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Re-Member ...

This year I was fortunate enough to get to travel again, with 10 others, back out 
to the Pine Ridge Reservation for our annual mission trip. Every morning before 
we began our day out on the Rez, we gathered together and listened to the 

“Wisdom of the Elders.” The “Wisdom of the Elders” is one of my favorite times of the 
day. It is a time when we sit together with everyone on the mission, sip our coffee, 
and prepare our minds for the day by listening to short stories, quotes, or bits of 
wisdom from, you guessed it, the elders. We started our week this year with a piece 
from one of the early pioneers in the mind/body holistic health movement, Rachel 
Naomi Remen. 

“Service is not the same as helping. Helping is based on inequality; it’s not a relationship 
between equals. When you help, you use your own strength to help someone with 
less strength. It’s a one up, one down relationship, and people feel this inequality. 
When we help, we may inadvertently take away more than we give, diminishing the 
person’s sense of self-worth and self-esteem. Now, when I help, I am very aware 
of my own strength, but we don’t serve with our strength; we serve with ourselves. 
We draw from all of our experiences:  our wounds serve, our limitations serve, even 
our darkness serves. The wholeness in us serves the wholeness in the other, and the 
wholeness in life ... When we serve in this way, we understand that this person’s 
suffering is also my suffering, that their joy is also my joy, and the impulse to serve 
arises naturally -- our natural wisdom and compassion presents itself quite simply. A 
server knows that they’re being used and has the willingness to be used in the service 
of something greater. We may help or fix many things in our lives, but when we serve, 
we are always in the service of wholeness.” 

The things that move something inside of me the most each year and motivate me to 
push through the sometimes filthy and abhorrent work that needs to be done out in 
the communities of the reservation, are not just the staggering statistics, but the stories 
of the individuals behind the statistics and the faces that go along with the history that 
we hear each year when we return. This is my third year returning to Re-Member, 
and my third time hearing the same history lessons; however, each time that I went 
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Call the church office

We know that life is busy ... especially in summer, and 
sometimes, you’re out of town or sleeping in or 
camping or one of the other awesome things that 

make summer ... well, summer! We totally get it! Summer is 
amazing! And in Wisconsin, it ’s pretty short-lived.

The reality of things is that church attendance is usually lower in the 
summer, and there are lots of great reasons for that. The harsh reality, 
though, is that weekly (and then monthly) income also goes down as a 
result. As a church, we live week to week for our financial wellbeing. 
So we need your help. We are currently operating “in the red” ... 
BUT we are hopeful that as attendance picks up after school starts, and with 
your faithful attention, weekly giving will increase to meet our budgeted needs.

We want to ask each of you to do your part to help Saint Stephens maintain its financial commitments ... to 
our programs, our ministry, our creditors, our staff. If you will be gone on a weekend or for chunks of time, please 
consider maintaining your financial commitment to the church even if you aren’t present ... perhaps by bringing in 
your offerings during the week or bringing in several envelopes together for the weeks you missed church, or easier 
yet, by enrolling in electronic giving so you can just “set it and forget it!” It’s easy and it’s secure and it’s a great way 
to include Saint Stephens in your budget plan so we, as a church, can manage our financial resources better, too.

Thank you for your efforts and your faithfulness! Together we can achieve much. We already have. And we want 
to continue the good work we have started. 

Many seeds have been planted. Help us to 
continue to nurture them and 

watch them grow!

& the Living is Easy
Summertime
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Sacred Places

Over the course of a few weeks, I’ve thought a lot about the word sacred. What is sacred? What do I, what 
do we, hold as sacred? And every time I answer questions like these, the answers are always different. I 
actually think that’s the way it’s supposed to be, because if my answers were always the same, I’m really 

not changing much, not really growing. Now don’t get me wrong, some of my answers are repeated each time, 
like family, for instance.

But then, as I was preparing for Wednesday night worship a few weeks ago, I stumbled across Exodus 3: 1-6: 

“Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the 
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame 
of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I must 
turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the Lord saw that he 
had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then 
he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 
ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.”

I found that my focus shifted from asking “What is sacred?” to “What is a sacred place (holy ground) to me?” And 
you know what, I had to think about it for a while. After taking time to think, I wrote some of my answers down, 
and the majority of them had to do with church or religious things. That made me wonder:  “If the ground and the 
space where Moses was on--Mount Horeb--was sacred/holy, then why can’t all places be sacred?”

The answer:  They can! The meaning of “a sacred place” is:  A place that is holy, a place that is devoted to 
something religious, a place that is worthy of awe and respect, and a place that nurtures us on a spiritual level. So 
yes, Lambeau Field could be and is a sacred place to many. Even land is sacred. So, what are your sacred places?

Sisters and brothers, see that it’s not just the church that is a sacred place. Regardless of whatever environment 
we’re in, whether a room in a home, an office at a workplace, an automobile, a garden, a cemetery, etc. … all of 
these places can be a sacred place if we see them as holy, we devote them to God, we give each of them the awe 
and respect they deserve, and each nurtures us on a spiritual level.

May you see and find God in all places, and may they become sacred to you in their own special way.

TREASURE SALE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We need volunteers to help with our Treasure Sale! How can you help? We need people who can assist with 
picking up donated items, carrying items downstairs on two Saturdays, August 24 and August 31, from 10:00 AM 
to 2:00 PM when we will be accepting items here at church. We need people to help at the actual sale, as a cashier 
or selling raffle tickets or rearranging and straightening merchandise, or helping people take items to their cars or 
... whatever! A sign up sheet is located on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge! Please sign up to help. Many hands make 
light work!
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Kristy Neuman was “born and raised in Merrill” and 
has “been a lifelong member of Saint Stephens.” 
So perhaps it was only natural that she should get 

involved in Church Council. But ... she didn’t run for the 
position. Instead, she was asked to replace a Council member who stepped down after she had her second child, 
and she’s been doing a great job and learning a lot. “Beth Houle approached me to fill a vacancy through 2019,” 
she says. 

“It has been an absolutely amazing opportunity to be a part of Council and see how the church functions,” Kristy 
says. “There is so much more to church than showing up for an hour on Sundays. I have a newfound appreciation 
for what all the Council members and church staff do to keep the church running smoothly behind the scenes.”

“However, due to other volunteer obligations and having a seven-year-old, I will not be running for re-election this 
fall,” Kristy shares. “However, I do hope in the future that I will once again be able to be a part of Church Council.” 
Kristy’s is one of the positions on Church Council that will be open on the ballot this October. If you’re considering 
running for one of those open slots, call Tina or Rev. Lucas at 715.536.7322 ... or talk to any current member of 
Council, like Kristy ... and let them know you’d like to learn more or to be added to the ballot!

Kristy finds lots to love about Saint Stephens. Her favorite thing, she says, is:  “The openness and inclusivity of the 
church. The church motto says it all,” she adds. “‘No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re 
welcome here.’” But it’s more than just words here, and that’s what really matters to Kristy. “I believe this motto is 
actually practiced,” she says, “Not just used as a buzz phrase.”

“I also appreciate the active role Saint Stephens has taken within the community,” she says.  

Kristy says she “Married my high school sweetheart, Rick, in 2005 at Saint Stephens.” And their family? “We have 
a seven-year-old son, Alex.”

For fun Kristy enjoys, “Anything outside,” she says. “Boating, sports, hunting, fishing, 4-wheeling, camping, gardening; 
following and supporting our son in his sports; and snowmobile racing.” She is gearing up for her favorite season:  

“Fall. Love the cool, crisp, sunny days and the colorful leaves. Spending time outdoors with no mosquitos.”

“I also love to read when I have a spare moment, which rarely happens these days,” Kristy says. When it does, she 
loves to read “Anything non-fiction I can get my hands on.”

Kristy is, like so many of us, understandably busy. “I graduated from UWSP with a degree in Paper Science and 
Engineering and have worked the past 15 years at Packaging Corporation of America (PCA) in Tomahawk,” she says. 

“Currently, I am the Manager of Environmental Operations.”

When she’s not working, Kristy loves her family time. “(My) favorite family vacation so far has been Niagara Falls.  
We are also looking forward to our family vacation next summer to Estes Park, Colorado.” 

“My favorite holiday is the 4th of July.  (I) love fireworks and our family party on Pelican Lake.”

Kristy has a few other favorites, too. Favorite movie:  “Smokey and the Bandit.” Favorite foods:  “Seafood and 
anything cheese.”

Favorite Quote: “Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it happened.”

Pet peeve? “People who do not drive the speed limit (assuming weather conditions are good, etc).” Things she hates:  
“People who do not keep their word. If you say you’re going to do something, then do it!” Kristy says. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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ITEMS AVAILABLE THIS WEEK

SILENT AUCTION
This week we have the below items available for auction. All items are in the office with a “silent auction” type 
bid sheet near each one. Anyone interested in acquiring any of these items should stop in the office during office 
hours this week or before/after worship on Sunday, August 25, to bid on the item. Bids will be accepted in even $1 
increments.  There is a MINIMUM opening bid on each item. Each of the below items will be considered “sold” 
to whomever has the highest bid when the office opens Monday, August 26, at 8:00 AM. Items with no bids will 
be sold at the upcoming Treasure Sale or donated. Everything is sold “as is.”

Items available for auction this week, pictured below:  Large floral arrangement, with an opening minimum bid of 
$2; small ceramic cornucopia with fruit, with an opening minimum bid of $1; pair of Christmas floral arrangements, 
with an opening minimum bid of $2; single Christmas floral arrangement, with an opening minimum bid of $1; and 
two framed prints of Jesus ... each with an opening minimum bid of $2.

that I went out to a new job site or was able to meet one of our native friends, I 
was seeing a new face and hearing new stories about what I like to think of as 
outcomes, or results, of the history that I’ve listened to each year. I believe that 
it is in ReMembering this history, and listening to the personal stories of each 
individual and resonating with them, that we are able to best serve instead of 
help out on the reservation. 

This past Sunday, Pastor Lucas spoke about a passage concerning Philip and 
the Ethiopian Eunuch from the Book of Acts. God sent Philip out, and Philip 
comes across the Eunuch in a chariot. Philip is left with a choice about whether 
or not he should have any to do’s with this Eunuch. He decides he will not walk 
alongside the chariot and help this Eunuch out, but instead hops inside and hears 
what this Eunuch has to say. Philip chooses to serve instead of help. It would be 
an easy enough thing to show up in Pine Ridge and hammer together boards and 
nails or put sheets on mattresses, but I wonder how much difference that would 
make in the long run. 

This year a group of 15 showed up from another area, and they have been participating in this mission for over 20 
years. We sat together and listened to each other’s stories. Some of our youth showed up for the mission this year, 
and I spent an evening under the stars listening to stories of pain and happiness from a few of them. You would be 
surprised at how brilliant and open these young minds are. Scott, Kelly, and Jim have been working together with 
a woman through South Dakota State University (SDSU) named Patricia. They have sat with her and listened to 
her story and have opened their hearts to serve the community because of it in HUGE ways. This year this mission 
was more than just serving the Lakota people. Patricia’s story has moved me in ways I will never be able to explain, 
and the work and effort that the Wallace family has put back into her has probably brought me more hope than 
it has her. In some small way, we all served each other, and I believe we have been doing so each year and will 
continue to do so in the years to come. Sitting together and listening to each other makes all of the difference. 
Mitakuye Oyas’in (all are related).                                                                                                 - Melissa Butler

(Continued from page 1)
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• September 15 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale 
Fundraiser

• September 22 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome 
Back Celebration - Kicking off a new year of 
youth group with pizza, soda, and fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed 
forms are REQUIRED. (Forms are on our website, too, 
in the Resources section. Just download the form, have 
your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring your 
friend and the completed form along.) 

HOME IMPROVEMENT & SCRIP
Are you finishing up some projects around the house 
before the end of summer? Big projects? Small projects? 
Tools ... paint ... lumber and building supplies ... 
chainsaws ... whatever it is ... don’t forget to use Scrip! 
... if you’ll be making those purchases from Menards, 
Ace Hardware, or Fleet Farm, then you can use Scrip 
and earn a nice little bonus for Saint Stephens at the 
same time! Talk to the Scrip sellers. They have some 
denominations in stock, and they can order larger 
quantities and denominations for those bigger purchases. 
It’s a great way to earn FREE money for Saint Stephens!

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays throughout the year. Feel free to 
bring your little ones ages 0 - 3 to the nursery prior to 
the start of worship where our adult volunteers will be 
happy to care for them during the service. 

ARMED INTRUDER SEMINAR
Church Mutual will sponsor an Armed Intruder Seminar 
at Saint Stephens for Church Staff and Leadership 
in September. If you are an Usher, a member of the 
Hospitality Corps, on the Church Council, a Sunday 
School Teacher, a Nursery volunteer, or a volunteer for 
Dinner @ Five, we want you to attend.

We hope that you will never need the knowledge you 
will glean from this seminar, but in this day and age, we 

know that it is better to be knowledgeable than to think that bad things never happen to good people. Knowledge 
is power. Knowledge saves lives.

So ... if you are in one of the groups listed above, please mark your calendar and make this a high priority to attend.

Armed Intruder Seminar
Saint Stephens UCC - in the Sanctuary

Monday, September 30 @ 6:00 PM

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS!
Join us Sunday, September 8, as we 
celebrate together the new school 
year! All students are invited to bring 
their backpacks and set them in front 
of the altar before worship that day. 
Then as part of worship, the kids will 
be invited forward, and we will ask 
God’s blessing on the new school 

year ahead and on the backpacks. This is a great way 
for the congregation to show their support and offering 
prayers and blessings to those heading back to school.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, August 26, will be:

Chicken Nuggets, Sweet Potatoes 
Mixed Veggies, Coleslaw 

Dessert & Beverages

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Kristy Neuman
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Tanner Depies
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

SAINT STEPHENS IN THE PARADE! 
We are going to be participating in the Labor Day Parade again this year. 
If anyone has a trailer/wagon that we could use, please contact Jennifer 
Porath at 715-218-2978. We also need people to ride the float/throw candy, 
walk and hand out Oktoberfest fliers, and someone to drive the float. If 
you are interested in any of these activities, please sign up on the sheet in the 

Kuck Lounge. The more the merrier! We will meet at the Church parking lot at 9:00 AM on 
September 2 so that people will have vehicles at the end of the route. If that does not work, you 
can meet us at the Merrill Manufacturing parking lot on State Street before 10:00 AM when the 

parade starts. You will just need to coordinate a ride from the end of 
the parade route.

We will plan on throwing candy, so any donations of candy  
would be greatly appreciated and can be brought  

to the church office by September 1.

FREE WORKSHOPS COMING TO SAINT STEPHENS
September 29 @ 10:15 AM -- Your Legacy:  Family, Church and Charity

October 27 @ 10:15 AM -- Parents, Teens and Money Matters
November 17 @ 10:15 AM -- 5 Keys to Retiring Fearinglessly

Refreshments will be served. 
No cost, no obligation workships. 

Hosted by Kelly O’Day of Thrivent Financial.

Please RSVP:  715.218.7575

FOR THOSE WHO INQUIRED ...
Rev. Dale & Jackie Kuck will soon be living in a retirement community in West Bend, Wisconsin, called Cedar 
Community. It was founded by the Evangelical & Reformed Church, the same as Saint Stephens and a forerunner 
of the UCC. “The reason for our decision is that our son lives nearby in Port Washington. It was his concern that 
we should be close as we age. Our address will be:  Rev. Dale & Jackie Kuck, 101 Cedar Ridge Dr., Apt. N253, 
West Bend, WI  53095. Telephone is:  262.353.9057 or 715.536.4086. Thank you!”     - Dale & Jackie Kuck

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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PRAYING FOR 
OUR NATION ... 
TOGETHER
The Holy Cross Sisters 
invite you to join 
them in prayer for our 
nation and its political 
leaders, for respect 
for all - especially 

immigrants and refugees, for liberty and justice for all. 
They will gather for public prayer in Holy Cross Chapel, 
1500 O’ Day Street, in Merrill on Wednesdays at 9:40 
AM. All are welcome.

ARE YOU MISSING SOME THINGS? 
We’ve come across some things that have accumulated 
in the office ... things that don’t belong to us, but they 
might belong to YOU! Were you on the Brewer bus 
trip and forgot your eye drops and/or your American 
flag chair? Did you bring goodies to Rev. Carnes or 
someone and are looking for your Pyrex casserole dish 
with carrier? These are all things that are here, but they 
don’t belong here. If these are your items, please stop 
in the office to claim them before the end of August. 
Items remaining here after the end of August will be 
donated to the Treasure Sale. 

PINE CREST
The August Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, August 22. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Kathy Case and 
Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams will lead the 
worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the pianist.

LISTENING TO OUR WORSHIP ON THE RADIO?
Tune your dial to 96.3 FM WJMT at 9:00 AM each Sunday 
for the best reception. It’s 
the same broadcast as on 
the AM station, but much 
better sound quality!

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

NOW! 
 $25.00 in honor of Rev. Kyle and his ministry from Lois Latzig 
 $20.00 in memory of Wendy Wheeler from John & Kathy Keddell

Electrical/Wiring Fund 
 $20.00 in memory of Dad, Lylas Berndt, for his birthday from Dennis & Sharon Woller

Food For Kids 
 $30.00 in memory of Marilyn Gulke Briest from Ewald & Marilyn Katke 

SPECIAL GIFTS

OFFICE CHAIR NEEDED
Do you have a nice, clean, simple office 
chair sitting in your home not being used? 
We need another chair for the office, so if 
you can donate one, please let us know!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


August 20, 2019
Page 9THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO RUN FOR 
CHURCH COUNCIL?
Our Annual Meeting 
this year will be 
October 13, and 
we’d like to have 
a real bonafide 
election, with more 
names on the ballot 
than open positions. 
Several people have already thrown their names 
into the ring, so to speak, to run for Council. 

What about YOU? Would you like to get involved in 
the decision making process here at Saint Stephens as 
a part of Church Council? If you’ve been a member 
of Saint Stephens for at least a year and are interested, 
please contact Tina in the office (715.536.7322) to let 
her know you’d like to be added to the October 13 ballot.

2nd Annual  
Saint Stephens Treasure Sale

to benefit 
Food For Kids

Friday, September 6 
12:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

 & 
Saturday, September 7 

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

WE’RE HAVING A TREASURE SALE!
Saint Stephens will be hosting a Treasure Sale on 
September 6 and 7 to benefit Merrill Community Food 
For Kids! Mark your calendars now, and start putting 
all the treasures you want to leave your house into a 
pile to donate for this awesome fundraiser. We’ll also 
be looking for volunteers to help set up and run the 
sale. If you can help with organizing and set-up on 
September 5 and 6 from 3:00 - 6:00 PM, please sign 
up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. We will also be 
holding raffles during the Treasure Sale. If you have a 
new prize to donate or would like to create and donate 
a gift basket, please call the office to talk with Tina 
(715.536.7322).

Please stockpile your items of reasonable value 
(hopefully not trash -- see the restrictions below) to 
donate! 

All donations should be brought to the room between the 
Fellowship Hall and the Choir Room, but ONLY during 
d e s i g n a t e d 
drop-off times. 

No adult 
clothes or shoes 
& no electronics 
(i.e., computers, 
televisions, and 
radios) this year. 
We welcome 
clean, gently 
used furniture, 
baby and children’s clothes & shoes, toys, books, decor, 
small appliances (like blenders, dehydrators, coffee 
machines, and Nescos) & all items of value!

Donations of items will be accepted beginning Monday, 
August 19, during normal office hours. We will have 
two Saturday drop off times:  August 24 and August 31 
from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Sorry, no early drop-offs. 
If you need someone to come to pick up your items, 
please call Cliff Williams at 715.536.3515 and leave a 
message. He will return your call to make arrangements.

WE NEED LANDSCAPING VOLUNTEERS!
Do you like to dig, cut, trim, snip, mow, and weed? We’re 
looking for some volunteers for 
a landscaping project. This will 
involve digging up some bushes, 
trimming bushes, a little pruning, 
and a bit of weeding.  If that 
sounds like a great way to spend 
a summer day, please call Tina in 
the office:  715.536.7322.

CITY TREE REMOVAL
All five ash trees on the blvd. in front of the church 
will be removed by the City of Merrill Forestry Division, 
as they are becoming a potential hazard due to dead 
branches and parts of the trees dying ... such that 
another bad storm could bring them down. So the City 
is taking pre-emptive measures. We are requesting new 
tree plantings to replace the trees at the City’s earliest 
convenience when seasonally appropriate for planting.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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THIS SUNDAY, AUGUST 25 - 9:00 AM Worship -  
with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);   

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:  Worship at 6:00 PM (most weeks with Communion) 

LABOR DAY PARADE:  September 2 
TREASURE SALE:  September 6 & 7 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS:  September 8 
FALL KICKOFF SUNDAY:  September 15

OKTOBERFEST:  September 28
ANNUAL MEETING:  October 20 (Please note the date change.) 

UPCOMING EVENTS

OKTOBERFEST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Sign up in the office. Maybe you can make German potato salad, or transport and set up tables and chairs or the 
bar. Perhaps you can be a greeter, make soft pretzels, or join the clean up crew. We also need people to bake 
bars & desserts, grill brats, check IDs/distribute wristbands, sell food/drink tickets, and serve food.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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NEWS FROM THE GREEN TEAM ...
Hello again from the Green Team. Over the 
past few weeks, we’ve heard how our “modern” 
food system relies on large amounts of fossil 
fuels, and we asked you to consider whether 
organic farming, (which typically relies less on 
fossil fuel), would be a step forward or backward. 
Now what if we also learned that our “modern” 
processed foods were contributing to many of 

the health problems society faces today? There is a growing body of 
evidence that this might be the case. If so, would that tip the balance 
toward organics and less fossil fuel use? 

First let’s consider some of the evidence. In his book, The Soil and Health, Sir Albert Howard, who is considered 
the father of organic agriculture, observed over and over that farms and small communities using organic agriculture 
experienced much less illness, both in humans and animals. In his book, In Defense of Food, Michael Pollan writes 
extensively about changes in the nutritional quality of foods and what that might mean as we’ve pushed agriculture 
to produce more and more. For example, in the section entitled “From Quality to Quantity,” he uses data to write 
that today we would need to eat three apples in order to obtain the same amount of nutrients that we would have 
found in one apple grown in 1940.  

In the executive summary of the 2008-2009 report of the President’s Cancer Panel (see link below), the panel 
highlights agricultural chemicals as a potential major contributor to the growing cancer issues in our society. While 
the Green Team’s primary objective is to raise awareness regarding the climate change, we hope that any tangents 
we come across, such as our health, might also be of benefit. And let’s not forget that when our health becomes a 
problem, a lot of energy (fossil fuel) can be used in the process of trying to get well. Next week, we’ll consider one 
last aspect of food production that can reduce fossil fuels and can be as close as your back door. 

https://deainfo.nci.nih.gov/advisory/pcp/annualReports/pcp08-09rpt/PCP_Report_08-09_508.pdf

SAINT STEPHENS SOFTBALL UPDATES 
We played our championship game, but came up a little 
short losing, 17-4. “But we had a great season, winning 
our division with a record of 8-4 ... looking forward to 
next season!” says manager, Jerry Burnett. Great work, 
everyone! The team is looking good, and it looks like 
you all had a lot of fun! Anyone interested in joining 
the team for next summer is invited to talk with Jerry 
Burnett.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
https://deainfo.nci.nih.gov/advisory/pcp/annualReports/pcp08-09rpt/PCP_Report_08-09_508.pdf
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FLAT JESUS ON THE ROAD
Flat Jesus was on road last week, traveling to Nashville, TN; Lincoln, IL; and Kimberling City, (Branson), MO, for 
work and then vacation! Jesus goes with you wherever you go!

Summer Adventures of Flat Jesus ...

FLAT JESUS 
WENT ON A 
CANADIAN/
NEW ENGLAND 
CRUISE
He loves it on the 
water!

GriefShare will be held on Monday evenings 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 107 N State St., 
Merrill beginning September 9, 2019, at 6:00 
PM. Call 715.536.5482 to register.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Unfinished Business

I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. - 
1 Corinthians 3:6

At the beginning of my ministry I taught myself to cook. 
I was serving two small congregations in rural Maine. I 
was single then and rattling around the parsonage, so to 
keep myself occupied (and fed) I started reading various 
cookbooks and trying out different recipes.

I discovered I really liked to cook. I would buy the 
ingredients, follow the directions, and, at the end of the 
process, my dish either came out right or it didn’t. I 
liked that. There was no waiting around for the results.

One of the reasons I liked cooking so much was that 
it was different from my life in the church where you 
don’t see such quick results. In the church you seldom 
get the immediate sense of completion that you do in 
cooking.

I came to realize that the Christian life is more like 
gardening than it is like cooking. In the church, as in 
gardening, you plant seeds, you water and tend your 
garden, and you wait. You wait for God to give the 
growth.

Addressing a 
church fight in 
Corinth, Paul tells 
the congregation 
that the church is 
not about any one 
person. It is a team 
sport, and builds on 
what others have 
previously done. Paul founded the church in Corinth. He 
planted it, and Appollos, who came after him, watered 
it, but it was God who gave the growth.

The church’s business remains unfinished for now. 
Others will take it up. In the meantime we worship, we 
pray, we teach and learn, we care for each other and 
for our world. We move from season to season under 
God’s abiding care, waiting for that day when God’s 
great Garden will blossom and flourish over all the earth.

Prayer

Make us faithful gardeners, O God, until that time when 
you bring to completion all the faithful work done for 
your reign and realm, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

by Richard L. Floyd

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
September 8, 29 

October 6, 13, 20

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
October 6, 27 

November 3, 10

Coffee Hour 
August 25 

September 1, 8, 15, 22

Treasure Sale 
 Item Drop Off is going on 

NOW!

See Page 9 for all the details ... 
and bring in all the good “stuff” 
you no longer use or need ...

GIFT BASKETS WANTED:
Can you make and donate 
a gift basket for us to raffle 
off at the Treasure Sale? Gift 
baskets can be dropped off 
in Tina’s office. Thanks for 
helping us raise money for 
Food For Kids!!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


SUNDAY, AUGUST 25 - Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
- Rev. Lucas Williams

Worship at 9:00 AM with  
Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Special Music. 
Liturgist is Melissa Butler. 

Flowers on the altar are sponsored in loving memory of our parents, Carlos & 
Dorothy Berndt, for their August and October birthdays from their family.  

Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of John (Jack) Swope “Forever in our 
hearts, with love from your family.” 

Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 
Nursery will be staffed by Molly Lyon and Darcia Hopp. 

Ushers scheduled will be George Dintelman, Mark Woller, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 
Dornbrack, Randy Perry, Beth Houle, and Virgil Baumgart. 

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Carl & Kathy Hass, Cliff Williams, Jean & Bob 
Hoeft, Kris Smith, Jennifer Oestreich, and Jennifer Porath.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, AUGUST 26 
Still Accepting Treasure Sale Items! 
 9:00 Senior Exercse 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27 
 11:00 Kids Outreach/Taco Tuesday 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513 
 6:30 Green Team

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY, AUGUST 31 
 10:00-2:00 Treasure Sale Items 
                     Accepted
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Please complete and return Sunday School 
Registration Forms ASAP ...

• Available in the Church Office.
• On our website at:   

www.ststephensucc.net/resources/forms 

Sunday School begins 
September 15

mailto:angela@ststephensucc.net
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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