The Interpreter
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4
Rev. Lucas Williams, Associate Minister

T

Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ
No matter who you are or where you are
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Baptized No Matter
Who You Are

his Sunday, January 19, we
are celebrating the baptism
of Jesus. A few weeks ago,
when I began to plan for this
Sunday’s worship, I thought a lot
about our own baptisms. This
made me wonder, what do we
know about baptism in the United
Church of Christ? For starters, we
know that we recognize the Holy
Spirit’s presence at baptism. This
is why we light a candle at the
start of our baptisms here at Saint
Stephens. The candle signifies our
recognition that from the moment we are born, the Spirit is upon us.

We also know that there is usually one, sometimes two or three, who are being
baptized during worship. But did you know that in the United Church of Christ it isn’t
just infants who can be baptized? Children, youth, and adults all can be baptized
at Saint Stephens. I remember last year when we had three people baptized during
worship. We baptized twin infants and their father.
I think it’s also fair to say that there is an understanding that baptism is one of our two
sacraments. Yet, do we know what baptism signifies? The United Church of Christ
book of worship says the following regarding what baptism signifies:
“The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible sign of the grace of God.
Through baptism a person is joined with the universal church, the body of Christ.
In baptism, God works in us the power of forgiveness, the renewal of the spirit,
and the knowledge of the call to be God’s people always.”
In other words, baptism marks our acceptance into the care of the church, the sign
and seal of God’s grace and forgiveness, and the beginning of our Christian faith and
life.
One question I am asked by congregants is if they have to be “re-baptized” because
they were baptized in a different denomination. The simple answer is no. So, why no?
Because the United Church of Christ recognizes the validity of all baptisms.
At this point you might be wondering why I asked the question, what do we know
about baptism in the United Church of Christ? Well, I ask the question not only
because it is the baptism of Jesus this Sunday, but because on Sunday, we will renew
our baptismal vows. This is different than a re-baptism.
In a renewal of baptismal vows, the congregation will reaffirm their beliefs in God,
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit as well as reaffirm our baptismal promises. Then I will
bless the water and, during the singing of I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry, the
congregation will be invited to dip their fingers into the baptismal waters and either
put it on their hand or head or to bless a family member or friend, and you are invited
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
to remember your baptism and be thankful.
I do wonder though, every time we have a baptism at Saint Stephens, do you remember your baptism and give
thanks for it?
Friends, each time we have a baptism at Saint Stephens, remember that God embraces you, no matter who you
are, and brings you into the Church. Through our baptism, we each become important to Saint Stephens, but also
to the wider church. And in return, the church promises to give their love, support, and care for you throughout
your whole life.
May Christ’s baptism be a reminder to us that we are a people with whom God is well pleased. And may the
renewal of our baptismal vows remind us of our baptism and give us something more to be thankful for.

2020 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES
Don’t forget to pick up your 2020 Contribution
envelopes. They are located on a table near the Scrip
table and are arranged in numerical order. For MOST of
you, your giving number is the same for 2020 as it was
in 2019. BUT NOT ALL. So please double check your
box to be sure to select the box with your name on it.
A printed list of names and giving numbers is on the
table, arranged in alphabetical order by your last name.
Use this to find your giving number, if necessary. If you
cannot find your envelopes, or if you need envelopes,
contact Tina in the office.

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING/
PRESENTATION TO CONGREGATION
Sunday, January 19 ~ After Worship
Please plan to stay after worship to vote on the Budget
your Church Council is recommending for 2020.
Remember, we need members of the congregation to
vote! Copies of the 2020 Budget Recommendations are
available to pick up and review in advance. They are in
the church office and in the back of the sanctuary.

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT THANKS!
Thank you to everyone who donated money to purchase
hams/turkeys for the Christmas Spirit meals this year.
Members of Saint Stephens donated a total of $1,070 to
help families have a wonderful Christmas meal.
USHERS MEETING
Calling all Ushers! Have you been to an Ushers meeting
lately? We don’t hold them often, but hope that all of
you will attend our next Ushers meeting on Tuesday,
January 21, at 6:30 PM and begin attending meetings.
With ongoing changes and improvements in church
security, our funding of some church projects, and
other items to discuss, we want YOU to be involved!

Don’t Forget to Use Scrip ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING to
use in place of cash!

Merrill Eagles #584
Pancake Breakfast
to Benefit Jessi Beyer (Medical Expenses)
Sunday, January 19
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Regular & Potato Pancakes
@ Merrill Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street,
Merrill
(Carry-outs available - Call 715.536.7471)
Adults: $8.00 Children 6-10: $4.00
Children 5 and Under: Free
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HOPE FOR A HURTING MARRIAGE
Is your marriage in trouble? Are you arguing all the time?
Do you feel you’ve “fallen out” of love? On the verge of
divorce? Don’t give up yet!
Attend a Retrouvaille Weekend ... a Lifeline for Married
Couples.
Retrouvaille [retro-vi]:
reunion.
The
Retrouvaille program
is a lifeline of hope and
healing for struggling
marriages of all ages ...
even couples who are
separated or divorced
but want to try again.

means rediscovery or joyful
“We were married almost
30 years, and it wasn’t until
Retrouvaille that she called
me her best friend. That just
shows how Retrouvaille
saved our marriage.”
- Tom & Marie, participants
in Central Wisconsin

January 15, 2020
Page 3

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, hospice, etc.,)
please let us know so we can continue to provide visits,
support, and care. Or if you know of someone in the
hospital. We want to be there for you.
- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate
WOULD YOU LIKE GIVING ENVELOPES?
If you haven’t had giving envelopes and would like a box,
please contact Tina in the office, and she will assign
you a number and issue you a box of giving envelopes
for 2020.
Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”
Thursday, January 16
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Menu: Hot Ham Sandwiches, Cheesy Potatoes,
Coleslaw, Dessert & Beverages
Sponsored by: Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
VOLUNTEERS & DESSERTS NEEDED
Saint Stephens will be hosting the “Breaking Bread”
Dinner on January 16, 2020. It will be held at the Eagles
Club from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM.

This
program
is
Christian-based and
In order to have a successful event, we are looking for
has been highly successful in helping couples of all faiths, volunteers to assist in helping prepare the food, serve it,
as well as those who are non-religious, to reawaken clean up afterward, and other duties. If you are unable to
the love, trust, and commitment that originally brought complete tasks like this and would still like to participate,
them together in marriage. It is a three-phase program please consider making a pan of bars, cookies, or cakes
that begins with a weekend experience, followed by (anything sweet) so we can provide a dessert following
post-weekend presentations and monthly small group the meal.
meetings that support growth and friendship. It is
NOT counseling or group therapy. Program costs are There are signup sheets for all of the duties on the kiosk
affordable and no couple is ever turned away because in the Kuck Lounge. Please sign up to help.
Questions? Contact Rich Dabbert (715-536-7702) for
of any financial barrier.
For more information, or to register for the next program, more details.
visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com or call 1-877-922HOPE (4673). The next session in our area begins on
Valentine’s weekend, February 14-16, 2020, at the
St. Anthony’s Spirituality Center in Marathon. Early
registration is recommended.

Thank you!
Food Pantry offerings collected
during December totaled
300 pounds!!
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Skate Expectations

“For all those who exalt themselves will
be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted.” - Luke 14:11
(NRSV)
I love ice skating, gliding gracefully, heartily
healthy in the cold air. You spin, then stop
and lean down to help the little ones who
may be out for the very first time, barely
able to lace up their tiny skates.
My dream skating spot was an Art Deco
hotel in Madison, Wisconsin, where a
Christmastime rink is built right on Lake
Mendota. But instead of being invited to
dance on ice with Santa, I was marshaled
to a moldy counter where they demanded
I hand over my shoes. In exchange, I got
large plastic space boots with swords underneath. Even worse, I believe the boots they were trying to sell me had
been worn before.
Once on the rink, my only stability came from hugging the outside railing while wee children humiliated me by
asking me to move on. I felt justified in encouraging them to skate out to the center so that I could hold fast to the
edge. To my amazement, they did so without difficulty. Clearly, there was something wrong with my equipment. I
decided to reclaim my own shoes forthwith. This was no winter wonderland. It was hell on a lake.
Now, let me clarify one small narrative point. When I said, “I love ice skating,” perhaps it would be more accurate
for me to have said, “I love watching other people skate,” and mostly on a screen from my couch. Once I was back
in my own shoes, and sipping a medicinal brandy from the sidelines, I watched the real skaters’ artistry with new
awe and appreciation.
So much of what people do in life is much harder than it looks.
Prayer
Help me see the hard work behind what looks easy for others and give me more patience with myself when the
work is hard. Amen.
by Lillian Daniel

UPCOMING EVENTS

THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 - Second Sunday After Epiphany - 9:00 AM Worship with Sunday School, and Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);
ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING/PRESENTATION TO CONGREGATION: Sunday, January 19, immediately
following worship - Please stay to vote on our 2020 Proposed Budget
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall
WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION: Most Wednesdays at 6:00 PM
CHURCH COUNCIL RETREAT: Saturday, January 25, from 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY: February 2 - 9:00 AM
NOISY OFFERING: February 2 - 9:00 AM
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION NIGHT: Saturday, February 15 - 6:00 PM
ASH WEDNESDAY ... LENT BEGINS: Wednesday, February 26, with Worship with
Communion at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM
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YOUTH
Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed forms
are REQUIRED. (Download the form from our website,
have your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring
your friend and the completed form along.)
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events
& Please note the CHANGES!
•

February 2 - Bake Sale Fundraiser after worship

•

February 23 @ 5:00 PM - HS Youth Gathering

•

March 15 @ 6:45 PM - Movie Night! Meet @
Church, then go to Cosmo

•

May 17 @ 8:45 AM - HS Youth Lead Worship,
Bake Sale Fundraiser after worship

•

June 21 @ 12:30 PM - HS Youth AmericInn Fun!
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

•

February 8-9 Lock-in beginning at 6:00 PM on
Saturday, February 8

•

March 22 @ 10:30 AM - MS Youth Gathering

•

May 17 @ 12:30 PM - MS Youth AmericInn Fun!
Save your change! Our next Noisy Offering
will be Sunday, February 2.

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM
at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill
(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.
The menu for Monday, January 20 will be:
Roast Chicken
Sweet Potatoes, Fruit Salad
Dessert & Beverages

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Our next Confirmation classes are:
•

Wednesday, January 22, at 7:00 PM (Both classes)

•

Wednesday, January 29, at 7:00 PM
(This one is ONLY for the February 2, 2020,
Confirmands)
We will meet in the Third Floor Classroom/Youth Room.
Confirmation Sunday is February 2, 2020.
Don’t forget: Confirmation projects are now due for
completion on or before January 22, 2020.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
ANY child may attend Sunday School. All are welcome.
However, each child MUST have a completed
Registration Form before attending. (This is to protect all
of our children and in case of
emergency. It’s important for
the safety of your child!) Forms
are available in the Church
Office and on our website at:
w w w. s t s t e p h e n s u c c . n e t /
resources/forms or right in the
classroom. You can complete
one on the spot and give it to
the Sunday School teacher.
NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is
available during our
9:00 AM worship
service on Sundays
throughout the year.
Feel free to bring
your little ones ages
0 - 3 to the nursery prior to the start of worship where
our adult volunteers will be happy to care for them
during the service. (Registration form required.)
2019 GIVING ENVELOPES - BOX #335
Did you have Box #335 of giving envelopes for 2019? If
so, please call Tina in the church office. 715.536.7322.
She needs to update your records so you can get proper
credit for your Christmas giving.
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WELCOME TO
ST. STEPHENS!

Are you a frequent
visitor
to
Saint
Stephens?
Thinking
of joining? Want to
get our newsletter
mailed or emailed
to you? Looking for
opportunities to get
involved or volunteer? Would you like contribution
envelopes? There are lots of opportunities to meet new
people and get involved! Join us for any of our upcoming
events. You are invited and very sincerely welcome!
If you answered “yes” to any of those first questions,
call the church office at 715.536.7322 and introduce
yourself. We’re happy to meet you! And more than that
... to WELCOME you!

January 15, 2020
Page 6

PINE CREST
The January Pine Crest worship service will be held at
2:00 PM on Thursday, January 23. Members scheduled
to visit residents to the service are Judy Alft, Leesa Roth,
and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams will lead
the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the pianist.
SERVICES AROUND TOWN
Did you know ... that Rev. Lucas conducts worship
services at Pine Crest, Jenny Towers, and Bell Tower
each month? Watch the monthly calendar and The
Interpreter for the dates and times of services. You
are welcome to join us and the residents and worship
together! If YOU reside there, definitely join us! If you
have a family member residing there, please let them
know we would love to see them join us, too.

DURING THE WEEK ... PLEASE USE DOOR #1
(OFFICE DOOR)
Reminder: During the week, please enter and exit
through Door #1. Alll other church doors will remain
locked, unless there is a funeral or other churchsponsored event.
Door #6 and Door #3 will be opened from 4:30 PM
to 6:00 PM on Monday evenings to accommodate our
guests for Dinner @ Five. Dinner @ Five guests are
welcome to come earlier if they wish ... simply enter
through Door #1.
Doors #1, 3, 4, and 5 will be open on Sundays and
staffed by Hospitality Corps members to welcome
members and visitors to worship and Sunday School.
Doors #2 and #7 are For Emergency Exit only.
OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES
Flowers
Sign up in Office
January 19, 26
February 9, 16
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Radio Ministry
Call the Office
March 8, 15, 22, 29
April 5, 12, 19, 26
Coffee Hour
January 19, 26
February 9, 16, 23
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

SPECIAL GIFTS
Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.
Memorial Fund
$10.00 in memory of Eldina Kienbaum from Phyllis Reinhardt
NOW!
$20.00 in memory of Donald Karcz from John & Gloria Schenzel
$20.00 in memory of Bob Gruetzmacher from Mike & Glynis Schroeder
$20.00 in memory of Eldina Kienbaum from Gerald & Carol Duwe
Food For Kids
$145.00 in honor of Jim & Wendy Arndt and Mark Bares from the employees at Les & Jim’s Bowling Alley
WINTER WEATHER & CANCELLATIONS
When the pastor and Church Council make a decision
to cancel worship, for the safety of everyone, we will
make every effort to make that decision and spread the
word as soon as possible. Cancellation information will
be shared via the Saint Stephens Facebook page, via
email, our website, and through WJMT radio and local
CBS, ABC, and NBC stations (Channel 7, 9, and 12).
ADDICTION RECOVERY MEETINGS
Did you know we have both Alcoholics Anonymous
and Narcotics Anonymous meetings held here at Saint
Stephens? If you or someone you know is looking for a
meeting, please share the following information:
Alcoholics Anonymous meets Fridays at 12:00 PM
Narcotics Anonymous meets Wednesdays
at 6:30 PM
Twelve-step programs have had proven success, and
we want to support recovery. Meetings are held in the
conference room on the other side of the Kuck Lounge
kitchenette wall.

Thursdays
6:00 - 8:00 PM
@ Saint Stephens
DINNER & CHILDCARE
PROVIDED

•
•

STARTING March 5, 2020

Focusing on HEALING from SERVICE-RELATED TRAUMA

REBOOT Combat Recovery is a course--not a support group-providing practical help for service members, veterans, and
The Green Team is happy to families dealing with the moral and spiritual woulds and combat
provide you with energy saving, trauma. You won’t find shortcuts or easy answers, but instead you’ll
and often money saving, tips find solutions that last.
STARTING MARCH 5
and ideas to reduce, reuse, and
REGISTER NOW AT:
recycle ... for a cleaner, better,
REBOOTRECOVERY.COM
more sustainable environment
... for our future, our world, and
CONTACT FOR INFO:
the world we leave for our kids.
Corey Dornbrack

A Great Green Idea
Opt for a shower.
Baths use about double
the amount of water
vs. taking a shower.
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:
715.575.3191.
Please add this number to the contacts in your
cell phone or keep with your other important or
emergency telephone numbers.

For subscriptions,
removals or changes of
address: 715-536-7322 or
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 - Second Sunday after Epiphany
- Rev. Lucas Williams
Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School;
Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available.
Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Special Music.
Liturgist is Beth Houle.
Flowers on the altar are unsponsored at the time of this printing.
Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of Verna Koehler on her January birthday
from Richard & Kathryn Vandre.
Coffee Hour is sponsored by Paula McIntyre and Leanne Schnabl.
Nursery will be staffed by Jena Brandenburg, Molly Lyon, and Lea Kultgen.
Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom &
Nancy Seidel, Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz.
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Beth Houle, Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly
Wallace, Chris & Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

Plan to Stay After Worship this Sunday for our ...
2020 ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING/
PRESENTATION TO CONGREGATION
We will be reviewing, discussing, and voting on the Annual
Budget your Church Council is recommending for 2020.
Remember, we need members of the congregation to vote!
Copies of the 2020 Budget Recommendations are available
to pick up and review in advance. They are in the church
office and in the back of the sanctuary.

MONDAY, JANUARY 20
Martin Luther King, Jr., Day
9:00 Senior Exercise
5:00 Dinner @ Five
5:00 Aerobics
7:00 Dartball
TUESDAY, JANUARY 21
12:00 Staff Lunch
2:00 Jenny Towers
6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513
6:30 Ushers Meeting
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22
9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)
6:00 Worship with Communion
6:30 Narcotics Anonymous
7:00 Choir Rehearsal Resumes
7:00 Confirmation
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23
9:00 Senior Exercise
2:00 Pine Crest
5:00 Aerobics
6:00 Chime Choir
FRIDAY, JANUARY 24
12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
SATURDAY, JANUARY 25
10:00 - 6:00 Church Council Retreat

