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Called Together

In my time, I have heard the 
phrase “going into the ministry” 
a good number of times. 

Sometimes others used it to refer 
to my calling toward ordained 
ministry, and other times it came 
from people describing their 
vocation into ordained ministry. 
And I’m sure I said it myself a few 
times too.

Over the last couple of years, the 
meaning of that phrase, “going 
into the ministry,” has changed for 
me. While, yes, it does represent 
those who have heard God’s call 
to become a minister, it also represents so much more than that. It represents all of us, 
no matter what our vocation is, vocation meaning a strong feeling of suitability for a 
particular career or occupation, because we are all in the business of “going into the 
ministry.”

I do think, however, that it is hard for us to think of ministry as anything but the work 
done by pastors. This is because of our own understanding that pastors are the ones 
who “do” ministry, while the rest are those to whom ministry is “done.” But is that 
true? I don’t think so. I believe that we all “do” ministry. Whether we are bankers, 
lawyers, doctors, engineers, teachers, homemakers, stay at home parents, or any 
other vocations, we are all doing ministry.

I believe that we are all going into (or are already in) ministry for a few reasons. The 
Greek word in the New Testament that is translated as “ministry” is diakonia. Diakonia 
is also the word for “service.” This means that we can refer to any of our vocations, 
like waiting tables, as doing ministry, because we are doing a service.

I also think of Ephesians 4:11-12:

“11 He gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers. 12 His purpose was to equip God’s people for the work of serving 
and building up the body of Christ.”

God has equipped each and every one one of us for the work of service or ministry. 
And each one of our ministries looks different based on our God given gifts. My 
particular gifts, for example, have led me into being a pastor, but those same gifts also 
led me to be a factory employee and a carnie. This means we all are either in ministry 
or at some point have gone into the ministry. Or perhaps some of us find we are going 
into the ministry now ... or again.

This Sunday’s text is from the Gospel of Matthew when Jesus asks “follow me.” He 
doesn’t say this to only the fisherman in the story, but it is said to each of us. We are 
all called together! We are all asked to follow Jesus into the ministry!
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With a new year upon us, some of us might find ourselves going into several different ministries throughout the 
year. But, each ministry is the same; Jesus asks all of us each time to follow him.

May you continue to answer Jesus’ call:  “Follow me.”

BREAKING BREAD THANK YOU
Thank you to all of the volunteers who made desserts;  
helped prepare the food, serve it, and clean up afterward 
at the Eagles Club; and who helped in other ways to 
help Saint Stephens host last week’s Breaking Bread 
meal. These meals are an important part of our mission 
within our community. We couldn’t do it without you!

USHERS MEETING
Calling all Ushers! Have you been to an Ushers meeting 
lately? We don’t hold them often, but hope that all of 
you will attend our next Ushers meeting on Tuesday, 
January 21, at 6:30 PM and begin attending meetings. 
With ongoing changes and improvements in church 
security, our funding of some church projects, the raffle, 
and other items to discuss, we want YOU to be involved!

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,) 
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits, 
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the 
hospital. We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

St. Stephens Church,
Thank you very much for the donation of slippers, lotion, 
body wash, and nail polish! We will use these items as 
Bingo prizes. Thanks again!

- Pine Crest Nursing Home

To the wonderful St. Stephens community,
Thank you so much for all you’ve done this season 
for Christmas Spirit. We really appreciate everything - 
all the accommodations in housing us, the donations, 
hosting a tree. Your generosity has allowed us to help 
192 families/464 children in need!

Merry Christmas!
- The Christmas Spirit Team

THANK YOUS ...Benefit Sauerkraut Dinner for the Plautz Family
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

W2604 County Road P, Merrill
Sunday, February 9:  11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Sauerkraut w/pork, Hot Dogs, Potatoes 
Dessert Bars, Beverages

Adults: $8  Children 6-12: $5  Under Age 6:  Free

The Plautz family lost their home to a fire in December. 
Carmen recently passed away from her injuries, and 
Darryl continues to receive many medical treatments 
for his burns. Proceeds will help with medical, travel, 
and daily expenses for the family.

Save your change!  
Our next Noisy Offering will be Sunday, February 2.
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Faith, Hope, and Love ... for a Greater Greener Future
Happy New Year from the Green Team ... or is it? You may have seen some of the news 
about climate change leading up to the holidays, and it’s not been happy. Over the coming 
weeks, we intend to break this down and discuss both the positive and the negative and 
what we plan to do. So let’s started with some positives.  

As Christians, we are people of Faith, Hope, and of Love. If we are willing to take on these 
qualities and work together, then it seems no manmade problem (even climate change) is 
too big for us. Our Green Team understands and believes this … can you? If so, we are 

hoping you’ll continue to do what you can to help address climate change even in the smallest of ways. No effort 
is too small. Turning off the lights, planting a tree, driving less, shorter showers, etc., are things we can all work on. 
At this point, it seems like most of our efforts involve energy conservation, at least until technology catches up and 
can help us. More about technology in the coming weeks ... but since we’re discussing Faith, Hope, and Love in 
this note, maybe it would help to define them in the context of efforts regarding climate change.

At the Christmas Eve service, we heard about Hope. It seems that Hope often involves using our imagination to 
identify a desired outcome. Can we imagine a world where we have the energy we need, but instead of relying 
on fossil fuels, we capture it from the almost limitless energy of the sun? Can we further imagine a world where 
everything we do, from travel, to growing our food, to any waste that we produce, promotes the health and well 
being of all Creation? It’s hard to imagine this situation, because it’s not what our experience has been. But if we 
think for a moment, could the first pioneers have imagined someone could hold a small square box in their hand 
and speak with a person on the other side of the planet? It’s doubtful, but as we know today, almost everyone has 
one of these boxes … it’s called a cell phone.   

How might Love help us in our efforts? Concern for our fellow man and woman surely is part of the answer, but 
may not always be at the forefront of our thinking in our busy lives. It’s probably fair to say that Love usually 
involves some sort of giving. In the case of our work on climate change, we can look at it as giving a little thought 
and effort to conserving energy. Again, things like turning off the lights, wearing a sweater, and turning the heat 
down, or making one trip instead of two. In making these small efforts, we can be confident that we are giving our 
children, grandchildren, and their children a good place to live. 

Our Christian Faith calls on us to Hope and Love. Our church provides direction through it’s various directives and 
resolutions. Recently our church has put out a call to action regarding climate change and identified this as a Kairos 
moment. To learn more about this, you can go to the following web site or check the Green Team bulletin board.   
https://www.ucc.org/a_kairos_call_to_action  

So let’s close on a happy note. Each hour, the sun provides enough energy to meet the needs of our entire planet 
for a year. All we have to do is to determine out how to capture and use that energy. It starts with imagining. 

The Green Team is happy to 
provide you with energy saving, 
and often money saving, tips 
and ideas to reduce, reuse, and 
recycle ... for a cleaner, better, 
more sustainable environment 
... for our future, our world, and 
the world we leave for our kids.

A Great Green Idea
Try using cloth diapers. They 
help the environment and are 
kinder to baby’s skin. If you 
need disposables, choose 
an environmentally friendly 
brand.

KINDERGARTEN PREP
It’s time to start planning for kindergarten ... if your child 
will be 5 years old on or before September 1, 2020. Area 
schools are beginning to host open houses so you can 
explore your options. 

St. Francix Xavier Catholic School, 1708 East 10th Street, 
Merrill, will hold an Open House and Registration on 
Tuesday, January 28, from 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM, or you 
can call 715.536.6083 to schedule a tour for another 
time. Registration for all grades:  3K, 4K, K, and up.

St. John Lutheran School, 1104 East Third Street, Merrill, 
will hold a Kindergarten Open House on Tuesday, 
February 11, at 6:00 PM. Please RSVP if you plan to 
attend. Call the school office at 715.536.7264 or email 
schooloffice@stjohnmerrill.org.
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Hand and Foot

When Jesus entered Peter’s home, he saw his mother-
in-law lying in bed with a fever. He touched her hand, 
and the fever left her, and she got up and began to 
serve him. - Matthew 8:14-15 (NRSV)

I know a family whose children—four strapping 
young men—still live at home. None of them knows 
how to spread peanut butter on bread. When their 
mother was hospitalized for surgery, the most pressing 
question they asked was how soon she’d be allowed 
to come home. They were starving.

Not all men are useless in the kitchen. And, thank 
God, not all men regard the women in their lives 
as indentured servants. So when Jesus heals Peter’s 
mother-in-law, we shouldn’t automatically assume he 
did it just so he and the guys wouldn’t have to cook for themselves.

Still, it wouldn’t surprise me if there was momentary panic when Jesus and his disciples arrived and found her in 
bed. And it wouldn’t surprise me either if Peter’s mother-in-law had gotten up from her bed to serve them even 
if Jesus hadn’t healed her. It might’ve been the last thing she felt like doing, but she wouldn’t have been the first 
mother, or mother-in-law, to ignore her own aches and pains to tend to scraped knees, bruised egos, broken hearts, 
and rumbling tummies.

Be grateful if you’ve been on the receiving end of such selflessness, even as you lose any patience you might still 
have for the bad old idea that certain people were born to serve and others meant to be served, some destined to 
make sandwiches and others to eat them.

Prayer

Don’t let us regard the service others do for us as their duty and our right. Bring in the day when we all serve each 
other equally in freedom, justice, and joy. Amen.

by Mary Luti

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial Fund  
 $20.00 in memory of Eldina Kienbaum from Kathy Case 
 $20.00 in memory of Eldina Kienbaum from Terry Berndt 
 $50.00 in memory of Walter & Daisy Prey from Walter Prey, Jr., and Ronald Prey 
 $10.00 in memory of Walter Berndt on his birthday

Electrical 
 * in memory of Frank Ziemke from Shirley Ziemke 
Radio Ministry 
 $190.00 in memory of Verna Koehler on her January birthday from Richard & Kathryn Vandre 
 $190.00 in loving memory of Eldina Kienbaum for her September 5 birthday from her children

Food For Kids 
 $20.00 in memory of Rodger Hinner, Sr., from Bill & Terri Knorr 
 $100.00 in memory of my husband, Antonio, and my son-in-law, Kevin, who both loved kids from  
  Carol Garcia

* Amount withheld by request.

SPECIAL GIFTS
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events 

& Please note the CHANGES!

• February 2 - Bake Sale Fundraiser after worship

• February 23 @ 5:00 PM - HS Youth Gathering

• March 15 @ 6:45 PM - Movie Night! Meet @ 
Church, then go to Cosmo

• May 17 @ 8:45 AM - HS Youth Lead Worship, 
Bake Sale Fundraiser after worship

• June 21 @ 12:30 PM - HS Youth AmericInn Fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed forms 
are REQUIRED. (Download the form from our website, 
have your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring 
your friend and the completed form along.) 

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is 
available during our 
9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays 
throughout the year. 
Feel free to bring 
your little ones ages 

0 - 3 to the nursery prior to the start of worship where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care for them 
during the service. (Registration form required.)

SUNDAY SCHOOL
ANY child may attend Sunday School. All are welcome. 
However, each child MUST have a completed 
Registration Form before attending. (This is to protect all 

of our children and in case of 
emergency. It’s important for 
the safety of your child!) Forms 
are available in the Church 
Office and on our website at:   
w w w.s t s tephensucc.ne t /
resources/forms or right in the 
classroom. You can complete 
one on the spot and give it to 
the Sunday School teacher.

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• February 8-9 Lock-in beginning at 6:00 PM on 
Saturday, February 8

• March 22 @ 10:30 AM - MS Youth Gathering

• May 17 @ 12:30 PM - MS Youth AmericInn Fun!

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
The Confirmands scheduled to make their Confirmation 
on Sunday, February 2, 2020, will meet on Wednesday, 
January 29, at 7:00 PM. We will meet in the Third Floor 
Classroom/Youth Room.

Confirmation Sunday is February 2, 2020.

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, January 27 will be:

Pizza, Cheesy Bread, Salad 
Dessert & Beverages

Save your change! Our next Noisy Offering 
will be Sunday, February 2.

WOULD YOU LIKE GIVING ENVELOPES?
If you haven’t had giving envelopes and would like a box, 
please contact Tina in the office, and she will assign 
you a number and issue you a box of giving envelopes 
for 2020.

Don’t Forget to Use Scrip ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to 
use in place of cash! 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

January 26 
February 9, 16 

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

March 8, 15, 22, 29 
April 5, 12, 19, 26

Coffee Hour 
January 26 

February 9, 16, 23 
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

WELCOME TO 
ST. STEPHENS!

Are you a frequent 
visitor to Saint 
Stephens? Thinking 
of joining? Want to 
get our newsletter 
mailed or emailed 
to you? Looking for 
opportunities to get 

involved or volunteer? Would you like contribution 
envelopes? There are lots of opportunities to meet new 
people and get involved! Join us for any of our upcoming 
events. You are invited and very sincerely welcome! 
If you answered “yes” to any of those first questions, 
call the church office at 715.536.7322 and introduce 
yourself. We’re happy to meet you! And more than that 
... to WELCOME you!

DURING THE WEEK ... PLEASE USE DOOR #1 
(OFFICE DOOR)
Reminder:  During the week, please enter and exit 
through Door #1. Alll other church doors will remain 
locked, unless there is a funeral or other church-
sponsored event. 

Door #6 and Door #3 will be opened from 4:30 PM 
to 6:00 PM on Monday evenings to accommodate our 
guests for Dinner @ Five. Dinner @ Five guests are 
welcome to come earlier if they wish ... simply enter 
through Door #1. 

Doors #1, 3, 4, and 5 will be open on Sundays and 
staffed by Hospitality Corps members to welcome 
members and visitors to worship and Sunday School.

Doors #2 and #7 are For Emergency Exit only. 

PINE CREST
The January Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, January 23. Members scheduled 
to visit residents to the service are Judy Alft, Leesa Roth, 
and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams will lead 
the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the pianist.

SERVICES AROUND TOWN
Did you know ... that Rev. Lucas conducts worship 
services at Pine Crest, Jenny Towers, and Bell Tower 
each month? Watch the monthly calendar and The 
Interpreter for the dates and times of services. You 
are welcome to join us and the residents and worship 
together! If YOU reside there, definitely join us! If you 
have a family member residing there, please let them 
know we would love to see them join us, too.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Thursdays
6:00 - 8:00 PM

@ Saint Stephens
DINNER & CHILDCARE 

PROVIDED

Focusing on HEALING from SERVICE-RELATED TRAUMA

REBOOT Combat Recovery is a course--not a support group--
providing practical help for service members, veterans, and 
families dealing with the moral and spiritual woulds and combat 
trauma. You won’t find shortcuts or easy answers, but instead you’ll 
find solutions that last.

STARTING MARCH 5
REGISTER NOW AT:

REBOOTRECOVERY.COM
CONTACT FOR INFO:

Corey Dornbrack

STARTING March 5, 2020

ADDICTION RECOVERY MEETINGS
Did you know we have both Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anonymous meetings held here at Saint 
Stephens? If you or someone you know is looking for a 
meeting, please share the following information:

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets Fridays at 12:00 PM
• Narcotics Anonymous meets Wednesdays  

at 6:30 PM 
Twelve-step programs have had proven success, and 
we want to support recovery. Meetings are held in the 
conference room on the other side of the Kuck Lounge 
kitchenette wall.

WINTER WEATHER & 
CANCELLATIONS
When the pastor and Church Council 
make a decision to cancel worship, for 
the safety of everyone, we will make 

every effort to make that decision and spread the word 
as soon as possible. Cancellation information will be 
shared via the Saint Stephens Facebook page, via email, 
our website, and through WJMT radio and local CBS, 
ABC, and NBC stations (Channel 7, 9, and 12). 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

HOPE FOR A HURTING MARRIAGE
Is your marriage in trouble? Before you call it quits, try a 
Retrouvaille Weekend ... a Lifeline for Married Couples. 
For more information, or to register for the next program, 
visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com or call 1-877-922-
HOPE (4673). The next session in our area begins on 
Valentine’s weekend, February 14-16, 2020, at the 
St. Anthony’s Spirituality Center in Marathon. Early 
registration is recommended. 

THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 - Third Sunday After Epiphany - 9:00 AM Worship -  
with Sunday School, and Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION:  Most Wednesdays at 6:00 PM 

CHURCH COUNCIL RETREAT:  Saturday, January 25, from 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY:  February 2 - 9:00 AM 

NOISY OFFERING:  February 2 - 9:00 AM
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION NIGHT:  Saturday, February 15 - 6:00 PM 

ASH WEDNESDAY ... LENT BEGINS:  Wednesday, February 26, Worship with Communion  
at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM ... Wednesday worship times change for the duration of Lent

UPCOMING EVENTS

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.HelpOurMarriage.com
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 - Third Sunday after Epiphany
- Rev. Lucas Williams

Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School; 
Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Special Music.  
Liturgist is Mary Wilson. 

Flowers on the altar are unsponsored at the time of this printing. 
Radio Ministry is sponsored in loving memory of our son, Richard, for his  

January 23 birthday from JoAnn & Ronald Vachavake. 
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 

Nursery will be staffed by Carmen Klug, Beth Badeau, and Bonnie Koelsch. 
Ushers scheduled will be George Dintelman, Mark Woller, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 

Dornbrack, Randy Perry, Beth Houle, and Virgil Baumgart. 
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Carl & Kathy Hass, Cliff Williams, Jean & Bob 

Hoeft, Kris Smith, Jennifer Oestreich, and Jennifer Porath.

MONDAY, JANUARY 27 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 4:30 Worship Committee 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513 
 6:30 Green Team Meeting

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship with Communion 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
 7:00 Confirmation (2020 Confirmands)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

2020 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
If you haven’t yet picked up your 2020 contribution 
envelopes, please do so as soon as possible. They 
are located on a table near the Scrip table and are 
arranged in numerical order. For MOST of you, your 
giving number is the same for 2020 as it was in 
2019. BUT NOT ALL. So please double check your 
box to be sure to select the box with your name on 
it. Don’t find your envelopes? Contact Tina in the 
church office:  715.536.7322.
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