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December 10, 2019Advent Surprises:  Active Joy
It’s hard to believe that we are already 
approaching the third week of Advent. This 
Sunday, we will talk about Joy and the 
surprises that await us this Advent season 
regarding joy. Nothing quite matches the 
joy on someone’s face when they are 
surprised, now does it? And so, I wonder, 
have you ever felt joy over something? Why 
did you feel that joy?

Perhaps it’s better to remember or relive 
that moment in joy. So, I ask you, do you 
remember when you were a kid and the pure joy you felt as you unwrapped gift after 
gift, each one bringing with it a new and sometimes better surprise then the last? 
Maybe you have children or grandchildren that you get to watch express that joy, too. 

I know when I watch my Godson open the Christmas gifts I got for him, there is 
nothing but joy on his face. There are even responses along with the joy, like “Oh 
cool!” or “Wow!” I remember one Christmas when my brothers and I were little, and 
we got a Jeep power wheel! All three of us were overfilled with joy at the awesome 
surprise in front of us. My joy might have still been a little much, because when it was 
my turn to drive it, I drove the power wheel straight into the Christmas tree. Well, at 
least that’s the story I’m sticking to.

But it’s not just on Christmas when we can see, feel, and express joy; it can happen at 
any moment. Maybe the moment you thought of when I asked about feeling joy was 
like that, not related to Christmas. Yet joy can be hard, because it seems it is in short 
supply today. Many of us are feeling overwhelmed with the demands of purchasing 
gifts. Or we may feel conflicted by the need to stop and pause. All of this is to say 
that during this Advent season, we may feel anything but joyful, which is why it’s so 
necessary during Advent. And why, I think, joy is one of the words of Advent.

If we set the struggles and stresses aside, or can look past them, I think we can all 
see the importance of joy in our lives. The more I think about joy, the more I think 
about what the world wants us to think regarding joy. I think the world today wants 
us to think that joy is a spontaneous emotion, that it only happens in spontaneous 
occurrences. Yes, I know that when I say surprise and joy in the same sentence, that 
one is led toward spontaneity. But what if one of the surprises joy has to offer us this 
Advent season is in the fact that joy is more active than just happening here and there? 
Now wouldn’t that be a surprise!

So, how do we actively seek joy? We can actively seek joy with a smile, or by thanking 
someone, perhaps even by singing or laughing. We can do something for someone 
who needs it. How will you actively express joy to others this Advent season?

Keep awake friends ... joy awaits! You never know who will make you joyful and how 
you will express that joy.

Keep awake friends ... surprise awaits!

May God continue to reveal to you new ways  
to be surprised this Advent and Christmas season.
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Call the church office

NEW LOCKS!
The church has undergone a security update ... getting 
new or rekeyed locks for most of the doors throughout 
the church. Please do not try forcing an old key into a 
lock, as it will break off causing the necessity of a costly 
repair. Please turn your old keys in to Pastor Lucas or 
Tina. If you believe you have a legitimate reason to 
get into the church building after normal office hours, 
please contact Tina at 715.536.7322 to see if you are 
on the Council-approved list of people to whom new 
keys will be issued. 

WINTER WEATHER & CANCELLATIONS
When the pastor and Church Council make a decision 
to cancel worship, for the safety of everyone, we will 
make every effort to make that decision and spread the 
word as soon as possible. Cancellation information will 
be shared via the Saint Stephens Facebook page, via 
email, our website, and through WJMT radio and local 
CBS, ABC, and NBC stations (Channel 7, 9, and 12). 

WELCOME 
TIMOTHY 
RUPRECHT

Please join us 
in welcoming 
Timothy “Tim” 
Ruprecht. 

Tim joined the 
Saint Stephens 
staff as our 
new Faciities 
M a n a g e r 
b e g i n n i n g 
last week 
on Monday, 
December 2. 

Perhaps you’ve seen him already working hard around 
the building complex or shoveling snow!  

Tim’s smiling face comes to us with lots of experience 
working for a church, having spent 15 years as the 
custodian at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church here in 
Merrill. 

He was born and raised in Merrill and is married to 
wife, Dawn. Together they are the proud parents of two 
sons, ages 27 and 33, and two grandchildren, a three-
year-old grandson and a six-week-old granddaughter. 
When he is not hanging around churches or enjoying 
his family, Tim enjoys oil painting and doing martial arts, 
which he has been doing since he was 12 years old. 

POINSETTIAS
If you would like to bring a poinsettia to decorate 
the church for the holidays, you are invited to drop it 

off in the office during 
regular office hours. Your 
poinsettia can be in 
memory or in honor of 
someone, and we will 
print those intentions in 
The Interpreter (optional) 
A sign-up sheet for that is 
in the office. If you would 
like your poinsettia back 
after the holiday season, 

please label your plant clearly. Reminder:  The office 
will be closed on December 24, 25, and 26.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR
We hope you are ejoying participating in our new Advent 
outreach ... the “Saint Stephens Reverse Advent Calendar 
... A December to Remember 2019” ... it is so exciting to 
be able to help so many area organizations ... from Pine 
Crest Nursing Home to the Lincoln County Humane 
Society, the Merrill Community Homeless Shelter to 
Food For Kids, HAVEN to the Merrill Community Food 
Pantry, Lincoln Industries to the Nest @ Merrill Senior 
High School, and the Wausau Warming Center/Under 
the Bridge, as well! You can support one of them ... or all 
of them. Purchase one item, or 31, or dozens ... whatever 
you desire ... however much you feel comfortable with. 
Have fun with it!

The November 19, November 26, and December 3 
editions of The Interpreter feature articles explaining 
how this works, and there are additional copies of 
the Reverse Advent Calendar available for pickup at 
church if you didn’t save yours from your November 19 
Interpreter.

SALVATION ARMY 
RINGING THE BELLS
We still need bell 
ringers! The Salvation 
Army Red Kettle 
campaign has begun! 
We still need more 
volunteers to ring the 

bells on behalf of Saint Stephens for a number of shifts 
on Friday, December 13, and Saturday, December 14, 
from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM each day. The sign-up sheet 
is on the kiosk in the lounge, or you can call the office 
to check which shifts are still open and need ringers. 
Sign up is for one-hour shifts and we will be ringing 
the bells outside the Merrill Walmart. Let’s ring some 
bells! Ask your friends to join you. Groups and singers 
welcome. Make it fun and festive! And dress warm!

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 
Merrill Community 
Homeless Shelter

Paper Towels 
Approx. $3.82 per 
4 pack

2
Food For Kids

Juice Boxes 
Approx. $2.22

3
Lincoln County 
Humane Society

Kitty Litter
Approx. $3.88

4
Merrill Community 
Food Pantry

Ramen Noodles
Approx. $1.94 per  
12 pack

5
HAVEN

Shampoo 
Approx. $2.94

6
Pine Crest  
Nursing Home

Lotion
Approx. $3.64

7 
The Nest @ Merrill 
Senior High School

Toothbrush &
Toothpaste
Approx. $4.18

8  
Pine Crest  
Nursing Home
  
Nail Polish
Approx. $1.98

9
Merrill Community 
Homeless Shelter

Antibacterial Wipes
Approx. $5.98 per  
4 pack

10 
Food For Kids

Individual Serving 
Apple Sauce 
Approx. $3.96

11
Lincoln County 
Humane Society

Canned Dog Food
Approx. $6.33 per 
12 pack

12
Merrill Community 
Food Pantry 

Spaghetti O’s 
Approx. $3.62 per
4 pack

13 
HAVEN

Box of Tampons 
Approx. $6.97

14 
Pine Crest  
Nursing Home

Body Wash
Approx. $5.64 per
3 pack

15 
HAVEN

Women’s Socks
Approx. $7.97 per pack 
of 10 pair

16
Lincoln Industries

Boxes of tissues
Approx. $1.00
per box

17 
Merrill Community 
Homeless Shelter

Laundry Detergent
Approx. $2.87

18 
Food For Kids

Individually Wrapped 
Granola Bars
Approx. $2.48/box

19  
Lincoln County 
Humane Society

Canned Cat Food
Approx. $4.05 per
12 pack

20
Merrill Community 
Food Pantry

Cream of Mushroom 
Soup
Approx. $2.50

21
HAVEN

A New or Gently 
Used Toy 
All price ranges!

22      
Pine Crest  
Nursing Home

Slippers (with grippy 
bottoms) 
Approx. $9.98

23  
The Nest @ Merrill 
Senior High School

Deodorant 
Approx. $2.47

24 
Lincoln Industries
     

Hand Sanitizer
Approx. $1.00

25 
Merrill Community 
Homeless Shelter

Garbage Bags 
Approx. $4.73/box

26
Food For Kids

Individual Serving 
Crackers or Cheez-Its
Approx. $2.78

27
Lincoln County 
Humane Society

Bleach - Gallons
Approx. $3.87

28
Merrill Community 
Food Pantry

Spaghetti Sauce
Approx. $4.32

29
Wausau Warming 
Center/Under The 
Bridge

Fruit Cups
Approx. $2.48 for 4
               

30 
Wausau Warming 
Center/Under The 
Bridge

Winter Socks 
Approx. $5.95

31 
Wausau Warming 
Center/Under The 
Bridge  

Snack Pack Pudding 
Approx. $2.48

Saint Stephens REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR
A December to Remember ... 2019

“Giving back,” “Paying it Forward,” and “Helping others” ... whatever you 
want to call it ... giving, in both large and small ways, helps people (or 
animals) in need and warms the heart of the giver at the same time. 
Instead of helping just one or two agencies this year, help us support 
LOTS of important non-profits in our area ... all month long! Help as 
many or as much as you want!

NO WEDNESDAY WORSHIP ON DECEMBER 11
Saint Stephens will not have worship on Wednesday, 
December 11, because the Merrill Community Theater 
is setting up in the sanctuary for their performance, 

“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.”

P l e a s e
 T a k e  

N o t e  . .
.

PINE CREST 
The December Pine Crest worship service will be held 
at 2:00 PM on Thursday, December 12. Members 
scheduled to assist residents to the service are Kathy 
Case and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams will 
lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the 
pianist.

Be a Christmas Blessing ...  
Use Scrip ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to 
use in place of cash! 

Merrill Community Theater presents 
 The Best Christmas Pageant Ever 

in the sanctuary here at Saint Stephens  
Show times are:  Friday, December 13, at 7:00 PM, 

Saturday, December 14, at 7:00 PM, and  
Sunday, December 15, at 2:00 PM.  

Advance tickets are available for purchase at Dave’s 
County Market, Leroy’s Barbershop, First Street Coffee 
Station (both locations), Merrill Enrichment Center, and 

Merrill Chamber of Commerce.

Advance tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for seniors (55+) 
and children 4-17 years old. Kids under 4 are free. 
Tickets are $2 more at the door.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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USHERS RAFFLE TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE
Get yours before or after worship or from one of the ushers!

Drawing will be held Sunday, December 15, after the 9:00 AM worship service. 
Need not be present to win.  

Tickets are $5 each or 4 tickets for $10 or 10 tickets for $20. 
Prizes include a Packer helmet autographed by Marv Fleming, $250 Cash,  

$250 Mobil Gift Card, $200 County Market Gift Card, $150 Mobil Gift Card,  
$100 Ace Hardware Gift Card, and additional cash prizes!

$10 SCRIP CARDS FOR STOCKING STUFFERS!
We have a number of Scrip cards in $10 denominations, 
since they make great stocking stuffers! And some Scrip 
cards are available in $5 denominations, too! Some 
of these are in stock on a regular basis, but many are 
holiday specials, so stock up on them! (You can stash 
them for Easter and birthdays throughout the year, too!)

CONDOLENCES
We extend the condolences of the Christian faith to 
those who passed away during the month of November, 
2019:

Bruce Sprague - November 9, 2019 
Alfred Geiss - November 10, 2019 

Timothy W. Rowe - November 13, 2019 
Carol Jean R. Marquardt - November 18, 2019 

Roger Hinner, Sr. - November 19, 2019

The Interpreter will NOT be 
published during the weeks of 

Christmas and New Year’s. 

FOR SALE THIS WEEK
This week we have the below items available FOR SALE. 
Please call Tina in the church office at 715.536.7322 to 
purchase. FCFS. All purchases must go through Tina to 
avoid confusion. Prices are listed below near image.

Pair of Lamps with 
Shades (See photo on 

left):  $12
(you get both)

Pair of Metal/Fabric Bar 
Stools (cushioned tops) - 
Seat is approx. 29” from 
floor -  (See photo above):  
$35 (you get both)

Pair of Black/Natural 
Wood Bar Stools - Seat is 
apporox. 29” from floor 
- (See photo above):  $35 
(you get both)

Vintage Metal and wood 
school desks (some with 
graffiti) (See photo on 
right):  $15 each 
(Approx. 15 available)

Upcycle - Repurpose - Reinvent - Pinterest!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 - Third Sunday of Advent - 9:00 AM Worship -  
with Sunday School, and Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
USHERS DRAWING at 10:00 after Worship 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING at 10:30 after Worship 
NO WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP:  December 11

WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP:  Most Wednesday evenings at 6:00 PM 
MERRILL COMMUNITY THEATRE PERFORMANCE:  

“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”  December 13, 14, & 15 
BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP:  December 18 

CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT & CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:  December 22 
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP:  December 24 @ 4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 9:00 PM 

OFFICE CLOSED:  December 24, 25, & 26 
LESSONS & CAROLS WORSHIP:  December 29

OFFICE CLOSED:  December 31 & January 1
INSTALLATION OF NEW CHURCH COUNCIL:  January 5, 2020

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY:  February 2, 2020

UPCOMING EVENTS

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Ready...Or Not

“Yes, he is surely coming,” says the Lord Almighty. “But who can 
endure his coming? … He will purify the Levites, the ministers of 
God, refining them like gold or silver.” - Malachi 1:1-3 (TLB)

The woman quickly arranged the poinsettias above the fireplace 
and ran upstairs to get dressed before her guests arrived. She 
and her husband had invited a few close friends to a holiday 
dinner and celebration. The amount of time and energy she’d 
spent preparing food and decorations for such a small group 
seemed inordinate, but she had looked forward to the gathering 
with excitement and she wanted everything be just right.

Shortly after the dinner portion of the event, she received a 
text from her doctor’s assistant, stating that the doctor had not 
approved the increased dosage of pain medication she’d requested. This immediately triggered a panic attack, and 
she had to excuse herself from the party.

After some fifty minutes, when she rejoined her husband and guests, she could see the look of concern on their 
faces. Her husband said to her, “Sweetheart, we all love you, and we’ve all seen how your increasing dependency 
on medication is affecting you. Would you mind if our friends shared their stories and experiences?”

As she listened to her friends talk about what they’d learned about addiction to prescribed medication, she realized 
that her joyous celebration had turned into a much needed intervention…with the food and poinsettias only 
serving as background material.

We all may be ready for the happy celebrations that accompany Advent, but according to Malachi, the coming of 
the Lord is not just about rejoicing, but refinement. Advent is not just a celebratory occasion. Advent is a call for 
self-examination. Are we ready?

Prayer

Lord prepare us for the purging and the purification that must accompany your appearance. Amen.

by Kenneth L. Samuel

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Christmas Spirit
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Christmas Spirit Program ... whether 
you took a tag off the tree and purchased gifts for a child, or donated for a ham, 
or brought in brownie mix. It is because of you, and people like you, that we can 
all join together throughout Lincoln County and support one another during this 
holiday season! Your kindness will warm the hearts of so many families here in our 
community. “Whatever you do for the least of my brothers ...” Merry Christmas!

THE CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING ... 
for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund

“Your help means more to me than you know,” the Rev. Julia Proctor says. 
“I really miss serving a church.” 

“The only reason I retired was my health,” she says. “It’s not the greatest, 
and right now I’m unable to walk.” A graduate of Bangor Theological 
Seminary and ordained in 1989, Julia served primarily small churches in 
Maine and New York. She also served as a Christian Education consultant 
for the Maine Conference for many years, working with churches in the 
Conference, conducting workshops on the national level, and doing 
extensive research on the history of Christian Education. 

Originally from Syracuse, New York, Julia found a second home in Maine and during those years was the single 
parent of two young boys. “Those small churches helped me raise those boys,” she says, with evident gratitude. 

“I loved working in small churches ... I decided I would always serve small churches. They deserve people with 
experience.”

But serving small churches throughout their career is a common reason retired pastors have insufficient retirement 
income, and this is the case for Julia. “I didn’t stop to think about the tiny annuity I would have at the time I made 
the decision to work with small congregations,” she says. But the Pension Boards is really helping me with a 
monthly annuity supplementation. They’ve been very good to me. It is so wonderful to know that I can now buy 
healthy food and not have to go to food banks--and will be able to buy Christmas presents for my grandchildren. 
There were many years when in order to buy Christmas presents, I cut back on food spending.”

Gifts to the Christmas Fund are the source of the pension supplementation Julia and many other retired pastors and 
lay workers receive monthly--and depend upon. “Since I am disabled,” Julia says, “your help with the money you 
are sending means more to me than you know.”

Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of retirees whose low-income annuities make 
it difficult to meet increasing living costs. We hope you will give generously to this year’s Christmas Fund offering.

Our gifts to the Christmas Fund provides us with a means to directly assist those who have so faithfully and 
selflessly served our United Church of Christ. Our gifts will benefit active and retired pastors and lay employees 
and their families with health care, retirement income, and relief from financial and health emergencies in times 
of special need.

You will find a special offering envelope for Christmas Fund offerings in our bulletins and church pews. Please add 
your envelope number and name on your envelope to assist the office staff.

Let us give graciously, in celebration of the many gifts we have received from our church life.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Christmas will be here before we know it ... 
Mark Your Calendars for These OTHER Area 
Events ... in addition to our Saint Stephens 
activities and events for the holidays outlined 
throughout The Interpreter
The Merrill Community Theater presents their first 
production, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, held 
right here at Saint Stephens in the sanctuary. Show 
times are  on Friday, December 13, at 7:00 PM, Saturday, 
December 14, at 7:00 PM, and Sunday, December 15, 
at 2:00 PM. Tickets required. (See page 3)

The Wausau Lyric Choir will perform its 2019 Christmas 
concert -- Musica est Angeli:  Celebrating the Nativity 

-- at First Presbyterian Church, 406 Grant Street, 
downtown Wausau, on Friday, December 13, at 7:30 
PM and Saturday, December 14, at 3:00 PM.

The Merrill Octagon Club and Merrill Youth Hockey will 
sponsor Breakfast with Santa, on December 14, from 
8:00 - 11:00 AM at the Smith Center/MARC. Crafts, too, 
and take your own photos with Santa.

Pine River Fire Department will host their first annual  
Christmas Open House with Santa on Saturday, 
December 14, at the Pine River Fire Department, N1622 
Range Line Road, Merrill, (Town of Pine River) from 1:00 
- 4:00 PM. Bring your cameras & get your photo taken 
with Santa in front of a fire truck!

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 300 Logan Street, 
Merrill, will hold their Annual Choir Concert on 
Saturday, December 14, at 4:00 PM with a reception 
to follow.

You are invited to attend a concert, Christmas with 
Living River, at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 1104 E. 3rd 
Street, on Saturday, December 14, from 5:30 - 7:00 PM.

The following day on Sunday, December 15, St. John’s 
will also host a Festival of Lessons and Carols, from 
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM celebrating God’s gracious plan of 
salvation through scripture readings and song.

Sunday, December 15, the Knights of Columbus will 
have their Breakfast with Santa at St. Francis Church & 
School from 8:00 - 11:00 AM.

St. Paul’s UCC, 426 Washington Street in Wausau, will 
also be hosting a Living River Christmas Concert on 
Saturday, December 21, at 7:00 PM.

Don’t spend Christmas Day alone! St. Paul’s UCC, 426 
Washington Street, Wausau, is sponsoring the 51st 
Annual Community Christmas Dinner on Wednesday, 
December 25, at 12:00 PM. 

More area and community events will be shared as 
information becomes available. And don’t forget all 
about our own awesome calendar of events here at 
Saint Stephens!

CHRISTMAS 
SPIRIT HAMS
Can you 
donate $25.00 
to sponsor 
a ham for a 
C h r i s t m a s 
Spirit family 
this year? 
We are still 

collecting funds to help sponsor the hams ... so 
whether you can contribute a full $25 or just a 
portion of that, your gift would be welcome. 
To contribute toward the hams purchased for 
Christmas Spirit families, simply put $25.00 ... or 
whatever you’d like to contribute to help ... in an 
envelope marked “Christmas Spirit Hams,” along 
with your name and giving number, and drop 
it into the collection plate, mail it in, or drop if 
off in the office when you do your regular giving 
envelope.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SAINT STEPHENS
Candlelight Christmas Eve

    4:00 PM
    7:00 PM
    9:00 PM 

(9:00 PM is a Lay Led Worship  
Service with Communion)

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
Sometimes, for many people, the holidays aren’t 
those happy times Hallmark movies are made of. The 
holidays can be a sad time ... a lonely time ... a time of 
remembering and experiencing loss ... or feeling lost.

Come and find some light in the middle of darkness. Join 
us for a Blue Christmas Worship Service on Wednesday 
evening, December 18, at 6:00 PM. All are invited!

BLUE CHRISTMAS ...

a non-traditional holiday service 
for those who are stressed, 

lonely, or hurting

PLANNING AHEAD FOR 
CHRISTMAS EVE
This year Christmas Eve worship services 
will be held at:  4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 
9:00 PM. There will be no worship 

service on Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25, 
in the morning OR evening.  

CAROLS AND LESSONS
As has become tradition, our Sunday 
after Christmas worship service, which 
falls on Sunday, December 29, this year, 
will be our Carols and Lessons service. 
Plan to come and rejoice in the spirit of 
the season.

CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT & CHILDREN’S 
PROGRAM
Our Choir will give their annual Christmas Concert as a 
part of worship on Sunday, December 22, at 9:00 AM. 
Please join us to enjoy songs of the season to soothe 
your spirit during these hectic pre-holiday days.

This year we will also have a Children’s Christmas 
Program, and we are excited to have the kids be a part of 
our Advent and Christmas preparations and celebration! 
Mark your calendars so you don’t miss this wonderful 
worship just before Christmas. 

Please note:  We anticipate worship on Sunday, 
December 22, with the Choir Concert and Children’s 
Christmas Program, will last until approximately 10:30 
AM. Please plan accordingly and plan to enjoy the joy 
and sounds of the season!

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
DRESS REHEARSAL
The children will have a dress 
rehearsal for their Christmas 
Program on Saturday, 
December 21, from 9:30 to 
10:30 AM. Parents, please 
mark your calendars. Doors 
will be open at 9:00 AM and 
rehearsal begins promptly at 
9:30 AM. 

Please mark your calendar ...

  The Church Office will 

   be closed for the holidays

 as follows: 

          December 24, 25 & 26
          December 31
          January 1

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events 

& Please note the CHANGES!

• December 15 @ 6:00 PM - HS Youth Service 
Project

• December 18 @ 4:00 PM - Deliver Care 
Packages

• January 12 @ 6:30 PM - HS Movie Night - Meet 
at Church; then go to Cosmo together

• February 2 @ 8:30 AM - Bake Sale Fundraiser

• February 23 @ 5:00 PM Game Night!

• March 15 @ 5:00 PM - HS Youth Gathering

• Apri 5 @ 5:00 PM - Movie Night

• May 17 @ 8:30 AM - HS Youth Lead Worship, 
Bake Sale Fundraiser 

• June 21 @ 12:30 PM - HS Youth AmericInn Fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed forms 
are REQUIRED. (Download the form from our website, 
have your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring 
your friend and the completed form along.) 

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship service on Sundays 
throughout the year. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 3 to the nursery 
prior to the start of worship where our adult volunteers will be happy to care 
for them during the service. (Registration form required.)

SUNDAY SCHOOL
ANY child may attend Sunday School. All are welcome. 
However, each child MUST have a completed 
Registration Form before attending. (This is to protect all 

of our children and in case of 
emergency. It’s important for 
the safety of your child!) Forms 
are available in the Church 
Office and on our website at:   
w w w.s t s tephensucc.ne t /
resources/forms or right in the 
classroom. You can complete 
one on the spot and give it to 
the Sunday School teacher.

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• December 15 @ 10:30 AM - MS Youth Service 
Project

• February 8-9 Lock-in beginning at 6:00 PM on 
Saturday, February 8

• March 22 @ 10:30 AM - MS Youth Gathering

• May 17 @ 12:30 PM - MS Youth AmericInn Fun!

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATES ...
The past few weeks we have been busy learning and 
practicing the songs for our Christmas Program that will 
be on Sunday, December 22. We have had a chance 
to still learn about Christ the King Sunday a couple of 
weeks ago and how we are like God’s sheep and He is 
our shepherd. 

This is a reminder of important dates and times, in case 
your little was not able to make it to Sunday School.

Saturday, December 21, we will have a dress rehearsal 
for our Children’s Program ... A Starry, Starry Night. 
Parents and children, please arrive on Saturday, 
December 21, at 9:00 AM when doors open. Rehearsal 
will begin promptly at 9:30 AM. The littles will be 
wearing costumes, or have the option to be a star (not 
a full costume).

Sunday, December 22, please arrive by 8:30 AM to 
prepare for our program and get into costume. We will 
come into church, listen to the Choir, have our program, 
and then go back to our classrooms while parents 
and adults enjoy the rest of the Choir. Please plan 
on the church service being a little longer than usual 
due to the wonderful Choir and Christmas program. 
We are excited! It has been some years since we’ve had 
a Children’s Christmas Program!

REMINDER:  There is NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on 
Sunday, December 29, 2019. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

December 24 
January 5, 12, 19, 26 

February 9, 16, 23

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

March 8, 15, 22, 29 
April 5, 12, 19, 26

Coffee Hour 
December 29 
January 5, 19

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, December 16, will be:

BBQ Chicken, Sweet Potato, Corn, Potato Salad 
Dessert & Beverages

WELCOME TO 
ST. STEPHENS!

Are you a frequent 
visitor to Saint 
Stephens? Thinking 
of joining? Want to 
get our newsletter 
mailed or emailed 
to you? Looking for 
opportunities to get 

involved or volunteer? Would you like contribution 
envelopes? There are lots of opportunities to meet new 
people and get involved! Join us for any of our upcoming 
events. You are invited and very sincerely welcome! 
If you answered “yes” to any of those first questions, 
call the church office at 715.536.7322 and introduce 
yourself. We’re happy to meet you! And more than that 
... to WELCOME you!

DURING THE WEEK ... PLEASE USE DOOR #1 
(OFFICE DOOR)
Reminder:  During the week, please enter and exit 
through Door #1. Alll other church doors will remain 
locked, unless there is a funeral or other church-
sponsored event. 

Door #6 and Door #3 will be opened from 4:30 PM 
to 6:00 PM on Monday evenings to accommodate our 
guests for Dinner @ Five. Dinner @ Five guests are 
welcome to come earlier if they wish ... simply enter 
through Door #1. 

Doors #1, 3, 4, and 5 will be open on Sundays and 
staffed by Hospitality Corps members to welcome 
members and visitors to worship and Sunday School.

Doors #2 and #7 are For Emergency Exit only. The Green Team is happy to 
provide you with energy saving, 
and often money saving, tips 
and ideas to reduce, reuse, and 
recycle ... for a cleaner, better, 
more sustainable environment 
... for our future, our world, and 
the world we leave for our kids.

A Great Green Idea
Turn off the water when 
brushing your teeth. Doing 
so can save five gallons of 
water PER DAY!

PUBLICATION CHANGE
Beginning in January, The Interpreter will return to a 
Wednesday publication and mailing date. This was the 
case in years past and will become the new norm again.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Both the February 2, 2020, Confirmation Class and the Confirmation Class of 2021 
will meet together on Wednesday December 11, from 6:00 - 7:30 PM in the Third 
Floor Classroom/Youth Room. (There will be no worship on Wednesday, December 
11, because the Merrill Community Theater is setting up in the sanctuary for their 
performance, “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.”)

Confirmation Sunday has been moved to February 2, 2020. Confirmation 
projects are now due for completion on or before January 22, 2020.

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial Fund 
 $10.00 in memory of Peggy Trantow from Jeff & Sue Kraft 
 $10.00 in memory of Al Geiss from Mary Schroeder 
 $25.00 in memory of Al Geiss from Paul & Cheryl Proulx 
 $30.00 in memory of Al Geiss from Mike & Jean Ravn 
 $120.00 in memory of Al Geiss from Friends and Family 
 $25.00 in memory of our grandson, Derek Leavitt, from Edward & Carol Leavitt 
 $10.00 in memory of Timothy Rowe from Lois Latzig 
 $10.00 in memory of Carol Marquardt from Kathy Case 
 $20.00 in memory of Carol Jean Marquardt from Sharon Detert 
 $20.00 in memory of Roger Hinner, Sr., from Lois Latzig 
 $100.00 in memory of our parents, Donald & Marion Meyer, for Christmas from Dave & Joy Meyer 
 $100.00 in memory of our parents, Al & Elaine Boettcher, for Christmas from Dave & Joy Meyer

New Boiler Fund 
 $10.00 in memory of Carol Jean Marquardt from Ruth Buck

NOW! 
 $20.00 in memory of Roger Hinner, Sr., from John & Gloria Schenzel 
 $50.00 in memory of Tyler Holbach at Christmas from Gerald & Carol Duwe 
 $20.00 in memory of Dave Larson “for the roof” from Betty Krause 
 $20.00 in memory of Al Geiss from Kristine Smith 
 $100.00 in memory of Al Geiss from Kandy & Stu Kraft

Radio Ministry 
 $190.00 in memory of Ronald Krueger from Shari, Jerad, Mike, Liz, Brian, Missy, and Dennis 
 $190.00 in memory of Cora Will for her birthday from Fred Will & Phyllis Frederick 
 $190.00 in memory of my brother, Vernon Hopp, for his birthday from Phyllis Frederick & Fred Will 
 $190.00 in memory of Cora Will, who passed away May 26, 1994, from Fred Will & Phyllis Frederick 

SPECIAL GIFTS

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, December 19, from 4:30 - 6:00 PM
@ Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Menu:  Good Shepherd’s Pie, Holy Star Salad,
Little Drummer Boy Rolls, Holiday Dessert

Coffee, Milk, and Water

Sponsored by St. Vincent de Paul

GRIEFSHARE PROGRAM ON MONDAYS
Grieving during the holidays is especially painful. If you’ve 
lost a spouse, child, family member, or friend, you’ve 
probably already found there are not many people who 
understand the deep hurt you feel. GriefShare can help. 
A new GriefShare program begins Monday, January 6, 
2020, at 6:00 PM at Trinity Lutheran Church, 107 N. 
State Street, Merrill. Go to www.griefshare.org or call 
715.536.5482 to register. Many grief topics covered.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 - Third Sunday of Advent
- Rev. Lucas Williams

Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School; Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 
Liturgist is Mary Wilson. 

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir. 
Flowers on the altar are in honor of Eliza and Cullen Ayer’s Birthdays. 

Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of my mother, Verna Kamke, from Marge 
& Phil Kamke. 

Nursery will be staffed by Molly Lyon, Jena Brandenburg, and Carmen Klug. 
Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Rathke Family. 

Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & 
Nancy Seidel,  Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz. 

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Beth Houle, Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly 
Wallace, Chris & Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, DECEMBER 16 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:15 Exec Committee (rescheduled) 
 6:00 Church Council (rescheduled) 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Blue Christmas Worship with  
         Communion  
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 REBOOT 
 6:00 Chime Choir 
 6:00 Girl Scout Troop 7074

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 
 9:30 Children’s Program Dress 
         Rehearsal
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

USHER’S CLUB RAFFLE ...
immediately following worship this 
Sunday, December 15, in the Kuck 
Lounge. Cash prizes, gift cards 
to area businesses, and a Packer 
helmet autographed by Marv 
Fleming are our prizes this year. 
And who can’t use more cash at 
Christmas? Contact an usher to buy 
tickets if you haven’t purchased 
yours yet! Don’t miss out! 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING
We’re going Christmas caroling on 
Sunday, December 15, after worship. 
Come help us spread the Christmas 
spirit. Call or stop in at the office to 
sign up! 
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