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We Wish You Well ...

Rev. Dale Kuck began his ministry at 
Saint Stephens in January of 1965 and 
officially retired in December of 1995 

... a period of 31 years which made him the 
longest tenured pastor in the history of this 
church. Many of you here today were not 
part of his ministry ... and many of the rest 
of us remember it with fond and blessed 
memories. Beyond his leadership within this 
Church and in the Wisconsin Conference of 
the United Church of Christ, Dale was well 
recognized, both in this church and in the 
Merrill community, as an excellent speaker. 
His sermons were inspirational ... they were 
thought provoking ... they were challenging ... and they were always, always, 
about the special messages of the Gospel. Love of God ... God’s love for us ... 
and our consistent love for those around us who were less fortunate. In Rev. 
Kuck’s own words ... “What a wondrous future God has in store for those 
who love Him. A future that creates a feeling of peace and deep joy already. A 
future that determines why we live and how we live. A future which reminds 
us that whatever we do in the name of--or in behalf of--Christ is never in vain. 
The truth is--the future has already begun--when we live under the Lordship of 
the Son of God.”
And in another sermon he tells us ... “If you want to experience the power and 
beauty of love, you will find it here. If you want to know how to live unselfishly, 
you will find it here. If you want to capture the power that can change you 
and deepen you as a person, you will find it here. If you develop a loyalty 
to a purpose much greater than your own or your families, you will find the 
solid rock--here--under the influence and presence of God.” Words of wisdom 
indeed.
It should be noted that Dale and Jackie are not leaving this area forever. They 
are retaining their home on Lake Pesobic and are intent on returning for the 
pleasant summer months of each year.
To Dale, as Senior Pastor for those many years ... and to Jackie, as a teacher 
in the Merrill School District and a leader in several organizations within the 
community, we give you thanks from a grateful congregation. We take comfort 
in the fact that Saint Stephens will be your home church, and Merrill will be 
your home community, forever.
We wish you well ... we wish you continued health and happiness ... God be 
with you always ... see you next summer.

- The Congregation of Saint Stephens.
 (Written by Bill & Carol Weber & Read Aloud  

During Worship September 1, 2019)

September 10, 2019
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Call the church office

EMAIL SCAMS
Apparently there is another email scam going around 
that targets churchgoers. Please pay close attention to 
emails that appear to come from the church or someone 
here on staff. Look at the email it comes from. If it is a 
different email than what you are used to (our emails are 
on the bottom of this page), use extreme caution. 

In the scam email, you may be asked to purchase a gift 
card for a worthy cause and then scratch off the codes 
on the back and take a photo of them or email them. 
We will NEVER ask you to do that. 

For the causes that we support here at Saint Stephens, 
like Food For Kids or Kids Outreach Taco Tuesday or as 
a donation for a raffle, etc., we would always ask you to 
drop off donated gift cards in the office. 

So please, use caution and just play it safe. And if you 
ever get an email that looks like it is from the church 
and it’s questionable to you, please call the office! 

WE NEED LANDSCAPING VOLUNTEERS!
Do you like to dig, cut, trim, snip, mow, and weed? 
We’re looking for some volunteers for a landscaping 
project. This will involve digging 
up some bushes, trimming 
bushes, a little pruning, and a bit 
of weeding.  If that sounds like 
a great way to spend an autumn 
day, please call Tina in the office:  
715.536.7322.

TACO TUESDAY THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who helped 
with Kids Outreach Taco Tuesday, 
Picnic in the Park this summer! 
Thanks to you, almost 100 kids 
(some weeks the numbers were that 
high) got a hot, delicious, healthy 
mid-day meal. We hope you had 
fun doing it, too, and will plan to 
help again next summer!

An excerpt from a letter in the Partners of St. Vincent 
de Paul Fall 2019 Newsletter:

“I would like to share with you a look at the rising 
epidemic of homelessness. ... Homelessness is part 
of every community. We pass by them on the streets 
and sidewalks every day. Some people don’t even see 
them, while others look down upon them. The stigma 
of homelessness seems to deem anyone that’s homeless 
is either suffering from addiction or laziness. ... while it 
may be true for a select few, it doesn’t apply to everyone. 
So I ask you to please not apply this stereotype to the 
homeless. Look into your hearts and see them for what 
they truly are.

“Being homeless I’ve met some of the most loving and 
caring people on the streets. I’ve seen how hard it is to 
survive and the daily struggle to endure the elements 
and the hunger. The struggle to survive day in and day 
out is far greater than most of us could ever imagine. 
I’ve also seen and experienced the profound effect of a 
kind gesture ... those among us that care enough to help 
with a meal or a warm jacket on a cold day ... 

“... As a community many small gestures can lead to 
great things.’’’”

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED
As we begin our new program year, we want to 
reinvigorate our after worship coffee hour! Can you 
help? Your family (or a few families) can sign up to 
sponsor a coffee hour. 

What does that entail? Making the coffee (the instructions 
are on the side of the fridge in the lounge). Bringing in 
some delicious treats to share. Serving in the lounge. 
And clean up afterward. Easy and fun! And if you love 
to bake, this is a great hospitality ministry!

Sign up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. 

LOVE TO BAKE?
The High School Youth Group will be holding a Bake 
Sale after worship this Sunday, September 15 ... Fall 
Kickoff Sunday! If you love to bake and would like to 
bring baked goods to donate, the youth would appreciate 
your support. And if you don’t like to bake, but you love 
to eat sweets, the youth invite you to make a delicious 
purchase to help them support their fundraising efforts 
on September 15!

COLLEGE BOUND?
Are you going off to college? Email us with your college 
mailing address, email address, and telephone number 
so we can stay in touch! We’ll be sure you get The 
Interpreter (probably by email) ... you never know ... 
Some day you might just find little surprises await you 
from your Saint Stephens community! Send college 
contact info to:  tina@ststephensucc.net

GROWN CHILDREN -  
MOVED AWAY?
Has your son or daughter moved 
away from home, but you still get 
their church mail at your address? 
Ask them to email us with their 
current address, email, and phone 
number. We’ll set them up in 
their own “household.” in our 
system. Send updates to:  tina@
ststephensucc.net

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed in next week’s Interpreter.
SPECIAL GIFTS

Eagles Pancake 
Breakfast

Merrill Eagles Club
1205 Lake Street, 

Merrill
September 15, 2019
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Regular & Potato Pancakes
(Carry Outs Available)

Adults $8.00 - Children 6-10 $4 - Ages 5 & Under FREE
Proceeds will be given to Jill Johns

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Come & See Pommersche Danz Grupp ... the 
Pomeranian Dancers ... at this year’s Oktoberfest! 

Performing German folk dances in authentic costumes!

Please say a special prayer for the poor and forgotten of our community.
If you know of anyone who needs any type of help or assistance, please call the St. Vincent de Paul Outreach 
Office:  715.539.2666.  ....................................................And don’t forget to check out the newly remodeled and 

redecorated St. Vincent de Paul Thrift store on Main Street in Merrill!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Your Money or Your Love

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my 
brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” But 
he said, “Friend, who set me to be arbitrator over you?” 
- Luke 12:13-14 (NRSV)

I saw this bumper sticker on a massive new RV: “We’re 
spending our kids’ inheritance!” Funny. But I wonder 
how the kids feel about it. Maybe they’re chuckling, too. 
Or maybe they’re worried that the old geezers really 
mean it. What did that big rig cost, anyway? How much 
did it reduce their shares?

Bumper stickers aren’t necessarily windows into family 
dynamics. Still, it’s wretchedly routine that after parents 
drive off to the great RV hook-up in the sky, the kids get 
lawyers. Maybe spending the inheritance is the ultimate 
parental gift. Run through it now so they won’t fight 
over it later. Let ’em hate us, not each other.

An anxious man in the crowd worries he’s not getting 
his share. He wants Jesus to judge, but Jesus doesn’t do 
probate. It’s too late, anyway. As someone observed, if 
you’re willing to enlist a third party against your brother, 
the damage is already done. They won’t ever regard 
each other the same way they did before an estate 
came between them.

Greed wears many masks; in this case, aggrieved injury. 
It also has many waste products, human estrangement 
being the worst. Jesus refuses to increase it.

In the parable that follows, he tells us we can’t take 
anything with us when we die. Which we will. But he’s 
not just censuring pointless accumulation. He’s also 
inviting us to contemplate the potential for human loss 
in material gain—the way the heart ices over as cold 
cash inhabits the space in us reserved for love.

Prayer

Good Jesus, money matters. We need it. But don’t let me 
damage relationships to get it. Amen.

by Mary Luti

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
October 6, 13, 20 

November 3, 10, 17, 24 
December 1, 8, 15

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
October 6, 27 

November 3, 10 
December 8, 22, 29

Coffee Hour 
September 22 

October 6, 13, 27

August, 2019
Saint Stephens Congregation,

Thank you for your continued participation in the Fill the Gazebo Food Drive. Your 2019 contributions, both goods 
and volunteers, enabled us to reach a total of 7,013 pounds [of food], as well as $7,143 [in donations]. We are 
grateful.

Merrill’s Food Pantries and the Food For Kids program are the recipients of your generosity, and from there, the 
real good is accomplished as donations are distributed to those in need locally. Thank you.

- The Fill the Gazebo Planning Committee

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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ARMED INTRUDER SEMINAR
Church Mutual will sponsor an Armed Intruder Seminar 
at Saint Stephens for Church Staff and Leadership 
in September. If you are an Usher, a member of the 
Hospitality Corps, on the Church Council, a Sunday 
School Teacher, a Nursery volunteer, an office volunteer, 
or a volunteer for Dinner @ Five, we want you to attend.

We hope that you will never need the knowledge you 
will glean from this seminar, but in this day and age, we 

know that it is better to be knowledgeable than to think that bad things never happen to good people. Knowledge 
is power. Knowledge saves lives.

So ... if you are in one of the groups listed above, please mark your calendar and make this a high priority to attend.

Armed Intruder Seminar
Saint Stephens UCC - in the Sanctuary

Monday, September 30 @ 6:00 PM

NEWS FROM THE GREEN TEAM ...
A quick note from the Green Team. Both the National and 
Wisconsin UCC are involved in supporting the upcoming 
climate action starting Sept. 20 by young people around the 
world. More information is available through the links below 
and look for more information coming to Saint Stephens soon.

ht t p s : / / w w w.ucc .o r g /c rea t ion _ jus t ice _we binar_
series?utm_campaign=the_pollinator_climate_strike&utm_

medium=email&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist

https://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/public-policy/take-action/

Here’s “A Great Green Idea”

 ... Use a clothes line! Do your clothes a favor and switch off the dryer.  
Hang clothes outside to dry naturally.

WE HAD AN AWESOME TREASURE SALE!
Saint Stephens Second Annual Treasure Sale to benefit Merrill Community Food For Kids was a great 
success! We don’t have all the final numbers in yet, because a few things are still being sold online. 
BUT we had a LOT of people come through, and we moved a lot of treasures. And we want to thank 
YOU ... if you donated treasures for the sale; if you helped pick up or deliver treausures; if you helped 
set up or cleaned items or repaired items; if you helped sell or cashier or take down or haul out or 

away; if you made coffee or barbeque or brought sweets to feed the volunteers; if you helped us “spread the word” 
... YOU were important to the success of this sale and our ability to help Food For Kids! Stay for the results when 
we compute the final totals raised!

We’re planning to do this again next year, and we want to make it even BIGGER! So ... start boxing up or piling up 
your treasures when you are cleaning things out over the course of the next year, and we’ll let you know when drop 
off of items is available next summer! 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
https://www.ucc.org/creation_justice_webinar_series?utm_campaign=the_pollinator_climate_strike&utm_medium=email&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist
https://www.ucc.org/creation_justice_webinar_series?utm_campaign=the_pollinator_climate_strike&utm_medium=email&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist
https://www.ucc.org/creation_justice_webinar_series?utm_campaign=the_pollinator_climate_strike&utm_medium=email&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist
https://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/public-policy/take-action/
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• September 15 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale 
Fundraiser

• September 22 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome 
Back Celebration - Kicking off a new year of 
youth group with pizza, soda, and fun!

• October 5-6 - Lock-in beginning at 6:00 PM on 
Saturday, October 5

• October 20 @ 5:00 PM - HS Youth Gathering

• October 27 @ 8:30 AM - High School Youth 
Lead Worship

• November 10 @ 10:30 AM - HS Youth 
Gathering

• December 15 @ 6:00 PM - HS Youth Service 
Project

• December 18 @ 4:00 PM - Deliver Care 
Packages

• January 12 @ 6:30 PM - HS Movie Night - Meet 
at Church; then go to Cosmo together

• February 2 @ 8:30 AM - Bake Sale Fundraiser

• February 23 @ 5:00 PM Game Night!

• March 15 @ 5:00 PM - HS Youth Gathering

• Apri 5 @ 5:00 PM - Movie Night

• May 17 @ 8:30 AM - HS Youth Lead Worship, 
Bake Sale Fundraiser 

• June 21 @ 12:30 PM - HS Youth AmericInn Fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed 
forms are REQUIRED. (Forms are on our website, too, 
in the Resources section. Just download the form, have 
your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring your 
friend and the completed form along.) NURSERY NEWS

Nursery care is 
available during our 
9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays 
throughout the year. 
Feel free to bring 
your little ones ages 0 - 3 to the nursery prior to the 
start of worship where our adult volunteers will be 
happy to care for them during the service. 

Please complete and return 
Sunday School Registration 

Forms ASAP ...
Available in the Church 
Office and on our website at:   
www.ststephensucc.net/
resources/forms

All students who are registered 
by September 15 will receive a 

new Bible this year, to be handed out to students during 
worship Sunday, September 22, during our “Blessing of 
the Bibles.”

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• November 16-17 - Retreat/Lock-in beginning at 
4:30 PM on Saturday, November 16

• December 15 @ 10:30 AM - MS Youth Service 
Project

• February 8-9 Lock-in beginning at 6:00 PM on 
Saturday, February 8

• March 22 @ 10:30 AM - MS Youth Gathering

• May 17 @ 12:30 PM - MS Youth AmericInn Fun!

BLESSING OF THE BIBLES
We will have a Blessing of the Bibles on Sunday, 
September 22. Please join us! Need a Bible? We will 
have some extra Bibles on hand if you’d like one.

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation Class meets Wednesday September 11, 
from 7:00 - 8:00 PM in the Third Floor Classroom/
Youth Room. We’re in the final months, preparing for 
December Confirmation Sunday!

(The next class of Confirmation students should have 
received a letter from Rev. Lucas in the mail and will 
begin meeting in December of this year.)

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/resources/forms
http://www.ststephensucc.net/resources/forms
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Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, September 16, will be:

Sweet & Sour Chicken, Mashed Potatoes 
Mixed Vegetables, Fruit Salad 

Dessert & Beverages

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Kristy Neuman
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Alexis Slagoski
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

Welcome, Alexis Slagoski! Our new Youth Rep on 
Church Council!

WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
RUN FOR CHURCH 
COUNCIL?
Our Annual Meeting 
this year will be October 
20 (please note date 
change from what we 
originally published), 
and we’d like to have a 
real bonafide election, 
with more names on 
the ballot than open 
positions. Several people 

have already thrown their names into 
the ring, so to speak, to run for Council. 

What about YOU? Would you like to get involved in the 
decision making process here at Saint Stephens as a part 
of Church Council? If you’ve been a member of Saint 
Stephens for at least a year and are interested, please 
contact Tina in the office (715.536.7322) to let her 
know you’d like to be added to the October 20 ballot.

Wednesday evening worship  
beginning at 6:00 PM

A simple, meditative, communion service.

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

Our world needs more of ... this.
Join us. 

All are welcome.

FREE WORKSHOPS COMING TO SAINT STEPHENS
September 29 @ 10:15 AM -- Your Legacy:  Family, Church and Charity

October 27 @ 10:15 AM -- Parents, Teens and Money Matters
November 17 @ 10:15 AM -- 5 Keys to Retiring Fearinglessly

Refreshments will be served. 
No cost, no obligation workships. 

Hosted by Kelly O’Day of Thrivent Financial.

Please RSVP:  715.218.7575

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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THIS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 - 9:00 AM Worship - Fall Kickoff Sunday - Blessing of Sunday School 
Teachers with Sunday School, 7th & 8th Grade Faith Formation,  

and with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);  
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP BAKE SALE after worship. 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:  Worship at 6:00 PM (most weeks with Communion) 

BLESSING OF THE BIBLES:  September 22
OKTOBERFEST:  September 28

ANNUAL MEETING:  October 20 (Please note the date change.) 
TRIVIA NIGHT (to benefit Saint Stephens):  October 26 

TOTENFEST:  November 24 

UPCOMING EVENTS

OKTOBERFEST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Sign up on the board near the Scrip table. Maybe you can make or transport and set up tables and chairs or the 
bar. Perhaps you can be a greeter or join the clean up crew. We also need people to bake bars & desserts, grill 
brats, check IDs/distribute wristbands, sell food/drink tickets, and serve food. P.S. It’s FUN!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Carry-ins Allowed
Water & Soda For Sale | Free Snacks Available

Child Care Provided

Saturday, October 26, 2019
Doors Open @ 5 PM 

Questions Begin @ 6 PM
Tickets $10 per Person
Door Prizes & Raffles!

Dress Up & Receive an Extra Door Prize Ticket!

 SAINT STEPHENS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

  HALLOWEEN                                    TRIVIA NIGHT

Form A Team or Come On Your Own
You Don’t Need a Team to Sign-up

Max of 8 people per Team CHOIR 
PRACTICE 
RESUMES
Choir practice 
has resumed! 
Want to sing 
with us? Make 
a joyful noise 
unto the Lord! 

Meet us in the Choir Room any 
Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.

CHIME CHOIR
Chime Choir rehearsal will begin 
on Thursday, September 12, at 
6:00 PM in the Choir Room. 
Always wanted to know what 
Chimes are all about? Join us 
and learn all about it! 

LISTENING TO OUR 
WORSHIP ON THE RADIO?
Tune your dial to 96.3 FM WJMT 
at 9:00 AM each Sunday for the 
best reception. It’s the same 
broadcast as on the AM station, 
but much better sound quality!

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, September 19
4:30 - 6:00 PM

@ The Eagles Club,  
1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Sponsor:  Knights of 
Columbus

Menu:  A “Knightly” Surprise!
All are Welcome!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Fall Kickoff Sunday! 
Sunday School Teacher Blessing

- Rev. Lucas Williams

Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School and 7th & 8th Grade Faith Formation; 
Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir.  
Liturgist is Jennifer Porath. 

Flowers on the altar are sponsored in memory of granddaughter, Brynn Hilbert, 
for her birthday from Phil & Kelly Natzke.  

Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of Reuben & Dorothy Koehler from 
Dennis & Ione Koehler. 

Coffee Hour is unsponsored because the High School Youth  
are having a Bake Sale. Purchase treats to eat with your coffee this Sunday! 

Nursery will be staffed. 
Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & 

Nancy Seidel,  Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz. 
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Beth Houle, Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly 

Wallace, Chris & Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship with Communion 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

High School Youth Group Bake Sale
After Worship this Sunday, September 15.

Please enjoy some sweet treats and help support our High 
School Youth Group ... 

mailto:angela@ststephensucc.net
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/

