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MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH LOCK-IN

What happens at a Middle School Youth 
Lock In? See if you can figure it out 
from the photos! In the December 3 

print edition of The Interpreter, we’ll include an 
explanation of each photo along with the photos 
again. Let’s see how good you are at guessing in 
the meantime!

Hint:  The activities involved “Challenges.” “What 
else do you know that involves Challenges?

November 26, 2019

GIVING TUESDAY is DECEMBER 3!

You’ve heard of Black Friday ... where millions of people vie for crazy bargains in 
stores across the country the day after Thanksgiving. 

And probably Cyber Monday ... where the shopping frenzy turns to sweet deals 
when shopping online.

But what about when the madness is over and the dust starts to settle? Well, how 
about Giving Tuesday ... where people reach deep to support charities and non-
profits that are close to their hearts ... just like Saint Stephens is close to your heart. 
This Giving Tuesday, Tuesday, December 3, 2019, why not support Saint Stephens 
with your giving dollars? You can make a one-time or regular donation online, or you 
can give to Saint Stephens simply by TEXTING, or any of those things ... get all the 
juicy details here:  https://www.ststephensucc.net/donate

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Call the church office

Special Gifts from this week and next will be printed in our next print edition on December 3, as this, 
our November 26 edition, is electronic only. 

Thank you for understanding.

SPECIAL GIFTS

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

SALE AND SILENT AUCTION ON HIATUS
The sale of our excess items and silent auction will be 
on hiatus until after Thanksgiving. Tina is out of the 
office this week, and we will not be advertising items in 
the electronic edition of The Interpreter to be published 
on November 26. Watch for updates in the December 
3 edition, but rest assured, we probably still have lots of 
items to sell!

DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS
We will be decorating the sanctuary 
and setting up the Christmas tree on 
Saturday, November 30, beginning 
at 7:00 AM. We’d love for you to 
come and help and get in the spirit 
of the season! No RSVP necessary. 
Just come and pitch in!

NEW LOCKS!
The church has undergone a security update ... getting 
new or rekeyed locks for most of the doors throughout 
the church. If you have keys for the church building, 
they probably no longer work. Please do not try forcing 
a key, as it will break off causing the necessity of a costly 
repair. Please turn your old keys in to Pastor Lucas or 
Tina. 

If you believe you have a legitimate reason to get into 
the church building after normal office hours, please 
contact Tina at 715.536.7322 to see if you are on the 
Council-approved list of people to whom new keys will 
be issued. We have a lot of keys out there now. This has 
become a problem. Everyone who has a key now will 
NOT receive a new key. Those who do receive a key 
will be required to fill out new paperwork.

SIGN UP FOR 
CAROLING
We’ll be going Christmas 
caroling on Sunday, 
December 15, after 
worship, and plan to 
carol at various assisted 
living homes and at the 
homes of some shut-ins. 
Come help us spread 

the Christmas spirit. If you are interested in coming with 
our group, the sign up sheet is in the office. Stop in and 
sign up. If you know of someone we should visit, call 
the office to let us know. 

NO WEDNESDAY WORSHIP ON DECEMBER 11
Saint Stephens will not have worship on Wednesday, 
December 11, because the Merrill Community Theater 
is setting up in the sanctuary for their performance, 

“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.”

SCRIP MADE EASY ... NO PRE-PURCHASE NEEDED
The Scott Voigt family wants to encourage you to 
“BUY LOCAL”  with the SCRIP Program, and there’s 
no pre-purchase necessary. Simply make a purchase 
at Hargrave Appliance Center, VIP Office Products,or 
Merrill RadioShack (Located inside VIP here in Merrill, 
and mention the Scrip program. They will then 
contribute 2% of your purchase directly to the church. 
Purchases must be for $100 or more to qualify and must 
be paid by cash or check at the time of purchase. What 
could be easier? 

Thanks, Voigt family!

#GivingTuesday
December 3, 2019

Donate to Saint Stephens!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE 
YEAR! (Did you sing it??)

We are excited to announce a new initiative that will 
replace our previous donation of the Christmas Eve 
offering to a charity.  This new outreach allows us to 

support multiple organizations in need during the season of 
Advent (plus one week).

We are calling it “Saint Stephens Reverse Advent Calendar … 
A December to Remember 2019”

Take a peek! It’s on the next page.

So how does this work??? We want to make this as easy as 
possible for everyone to get involved. For each day during the 
month of December, the calendar shows the name of a non-profit agency, an item they need, and the estimated 
cost to purchase that item.  You can choose to purchase and donate something for each day, purchase and donate 
more than one of each item, choose to donate only items for just one of the non-profits … it’s all up to you.  Do 
as many or as few as you wish! For example, if the Spirit is moving you to donate just to the Food Pantry, you can 
donate the items listed for just that non-profit.  Whatever you feel comfortable with. Have fun with it!

We are also aware that not everyone is able to get out and about to shop for these items.  If you would like to 
donate, but are unable to shop, you can make your “Shopping List” and get it to the church office with a check for 
the estimated cost before December 15.  We have our High School Youth Group “Secret Shoppers” that will do 
your shopping for you as part of their service project.

You might be asking yourself ... How will these items get to these non-profit organizations?  You can drop off your 
donations at the church whenever it is convenient for you … whether that is weekly on Sundays or once during 
the month.  We will collect the items, sort them, and then deliver them to the appropriate non-profit on behalf 
of Saint Stephens United Church of Christ.  The only thing that we ask is that you ensure all of your donations are 
delivered to us no later than January 5. We will be sorting and preparing items for delivery that day.

The calendar we created gives us the opportunity to help quite a few different organizations in Merrill and the 
surrounding area.  If you know of a charity that we missed, and they would like to be included in our support 
efforts for the future, please have them contact Jennifer Porath at 715.218.2978.  

SALVATION ARMY RINGING THE BELLS
We need bell ringers! The Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign will begin soon! 
We are looking for volunteers to ring the bells on behalf of Saint Stephens on Friday, 
December 13, and Saturday, December 14 from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM each day. Sign 
up is for one-hour shifts and we will be ringing the bells outside the Merrill Walmart. 
A sign-up sheet is on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Let’s ring some bells! P.S. The 
Salvation Army and this Campaign helps Food For Kids! Please sign up and include 
your cell number. Ask your friends to join you! Groups and singers welcome!

Step by Step-Moving Forward Together
The Search Team has been busy in our pursuit of a new senior minister. 
We continue to receive profiles and to compare the strengths of the 
candidates against the needs of Saint Stephens.  There are many steps 
to the process, and we are carefully combing through candidates as 
we take each step. We will keep you updated when we are able to 
make our progress public. Please rest assured that we are diligent in our 
search and are grateful for your patience.

The Search Team

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 - First Sunday of Advent - 9:00 AM Worship with Communion -  
with Sunday School, 7th & 8th Grade Faith Formation, 

and Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery); Also Food Pantry Sunday 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:  Worship at 6:00 PM (most weeks with Communion) 
NO WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP:  December 11 

OFFICE CLOSED:  November 28 & 29 
DECORATING THE SANCTUARY FOR CHRISTMAS:  November 30 

O’TANNENBAUM TOUR:  December 7 & 8 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING:  December 15 

MERRILL COMMUNITY THEATRE PERFORMANCE:  
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”  December 13, 14, & 15 

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP:  December 18 
CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT & CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:  December 22 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP:  December 24 @ 4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 9:00 PM 
OFFICE CLOSED:  December 24 & 25 

LESSONS & CAROLS WORSHIP:  December 29
OFFICE CLOSED:  December 31 & January 1

INSTALLATION OF NEW CHURCH COUNCIL:  January 5, 2020
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY:  February 2, 2020

UPCOMING EVENTS

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
The Truths in Triggers

“Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.” - John 8:32 (NIV)

When my partner and I first brought our dog 
home from the county animal shelter, our dog 
had a difficult time adjusting. She constantly ran 
away from us every chance she got. She was very 
anxious when we tried to get too close to her, 
especially when we tried to pet her lower back. 
If anyone got too close to her back, she’d try to 
nip at them.

The first time she let me pet her lower back, I felt 
a strange indentation. Her wide eyes stared at me 
as I touched what was likely a sign of abuse by a previous owner, and suddenly she and I understood each other.

There are truths in the triggers. When someone hurts you and leaves damage, it’s difficult to trust people who may 
say or do something that reminds you of your past hurts. Even though I wasn’t going to hurt my dog, she didn’t 
know that. She was just getting to know me, and she needed time to make sure me reaching for her back was a 
sign of love and not abuse.

I still watch my dog get a little jumpy when strangers reach for her back, and I also watch her sprawl out on my 
bed when she’s ready for a rub, lower back and all.

The good news is that restorative relationships can heal emotional and spiritual trauma. As we find clarity through 
restoration, it is easier to distinguish sources of present danger from the residue of past pains.

Prayer

Help me to find the truth in my triggers so that I may keep tending my pain in the path to liberation. Amen.

by Marchaé Grair

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

December 24 
January 5, 12, 19, 26 

February 9, 16, 23

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
April 5, 12, 19, 26

Coffee Hour 
December 1, 8, 29 

January 5, 19

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, December 2, will be:

Pizza, Cheesy Bread, Mac & Cheese, Hot Veggie, Salad 
Dessert & Beverages

WELCOME TO 
ST. STEPHENS!

Are you a frequent 
visitor to Saint 
Stephens? Thinking of 
joining? Want to get our 
newsletter mailed or 
emailed to you? Looking 
for opportunities to get 
involved or volunteer? 
Would you like 
contribution envelopes? There are lots of opportunities 
to meet new people and get involved! Join us for any of 
our upcoming events. You are invited and very sincerely 
welcome! If you answered “yes” to any of those first 
questions, call the church office at 715.536.7322 and 
introduce yourself. We’re happy to meet you!

DURING THE WEEK ... PLEASE USE DOOR #1 
(OFFICE DOOR)
Have you noticed that all of the church doors have been 
numbered? This is a small step in helping to secure our 
building for the safety of all who work here and spend 
time in our space for any reason. During the week, we 
ask that you enter through Door #1. Alll other church 
doors will be and should remain locked, unless there is 
a funeral or other church-sponsored event. 

The door nearest the kitchen on the West side of the 
building (Door #6) and the door by elevator (Door #3) 
will be opened from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM on Monday 
evenings to accommodate our guests for Dinner @ Five. 
Dinner @ Five guests are welcome to come earlier if 
they wish ... simply enter through Door #1. 

Doors #1, 3, 4, and 5 will be open on Sundays and 
staffed by Hospitality Corps members to welcome 
members and visitors to worship and Sunday School.

Doors #2 and #7 have been designated as For Emergency 
Exit only. 

The Green Team is happy to 
provide you with energy saving, 
and often money saving, tips 
and ideas to reduce, reuse, and 
recycle ... for a cleaner, better, 
more sustainable environment 
... for our future, our world, and 
the world we leave for our kids.

A Great Green Idea 
Personalize gift wrapping. 
Gift wrap is a major waste 
of paper and resource. Re-
use gift wrap, bows, and 
tags.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events 

& Please note the CHANGES!

• December 15 @ 6:00 PM - HS Youth Service 
Project

• December 18 @ 4:00 PM - Deliver Care 
Packages

• January 12 @ 6:30 PM - HS Movie Night - Meet 
at Church; then go to Cosmo together

• February 2 @ 8:30 AM - Bake Sale Fundraiser

• February 23 @ 5:00 PM Game Night!

• March 15 @ 5:00 PM - HS Youth Gathering

• Apri 5 @ 5:00 PM - Movie Night

• May 17 @ 8:30 AM - HS Youth Lead Worship, 
Bake Sale Fundraiser 

• June 21 @ 12:30 PM - HS Youth AmericInn Fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed forms 
are REQUIRED. (Download the form from our website, 
have your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring 
your friend and the completed form along.) 

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is 
available during our 
9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays 
throughout the year. Feel free to bring your little ones 
ages 0 - 3 to the nursery prior to the start of worship 
where our adult volunteers will be happy to care for 
them during the service. 

Please complete and return Sunday School 
Registration Forms ASAP ...

Available in the Church 
Office and on our website at:   
www.ststephensucc.net/
resources/forms

ANY child may attend Sunday 
School or Nursery; HOWEVER, 
each child MUST have a 
completed Registration Form 
before attending. This is to 
protect all of our children 
and in case of emergency. It’s 
important for the safety of your 
child!

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• December 15 @ 10:30 AM - MS Youth Service 
Project

• February 8-9 Lock-in beginning at 6:00 PM on 
Saturday, February 8

• March 22 @ 10:30 AM - MS Youth Gathering

• May 17 @ 12:30 PM - MS Youth AmericInn Fun!

CONFIRMATION 
CLASSES
Both the February 2, 
2020, Confirmation 
Class and the 
Confirmation Class of 
2021 will meet together 
on Wednesday 

December 11, from 6:00 - 7:30 PM in the Third Floor 
Classroom/Youth Room. (There will be no worship 
on Wednesday, December 11, because the Merrill 
Community Theater is setting up in the sanctuary for 
their performance, “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.”)

Confirmation Sunday has been moved to February 2, 
2020. Confirmation projects are now due for completion 
on or before January 22, 2020.

This Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday! 
Please bring your donations along 

with you to worship ... don’t forget to 
use your blue Saint Stephens bags!!

THANK YOU PINE RIDGE MOBIL!
Pine Ridge Mobil is offering us an extra 1% on Scrip 
purchases for Pine Ridge Mobil (which also work at 
Arby’s, A&W, AmericInn, and BP in Merrill/Wausau) 
through the holiday season. That brings their Scrip 
discount to 5%. Thanks, Pine Ridge Mobil!

#GivingTuesday
December 3, 2019

Donate to Saint Stephens!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/resources/forms
http://www.ststephensucc.net/resources/forms


November 26, 2019
Page 8THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Christmas Spirit
Santa’s Helpers Needed!!

The Christmas Spirit Giving Tree has now been placed near the Second Street 
entry to the church by the coffee pot - not far from the Scrip table and the coat 
closet.

Can you put on your Santa Elf hat this week, stop by the church when you are 
about town, select a tag (and sign it out on the Gift Registration sheet near the 
tree), and shop for a special gift to bring joy and love to a child this Christmas? 
Remember that you will be the ONLY source of gifts for the child on your tag 
this Christmas. We recently added more tags! The program is still accepting 
applications, so more tags will be added to the tree as we receive them.

Return the gifts, UNWRAPPED – in a gift bag or shopping bag with handles, 
along with the ORIGINAL GIFT TAG, to the church office no later than Sunday, 
December 8, for check in and distribution to the children in time for Christmas.

If you aren’t able to shop for a child, you can also send donations (SCRIP cards for
Walmart would be great!) so we can purchase needed gifts.
Mail to:          Christmas Spirit
                      PO Box 912
                      Merrill, WI  54452

Thank you for choosing to participate in the Christmas Spirit Program! It is because 
of you, and people like you, that we can all join together throughout Lincoln 
County and support one another during this holiday season!

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT MEALS
Can you donate $25.00 to sponsor a ham for a Christmas Spirit family this 
year? Could you donate a box or package of brownie mix? 

We would like to raise the funds to help give Christmas Spirit families a 
traditional Christmas dinner! Other area churches and organizations are 
collecting other items to round out the dinner (like potates, veggies, stuffing 
mix, and more). 

Here at Saint Stephens, we’d like to provide the funds for the hams AND 
actual boxes or packages of brownie mix. 

To help sponsor a ham, simply put $25.00 ... or whatever you’d like to contribute to help ... in an envelope marked 
“Christmas Spirit Hams,” along with your name and giving number, and drop it into the collection plate, mail it in, 
or drop if off in the office when you do your regular giving envelope.

To help with the brownies, pick up some boxes or packages of brownie mix the next time you’re 
shopping. Then drop them off in Tina’s office where we’ll be collecting them or put them in the 
labeled basket near the coffee area and Christmas spirit tree.

You never know what other families are going through, and as the holidays approach, the stress of 
trying to make things “nice” for their family’s holiday can be a real issue. So thank you for helping 
make someone else’s family Christmas extra special. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Christmas will be here before we know it ... 
Mark Your Calendars for These OTHER Area 
Events ... in addition to our Saint Stephens 
activities and events for the holidays outlined 
throughout The Interpreter
The Merrill Historical Society will host a Holiday 
Musicale on Sunday, December 1, at 4:00 PM at the 
Merrill History and Culture Center, 100 E Third Street, 
in Merrill, featuring Jim Bjorklund, vocalist; Merrill 
High School’s Vocal Jayz; Paul Waid and Andy Ament, 
vocalist; Marlene Graap, organist; and Mary Ament, 
harpist. Light refreshments will be served. While there 
is no charge, reservations are requested as seating is 
limited. Please call 715-536-5652 to reserve your seat.

 Friday, December 6, is St. Nicholas Day! (Some 
families hang their stockings the evening before and are 
surprised with stockings full of toys and treasures on the 
morning of the Feast of St. Nicholas!)

On Saturday, December 7, start off your day with the 
O’Tannenbaum Tour here at Saint Stephens UCC from 
10:00 AM - 7:00 PM (details on next page). 

Check out the Pine Crest Craft/Vendor Fair & Bake 
Sale on December 7 from 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM.

Merrill will ring in the Christmas season Saturday, 
December 7 with a Christmas Parade at 5:00 PM.

Immediately following the Christmas Parade, Bell Tower 
Residence, 1500 O’Day Street, invites you to come and 
enjoy the bright decorations and lights and get into the 
holiday spirit with their annual Park Manor Luminaria 
display, hayrides, and refreshments in Assisi Hall.

Trinity Lutheran Church on the corner of Main Street 
and State Street will hold their Live Nativity, Soup 
Supper and Candy, Cookie, Bread Sale on December 7 
from 4:00-7:00 PM.

And don’t forget the O’Tannenbaum Tour continues 
here at Saint Stephens Sunday, December 8, from 
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM. (See details on next page.)

The Wausau Lyric Choir will perform its 2019 Christmas 
concert -- Musica est Angeli:  Celebrating the Nativity 

-- at First Presbyterian Church, 406 Grant Street, 
downtown Wausau, on Friday, December 13, at 7:30 
PM and Saturday, December 14, at 3:00 PM.

The Merrill Octagon Club and Merrill Youth Hockey will 
sponsor Breakfast with Santa, on December 14, from 
8:00 - 11:00 AM at the Smith Center/MARC. Crafts, too, 
and take your own photos with Santa.

Pine River Fire Department will host their first annual  
Christmas Open House with Santa on Saturday, 
December 14, at the Pine River Fire Department, 
N1622 Range Line Road, Merrill, (Town of Pine River) 
from 1:00 - 4:00 PM. Bring your cameras & get your 
photo taken with Santa in front of a fire truck!

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 300 Logan Street, 
Merrill, will hold their Annual Choir Concert on 
Saturday, December 14, at 4:00 PM with a reception 
to follow.

You are invited to attend a concert, Christmas with 
Living River, at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 1104 E. 3rd 
Street, on Saturday, December 14, from 5:30 - 7:00 PM.

The following day on Sunday, December 15, St. John’s 
will also host a Festival of Lessons and Carols, from 
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM celebrating God’s gracious plan of 
salvation through scripture readings and song.

Sunday, December 15, the Knights of Columbus will 
have their Breakfast with Santa at St. Francis Church & 
School from 8:00 - 11:00 AM.

More area and community events will be shared as 
information becomes available. And don’t forget all 
about our own awesome calendar of events here at 
Saint Stephens!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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USHERS RAFFLE TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE
Get yours before or after worship or from one of the ushers!

Drawing will be held Sunday, December 15, after the 9:00 AM worship service. 
Need not be present to win.  

Tickets are $5 each or 4 tickets for $10 or 10 tickets for $20. 
Prizes include a Packer helmet autographed by Marv Fleming, $250 Cash,  

$250 Mobil Gift Card, $200 County Market Gift Card, $150 Mobil Gift Card,  
$100 Ace Hardware Gift Card, and additional cash prizes!

Going Black Friday shopping? Stock up on Scrip now! 
Using Scrip for Black Friday shopping (and on all your 
shopping) will earn the church some 
sweet dividends while you save big bucks! 
Shop for Scrip on Sunday or in the office 
during the week. 

Don’t be a Turkey! Use Scrip ..

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to use 
in place of cash! 

$10 SCRIP CARDS FOR STOCKING STUFFERS!
We have a growing number of Scrip cards in $10 
denominations, as well, since they make great stocking 
stuffers! But most of these $10 Scrip cards are available 
for a limited time only. We currently have the following 
$10.00 cards in stock on a regular basis:  Arby’s, Dairy 
Queen, Hardees, McDonalds, Los Mezcales, Pizza Hut, 
Subway, Taco Bell, and Bath & Body Works.  

We also have $5.00 cards for:  Chips, Hugos Pizza, 
Cosmo Theater (Cosmo also comes in $8.00 increments).  
In addition to those, this week we have a limited number 
of $10 Scrip cards for:  Buffalo Wild Wings, Starbucks, 
Walmart, and Amazon.

O’Tannenbaum Tour 2019

Saturday, December 7:  10 AM - 7 PM
Sunday, December 8:  10 AM - 3 PM

at  
St. Stephens United Church of Christ

Admission:
Adults (12 and up) $3
Children 6-11 $1
Age 5 and Under FREE

Proceeds benefit  
community programs 
in and around Merrill.

CHOIR REMINDER
Don’t forget ... The Choir will meet at 8:15 AM this 
Sunday, December 1, before the 9:00 AM worship 
service.

PINE CREST 
The December Pine Crest worship service will be held 
at 2:00 PM on Thursday, December 12. Members 
scheduled to assist residents to the service are Kathy 
Case and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams will 
lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the 
pianist.

FREE MOVIE FOR VETS & THEIR FAMILIES
Little Lakes Memories and the VFW Auxiliary are 
sponsoring a FREE showing of Frozen II at The Cosmo 
Theatre in Merrill for veterans and their families on 
November 30, at 1:00 PM. If you’re a vet, take your 
kids or grandkids to see the new movie viewers are 
saying is even better than the first one! Lots to do before 
Christmas? Just “let it go!” and go to the movies!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

SAINT STEPHENS
Candlelight Christmas Eve

    4:00 PM
    7:00 PM
    9:00 PM 

(9:00 PM is a Lay Led Worship Service)

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
Sometimes, for many people, the holidays aren’t 
those happy times Hallmark movies are made of. The 
holidays can be a sad time ... a lonely time ... a time of 
remembering and experiencing loss ... or feeling lost.

Come and find some light in the middle of darkness. Join 
us for a Blue Christmas Worship Service on Wednesday 
evening, December 18, at 6:00 PM. All are invited!

BLUE CHRISTMAS ...

a non-traditional holiday service 
for those who are stressed, 

lonely, or hurting

PLANNING AHEAD FOR 
CHRISTMAS EVE
This year Christmas Eve worship services 
will be held at:  4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 
9:00 PM. There will be no worship 

service on Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25, 
in the morning OR evening.  

CAROLS AND LESSONS
As has become tradition, our Sunday 
after Christmas worship service, which 
falls on Sunday, December 29, this year, 
will be our Carols and Lessons service. 
Plan to come and rejoice in the spirit of 
the season.

CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT & CHILDREN’S 
PROGRAM
Our Choir will give their annual Christmas Concert as a 
part of worship on Sunday, December 22, at 9:00 AM. 
Please join us to enjoy songs of the season to soothe 
your spirit during these hectic pre-holiday days.

This year we will also have a Children’s Christmas 
Program, and we are excited to have the kids be a part of 
our Advent and Christmas preparations and celebration! 
Mark your calendars so you don’t miss this wonderful 
worship just before Christmas. 

Please note:  We anticipate worship on Sunday, 
December 22, with the Choir Concert and Children’s 
Christmas Program, will last until approximately 10:30 
AM. Please plan accordingly and plan to enjoy the joy 
and sounds of the season!

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
DRESS REHEARSAL
The children will have a dress 
rehearsal for their Christmas 
Program on Saturday, 
December 21, from 9:30 to 
10:30 AM. Parents, please 
mark your calendars.

GOOD SAMARITAN VOLUNTEERS TREE OF LOVE
Help decorate the 31st annual TREE OF LOVE at 
Good Samaritan Hospital in Merrill. The tree will be 
adorned with stars, ribbons, and handwritten cards in 
memory of a loved one or in honor of an individual, 
group, business, or special occasion. For a donation of 
$5, a ribbon and handwritten card will be placed on the 
tree. A $25 donation is for an organization, group, or 
business. All proceeds stay right here in Merrill to fund 
special projects at Good Samaritan. Please make checks 
payable to GSH Volunteers and send donations and print 
names exactly as you would like them to appear on the 
card. Mail to:  GSH Volunteers, Attn: Tree of Love, 601 
S Center Ave, Merrill, WI 54452.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 - First Sunday of Advent
- Rev. Lucas Williams

Worship with Communion at 9:00 AM with Sunday School; 7th & 8th Grade 
Faith Formation (3rd floor); Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 

Liturgist is Mary Stamm. 
Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir. 

Flowers on the altar are in in honor of Liam Oestreich’s 1st birthday  
from parents, Brian & Jennifer Oestreich. 

Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of Cora Will for her birthday  
from Fred Will & Phyllis Frederick. 

Coffee Hour is unsponsored as of this printing. 
Nursery will be staffed. 

Ushers scheduled will be Les & Pearl Sabatke, Arlo Berndt, Dennis Woller, Darryl 
Frick, Greg Heath, Michael Schroeder, Jeff Forster, and Cliff Williams. 

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kevin Golisch, Dave & Sue Pyan, Kent & 
Wendy Reinhardt, Marcus Reinhardt, Matthew Reinhardt, Luke & Jess Golisch, 

Ryan Golisch, Kayla Schulz, Jodi Golisch, Justin Pyan, and Hope Golisch.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, DECEMBER 2 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Church & Ministry 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 6:00 Property Team Meeting 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4 
O’Tannenbaum Setup Begins 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 REBOOT 
 6:00 Chime Choir

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 
 10:00 Girl Scout Troop 7426 
 10:00 O’Tannenbaum

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 
 10:00 O’Tannenbaum
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

The Church Office will be Closed
November 28 & 29 

in celebration of Thanksgiving

We at Saint Stephens wish each of you a  
blessed Thanksgiving  

filled with faith, hope, and love ... and above all,  
Thanks ... to the One from whom all blessings flow!

mailto:angela@ststephensucc.net
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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