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A Righteous Oak

After my reflection “Oaks of Righteousness” on September 8, I was emailing 
with a congregant, and at the bottom of his email as part of his signature he 
had this phrase:  “A not so righteous oak.” I didn’t really think much about it 

at first, but that phrase has come back into my mind a few times since I read it. The 
question I have asked myself is, “Why did this congregant think he wasn’t a righteous 
oak?”

Perhaps it comes from our understanding of the word righteous. The Bible says a lot 
about being righteous, and it seems much of it has to do with the people of God 
pursuing it. Yet, I wonder ... what if it’s not about pursuing it, but about expressing 
it outwardly? I believe we all already have within us the capacity and ability to be 
righteous; it’s how we use it. Again, I don’t mean our outward appearance, but I 
mean having a spirit-filled change so much so that we listen and do what the spirit is 
telling us.

Let me ask you this, “Do you see yourself as ... do you consider yourself ... a person 
who tries to do good and be good? I think yes, we all do. But, what’s interesting is, 
we confuse the definition of being righteous.

Let me put it this way, when you read that question, did you translate good to mean 
what you thought was right? That’s twisting the question, because what’s right to me 
might not be right to you, but what’s good or what doing good means to me has a 
better chance of being good to you, too. Here’s an example. If I modify my behavior 
to stop using certain language, am I doing what is good, or am I doing what I think is 
right? It’s a very fine line, and most often what we think is right actually is more like 
being self-righteous then it is being righteous, because the real motivation wasn’t out 
of conviction from the Holy Spirit. 

If we are self-righteous, we have more certainty, and it is accompanied by indignation 
and complacency, because we feel we are totally correct or morally superior to 
others. Yet if we are righteous, our lives are more about having wonder instead of 
certainty, and what we do for others comes before being better than others. If we 
really truthfully live out of being righteous, we will want to do good things. 
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WHO SAYS JESUS CAN’T GO 
TO SCHOOL?
Flat Jesus went back to school 
with some of our congregation’s 
kids! He might be keeping it 
on the down low, but there’s 
just no stopping him. Jesus is 
everywhere!!

Did you know that righteous is also charity and/or justice? This is why I’m led to believe that being righteous isn’t 
about pursuing it, but about how we express it toward others or how we enact what is good. Friends, if we let the 
righteous we embody encompass charity and justice, we will begin to look at the people around us and see the 
image of God in each and every one of them. And because we are righteous, we will love them for who they are 
and we will treat them lovingly.

So, I do not think the congregant is a “not so righteous oak.” Instead, I believe he is an “Oak of Righteousness.” 
Sisters and brothers, being a righteous oak is about how we use the gift of being righteous to help God’s people 
and do some good in the world. Together, let’s start doing it!!

May God bless you, and may the spirit move within you in such a way that it awakens righteous action.

(Continued from page 1)

RADIO STUFF ...

• Did You Know? ... When the radio is unsponsored, 
that expense must be paid for out of the church’s 
General Fund. Please consider sponsoring our 
Radio Ministry. You can sponsor an entire broadcast 
(and do so in honor or in memory of someone, if 
you wish) for $190.00. But you can also contribute 
a smaller amount that will be used to help defray 
the cost of those unsponsored Sunday broadcasts.

• The October 20 worship service will NOT be 
broadcast on the radio for reasons of confidentiality. 
We hope you can join us in person for worship. 
October 20 is also our Annual Meeting Sunday, so 
plan to be at church a bit longer than usual! And 
stay for the 10:30 AM Sunday Brunch!

• Our radio ministry is listened to in homes and 
nursing homes, and not just by our church 
members! Our Radio Ministry is a great outreach!

LISTENING TO OUR WORSHIP ON THE RADIO?
Tune your dial to 96.3 FM WJMT at 9:00 AM each 
Sunday for the best reception. It’s the same broadcast 
as on the AM station, 
but much better 
sound quality!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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WE NEED LANDSCAPING VOLUNTEERS!
Do you like to dig, cut, trim, snip, mow, and weed? 
We’re looking for some volunteers for a landscaping 
project. This will involve digging 
up some bushes, trimming 
bushes, a little pruning, and a bit 
of weeding.  If that sounds like 
a great way to spend an autumn 
day, please call Tina in the office:  
715.536.7322.

SPONSOR AN AUTUMN COFFEE HOUR
As we begin our new program year, we want to 
reinvigorate our after worship coffee hour! Can you 
help? Your family (or a few families) can sign up to 
sponsor a coffee hour. 

What does that entail? Making the coffee (the instructions 
are on the side of the fridge in the lounge). Bringing in 
some delicious treats to share. Serving in the lounge. 
And clean up afterward. Easy and fun! And if you love 
to bake, this is a great hospitality ministry!

Sign up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. 

THANK YOU, BAKERS!
Thank you to everyone who 
brought in delicious baked goods 
for the High School Youth Group 
Bake Sale last Sunday! And thank 
you to everyone who purchased 
and ate those delicious baked 
goods! We had a very successful 
fundraiser, raising $343 for future 
activities and projects!

COLLEGE BOUND?
Are you going off to college? Email us with your college 
mailing address, email address, and telephone number 
so we can stay in touch! We’ll be sure you get The 
Interpreter (probably by email) ... you never know ... 
Some day you might just find little surprises await you 
from your Saint Stephens community! Send college 
contact info to:  tina@ststephensucc.net

GROWN CHILDREN -  
MOVED AWAY?
Has your son or daughter moved 
away from home, but you still get 
their church mail at your address? 
Ask them to email us with their 
current address, email, and phone 
number. We’ll set them up in 
their own “household.” in our 
system. Send updates to:  tina@
ststephensucc.net

Come & See Pommersche Danz Grupp ... the 
Pomeranian Dancers ... at this year’s Oktoberfest! 

Performing German folk dances in authentic costumes! 
Eat German potato salad, soft pretzels, and bratwurst, 
drink beer, and polka to the music of The Jim Pekol 

Band and The Dan Gruetzmacher Orchestra.  
Bring the entire family! Invite your friends!

It’s open to the entire community.  
With games, music, and food, it’s sure to be fun ... 

It’s our 2nd Annual Oktoberfest 
sponsored by Saint Stephens 

United Church of Christ
Saturday, September 28

2:00 - 9:00 PM
@ Normal Park in Merrill

Annual Meeting will be held on  
Sunday, October 20

 ... So plan to stay at church a bit longer than usual. 
Between worship and Annual Meeting, we usually 

wrap up around 10:30. And this year, we’ve added an 
extra incentive for sticking around ... 

Sunday Brunch @ 10:30 AM  
in the Fellowship Hall

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
A Long Defeat

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.” That is why, for 
Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses... For when I am 
weak, I am strong. - 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (NIV)

Often the work of justice seems like pushing the same 
boulder up the same hill. An air of futility haunts 
everything we do. As James Farmer said of his work in 
Haiti, we’re fighting “a long defeat.”

Yes, the moral arc of the universe bends towards 
justice. But all gains are fragile and reversible. The vast, 
tenacious mystery of evil won’t yield to us politely just 
because we’re right and good. Our power and virtue 
are limited.

Acknowledging this isn’t pessimism. The long defeat 
isn’t defeatism. It’s the necessary foundation for ministry 
that is truly God’s.

For unless we know our weakness and futility, we start 
believing that the world’s betterment hinges on us, that 
we are savior and heroes. Unless we accept our inability, 
even our most principled efforts become just one more 
arrogant attempt to force a vision on the world. Unless 
we relinquish the solace of outcomes, when we see 
trifling results, the work turns bitter and leaves us soul-
fatigued and bitter, too.

But in embracing a long defeat, we find what John Shea 
calls “the long courage” to fight another day, and another, 
anyway. For when you really know that you can’t win, 
you really start believing that Love can.

Prayer

“… Give me, Broken Lord, the long courage 
for compromised truths, small justices, partial peaces.
Keep my soul in my teeth, hold me in hope, and 
teach me to fight
the way farmers with hoes defeat armies
and rolled up manuscripts survive wars.”

(John Shea, “Prayer for the Long Haul,” 
 The Hour of the Unexpected)

Amen

by Mary Luti

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
October 6, 13, 20 

November 3, 10, 17, 24 
December 1, 15

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
October 6, 27 

November 3, 10 
December 8, 22, 29

Coffee Hour 
October 6, 13, 27 

November 3, 10, 17, 24

BLESSING OF THE BIBLES
We will have a Blessing of the Bibles on Sunday, September 22. Each of the children who registered for Sunday School by 
September 15 will receive one. These Bibles will be theirs to keep and to take home. Write their name in the inside cover. 
If you haven’t yet registered for Sunday School, please do so, and we will be sure you get your child their own Bible 
within the next couple of weeks. 

Are you an adult who needs a Bible? We will bless some extra Bibles on Sunday, and 
you may take one home if you’d like.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Electrical/Wiring Fund 
 $20.00 in memory of Mom, Bernice Berndt, for her birthday from Dennis & Sharon Woller

NOW! 
 $100.00 in memory of my husband, Walter, for his September 10 birthday from Phyllis Wendland

Radio Ministry 
 $190.00 in memory of our parents, John & Ella Hopp, from Phyllis Frederick & Lorraine Poi 
 $10.00 in celebration of Maria Plamann’s blessed birthday from Roger & Shirley Yonke 
 $190.00 in loving memory of Linda Perry on the September 11, seventh anniversary, of her going to heaven from  
  Randy Perry

Memorials 
 $100.00 in memory of our mom, Marilyn Gulke Briest, from The Gulke Family

ARMED INTRUDER SEMINAR
We cannot emphasize enough how important it is for 
volunteers, staff, and leaders in our church to attend the 
upcoming Armed Intruder Seminar here at the church, 
sponsored by Church Mutual. If you are a money 
counter, an office volunteer, an Usher, a member of 
the Hospitality Corps, on the Church Council, a Sunday 
School Teacher or a Nursery volunteer, a youth leader, 
a volunteer for Dinner @ Five, or a volunteer in any 
capacity, we want you to attend. Not a volunteer? 
You’re welcome to attend, too! 

In the times we live in, preparation and prevention 
knowledge and information can be the difference 
between life and death. 

We hope that you will never need the knowledge you 
will glean from this seminar, but in this day and age, 
we know that it is better to be knowledgeable than 
to think that bad things never happen to good people. 
Knowledge is power. Knowledge saves lives.

So ... if you are in one of the groups listed above, please 
mark your calendar and make this a high priority to 
attend.

Armed Intruder Seminar
Saint Stephens UCC - in the Sanctuary

Monday, September 30 @ 6:00 PM

Here’s “A Great Green Idea”

 ... Use a clothes line! Do your 
clothes a favor and switch off 

the dryer.  
Hang clothes outside to dry 

naturally.

SPECIAL GIFTS

EMAIL SCAMS
Apparently there is another email scam going around 
that targets churchgoers. Please pay close attention to 
emails that appear to come from the church or someone 
here on staff. Look at the email it comes from. If it is a 
different email than what you are used to (our emails are 
on the bottom of this page), use extreme caution. 

In the scam email, you may be asked to purchase a gift 
card for a worthy cause and then scratch off the codes 
on the back and take a photo of them or email them. 
We will NEVER ask you to do that. 

For the causes that we support here at Saint Stephens, 
like Food For Kids or Kids Outreach Taco Tuesday or as 
a donation for a raffle, etc., we would always ask you to 
drop off donated gift cards in the office. 

So please, use caution and just play it safe. And if you 
ever get an email that looks like it is from the church 
and it’s questionable to you, please call the office! 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• September 22 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome 
Back Celebration - Kicking off a new year of 
youth group with pizza, soda, and fun!

• October 5-6 - Lock-in beginning at 6:00 PM on 
Saturday, October 5

• October 20 @ 5:00 PM - HS Youth Gathering

• October 27 @ 8:30 AM - High School Youth 
Lead Worship

• November 10 @ 10:30 AM - HS Youth 
Gathering

• December 15 @ 6:00 PM - HS Youth Service 
Project

• December 18 @ 4:00 PM - Deliver Care 
Packages

• January 12 @ 6:30 PM - HS Movie Night - Meet 
at Church; then go to Cosmo together

• February 2 @ 8:30 AM - Bake Sale Fundraiser

• February 23 @ 5:00 PM Game Night!

• March 15 @ 5:00 PM - HS Youth Gathering

• Apri 5 @ 5:00 PM - Movie Night

• May 17 @ 8:30 AM - HS Youth Lead Worship, 
Bake Sale Fundraiser 

• June 21 @ 12:30 PM - HS Youth AmericInn Fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed 
forms are REQUIRED. (Forms are on our website, too, 
in the Resources section. Just download the form, have 
your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring your 
friend and the completed form along.) NURSERY NEWS

Nursery care is 
available during our 
9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays 
throughout the year. Feel free to bring your little ones 
ages 0 - 3 to the nursery prior to the start of worship 
where our adult volunteers will be happy to care for 
them during the service. 

Please complete and return 
Sunday School Registration 

Forms ASAP ...
Available in the Church 
Office and on our website 
at:   
www.ststephensucc.net/
resources/forms

It’s not too late to register 
your child for Sunday School. 

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE do not leave your child in 
Sunday School or Nursery without filling out the form! 

And if a child is visiting, yes, they can absolutely attend 
Sunday School as a guest, but AGAIN, we still need a 
completed Registration Form! This is to protect all of 
our children and in case of emergency. It’s important!

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• November 16-17 - Retreat/Lock-in beginning at 
4:30 PM on Saturday, November 16

• December 15 @ 10:30 AM - MS Youth Service 
Project

• February 8-9 Lock-in beginning at 6:00 PM on 
Saturday, February 8

• March 22 @ 10:30 AM - MS Youth Gathering

• May 17 @ 12:30 PM - MS Youth AmericInn Fun!

CONFIRMATION CLASS
The Confirmation Class will 
meet again on  Wednesday 
October 9, from 7:00 - 
8:00 PM in the Third Floor 
Classroom/Youth Room. 

We’re in the final months, preparing for December 
Confirmation Sunday!

(The next class of Confirmation students should have 
received a letter from Rev. Lucas in the mail and will 
begin meeting in December of this year.)

A huge thank you to Mary Maluegge, 
Beth Frick, Millie Burrows, and Dan 
Frick for giving the parsonage an 
intensive cleaning! All that polished 
wood just gleams! We still need to do 
a little painting, but it’s looking GREAT!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, September 23, will be:

Roast Chicken 
Mashed Potatoes with Gravy 

Corn, Lettuce Salad 
Dessert & Beverages

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Kristy Neuman
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

Wednesday evening worship  
beginning at 6:00 PM

A simple, meditative, communion service.

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

Our world needs more of ... this.
Join us. 

All are welcome.

FREE WORKSHOPS COMING TO SAINT STEPHENS
September 29 @ 10:15 AM -- Your Legacy:  Family, Church and Charity

October 27 @ 10:15 AM -- Parents, Teens and Money Matters
November 17 @ 10:15 AM -- 5 Keys to Retiring Fearinglessly

Refreshments will be served. 
No cost, no obligation workships. 

Hosted by Kelly O’Day of Thrivent Financial.

Please RSVP:  715.218.7575

Thursdays
6:00 - 8:00 PM

@ Saint Stephens
DINNER & CHILDCARE 

PROVIDED

Give away your Smiles like confetti on  
New Year’s Eve!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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THIS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 - 9:00 AM Worship -  with Sunday School and  
BLESSING OF THE BIBLES:  7th & 8th Grade Faith Formation,  

and with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);  
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:  Worship at 6:00 PM (most weeks with Communion) 
OKTOBERFEST:  September 28

ANNUAL MEETING:  October 20 (Please note the date change.) followed by SUNDAY BRUNCH 
TRIVIA NIGHT (to benefit Saint Stephens):  October 26 

TOTENFEST:  November 24 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY:  December 8

UPCOMING EVENTS

OKTOBERFEST VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED ... AND OKTOBERFEST IS ONLY DAYS AWAY!
We still need volunteer help for a successful Oktoberfest celebration. We need people to transport and set up 
tables, volunteers to check IDs/sell wrist bands and food and drink tickets, volunteers to serve food and grill 
brats, volunteers to maintain the tables and tent area, and of course, a clean up crew! Could you take a shift or 
two? It’s a great afternoon of fun! But we’re getting down to the wire ... so please sign up!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Carry-ins Allowed
Water & Soda For Sale | Free Snacks Available

Child Care Provided

Saturday, October 26, 2019
Doors Open @ 5 PM 

Questions Begin @ 6 PM
Tickets $10 per Person
Door Prizes & Raffles!

Dress Up & Receive an Extra Door Prize Ticket!

 SAINT STEPHENS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

  HALLOWEEN                                    TRIVIA NIGHT

Form A Team or Come On Your Own
You Don’t Need a Team to Sign-up

Max of 8 people per Team

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RUN 
FOR CHURCH COUNCIL?
We are closing in on our Annual 
Meeting date, October 20, and 
we really do want to have more 
names on the ballot than open 
positions. We REALLY want a 
REAL election this year. And that’s 
going to require a few more people 
to step up and put themselves out 
there as candidates on the ballot. 
Have YOU ever considered 
running for Church Council? Or 
running again if you were on 
Council before. Lots of things are 
happening here at Saint Stephens, 
and we need people who believe 
in the ministry of Saint Stephens 
to get involved at the Church 
Council level! If we get more 
candidates on the ballot, there’s 
no guarantee you’ll win the 
election. BUT it will be an honest-
to-goodness election and the 
congregation will have CHOICES 
in selecting the people who 
will represent them and make 
decisions on their behalf. Talk to 
Lucas, Tina, or a Council member 
to be added to this year’s ballot!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 - Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Blessing of the Bibles

- Rev. Lucas Williams
Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School and 7th & 8th Grade Faith Formation; 

Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 
Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir.  

Liturgist is Mary Stamm. 
Flowers on the altar are unsponsored at the time of this printing. Flowers on the 
piano are from Grandma’s Organic Farm for the congregation of Saint Stephens. 
Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of our parents, John & Ella Hopp, from 

Phyllis Frederick and Lorraine Poi. 
Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Saint Stephens Church Council.  

Nursery will be staffed. 
Ushers scheduled will be George Dintelman, Mark Woller, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 

Dornbrack, Randy Perry, Beth Houle, and Virgil Baumgart. 
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Carl & Kathy Hass, Cliff Williams, Jean & Bob 

Hoeft, Kris Smith, Jennifer Oestreich, and Jennifer Porath.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship with Communion 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
 2:00 - 9:00 OKTOBERFEST  
                     @ Normal Park
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

TRIVIA NIGHT TICKETS!
Trivia Night Tickets are now available! It’s time 
to register your team and buy your tickets. The 
team sign-up sheets are in the church office, 
and you can purchase Trivia Night tickets 
from Pastor Lucas, Tina or Kim in the office, 
or the night of the event. Form a team of up to 
8 people or sign up/come on your own. Either 
way, you’ll have a lot of fun!
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