONS AND AMOUNTS ARE MADE ENTIRELY AND SOLELY BY  
THE STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP TRUSTEES.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SHARE THE INTERPRETER
Communicating with visitors and potential new 
members can be difficult ... We may not have their 
address or email, and they may not subscribe to or pick 
up a random copy of The Interpreter. YOU can help! 
We put extra copies of The Interpreter out in the back 
of church and also on the table outside the office. Pick 
up a copy and share it with someone you recognize in 
church as a newer member. Ask them if they get The 
Interpreter yet, and if they don’t, give them a copy!

NEW MEMBERS GATHERINGS!
Have you been visiting Saint Stephens? Thinking 
of joining? Just want to learn more and meet more 
people to see what we’re all about? Perhaps you know 
someone who has been talking about joining Saint 
Stephens ...

We will be having three New Member Gatherings in 
April and May ... We’ll send out a mailing to those 
who have expressed interest in learning more about or 
joining Saint Stephens in early April ... but mark your 
calendars now so you can plan to join us. 

Also, if you don’t receive a letter, and you want to 
come, consider yourself invited! We may not have your 
address or other contact information. Please give the 
office a call so we can get your contact information 
and then join us!

Gathering #1 in the Kuck Lounge
Monday, April 27, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Gathering #2 @ the home of Scott & Kelly Wallace,
W2877 Co Rd G, Merrill (on the corner of G & French 
Ridge Road)
Tuesday, May 12, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Gathering #3 @ Church
Wednesday, May 27, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM. We will 
worship together at 6:00 PM and then gather afterward 
in the Kuck Lounge for social time and to learn more 
about Saint Stephens and the UCC.

New Member Sunday will be Sunday, May 31!

SHOLUND ESTATE SCHOLARSHIP 
This year we are re-introducing the Sholund Estate 
Scholarship, made possible by the Estate of Alice Sholund. 
When she passed away in 2004, Alice bequeathed funds 
to set up a scholarship to enable faithful Saint Stephens 
members to pursue higher education. These funds have 
now been earmarked to be disbursed in the form of one 
$1,000 scholarship per year for each of the next five 
years. 

This year, one deserving graduate will be awarded 
a $1,000 Sholund Scholarship for the 2020-2021 
academic year. This is completely separate from the 
Staats Memorial Scholarship. 

Copies of the Information and Application to apply for 
the Sholund Scholarship are now available in the church 
office. You may also download a copy directly from the 
Saint Stephens website under Resources/Forms. (http://
ststephensucc.net/resources/forms)

The Staats Memorial Scholarship Committee will also 
select the recipient of the Sholund Estate Scholarship; 
however, the applications for this Scholarship will be 
considered without regard to the status of any other 
scholarship application or award.

Merrill Eagles Pancake Breakfast
to benefit Larry Jacobsen

Sunday, March 15:  9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
@ Eagles Club,  

1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Regular & Potato Pancakes will be served

Adults:  $8    Children 6-10:  $4     Under Age 5:  Free
(Carry-Outs Available:  Call 715.536.7471)

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, March 19:  4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
@ Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Menu:   Beef Tips & Mashed Potatoes, Corn,  
  Dinner Rolls, Cupcakes, Coffee, Milk,  
  Water

Sponsored by:  Ascension Good Samaritan Hospital

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Unfinished

Then the LORD God said, “None of the people who have seen my 
glory and the signs that I did in Egypt and in the wilderness…shall 
see the land that I swore to give to their ancestors.” - Numbers 
14:22-23

A friend who pastored an aging and extremely socially active 
congregation once told me that the number one pastoral issue his 
congregation faced was its people’s sense of failure as they neared 
their deaths. They’d been working so hard their whole lives, and 
still the revolution hadn’t come. The world wasn’t fixed yet.

I wonder if Moses and the Israelites felt the same way when they 
found out their generation wasn’t going to make it to the promised 
land. I hope not. I mean, they’d managed to survive and thrive 
under years of cruelty. They’d thrown off the yoke of their oppressors, escaped from their pursuers, stepped out in 
bravery and trust into a new future. They may not have made it to the promised land, but they sure did accomplish 
a lot. Plus God had promised them future generations to finish what they had started.

You too. Your sense that it’s all up to you? Your belief that you’re supposed to accomplish it all—end racism, fix the 
environment, redistribute the wealth, overcome all your issues, whatever—before you die? It’s not going to work 
out. You’ve already accomplished so much. You’ll accomplish so much more. But you will not finish the work; that 
is given to your children.

Let go of your determination to enter the promised land in your lifetime. Hope only to see it, and take a step toward 
it, and to believe that your descendants will arrive where you cannot.

Prayer

Show me my place in your plan, and set me free from my own expectations. Amen.

by Quinn G. Caldwell

COFFEE HOUR
SPONSORS
NEEDED

COFFEE HOUR
SPONSORS
NEEDED

SPONSOR A COFFEE HOUR
We need Coffee Hour sponsors! Can your family (or a 
few families) help? Coffee Hour sponsorship is fun and 
easy! Bring in some delicious treats to share. Make coffee 
(following the instructions on the side of the fridge in the 
lounge). Serve the coffee and treats in the Kuck Lounge. 
Clean up afterward. Easy peasy! And if you love to bake, 
this is a great hospitality ministry! Sign up on the kiosk 
in the Kuck Lounge. 

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, March 16, will be:

Homemade Chili, Corn Bread 
Green Beans, Pasta Salad 

Dessert & Beverages

Please Note:
The office will be closed on EASTER 

MONDAY, Monday, April 13.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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2nd Annual
Saint Stephens Brewer Game!

 

vs.

Cost is $55

Your $55 gets you a ticket to 
the game, seat on the coach 

bus, and brat, hot dog, and/or 
Hamburger

only 40 tickets available!

Payment is needed on or before 
June 13

Saturday June 13, 2020 

Game Start 3:10 PM

Seats are in LB203 Rows 6-9

Meet at Church @ 9:15 | Depart @ 9:30

We are leaving early so there is 
time to tailgate!

Please bring a dish to pass, lawn 
chair, and your own beverages

2 gas grills are also needed 
(contact Rev. Lucas if you can 

bring your grill)

Saint Stephens is going to  
Miller Park!  

Invite your friends to join us! 
We need to fill the bus, so buy 

tickets for your friends and 
family, and make it a fun event 

for all! 

FREE DRIVE SMART WEBINAR
UCC Creation Care Team is 
offering a webinar to all church 
members that takes place 
tomorrow, March 12 at 7:00 PM 

about Driving Smarter to increase fuel efficiency and 
save money. Saint Stephens Green Team is supporting 
this event. You can access this webinar from your home 
computer, which will allow you to watch the program 
and participate with comments and questions if you so 
choose. To register for the webinar, you can contact 
Tina in the Saint Stephens office or Gordon Bertagnoli 
(920-212-0226) of the Saint Stephens Green Team.

NEW BOOK STUDY
Starting in early April, the Saint 
Stephens Green Team will be 
offering a book study in recognition 
of Earth Day (April 22). At this time, 
we plan to meet 3-4 evenings over 
the course of the month to discuss 
the book. The book is entitled 
Because we’re Forever Earthbound 
by Chuck Tennessen. Chuck is a 
UCC church member in Southern 
Wisconsin, and this work is being 
sponsored by Creation Care Team 
of Wisconsin. To join the book 
study and receive your book (free), please sign up on 
the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge.

TWO GREEN  
TEAM EVENTS!

DOOR REMINDERS:
Door #1 - Main Office Door. Please enter and exit 
from this door  during the week. 

Door #6 and Door #3 - Open 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM 
on Monday evenings to accommodate our guests for 
Dinner @ Five. Early guests may enter through Door #1. 

Doors #2 and #7 are For Emergency Exit only. 

Doors #1, 3, 4, and 5 will be open on Sundays and 
staffed by Hospitality Corps members to welcome 
members and visitors to worship and Sunday School.

Food Pantry Donations for March 
totaled 123 pounds!

Thanks to everyone who supports  
our local Food Pantry!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events 

& Please note the CHANGES!

• March 15 @ 6:45 PM - Movie Night! Meet @ 
Church, then go to Cosmo

• April 1 @ 5:00 PM - Help with Lenten Soup 
Supper

• May 17 @ 8:45 AM - HS Youth Lead Worship, 
Bake Sale Fundraiser after worship

• Save the dates of July 24-25! More info to come 
soon!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed forms 
are REQUIRED. (Download the form from our website, 
have your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring 
your friend and the completed form along.) 

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is 
available during our 
9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays 
throughout the year. 
Feel free to bring 
your little ones ages 

0 - 3 to the nursery prior to the start of worship where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care for them 
during the service. (Registration form required.)

SUNDAY SCHOOL ... 
SEDER MEAL RSVP 

PLEASE
This Sunday, March 15, 
the children will share 
their own “Last Supper” 
and learn about and 
experience a Seder 
Meal. 

Your child should have brought home what looks like 
a coloring page. This is actually an invitation to our 

“Last Supper.” This event will be taking place on Sunday, 
March 15, DURING Sunday school. The children will 
not come into the sanctuary for a Children’s Moment. 
Instead, they will be in the Fellowship Hall for this event. 
Each child is welcome to bring one person with if they 
choose to do so. If you child would like to bring a guest, 
please RSVP with the child’s name to let us know they 
will be bringing a guest ... by calling or texting Melissa 
Butler at 715.302.8460 so we can plan for enough food. 

ANY child may attend Sunday School at Saint Stephens. 
All are welcome. Our only requirement? A completed 
Registration Form. Registration Forms are available 
right in the classrooms when you bring your child. 
Completed Registration Forms help protect all of the 
children in our care and provide us with important 
information in case of an emergency. Forms are also 
available in the Church Office and on our website at:   
www.ststephensucc.net/resources/forms so you can 
save time on Sunday by simply giving the teacher the 
completed form. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• March 22 @ 10:30 AM - MS Youth Gathering

• May 17 @ 12:30 PM - MS Youth AmericInn Fun! 
(5th Graders are invited to come to this event.)

• Save the dates of July 24-25! More info to come 
soon!

CONFIRMATION 
CLASSES
Confirmation Class 
meets tonight, 
Wednesday, March 11, 
at 7:30 PM; however, 
please join us for Soup 
Supper at 5:00 PM and 
worship at 6:30 PM, 

prior to meeting in the Third Floor Classroom/Youth 
Room at 7:30 for class.

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
7th and 8th Grade Faith Formation Class will meet in 
April on Sunday, April 5, and April 19. Please mark your 
calendars! 

Don’t Forget to Use Scrip ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to 
use in place of cash! 

Buy Easter basket goodies, groceries, spring clothes, gas 
for the trip to Grandma’s house ... everything you need 
to celebrate Easter in style can be purchased with Scrip 
and earn “free” money for Saint Stephens! 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/resources/forms
http:// or right in the classroom and you can complete one on the spot and give it to the Sunday School tea
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

April 19, 26 
May 3, 24

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

March 15 
April 5, 26 

May 10, 17, 31

Coffee Hour 
March 22, 29 

April 5, 12, 19, 26 
May 3, 10, 17, 24

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

The Green Team is happy to 
provide you with energy saving, 
and often money saving, tips 
and ideas to reduce, reuse, and 
recycle ... for a cleaner, better, 
more sustainable environment 
... for our future, our world, and 

A Great Green Idea
Use safe water bottles for take along water 
and then refill. Americans buy 50 billion 
water bottles per year. Quit buying individual 
plastic bottles of water.  

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Cliff Williams
Vice President Christopher Stamm
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Cheryl Buck
  Beth Houle
  Chris Stevenson
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Bonnie Koelsch
  Paula McIntyre
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Youth Rep Alex Goetsch
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

Live Lent With Love

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,) 
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits, 
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the 
hospital. We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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THIS SUNDAY, MARCH 15 - Third Sunday in Lent - 9:00 AM Worship - 
with Sunday School, and Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery)

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION:  Wednesdays during  

Lent at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM  
MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP:  Thursday, April 9 at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP:  Friday, April 10 @ 7:45 PM (Sunset) 
EASTER BREAKFAST: Sunday, April 12 

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP:  6:30 AM and 9:00 AM
TRIVIA NIGHT:  Saturday, April 25 at 5:00 PM 

PENTECOST, BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY & NEW MEMBER SUNDAY:  Sunday, May 31

UPCOMING EVENTS

All Proceeds To Benefit Merrill Community
Food for Kids Program

Saturday, April 25, 2020
Doors Open @ 5 PM 

Questions Begin @ 6 PM
Tickets $10 per Person
Door Prizes & Raffles!

Form A Team or Come On Your Own
You Don’t Need a Team to Sign-up

Max of 8 people per Team

Carry-ins Allowed
Water & Soda For Sale | Free Snacks Available

Child Care Provided

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text  SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2
3

Subscribe to The Interpreter
If you don’t already receive The Interpreter, we 
invite you to let us know, and we will be happy to 
send it to you either by mail or email, whichever 
you prefer! Sign up/subscribe yourself here: 

https://ststephensucc.net/resources/newsletters 

Or contact Tina at tina@ststephensucc.net or call 
the church office at 715.536.7322.

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. 

Simply call Tina in the church office in advance so she 
can get them ready for you. She can also email you a 
copy if that is is more convenient. 

Minutes and Treasurer’s Reports are available beginning 
the Friday after each Council meeting, after the Council 
has reviewed the financial reports and approved them. 

WELCOME TO ST. 
STEPHENS!

Are you a frequent visitor 
to Saint Stephens? Thinking 
of joining? Want to get our 
newsletter? Looking for 
opportunities to get involved 

or volunteer? There are lots of opportunities to meet 
new people and get involved! Join us for any of our 
upcoming events. You are invited! If you answered “yes” 
to any of those first questions, call the church office at 
715.536.7322 and introduce yourself. We’re happy to 
meet you! And more than that ... to WELCOME you!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

SUNDAY, MARCH 15 - Third Sunday in Lent
- Rev. Lucas Williams

Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School;  
Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir.  
Liturgist is Mary Wilson. 

Flowers on the altar are sponsored in honor of our 35th wedding anniversary 
 from Phil & Kelly Natzke.  

Radio Ministry is unsponsored as of the time of this printing. 
Coffee Hour is sponsored by Kenyon & Bailee Golisch.  

Please consider sponsoring a Coffee Hour! It’s fun & easy. 
Nursery will be staffed by Lea Kultgen, Carmen Klug, and Penny Hommerding. 

Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & 
Nancy Seidel,  Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz. 

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kristine Bowe, Beth Houle, Scott & Kelly 
Wallace, Chris & Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

MONDAY, MARCH 16 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics

TUESDAY, MARCH 17 
St. Patrick’s Day 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 4:00 Worship Meeting 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 10:30 Worship with Communion 
 5:00 Lenten Soup Supper 
 6:30 Worship with Communion 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 7:15 Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, MARCH 19 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Girl Scout Troop 704 
 6:00 Chime Choir

FRIDAY, MARCH 20 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

UCC Summer Camp Scholarships
Scholarships are now being accepted for United Church 
Camps and Camp AweSum for summer camps! Stop in the 
church office and ask for a “Camp Scholarship Form” or 
go to:  http://ucci.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2020-
SCHOLARSHIP-APPLICATION-CA-UCCI.pdf to print out 
the form. Please complete and return the application to 
the location of the event you want to attend no later than 
6 weeks prior to the event. 

mailto:angela@ststephensucc.net
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/

