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Forgiveness:  The Key to Loving 
Your Enemy

On Sunday, after my sermon 
on loving your enemy, a 
parishioner said to me:  “We 

talked about your sermon, and we feel 
challenged to love those within terrorist 
organizations. I watch a lot of true 
crime shows and don’t know that I can 
love those who murder. What are your 
thoughts?”

It’s a good point to bring up. Because 
when it comes to “loving your enemies,” 
we’re not just talking about the kid at 
school who keeps stealing your lunch or 
the guy who cut you off on the highway 
and then gave you the finger; we’re talking about anyone who could be your enemy, 
and that includes those who commit murder.

How much love do you show to, for instance, the last person who shot up a school 
or church or movie theater? Honestly, we don’t give or show them any love; instead, 
we dehumanize the people who do these things. And think of them as monsters. We 
show anything but love to them. And yet, Jesus says, “love your enemies.”

My initial response to the congregant was, “That would be hard, yet we’re still called 
to love. So how, though? I think it’s by finding forgiveness.” And I really believe that 
to be true.

We live in a world where everyone is basically either “good” or “bad.” But we all 
know life isn’t cut and dried now, is it? Someone can be guilty of terrible things and 
still deserve forgiveness. Even when Jesus is on the cross, he looks at those who put 
him there, and he offers forgiveness. In this moment, there isn’t a doubt in my mind 
of Jesus’ love for them.

As I think about this, I am reminded of the 2006 shooting that occurred at an Amish  
school. I am reminded, not of the shooting, but of the Amish community’s response. 
They could have hated the man that took lives and his own, but they didn’t; instead, 
they comforted the family after the shooting and showed forgiveness to them. They 
chose to move toward hope and love. In fact, some of them even attended the man’s 
funeral.

As I said on Sunday, loving your enemy does not mean returning love for love and 
hate for hate. It means that we replace retaliation with reconciliation and selfishness 
with generosity. And it means you forgive, with the knowledge that God is loving, 
merciful, and just. Forgiveness is a great tool to help us begin to show love to our 
enemy. Forgiving is not easy and will not be easy by any means. In fact, it’s something 
I still try to better myself in each day.

Friends, loving your enemy is perhaps the hardest and most difficult command Jesus 
gives us; that’s why we struggle with ideas like loving someone who kills. But, guess 
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WEDNESDAY WORSHIP TIME ADJUSTMENT:
Beginning on Ash Wednesday (February 26), 
Wednesday evening worship will begin at 6:30 PM 
(instead of 6:00) for the duration of Lent so we can 
all enjoy a bowl of soup and fellowship beginning 
at 5:00 PM during our Lenten Soup Suppers before 
worship. 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS
Join us Wednesday evenings for a Lenten soup supper in the Fellowship Hall followed by worship at 6:30 PM.

Our soup menu for the coming weeks is:

Wednesday, February 26 Wild Rice Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup
Wednesday, March 4  Cheesy Loaded Potato Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup
Wednesday, March 11  Chili, Chicken Noodle Soup
Wednesday, March 18  Mac & Cheese Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup
Wednesday, March 25  Stuffed Pepper Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup
Wednesday, April 1  Beef Vegetable Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup
Maundy Thursday:
Thursday, April 9  Taco Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup

We hope you will join us for soup and fellowship, and then join us for a meaningful mid-week Lenten worship 
service, as well.

what? I believe Jesus knew it would be difficult when he said it! So yes, it is okay that we struggle to find a way to 
love our enemies, even those who commit murder. But, let’s open ourselves to the idea of forgiveness toward our 
enemy, because I believe that is the pathway to loving them.

May God guide us as we strive for this kind of love.

Ash Wednesday is Wednesday, February 26. 
Worship with us at 10:30 AM or 6:30 PM. 

All are Welcome!

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION NIGHT 
We want to say “Thank you” to all of the volunteers who make Saint Stephens function so wonderfully! From the 
voices that sing in the Choir to the hands that scrub down Medical Ministry equipment. From the strong arms that 
shovel snow to the loving arms that cuddle children in the Nursery. Whether you are cleaning and cooking, making 
phone calls and filing, preparing mailings, playing Chimes, teaching Sunday School, ushering, or any of the other 
multitude of ways our volunteers contribute to the heart and ministry of Saint Stephens, THANK YOU!

To those of you who attended our Volunteer Appreciation Night Saturday evening, we hope you had fun. 
Unfortunately, attendance  was much lower than we had hoped, so we will be considering other ways of showing 
our appreciation for the future ... and hopefully find ways that will resonate with each of you. Because we want you 
to know how very much you are appreciated!
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Annual Palm Burning

Saturday, February 22
@ 5:00 PM

here at Saint Stephens
with Potluck

in Fellowship Hall
to follow

Come and share this ritual as we burn the palms from last 
year to create the ashes we will use for Ash Wednesday. 
We will have the actual Palm Burning fire in the office 
area parking lot. Then we will wrap up the evening with 
a potluck dinner in the Fellowship Hall.

Enjoy food, ritual, and time with your friends! Please 
bring a dish to pass.

PRAYING FOR REV. KUCK
Rev. Dale Kuck and his wife, Jackie, request your 
continued prayers for their health. Rev. Kuck was 
recently diagnosed with esophageal cancer and started 
treatments near their new residence. His treatments 
will include both radiation and chemotherapy. He says:  

“Prayers are most welcome!”

In addition, if you would like to drop them a card or 
note, or call them, here is their new address and phone:

 Rev. Dale & Jackie Kuck
 101 Walnut Circle, Apt. 1313
 Grafton, WI 53024
Phone: (262) 204.2754 or (715) 536.4086 (cell)

“FREE WILL” SALE
For the next couple of weeks, we’ll have a rolling cart 
full of children’s Bibles, song books, coloring and puzzle 
books, workbooks, Bible stories, and other materials we 
no longer use in our Sunday School curriculum, located 
up near the Coffee Area in the narthex on Sundays ... 
and in Tina’s office during the week ... and we invite 
you to browse the materials on the cart (the cart is not 
for sale), take what you would like, and leave a Free Will 
Donation in the jar on the cart. The proceeds raised 
during this “Free Will” Sale will supplement our Sunday 
School Budget for 2020. Thank you for your generosity!

PINE CREST
The February Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Wednesday, February 26 (Ash Wednesday). 
Members scheduled to assist residents to the service 
are Kathy Case and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas 
Williams will lead the worship service, and Darlene 
Johnson is the pianist.

Greetings all! Here is another thought from the Green Team:  “Follow me and Change”
A couple of weeks ago Pastor Lucas gave a sermon about Jesus’ call to follow him. During 
the children’s part of the service, he asked the kids to follow him around the church and 
they did. Then he questioned if the adults would do the same? He pointed out that often 
we (adults) aren’t easily moved out of our comfort zones.  Experts in human behavior tell 
us that this is natural and that change doesn’t come easily for us. But as adults we have 
enough experience to know that one way or another change, is a part of our lives, whether 
we want it or not. It might be a change that we willingly undertake, such as meeting a New 
Year’s resolution, or it might be something that we just have to deal with, like an illness.

Dealing with the climate will also involve change (pun intended). Some of the changes might be simple (like those 
Great Green Idea’s that the Green Team puts in The Interpreter.) Other changes might be more difficult. As we’ve 
shown in the last few weeks, we already know a lot about what’s needed, and we have many, if not all, of the 
tools to accomplish the task. The tough part seems to be that on a day-to-day basis the climate doesn’t seem too 
bad, so why change? Sure, maybe there are heavy rainstorms or power outages due to heavy snow and wind, but 
we can deal with those. It’s only when something like a tornado or flood devastates an area that the problem 
really hits home. Saint Stephen’s Green Team would like to suggest two aspects to consider pertaining to the 
climate changes needed. The first is from our Faith. Jesus told us to Love our neighbor as our self. So who is our 

(Continued on page 4)
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PRAYER ASSIGNMENT

Thank you to everyone who has already shown interest in 
my Prayer Assignment for the Lay Academy!

Here are some important dates to mark on your calendar: 

February 24 & March 16 - Anyone willing to help plan 
will be meeting from 6-8 PM here at church in the youth 
room on the 3rd floor. These meetings will include both 
collaboration and fellowship. There is a sign up sheet for 
this on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. If you are unable to 
sign up, but still want to attend, that is ok, too. 

May 16 - This is the day of the event. I have reserved the Agra Pavilion to host this event. A time is yet to be 
determined.

The main idea is to gather and pray with the community. THAT is the assignment. I have chosen HUNGER as a 
topic of interest and have found it is a need in the community and spreads much further than that. I have also 
found that loving and tending to the children in our community is common ground and something that most if not 
ALL of the community can agree upon. 

So far the idea is to meet at the Agra Pavilion and open with information and maybe a story regarding local hunger 
and with prayer. Then we will share a potluck community meal. We will accept either a goodwill monetary 
donation that will go to Food For Kids program OR, for folks that would prefer, a canned donation to be given to 
the food bank. 

In or close to the pavilion, I will have multiple stations set up. One will be a prayer bead bracelet activity, and 
others with share information regarding prayer and hunger. This is where I would like you all to participate. I would 
like you all to come up with ideas on what that could look like and offer your time creating and holding down 
those stations. I’m hoping we can come up with some creative ideas together. 

I am NOT reserving the whole trail. My thought is that after our meal, we could gather in small groups and walk 
the trail together at our own paces for some downtime if we choose to. It is a beautiful place to find sanctuary and 
pray. Some may choose to do this, and some may not. Either way, that is ok. 

The event will be open to anyone; all are welcome. Also, please note that our ideas may change. That is, after all, 
the collaborative part of this assignment. Rest assured, however, that the dates and the potluck are set in stone.

There will be another sign up sheet going up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge when it gets closer to the date of the 
May 16 event, where people can sign up to bring something for the potluck meal. There will be two options. One 
will be to donate an item only and another will be to donate a potluck item and to help serve.

Feel free to reach out to me with any concerns or questions. 

Thank you all again for your prayerful consideration in participating or attending! Stay tuned for further updates.

- Melissa Butler

(Continued from page 3)
neighbor? The parable of the Good Samaritan tells us that our neighbor may be someone who we can’t readily 
relate to. Would this mean that someone in a far off land facing flooding or other disaster is our neighbor? A second 
important consideration is something that all of us who have ever had to deal with change or teach our children 
about changing know ... that the very first step is to be willing to try.

In closing this note, here is one of those simple changes that anyone can make to help the climate. If you have a 
computer with Internet access, switch your search engine to “Ecosia.” “Ecosia” is a search engine that uses its profits 
to help plant trees around the planet.  rees are major absorbers of greenhouse gases and have a huge positive 
impact on the climate. To find out more about this and get started, just go to this link:  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=z1AVgbI_1r0.   

Thanks to everyone who’s willing to take a first step!
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PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,) 
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits, 
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the 
hospital. We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

The Green Team is happy to 
provide you with energy saving, 
and often money saving, tips 
and ideas to reduce, reuse, and 
recycle ... for a cleaner, better, 
more sustainable environment 
... for our future, our world, and 
the world we leave for our kids.

SOFTBALL SIGN-UP
Softball season may be months away, but sign up time 
is now. Will you play on our Saints Stephens team? If 
you want to “Play Ball!” this summer, please call Jerry 
Burnett at 715.722.0115 to get added to the roster or 
call Rev. Lucas. We need players, and the deadline for 
submitting our roster is right around the corner. 

A Great Green Idea
Don’t pre-heat your oven. You 
can just set it when you are 
reading to start cooking. 

CRUNCHING THE NUMBERS
We’re off to a bumpy start in 2020 as of the end of 
January, and while this isn’t uncommon for this time 
of year, it’s something all of us should be aware of. 
Income in January totalled $19,437; however, Expenses 
in January came to $25,052. That means that current 
cashflow came up short by $5,615. 

We know that Lent will begin with Ash Wednesday on 
February 26 and that giving often increases during Lent 
and on Easter. This is something we’ve come to count 
on as a church, because the first couple of months tend 
to be a little lean on Income, while Expenses like Snow 
Removal Expense and Gas Expense are at their peak. In 
fact, other than personnel, these were our two highest 
Expenses in January. 

January Snow Removal Expense:   $1,902
January Gas Expense:     $1,876
Total:       $3,778

Those two Expenses alone accounted for more than 
15% of January Expenses.

We are also aware that we are currently functioning 
with only one pastor. Our Expenses would have been 
even higher if we had been at full staff during January.

But what if we didn’t have to count on increased giving 
during Lent to pull us out of our January and February 
slump? What if we were able to equalize our income 
a little more effectively? (Electronic giving is great for 
helping with that!) 

I wonder what that would be like for our Church ...

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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YEAR END 2019
We ended up the calendar year 2019 in the black ... and after 
making the final adjustments and correcting any errors from the 
preliminary run ... we are doing better than when thought! We 
ended 2019 $2,418.32 in the black. We had just over $352,000 
is General Fund Income, as compared to almost $350,000 in 
General Fund Expenses.

That is awesome! However, lest we fall guilty to the sin of pride, 
we are reminded that we did that without a second pastor for a 
full six months of the year. If we had had two full-time pastors, we 
would have gone into the red. So ... we will need to contribute for 
2020 with that in mind. We budgeted for two full-time pastors for 
2020.

2020 BUDGET
The 2020 Budget, as recommended by your 
Church Council, was approved at the January 19 
Congregational Meeting following worship. The 
2020 Budget totaled $412,395. 

Income for 2019 totaled just over $352,000. To 
completely fund a $412,395 Budget ... to accomplish 
all that we hope to accomplish in 2020 ... means 
regular giving will need to increase by $60,395.

CHURCH 
FINANCES

An Udate on our NOW! Capital 
Campaign Pledges ... NOW! Summary:*

Pledges Recorded: $433,981.00
Pledges Received: $159,874.00

 Balance to be Received: $274,107.00

 Our Next Project: 
Boiler* Replacement Project - Estimated Cost:  $300,000.00

Replacing the Boiler is the next project on our priority list. However, we made a 
commitment to all of you that we will not spend money we do not have, so this 
project will be accomplished as pledges are received and funds become available.

* Needs to be replaced within 4 years or ASAP! 

NOW! MEMORIALS ... A Great Way to Give!
Did you know ... in addition to Memorials given in past 
years to the Organ and New Roof Funds ... Memorials 
given to the NOW! Capital Campaign have helped 
us reach our goals a LOT faster! In fact, the NOW! 
Campaign received $42,190 in Memorial gifts as of 
December 31, 2019, in addition to pledged gifts!

*All NOW! numbers shown on both 
pages are as of December 31, 2019.
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An Udate on our Capital 
Campaign ...

Current or Completed Projects:
Sanctuary Roof & Overhang Roof on School Building   $127,854.00   Paid in Full!
Parsonage Roof & Garage Roof    $ 45,975.00    Paid in Full!
New Organ & Electrical for Organ    $107,049.64  $26,177.40* payable
   * Being paid at $2,181.45 on Interest Free Payments  
Parsonage Improvements: New Windows/Trim/Siding, Etc. $117,832.00  $10,861.00 payable
(Final payment due upon completion of the work)
Total of Current or Completed Projects    $398,710.64  $37,038.40 payable

Future Projects:
Replace Boilers (within 4 years at the latest)   $300,000.00 estimate
Expanding Kuck Lounge Project    $  42,000.00 estimate
Electrical Wiring - Sanctuary & Attic    After inspection, no changes needed at this time
Updating Parking Lot Lights/Electrical    $     1,934.00 estimate ... Electrical Fund Closed
Sanctuary Refurbishing      Estimates not yet done

Current Funds Available: $178,186.61 

Look What We’ve Done ...  
In Just Year One!

Status of Current Projects & Available Funds
Total Funds Available to Pay:    $178,186.61             

Total Left to Pay on Current Projects: - $ 37,038.40                   
Available Funds after Payments:    $141,148.21

Pledges Yet to Be Received: + $274,107.00
Available For Potential Future Projects IF All Pledges are Received: $415,255.21
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Gobsmacked and Gorgeous

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made 
clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does 
not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, 
but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed. - 2 
Corinthians 4:7-9 (NRSV)

Have you even begun to appreciate the fantastic feats of 
triumphant, glorified living that you and your fellow humans 
accomplish on a regular basis?

As much as I harp about our God-given belovedness, and 
while I love my neighbor to pieces, on occasion some 
humans will drive me almost to despair with their … oh, 
how shall I put this? … crass inhumanity.

But then. Just when I am tempted to give up on the entire 
human enterprise, I am gobsmacked all over again by the utterly spectacular resilience of the human-divine spirit 
we carry around in these gorgeous, if short-lived, clay jars of ours.

How, when my friend’s UU church was picketed during Sunday services by protestors proclaiming Jesus would 
send LGBTQ-loving Unitarians to hell, the entire congregation went outside and sang “We Shall Overcome.” How 
an open-hearted 17-year-old ditches the cool factor and prays out loud for peace, right in front of everybody. And 
how my friend Bob, recently diagnosed with an aggressive blood cancer, is giving his grandchildren “jobs” so they 
will feel needed and connected when the going gets tough.

Do you have any idea how amazing you are? Do you know how much power for good you have? You’ve got this, 
by God. Carry on.

Prayer

Thank you for giving us extraordinary power and plenty of opportunities to use it. May we give you the glory. Amen.

by Vicki Kemper

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council meeting? 
Curious about church finances? Your Church Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the most recent 
Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, by request. Simply call Tina in the church office in advance so she can 
get them ready for you. She can also email you a copy if that is is more convenient. 

Minutes and Treasurer’s Reports are available beginning the Friday after each Council meeting, after the Council 
has reviewed the financial reports and approved them. 

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, February 20 from 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Menu: BBQ, Chips,  
Beans & Coleslaw, Cakes & Bars 

Coffee, Milk & Water

Sponsored by:  Christ United Methodist Church and
                        Wildwood Chapel

CHILI FEED
to Benefit the Plautz Family 

&
Ellenbecker Family

Sunday, February 23, from 4:30 PM - 
6:00 PM

@
Faith Lutheran Church,  

15425 S County Rd K, Merrill

Free Will Offering
Take Outs Available

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events 

& Please note the CHANGES!

• February 23 @ 5:00 PM - HS Youth Gathering

• March 15 @ 6:45 PM - Movie Night! Meet @ 
Church, then go to Cosmo

• May 17 @ 8:45 AM - HS Youth Lead Worship, 
Bake Sale Fundraiser after worship

• June 21 @ 12:30 PM - HS Youth AmericInn Fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed forms 
are REQUIRED. (Download the form from our website, 
have your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring 
your friend and the completed form along.) 

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is 
available during our 
9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays 
throughout the year. 
Feel free to bring 
your little ones ages 

0 - 3 to the nursery prior to the start of worship where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care for them 
during the service. (Registration form required.)

SUNDAY SCHOOL
ANY child may attend Sunday School at Saint Stephens. 
All are welcome. Our only requirement? A completed 
Registration Form. Registration Forms are available right 
in the classrooms when you bring your child. Completed 
Registration Forms help protect all of the children in 

our care and provide us with 
important information in case 
of an emergency. Forms are 
also available in the Church 
Office and on our website at:   
w w w.s t s tephensucc.ne t /
resources/forms so you can 
save time on Sunday by 
simply giving the teacher the 
completed form. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• March 22 @ 10:30 AM - MS Youth Gathering

• May 17 @ 12:30 PM - MS Youth AmericInn Fun!

CONFIRMATION 
CLASSES
Confirmation Class 
meets next on 
Wednesday, March 11, 
at 7:30 PM; however, 
please join us for Soup 
Supper at 5:00 PM and 
worship at 6:30 PM, 

prior to meeting in the Third Floor Classroom/Youth 
Room at 7:30 for class.

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, February 24, will be:

BBQ Pork Ribs, Baked Beans 
Green Bean Casserole, Cucumber Salad 

Dessert & Beverages

WOULD YOU LIKE GIVING ENVELOPES?
If you haven’t had giving envelopes and would like 
a box, please contact Tina in the office, and she will 
assign you a number and issue you a box of giving 
envelopes for 2020.

Don’t Forget to Use Scrip ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to 
use in place of cash! 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
March 1, 22, 29 

April 5, 12, 19, 26

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

March 15, 22, 29 
April 5, 12, 26

Coffee Hour 
February 23 

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

WELCOME TO 
ST. STEPHENS!

Are you a frequent 
visitor to Saint 
Stephens? Thinking 
of joining? Want to 
get our newsletter 
mailed or emailed 
to you? Looking for 
opportunities to get 

involved or volunteer? Would you like contribution 
envelopes? There are lots of opportunities to meet new 
people and get involved! Join us for any of our upcoming 
events. You are invited and very sincerely welcome! 
If you answered “yes” to any of those first questions, 
call the church office at 715.536.7322 and introduce 
yourself. We’re happy to meet you! And more than that 
... to WELCOME you!

DURING THE WEEK ... PLEASE USE DOOR #1 
(OFFICE DOOR)
Reminder:  During the week, please enter and exit 
through Door #1. Alll other church doors will remain 
locked, unless there is a funeral or other church-
sponsored event. 

Door #6 and Door #3 will be opened from 4:30 PM 
to 6:00 PM on Monday evenings to accommodate our 
guests for Dinner @ Five. Dinner @ Five guests are 
welcome to come earlier if they wish ... simply enter 
through Door #1. 

Doors #1, 3, 4, and 5 will be open on Sundays and 
staffed by Hospitality Corps members to welcome 
members and visitors to worship and Sunday School.

Doors #2 and #7 are For Emergency Exit only. 

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Cliff Williams
Vice President Christopher Stamm
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Cheryl Buck
  Beth Houle
  Chris Stevenson
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Bonnie Koelsch
  Paula McIntyre
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL FOR 2020
Standing, left to right:  Janet Schaefer, Judy Heath, 
Christopher Stamm, Cheryl Buck, Bonnie Koelsch, 
Corey Dornbrack, and Kristine Smith. Seated, left to 
right:  Marge Johnson, Cliff Williams, Paula McIntyre, 
Rev. Lucas Williams, and Chris Stevenson.  

Missing from photo:  Beth Houle and Alexis Slagoski 
(Youth Rep).

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Thursdays
6:00 - 8:00 PM

@ Saint Stephens
DINNER & CHILDCARE 

PROVIDED

Focusing on HEALING from SERVICE-RELATED TRAUMA

REBOOT Combat Recovery is a course--not a support group--
providing practical help for service members, veterans, and 
families dealing with the moral and spiritual woulds and combat 
trauma. You won’t find shortcuts or easy answers, but instead you’ll 
find solutions that last.

STARTING MARCH 5
REGISTER NOW AT:

REBOOTRECOVERY.COM
CONTACT FOR INFO:

Corey Dornbrack

STARTING March 5, 2020

ADDICTION RECOVERY MEETINGS
Did you know we have both Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anonymous meetings held here at Saint 
Stephens? If you or someone you know is looking for a 
meeting, please share the following information:

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets Fridays at 12:00 PM
• Narcotics Anonymous meets Wednesdays  

at 6:30 PM 
Twelve-step programs have had proven success, and 
we want to support recovery. Meetings are held in the 
conference room on the other side of the Kuck Lounge 
kitchenette wall.

WINTER WEATHER & 
CANCELLATIONS
When the pastor and Church Council 
make a decision to cancel worship, for 
the safety of everyone, we will make 

every effort to make that decision and spread the word 
as soon as possible. Cancellation information will be 
shared via the Saint Stephens Facebook page, via email, 
our website, and through WJMT radio and local CBS, 
ABC, and NBC stations (Channel 7, 9, and 12). 

THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23 - Transfiguration - 9:00 AM Worship - 
with Sunday School, and Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION:  Wednesdays at 6:00 PM until Ash Wednesday 

PALM BURNING @ CHURCH WITH POTLUCK IN FELLOWSHIP HALL:  Saturday, February 22:  5:00-8:00 PM 
ASH WEDNESDAY ... LENT BEGINS:  Wednesday, February 26, Worship with Communion  

at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM ... Wednesday worship times change for the duration of Lent 
EASTER BREAKFAST ... Sunday, April 12

TRIVIA NIGHT:  Saturday, April 25 - 5:00 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS

2020 CONTRIBUTION 
ENVELOPES 
If you haven’t yet picked up your 
2020 contribution envelopes, 
please do so as soon as possible. 
They are located on a table near 
the Scrip table and are arranged 
in numerical order. For MOST of 
you, your giving number is the 
same for 2020 as it was in 2019. 

BUT NOT ALL. So please double check your box to 
be sure to select the box with your name on it. Don’t 
find your envelopes? Contact Tina in the church office:  
715.536.7322.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23 - Transfiguration
- Rev. Lucas Williams

Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School;  
Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 

Musician is Darlene Johnson.  
Liturgist is Ian Schuetze. 

Flowers on the altar are sponsored in memory of Henry Kienbaum for his 
February 24 birthday from Julie & Rick Guzinski.  

Radio Ministry is sponsored in honor of Art and Phil Schaefer from 
 the Priaire River Gang. 

Coffee Hour is unsponsored at this time.  
Please consider sponsoring a Coffee Hour! It’s fun & easy!. 

Nursery will be staffed by Sally Woller, Beth Badeau, and Darcy Hopp. 
Ushers scheduled will be George Dintelman, Mark Woller, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 

Dornbrack, Randy Perry, Beth Houle, and Virgil Baumgart. 
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Carl & Kathy Hass, Cliff Williams, Jean & Bob 

Hoeft, Kris Smith, Jennifer Oestreich, and Jennifer Porath.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 
Ash Wednesday 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 10:30 Worship with Communion 
 2:00 Pine Crest Worship 
 6:30 Worship with Communion 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 7:15 Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29 
Happy Leap Year Day!

Annual Palm Burning

Saturday, February 22
@ 5:00 PM

here at Saint Stephens
with Potluck

in Fellowship Hall
to follow

mailto:angela@ststephensucc.net
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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