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Reflecting on Re-Member
Arriving at Re-Member, physically and mentally exhausted after an early morning 
start and a 13-hour drive, I was feeling preoccupied and self-absorbed. I indulged in 
some much needed alone time and prayed for my heart to be opened to the people, 
tasks, and lessons before me.

Having been to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation several times before, I was 
perhaps not as startled by the abject poverty as before. I’d heard the “Wisdom of the 
Elders” before and was not as shamed and shocked by the atrocities our society and 
government have committed. This does not mean I was unmoved. I believe, however, 
that I was opened to see past the hideous history, and instead focus on tiny glimpses 
of hope and good. Here is what I witnessed … 

*I’ve often said that I believe it is today’s youth who will be bold leaders in the face of 
social injustice, to speak out, stand up, and compel change. This week was another 
testimony to that. For the first time, half of our Saint Stephens group was aged 21 and 
under, and in fact, at least 50% of the force of 65 volunteers was comprised of youth.

Again and again I was awed by their commitment, generosity, wisdom, and tenacity, 
evidenced both by words and deeds. We might learn from their actions and spirits.

*”Feather 2”, the intended future site of Re-Member, was nothing more than a plot 
of land when we visited during our first trip. One building has already been built, 
and a second foundation exists. Two large hoop houses currently stand to extend 
the growing season, and large community gardens were bursting with promise and 
produce. A row of trees has been planted (Thanks to Jim Bjorklund and my husband, 
Scott) as a windbreak. 

For dinner one night, we enjoyed fresh peppers and tomatoes from this garden. The 
future expectation is to offer classes on canning and freezing, perhaps a produce 
stand, and a food truck, much like the “Bookmobile” I grew up with, to distribute 
fresh produce to those in outlying communities.

*Our tour guide at the Red Cloud School was a graduate of the school, now attending 
college. His dream is to return to Pine Ridge to open a medical transport company so 
that people can reach treatment more quickly and readily.

*The town of Pine Ridge on the reservation now has trash removal. It’s perhaps sad 
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Call the church office

We know that life is busy ... especially in summer, and 
sometimes, you’re out of town or sleeping in or 
camping or one of the other awesome things that 

make summer ... well, summer! We totally get it! Summer is 
amazing! And in Wisconsin, it ’s pretty short-lived.

The reality of things is that church attendance is usually lower in the 
summer, and there are lots of great reasons for that. The harsh reality, 
though, is that weekly (and then monthly) income also goes down as a 
result. As a church, we live week to week for our financial wellbeing. 
So we need your help. We are currently operating “in the red” ... 
BUT we are hopeful that as attendance picks up after school starts, and with 
your faithful attention, weekly giving will increase to meet our budgeted needs.

We want to ask each of you to do your part to help Saint Stephens maintain its financial commitments ... to 
our programs, our ministry, our creditors, our staff. If you will be gone on a weekend or for chunks of time, please 
consider maintaining your financial commitment to the church even if you aren’t present ... perhaps by bringing in 
your offerings during the week or bringing in several envelopes together for the weeks you missed church, or easier 
yet, by enrolling in electronic giving so you can just “set it and forget it!” It’s easy and it’s secure and it’s a great way 
to include Saint Stephens in your budget plan so we, as a church, can manage our financial resources better, too.

Thank you for your efforts and your faithfulness! Together we can achieve much. We already have. 
And we want to continue the good work we have started. 

M a n y seeds have been 
planted. Help 
us to continue 
to nurture 
them and 
watch them 
grow!

& the Living is Easy
Summertime
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that this is a major victory, but it is. In the past we saw many trailer homes with garbage bags plopped on their 
roofs. This was to keep stray dogs and rodents out of it until it could be hauled away, buried, or sometimes until 
it disintegrated. I saw only one home with garbage on its roof during this visit and did observe the garbage truck 
driving through a community.

*During one of our tour days, Scott bought us lemonade at the Taco John’s franchise in town. As he was digging in 
his pocket for the extra nickel, the native man beside him in line reached over and offered Scott the change. This 
man clearly did not have excess, and the gesture spoke volumes. 

*South Dakota State University has partnered with Re-Member in the community garden venture, and I was able to 
spend part of several days working at Rebel Earth, an off-site partnered garden, to roof an herb drying shed. There 
are plans, through ongoing grants, to grow herbs for teas and a line of essential oils. You may recall from our first 
trip my discussion about drinking warm water, but during my work at this site, I had fresh mint in my water!

*At the SDSU site, we worked side by side (in Scott’s case, literally, as they stood on adjacent roof trusses as I 
handed up tools and sheathing) with a young man from the AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in service to America) 
program. My mother has always said, “Many hands make light work,” and the teaming of multiple agencies and 
organizations certainly feels that way. His energy and dedication were inspiring, and the combination of our efforts 
and resources means the shed will be built more rapidly.

Do not mistake this progress as a sign that serving the Oglala Lakota people isn’t important or no longer needed. 
Instead, I see it as a sign of hope and a reminder that, when we work together, we can make a difference. Change 
is painfully slow, but change is visible. Injustices still exist. Poverty is multi-layered and rampant, but small steps 
forward are indeed, still forward progress. We may never be able to undo the damage done to Native Americans 

through the Wounded Knee Massacre, the Land Allotment Act, and Indian 
boarding schools, but we can do something and a lot of “somethings” can 
make a difference. Please continue to pray for our brothers and sisters at Pine 
Ridge. Learn more, take action, advocate - for we are all related, (Mitákuye 
Oyás’in). As Sunday’s Call to Worship reminded us, “Let us reach out to 
those in need, for they are our brothers and sisters in Christ. Let us move 
beyond the margins and out of our comfort zone, into the world around us.”

- Kelly Wallace

(Continued from page 1)

NEWS FROM THE GREEN TEAM ...
Over the last few weeks, notes from the 
Green Team have focused on farming and 
food since it “tis the (growing) season.” You 
may recall that one of our recent notes 
considered how some Merrill area farmers are 
moving toward “no till” planting. There are 
other farms that take these types of concepts 
even further, and they are our local organic 

farms. Small organic farms typically use much less fossil fuel inputs, 
as they often mimic or use natural processes in their farming process. 
For instance, small organic farms usually do not use synthetic pesticides or fertilizers, which require the use 
of fossil fuels to produce. Commonly, these small farms will use composted manure or other vegetable matter 
to “feed” the soil, which in turn feeds the plants and animals produced on the farm. Also, the equipment used 
by such farms are typically much smaller and lower tech compared to the large conventional farms of today. 
Human labor typically plays a much larger role. Do these sound like the farms of our grandparents or great 
grandparents? If so, this begs the question:  Are they a step forward or a step backward, as we feed ourselves 
and address climate change? The Green Team is asking you to give this some thought and we, in turn, will 
provide more “food” for thought on this in the coming weeks. The following link should help get us started:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxTfQpv8xGA
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Cliff Williams and his wife, Renee, moved to Merrill in 
1974 and joined Saint Stephens in 1975, and they and their  
family have made Saint Stephens their home away from 
home ever since. Their family has grown considerably 
since then. “Renee and I have been married for 47 years,” 

Cliff says. “We are blessed with 3 children,  18 beautiful grandchildren, 1 great grandson, and a great granddaughter 
will be welcomed in September.”

Over the years, Cliff (and Renee alongside him in many cases) have been active in many areas of church life here 
at Saint Stephens. From teaching in the Christian education program ... to purchasing food for the Food For Kids 
program, sorting it all down and getting it ready for volunteers to pack into bags for what is sometimes called the 
food in backpacks program ... to building, creating, and repairing most anything woodworking related around the 
church when asked ... to working at Food For Kids brat fries ... to picking up large items for our Treasure Sale to 
benefit Food For Kids and helping with the set up and sale itself ... and more. 

Cliff has been a member of the Church Council since the beginning of 2017 and has been Vice President of Council 
for the last two years. 2020 will be his fourth and final year for his current term on Council, and it is highly likely he 
will be elected by his peers on Council to serve as the President of Council for 2020. So how did all of that start? 
Why did Cliff even get involved in or run for Council? It’s simple, and it all comes down to three little words:  “I 
was asked,” Cliff says. 

So have YOU been asked to serve on Council? Maybe you have, and if so, we hope you’ll consider it. But maybe 
you haven’t, and yet, you’d be good at it ... you want to get involved in Saint Stephens at a higher level and learn 
more about how the church functions as a business behind the scenes and help make some of the important 
decisions that affect the present and future of Saint Stephens ... and you have the time to devote to monthly 
meetings and to perform this vital function for Saint Stephens. If this describes you and yet you haven’t been asked 
to run for Council, consider yourself asked! We NEED people like YOU to step up and help lead Saint Stephens. 
Call Tina in the office or talk to any current member of Council or talk to Rev. Lucas, and let one or more of them 
know you’d like your name on the ballot in October!

When asked his favorite thing about Saint Stephens, and likely the reason he has become so actively involved, Cliff 
responds:  “The congregation.” Literally, a church is all about the people. The people in the pews are what really 
makes a church. Even more so than the beautiful building we are blessed to have here at Saint Stephens. 

Did you know? Cliff and Renee have a “Son of Saint Stephens” in their family. For those of you newer to Saint 
Stephens, that’s a term we’ve historically used to reference men who attended and grew up at Saint Stephens and 
then went on to become a minister. (Check out their faces on the wall in the hall by the office.) (Our wall also now 
boasts a “Daughter of Saint Stephens” ... it’s not all just men anymore ... but we digress!) Cliff and Renee’s son, Burt 
Williams is on that wall ... he grew up at Saint Stephens, became a minister, and now serves as the Pastor at Roberts 
Congregational United Church of Christ in Roberts, Wisconsin. 

So what are some other tidbits that will help you get to know Cliff a bit better? “I am retired after working at 
Marathon Electric 38 years,” Cliff shares. And for fun, his life focuses on:  “Wood working, camping, grandkids,” 
though probably not exactly in that order. 

Cliff’s favorite season is:  “Fall, because of the colors and smell.” Most “exotic” place he’s ever been? “Hawaii.” 
Favorite book? “Executive Order, by Tom Clancy.” Favorite movie? “The Sting.”

Meet Cliff Williams ...

(Continued on page 5)
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Electrical Wiring Fund 
 $25.00 in memory of Tyler Holbach on his August 19th birthday from Gerald & Carol Duwe 

SPECIAL GIFTS

Other fun facts? Cliff’s favorite food(s) are, in his words, “Anything edible except dumplings.” 

One thing Cliff really can’t stand:  “Rude people.” Pet peeve? “People making judgments or assumptions without 
knowing all the facts.”

Quirky, little known factoid about Cliff:  “I like to tease people,” Cliff admits. He’s often quiet, but when he speaks, 
look for that twinkle in his eye! If that twinkle is there, chances are he might be pulling your leg!

(Continued from page 4)

ITEMS AVAILABLE THIS WEEK

SILENT AUCTION
Our silent auction resumes periodically as we discover new items and as space and time permit. This week we 
have the below items available for auction. All items are in the office with a “silent auction” type bid sheet near 
each one. Anyone interested in acquiring any of these items should stop in the office during office hours this week 
or before/after worship on Sunday, August 18, to bid on the item. Bids will be accepted in even $1 increments.  
There is a MINIMUM opening bid on each item. Each of the below items will be considered “sold” to whomever 
has the highest bid when the office opens Monday, August 19, at 8:00 AM. Items with no bids will be sold at the 
upcoming Treasure Sale or donated. Everything is sold “as is.”

Items available for auction this week, pictured below:  Vintage dark green lamp shade (dust included at no 
additional charge), with an opening minimum bid of $3; small wooden side table, with an opening minimum bid of 
$5; professional popcorn maker, with an opening minimum bid of $5; framed “Footprints” print, with an opening 
minimum bid of $1; and large rectangular offwhite vintage tablecloth, with an opening minimum bid of $3.

SAINT STEPHENS IN THE PARADE! 
We are going to be participating in the Labor Day Parade again this year. 
If anyone has a trailer/wagon that we could use, please contact Jennifer 
Porath at 715-218-2978. We also need people to ride the float/throw candy, 
walk and hand out Oktoberfest fliers, and someone to drive the float. If 
you are interested in any of these activities, please sign up on the sheet in the 

Kuck Lounge. The more the merrier! We will meet at the Church parking lot at 9:00 AM on 
September 2 so that people will have vehicles at the end of the route. If that does not work, you 
can meet us at the Merrill Manufacturing parking lot on State Street before 10:00 AM when the 

parade starts. You will just need to coordinate a ride from the end of 
the parade route.

We will plan on throwing candy, so any donations of candy  
would be greatly appreciated and can be brought  

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• September 15 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale 
Fundraiser

• September 22 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome 
Back Celebration - Kicking off a new year of 
youth group with pizza, soda, and fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed 
forms are REQUIRED. (Forms are on our website, too, 
in the Resources section. Just download the form, have 
your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring your 
friend and the completed form along.) 

HOME IMPROVEMENT & SCRIP
Are you finishing up some projects around the house 
before the end of summer? Big projects? Small projects? 
Tools ... paint ... lumber and building supplies ... 
chainsaws ... whatever it is ... don’t forget to use Scrip! 
... if you’ll be making those purchases from Menards, 
Ace Hardware, or Fleet Farm, then you can use Scrip 
and earn a nice little bonus for Saint Stephens at the 
same time! Talk to the Scrip sellers. They have some 
denominations in stock, and they can order larger 
quantities and denominations for those bigger purchases. 
It’s a great way to earn FREE money for Saint Stephens!

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays throughout the year. Feel free to 
bring your little ones ages 0 - 3 to the nursery prior to 
the start of worship where our adult volunteers will be 
happy to care for them during the service. 

ARMED INTRUDER SEMINAR
Church Mutual will sponsor an Armed Intruder Seminar 
at Saint Stephens for Church Staff and Leadership 
in September. If you are an Usher, a member of the 
Hospitality Corps, on the Church Council, a Sunday 
School Teacher, a Nursery volunteer, or a volunteer for 
Dinner @ Five, we want you to attend.

We hope that you will never need the knowledge you 
will glean from this seminar, but in this day and age, we 

know that it is better to be knowledgeable than to think that bad things never happen to good people. Knowledge 
is power. Knowledge saves lives.

So ... if you are in one of the groups listed above, please mark your calendar and make this a high priority to attend.

Armed Intruder Seminar
Saint Stephens UCC - in the Sanctuary

Monday, September 30 @ 6:00 PM

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS!
Join us Sunday, September 8, as we 
celebrate together the new school 
year! All students are invited to bring 
their backpacks and set them in front 
of the altar before worship that day. 
Then as part of worship, the kids will 
be invited forward, and we will ask 
God’s blessing on the new school 

year ahead and on the backpacks. This is a great way 
for the congregation to show their support and offering 
prayers and blessings to those heading back to school.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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BRAT FRY
TO BENEFIT

FOOD FOR KIDS

August 14
serving from 4:00 - 7:00 PM

@ The Sawmill Brewing Company
1110 E 10th Street

Merrill, WI
Brat Plate comes with brat, chips, pickles, and fixings

FREE WILL OFFERING - 
Please be generous - all money goes to buy Food For Kids!

We’re 

Having
 

A ...

Sponsored by:

                                             Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, August 19, will be:

Bratwurst with or without Sauerkraut 
Pasta Salad, Green Beans 

Dessert & Beverages

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Kristy Neuman
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Tanner Depies
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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WE NEED LANDSCAPING VOLUNTEERS!
Do you like to dig, cut, trim, snip, mow, and weed? We’re 
looking for some volunteers for 
a landscaping project. This will 
involve digging up some bushes, 
trimming bushes, a little pruning, 
and a bit of weeding.  If that 
sounds like a great way to spend 
a summer day, please call Tina in 
the office:  715.536.7322.

PRAYING FOR OUR 
NATION ... TOGETHER
The Holy Cross Sisters invite 
you to join them in prayer for 
our nation and its political 
leaders, for respect for all - 
especially immigrants and 
refugees, for liberty and 

justice for all. They will gather for public prayer in 
Holy Cross Chapel, 1500 O’ Day Street, in Merrill on 
Wednesdays at 9:40 AM. All are welcome.

ARE YOU MISSING SOME THINGS? 
We’ve come across some things that have accumulated 
in the office ... things that don’t belong to us, but they 
might belong to YOU! Were you on the Brewer bus 
trip and forgot your eye drops and/or your American 
flag chair? Did you bring goodies to Rev. Carnes or 
someone and are looking for your Pyrex casserole dish 
with carrier? These are all things that are here, but they 
don’t belong here. If these are your items, please stop 
in the office to claim them before the end of August. 
Items remaining here after the end of August will be 
donated to the Treasure Sale. 

CITY TREE REMOVAL
All five ash trees on the blvd. in front of the church 
will be removed by the City of Merrill Forestry Division, 
as they are becoming a potential hazard due to dead 
branches and parts of the trees dying ... such that 
another bad storm could bring them down. So the City 
is taking pre-emptive measures. We are requesting new 
tree plantings to replace the trees at the City’s earliest 
convenience when seasonally appropriate for planting.

PINE CREST
The August Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, August 22. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Kathy Case and 
Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams will lead the 
worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the pianist.

LISTENING TO OUR WORSHIP ON THE RADIO?
Tune your dial to 96.3 FM WJMT at 9:00 AM each Sunday 
for the best reception. It’s 
the same broadcast as on 
the AM station, but much 
better sound quality!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO RUN FOR 
CHURCH COUNCIL?
Our Annual Meeting 
this year will be 
October 13, and 
we’d like to have 
a real bonafide 
election, with more 
names on the ballot 
than open positions. 
Several people have already thrown their names 
into the ring, so to speak, to run for Council. 

What about YOU? Would you like to get involved in the 
decision making process here at Saint Stephens as a part 
of Church Council? If you’ve been a member of Saint 
Stephens for at least a year and are interested, please 
contact Tina in the office (715.536.7322) to let her 
know you’d like to be added to the October 13 ballot.

2nd Annual  
Saint Stephens Treasure Sale

to benefit 
Food For Kids

Friday, September 6 
12:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

 & 
Saturday, September 7 

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

WE’RE HAVING A TREASURE SALE!
Saint Stephens will be hosting a Treasure Sale on 
September 6 and 7 to benefit Merrill Community Food 
For Kids! Mark your calendars now, and start putting 
all the treasures you want to leave your house into a 
pile to donate for this awesome fundraiser. We’ll also 
be looking for volunteers to help set up and run the 
sale. If you can help with organizing and set-up on 
September 5 and 6 from 3:00 - 6:00 PM, please sign 
up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. We will also be 
holding raffles during the Treasure Sale. If you have a 
new prize to donate or would like to create and donate 
a gift basket, please call the office to talk with Tina 
(715.536.7322).

Please stockpile your items of reasonable value 
(hopefully not trash -- see the restrictions below) to 
donate! 

All donations should be brought to the room between the 
Fellowship Hall and the Choir Room, but ONLY during 
d e s i g n a t e d 
drop-off times. 

No adult 
clothes or shoes 
& no electronics 
(i.e., computers, 
televisions, and 
radios) this year. 
We welcome 
clean, gently 
used furniture, 
baby and children’s clothes & shoes, toys, books, decor, 
small appliances (like blenders, dehydrators, coffee 
machines, and Nescos) & all items of value!

Donations of items will be accepted beginning Monday, 
August 19, during normal office hours. We will have 
two Saturday drop off times:  August 24 and August 31 
from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Sorry, no early drop-offs. 
If you need someone to come to pick up your items, 
please call Cliff Williams at 715.536.3515 and leave a 
message. He will return your call to make arrangements.

FOOD FOR KIDS
Want to make a donation to support  
the Merrill Community Food for Kids 
program Saint Stephens adopted? 
Make your check payable to:  Food 
for Kids.

MEM POTLUCK DINNER & 
MEETING
The Medical Equipment Ministry 
(MEM) is a free lending program 
of medical equipment to those in 
need. Volunteers clean and sanitize 
returned or donated equipment. 
Additional volunteers are always 

welcome. If you are interested in volunteering a few 
hours one or two months a year, please join the MEM 
volunteers for our annual potluck dinner and meeting 
on Thursday, August 22, 2019. Please call Jerry Geiss for 
more details 715-563-9229.

SAINT STEPHENS SOFTBALL 
UPDATES
We finished all our division games 
and our team (Saint Stephens/
St. Peter’s Schofield) finished in 
first place with a 8-4 record ... 
but we do have one more game 

to play this Sunday at 3:00 at Faith Lutheran to finish 
our tournament championship game. We hope you’ll 
come out to cheer us on, have fun, and support the 
concessions stands one last time for our last game!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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THIS SUNDAY, AUGUST 18 - 9:00 AM Worship -  
with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);   

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:  Worship at 6:00 PM (most weeks with Communion) 

LABOR DAY PARADE:  September 2 
TREASURE SALE:  September 6 & 7 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS:  September 8 
FALL KICKOFF SUNDAY:  September 15

OKTOBERFEST:  September 28
ANNUAL MEETING:  October 13 

UPCOMING EVENTS

OKTOBERFEST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Sign up in the office. Maybe you can make German potato salad, or transport and set up tables and chairs or the 
bar. Perhaps you can be a greeter, make soft pretzels, or join the clean up crew. We also need people to bake 
bars & desserts, grill brats, check IDs/distribute wristbands, sell food/drink tickets, and serve food.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Saint Stephens UCC 
Sunday School and Faith Formation 

 
Registration Form:  2019-2020 Program Year

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION:  SEPTEMBER 8, 2019

Child’s Information:
First Name: _________________ Middle Name: _________________ Last Name: _____________________
Birth date:(mm/dd/yyyy): _________________________  Age: ____________
Telephone #:________________________________
Address: _____________________________________City/State: _______________ZIP Code: ____________ 
School Attending: ___________________________________________________ Grade Level: ___________
Parents/Guardians Name(s): _________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact: _________________________________________Telephone #:_____________________
Student Email: ______________________________  Parent Email: __________________________________

To Whom It May Concern:
This is permission for __________________________________ to attend the Sunday School or Faith 
Formation classes at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ during the 2019-2020 program year. I/we 
agree to hold the church, its members, officers, and pastors blameless in the event of an accident of any 
kind during such events.  Further, I/we give permission to adult teachers to obtain medical treatment for 
the above named minor if this becomes necessary.
 

____________________________________________________ 
Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature
Printed name:________________________________________ Date:__________________ 

Medical Release Form

Parent/Guardian’s Name: ________________________________________Work Phone:__________________  
Alternative Emergency Contact Name: _________________________________  Phone: ________________
Physician:   ______________________________________________________Phone: ___________________
Medical Plan Name and Number:_____________________________________________________________

Please list any allergies or other medical information we should know:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you give permission for the church to publish pictures and/or name of your child in the weekly 
newsletter and/or social media or other media?      ________ Yes      ________ No

Do you want to receive text messages regarding children’s or youth activities scheduled at Saint Stephens 
UCC this program year?  (If so, please list cell numbers here and attach a name.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Any other information about your child you think we should be aware of?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FLAT JESUS WENT TO RE-MEMBER
Flat Jesus walked and worked alongside our volunteers from Saint Stephens 
and others who joined our group at the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation! 
There was much to learn, much to appreciate, much work to do, and much 
love to give and receive.

Where are you going this summer? Take Flat Jesus with you! Take a pictures, 
and send it in to share it. We love seeing his adventures!

Summer Adventures of Flat Jesus ...

FREE WORKSHOPS COMING TO SAINT STEPHENS
September 29 @ 10:15 AM -- Your Legacy:  Family, Church and Charity

October 27 @ 10:15 AM -- Parents, Teens and Money Matters
November 17 @ 10:15 AM -- 5 Keys to Retiring Fearinglessly

Refreshments will be served. 
No cost, no obligation workships. 

Hosted by Kelly O’Day of Thrivent Financial.

Please RSVP:  715.218.7575

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


August 13, 2019
Page 13THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
We’ve Come This Far

“By faith Abraham obeyed… By faith he stayed… By 
faith he received…” - Hebrews 11:8-11 (NRSV)

The writer of Hebrews is on a roll. He is working himself 
up to make a point, and it’s a good one:

This blessed path we call life is made by putting one 
foot in front of the other and taking one risky leap after 
another—in faith, without a net.

Every time we say “yes” to hope, life starts over again. 
Whenever we trust the power of love, an entirely 
different future begins to take shape. Greatness becomes 
possible when we are willing to become fools.

There are no guarantees, of course. That’s what makes 

it faith. Still, history suggests that God is faithful even 
when we are not, that miracles can happen even after 
we’ve laughed in God’s face.

The road that got us here was paved by flawed people 
who trusted God’s promise of life abundant. By faith 
they had received a vision of another, better world, and 
so they kept going even when they could not see the 
way forward.

Take a moment today to remember and give thanks for 
your heroes in faith, both the ancestors who made your 
sweet life possible and the current companions who 
inspire you every day. Take another moment to recall 
the twists and turns in your own journey, taking special 
note of what happened when you risked everything, and 
how that ever-unspooling thread of grace kept pulling 
you forward.

With that in mind, consider again the challenges ahead. 
Trusting in what is yet unseen, resolve to run the race 
with perseverance and hope and love.

Prayer

Trustworthy God, we’ve come this far by faith. Don’t let 
us turn around now. Amen.

by Vicki Kemper

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

September 1, 8, 29 
October 6, 13, 20

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

August 18 
October 6, 20, 27 
November 3, 10

Coffee Hour 
August 18, 25 

September 1, 8, 15, 22

Treasure Sale 
 Item Drop Off begins  

August 19!

See Page 9 for all the details 
... and start saving your good 

“stuff” ...

GIFT BASKETS WANTED:
Can you make and donate 
a gift basket for us to 
raffle off at the Treasure 
Sale? Gift baskets can 
be dropped off in Tina’s 
office. Thanks for helping 
us raise money for Food 
For Kids!!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


SUNDAY, AUGUST 18 - Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
- Rev. Lucas Williams

Worship at 9:00 AM with  
Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 

Musician is Darlene Johnson. 
Liturgist is Mary Wilson. 

Flowers on the altar are sponsored in loving memory of Tyler Holbach for this 
birthday on August 19, Love Mom, Dad, and Tanner.  

Radio Ministry is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 

Nursery will be staffed by Beth Badeau and Jennifer Porath. 
Ushers scheduled will be Lloyd Buck, David Buck, Matt Buck, Kelly & Phil 

Natzke, Pam & Jeff Hetfeld, Kristine Smith, and Tim Seidler. 
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Randy Perry, Mary Maluegge, Marge Johnson, 

Bonnie Koelsch, Lottie Ziemke, Jerry & Shelly Burnett, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 
Dornbrack, and George Dintelman.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, AUGUST 19 
Begin Accepting Treasure Sale Items! 
 9:00 Senior Exercse 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, AUGUST 20 
 11:00 Kids Outreach/Taco Tuesday 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513 
 6:30 Ushers Meeting

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship with Communion 
 7:00 Sunday School Teacher Meeting

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, AUGUST 23 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY, AUGUST 24 
 10:00-2:00 Treasure Sale Items 
                     Accepted
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Sunday School Registration Forms
are now Available

• On page 11
• Available in the Church Office.
• On our website at:   

www.ststephensucc.net/resources/forms 

Sunday School begins 
September 15

mailto:angela@ststephensucc.net
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/

