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Remember the Name
I’m starting this week’s Interpreter article with a question. The question is:  “What 
is one of the first words you would try teaching a baby?” Take a moment and think 
about it, and then in the space below, write your answer or answers. Once you’ve 
done that, keep on reading. 

When I first answered the question myself, my answers were:  
mom and dad. I’m curious, what words did you write down? 
Did you put the same ones as I did? Did you think of and write 
something I didn’t? I wonder how many of us wrote their name 
down as an answer. I also wonder if you didn’t, like me, why 
didn’t you, why didn’t we? Is it because we just forgot? Or is it 
because of something deeper?

Our name is important, because it is our identity. Yet, I wonder 
how many of us worry about what other people might say or 
think about us. I also wonder if we recognize that when we 
worry about those things, that we actually let others control 
who we are and what we do.

Basically, we are giving them control of us, our name, our identity.

So, what if we didn’t let what others think about us control who we are? I think that 
if we are able to do that, then we would be the person that God made us to be; we 
would be our God-given identity. Living into our own name will help each of us 
understand and know who we are and whose we are. And that, sisters and brothers, 
changes everything.

Think about it this way. If your name meant you were, as Psalm 139:14 says, “fearfully 
and wonderfully made,” the way you view yourself would change. Or if you knew, as 
1 Corinthians 6:19 says, “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own,” would 
your identity not be influenced? Our name carries with it everything, including God’s 
purpose for us.

Thankfully, it’s not a one way street. This past Sunday, I briefly mentioned that all of 
our names are encompassed in the name God. So, just as God is in our name, we 
are in God’s name.

And that means we have a place in the Kingdom of God. A place that says no matter 
who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you/your identity/your name matter(s) 
to God.

Sisters and brothers, remember your name, not the name others would want you to 
manifest and live as, but the name that is 100% you. Yes, even with all of the setbacks 
and pitfalls, you have a place in the Kingdom of God.

Friends, may God bless the journey ahead and grant us the strength to live for today.
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Call the church office

W e know that life is busy ... especially in summer, and 
sometimes, you’re out of town or sleeping in or 
camping or one of the other awesome things that 

make summer ... well, summer! We totally get it! Summer is 
amazing! And in Wisconsin, it ’s pretty short-lived.

The reality of things is that church attendance is usually lower in the 
summer, and there are lots of great reasons for that. The harsh reality, 
though, is that weekly (and then monthly) income also goes down as a 
result. As a church, we live week to week for our financial wellbeing. 
So we need your help.

We want to ask each of you to do your part to help Saint Stephens maintain its 
financial commitments ... to our programs, our ministry, our creditors, our staff. If you will be 
gone on a weekend or for chunks of time, please consider maintaining your financial commitment to the church 
even if you aren’t present ... perhaps by bringing in your offerings during the week or bringing in several envelopes 
together for the weeks you missed church, or easier yet, by enrolling in electronic giving so you can just “set it and 
forget it!” It’s easy and it’s secure and it’s a great way to include Saint Stephens in your budget plan so we, as a 
church, can manage our financial resources better, too.

Thank you for your efforts and your faithfulness! Together we can achieve much. We already have. And we 
want to continue the good work we have started. 

Many seeds have been planted. 
Help us to continue to 

nurture them 
and watch 
them grow!

& the Living is Easy
Summertime
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ITEMS AVAILABLE THIS WEEK

SILENT AUCTION
Our silent auction resumes periodically as we discover new items and as space and time permit. This week we 
have the below items available for auction. All items are in the office with a “silent auction” type bid sheet near 
each one. Anyone interested in acquiring any of these items should stop in the office during office hours this week 
or before/after worship on Sunday, August 11, to bid on the item. Bids will be accepted in even $1 increments.  
There is a MINIMUM opening bid on each item. Each of the below items will be considered “sold” to whomever 
has the highest bid when the office opens Monday, August 12, at 8:00 AM. Items with no bids will be sold at the 
upcoming Treasure Sale or donated. Everything is sold “as is.”

Items available for auction this week, pictured below:  Six pairs of clear vases (12 in all), with an opening minimum 
bid of $5; Collection of Christmas and other holiday decorations, with an opening minimum bid of $2, Box 
of colored vases, flower pots, and miscellaneous, with an opening minimum bid of $1; Pair of artificial pink 
geraniums in flower boxes, with an opening minimum bid of $2; Stack of miscellaneous books, with an opening 
minimum bid of $1.

SAINT STEPHENS 
UNITED CHURCH OF 

CHRIST
celebrates 
136 years!

Saint Stephens 
Evangelical 

Congregation 
was organized and 

chartered on
August 5, 1883

Living River Concert
at the Gazebo at Normal Park, Merrill

Friday, August 23, 6:00 PM 

Hamburgers, brats, and walking tacos  
beginning at 5:00 PM 

In case of rain, the concert and meal will take place at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 107 N State Street, Merrill.

LISTENING TO OUR WORSHIP ON THE RADIO?
Tune your dial to 96.3 WJMT at 9:00 AM each Sunday 
for the best reception. It’s 
the exact same broadcast 
as on the AM station, but 
much better sound quality!
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• September 15 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale 
Fundraiser

• September 22 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome 
Back Celebration - Kicking off a new year of 
youth group with pizza, soda, and fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed 
forms are REQUIRED. (Forms are on our website, too, 
in the Resources section. Just download the form, have 
your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring your 
friend and the completed form along.) 

WHAT A GIFT! 
Saint Stephens collected 3 quilts, 
3 blankets, 41 pillows, 41 new 
twin sheet sets, 14 flat or fitted 
sheets, and 1 pillowcase set, in 
addition to a donation of 20 
quilts (1 baby, 5 toddler, and 14 
twin to queen size), 28 hats for 
elementary school age children, 
12 gently used flannel pillow 
cases, and baby booties and hats made by Stoney Monte and a friend 
who live in Marshfield, and asked us to transport the items they made for 
the families on the Pine Ridge Reservation. 

We also received donations of school supplies:  notebooks, crayons, 
construction paper, scissors, and more ... for our group to take with them  
for the kids living on the Rez. 

What a beautiful, bountiful, blissful looking pile!  All safely delivered to the 
Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota as our gift from Saint Stephens (and some new friends of Saint Stephens), as 
the group organized by Saint Stephens is now in South Dakota helping with projects. We’ll get to hear more about 
their trip in next week’s Interpreter. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT & SCRIP
Are you doing any home improvement projects this 
summer? Whether it’s a small thing like installing a new 
faucet or a huge project like building a new garage; 
perhaps you need a new Dewalt cordless drill to 
construct a fence or a chainsaw to clear up some trees 
or brush; it might be that you’re freshening up rooms 
with a new coat of paint; or maybe you’re buying a 
new weed wacker or riding lawnmower ... if you’ll be 
making those purchases from Menards, Ace Hardware, 
or Fleet Farm, then you can use Scrip and earn a nice 
little bonus for Saint Stephens at the same time! Talk 
to the Scrip sellers. They have some denominations 
in stock, and they can order larger quantities and 
denominations for those bigger purchases.

USHERS MEETING
Please mark your calendars for our next Usher’s Meeting. 
It will be held here at the church on Tuesday, August 20, 
at 6:30 PM.

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays throughout the year. Feel free to 
bring your little ones ages 0 - 3 to the nursery prior to 
the start of worship where our adult volunteers will be 
happy to care for them during the service. 
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BRAT FRY
TO BENEFIT

FOOD FOR KIDS

August 14
serving from 4:00 - 7:00 PM

@ The Sawmill Brewing Company
1110 E 10th Street

Merrill, WI
Brat Plate comes with brat, chips, pickles, and fixings

FREE WILL OFFERING - 
Please be generous - all money goes to buy Food For Kids!

We’re 

Having
 

A ...

Sponsored by:

                                             Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, August 12, will be:

Baked Ham, Mashed Potatoes 
Mixed Veggies, Lettuce Salad 

Dessert & Beverages

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Kristy Neuman
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Tanner Depies
Clergy:  Rev. Lucas Williams
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SEARCH FOR SENIOR MINISTER
The Search Team has completed our Church Profile and sent it to 
the Associate Conference Minister who validated it. It has now 
been posted nationally so that ministers who are looking for a 
new church can see it and, if interested, submit their profile for 
our Search Team to review and consider. We’re on our way ... the 
process of finding a new Senior Minister has begun ... Stepping 
Forward Together! May the Holy Spirit lead us ...

In the meantime, Rev. Lucas has been designated as Associate 
Pastor with Interim Responsibilities, and Rev. Wayne is here on 
Tuesdays as our Pastoral Liason.

PRAYING FOR OUR 
NATION ... TOGETHER
The Holy Cross Sisters invite 
you to join them in prayer for 
our nation and its political 
leaders, for respect for all - 
especially immigrants and 
refugees, for liberty and 

justice for all. They will gather for public prayer in 
Holy Cross Chapel, 1500 O’ Day Street, in Merrill on 
Wednesdays at 9:40 AM. All are welcome.

BRAT FRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Come and help with our August 14 Food For Kids Brat 
Fry! Sign up is on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge!

ARE YOU MISSING SOME THINGS? 
We’ve come across some things that have accumulated in the office ... things that don’t belong to us, but they 
might belong to YOU! Were you on the Brewer bus trip and forgot your eye drops and/or your American flag 
chair? Did you bring goodies to Rev. Carnes or someone and are looking for your Pyrex casserole dish with carrier? 
Or perhaps your metal serving tray with handles? Did you bring in a set of goblets recently and set them down 
in the office? 

These are all things that are here, but they don’t belong here. If these are your items, please stop in the office to 
claim them before the end of August. Items remaining here after the end of August will be donated to the Treasure 
Sale. 

CITY TREE REMOVAL
All five ash trees on the blvd. in front of the church 
will be removed by the City of Merrill Forestry Division, 
as they are becoming a potential hazard due to dead 
branches and parts of the trees dying ... such that 
another bad storm could bring them down. So the City 
is taking pre-emptive measures. We are requesting new 
tree plantings to replace the trees at the City’s earliest 
convenience when seasonally appropriate for planting.

BRAT FRY SUCCESS!
Our July Brat Fry raised $868 for Food For Kids! Thank 
you to everyone who came out and to the volunteers!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO RUN FOR 
CHURCH COUNCIL?
Our Annual Meeting 
this year will be 
October 13, and 
we’d like to have 
a real bonafide 
election, with more 
names on the ballot 
than open positions. 
Several people 
have already thrown their names into 
the ring, so to speak, to run for Council. 

What about YOU? Would you like to get involved in the 
decision making process here at Saint Stephens as a part 
of Church Council? If you’ve been a member of Saint 
Stephens for at least a year and are interested, please 
contact Tina in the office (715.536.7322) to let her 
know you’d like to be added to the October 13 ballot.

2nd Annual  
Saint Stephens Treasure Sale

to benefit 
Food For Kids

Friday, September 6 
12:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

 & 
Saturday, September 7 

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

WE’RE HAVING A TREASURE SALE!
Saint Stephens will be hosting a Treasure Sale on 
September 6 and 7 to benefit Merrill Community Food 
For Kids! Mark your calendars now, and start putting 
all the treasures you want to leave your house into a 
pile to donate for this awesome fundraiser. We’ll also 
be looking for volunteers to help set up and run the 
sale. If you can help with organizing and set-up on 
September 5 and 6 from 3:00 - 6:00 PM, please sign 
up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. We will also be 
holding raffles during the Treasure Sale. If you have a 
new prize to donate or would like to create and donate 
a gift basket, please call the office to talk with Tina 
(715.536.7322).

Please stockpile your items of reasonable value 
(hopefully not trash -- see the restrictions below) to 
donate! 

All donations should be brought to the room between the 
Fellowship Hall and the Choir Room, but ONLY during 
d e s i g n a t e d 
drop-off times. 

No adult 
clothes or shoes 
& no electronics 
(i.e., computers, 
televisions, and 
radios) this year. 
We welcome 
clean, gently 
used furniture, 
baby and children’s clothes & shoes, toys, books, decor, 
small appliances (like blenders, dehydrators, coffee 
machines, and Nescos) & all items of value!

Donations of items will be accepted beginning Monday, 
August 19, during normal office hours. We will have 
two Saturday drop off times:  August 24 and August 31 
from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Sorry, no early drop-offs. 
If you need someone to come to pick up your items, 
please call Cliff Williams at 715.536.3515 and leave a 
message. He will return your call to make arrangements.

FOOD FOR KIDS
Want to make a donation to support  
the Merrill Community Food for Kids 
program Saint Stephens adopted? 
Make your check payable to:  Food 
for Kids.

MEM POTLUCK DINNER & 
MEETING
The Medical Equipment Ministry 
(MEM) is a free lending program 
of medical equipment to those in 
need. Volunteers clean and sanitize 
returned or donated equipment. 
Additional volunteers are always 

welcome. If you are interested in volunteering a few 
hours one or two months a year, please join the MEM 
volunteers for our annual potluck dinner and meeting 
on Thursday, August 22, 2019. Please call Jerry Geiss for 
more details 715-563-9229.

WE NEED LANDSCAPING VOLUNTEERS!
Do you like to dig, cut, trim, snip, mow, and weed? We’re 
looking for some volunteers for 
a landscaping project. This will 
involve digging up some bushes, 
trimming bushes, a little pruning, 
and a bit of weeding.  If that 
sounds like a great way to spend 
a summer day, please call Tina in 
the office:  715.53.67322.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Judy Heath is a member of Saint Stephens and has 
been a member of the Church Council since the 
beginning of 2018. She will be running for re-election 

to a second term this October. She recalls how she felt 
before her name appeared on the ballot in the fall of 

2017:  “I was approached to consider being on Council and my first thought was that I didn’t qualify or was not 
worthy of such a position but decided it would be an honor to serve the church in this capacity,” Judy says. “It has 
been a great experience, and I have learned so much about what is involved in the day to day work at the church 

– and it is much more than simply Sunday worship.”

“I would encourage anyone that is curious, has questions, and wants to learn more about the church to please put 
your name on the ballot for the fall election,” she continues.

“There is so much to love about Saint Stephens, it is impossible to narrow it down to one thing!” says Judy. “I love 
the beauty of the church;  I love the friendly, open and welcoming attitude of the church. 

Judy recalls her journey to Saint Stephens. “I was raised in the Catholic church,” she says, “but Saint Stephens has 
always been my second church. My Dad was raised at Saint Stephens, and I remember when I was a little girl 
coming to Saint Stephens with my Grandma Lillian Zimmerman and thinking what a beautiful church and loved 
the choir and the whole congregation singing. Saint Stephens is also [my husband] Greg’s family church ... we were 
planning our lives together. It was the natural choice for me to join Saint Stephens.”

Judy and her husband, Greg, raised their family here in Merrill and at Saint Stephens. “We have two sons, Ryan and 
Doug. Ryan is a physical education teacher at Lakeland Union High School in Minocqua; and Doug is a supervisor 
at Premier Dryer and Vacs in Merrill,” Judy says. “Greg is retired and I am counting down the days (years) when I 
will be able to do the same. ... I am a Customer Service Representative at UMR. I have been working from home 
for just over six months and it is great!”

Being at home suits Judy well. “I am pretty much a homebody,” she says. “I enjoy spending time out in the yard 
and flower gardens, sitting on the deck watching the birds, and relaxing with a book or doing the daily puzzle in 
the newspaper. I love spending time with family and getting together for holidays, football parties or game night.”

When asked what other things she likes, she replies:  “I do like a good steak, with baked potato and a salad.” But 
favorites of things? Um, no. “I am not a fan of trying to pick a ‘favorite’ when variety is the spice of life,” she says 
when asked about her favorite books. “However, I do enjoy a good mystery,” she clarifies. “I particularly enjoy the 
Women’s Murder Club series by James Patterson.” Movies? Same thing. “Again, I cannot choose just one movie that 
I like best,” she responds. 

When asked about a favorite season, Judy debates:  “Each season has its positives and some not so great aspects,” 
she says. “Winter – who doesn’t love Christmas, but oh the cold and snow; Spring brings new life with the flowers 
and green grass, but it seems to be such a short season; Summer is great with the warmth of the sun and the long 
days, but the humidity can be almost unbearable. And then there is Autumn – with the beautiful changing leaves 
and the cooler temperatures. Hmmm, I can’t really think of a negative to Autumn. If I had to pick a favorite, it 
appears Autumn would be the winner.”

One thing she does love ... “Photography is something that has always been an interest of mine. [I] love to take 
pictures of nature – animals, flowers, trees, storm clouds – All things that represent God’s magnificent glory,” Judy 
says. 

Meet Judy Heath ...

(Continued on page 5)
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NEWS FROM THE GREEN 
TEAM ...
Greetings from the Green 
Team. Remember the snow 
last February and our recent 
discussion of wet conditions 
farmers faced this year? Science 
has shown that as the earth 
warms, more water vapor 

enters the atmosphere, creating conditions for these 
heavier precipitation events. In addition, when warming 
conditions cause glaciers to melt, it also causes sea 
levels to rise, which in turn creates problems for coastal 
areas. The following article describes this happening just 
last week.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2019/08/01/
greenland-ice-sheet-poured-billion-tons-water-into-
north-atlantic-july-alone/?utm_term=.29b4575e03f9

Check back with us again in the following weeks when 
we return to our discussion of how changes in how we 
produce food can be of help.

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Radio 
 $190.00 in memory of Steven Michael Rajek, our beloved son, husband, father, and brother. Forever in our hearts, with 
   love from your Family. “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”  
  2 Timothy 4:7 

SPECIAL GIFTS

NOISY OFFERING
This past Sunday, August 4, we collected a fun and very noisy offering for 
Food For Kids! All of those quarters, dimes, nickels and pennies made a 
blessed, holy racket, and totaled up to $501.45, plus some people threw in 
bills, so we raised a grand total of $527.54 for Merrill Community Food For 
Kids. What a joyful noise! Thank you! Keep saving your change ... we’ll do 
this once per quarter. Our next noisy offering will be November 3..

She is also a bit more definitive about things she dislikes. “People that steal from others!” she says. “It is such an 
invasion into someone’s life to have their belongings that they worked hard for or that have great sentimental value 
taken from them.” And pet peeve? “The lack of common sense in the world.”

When it comes to making a difference as a member of Council, Judy focuses on the glue that holds the “business” 
of a church together:  the finances. Dues. Tithing. Giving. Money. Whatever you want to call it, it’s what keeps 
the lights and heat on, and a whole lot more. She explains:  “One of the greatest things I have learned from being 
on Council is how important it is to the church to give regularly and consistently. – Even when you are away and 
not actually present at a service, the church still relies on that contribution. The technology of giving electronically 
makes it is so easy to make my contributions on a weekly basis; I don’t have to worry about forgetting. I would like 
to find a way to get that message out to the congregation.”

If everyone reads to the end of this article, then you just have, Judy. Now that the message is out, we hope many 
parishioners will take action on that message.

(Continued from page 4)

THANK YOU CHURCH MUTUAL EMPLOYEES!
Church Mutual employees held a Jean’s Day at work and 
earmarked the proceeds for Merrill Community Food 
For Kids. And what a success! They donated $1,455 to 
the Merrill Community Food For Kids program! Thank 
you, Church Mutual Employees!

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store 
is looking for volunteers to 

work with store staff in the following areas:
Clothing - Housewares - Crafts - Linens - Electronics

If you are interested, please call 715.539.1131. 
Help them help others ...

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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THIS SUNDAY, AUGUST 11 - 9:00 AM Worship -  
with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);   

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:  Worship at 6:00 PM (most weeks with Communion) 

FALL KICKOFF SUNDAY:  September 15
OKTOBERFEST:  September 28

ANNUAL MEETING:  October 13 
TRIVIA NIGHT (to benefit Saint Stephens):  October 26 

TOTENFEST:  November 24 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY:  December 8

UPCOMING EVENTS

OKTOBERFEST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Sign up in the office. Maybe you can make German potato salad, or transport and set up tables and chairs or the 
bar. Perhaps you can be a greeter, make soft pretzels, or join the clean up crew. We also need people to bake 
bars & desserts, grill brats, check IDs/distribute wristbands, sell food/drink tickets, and serve food.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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NEW PEW ATTENDANCE FOLDERS
You may have noticed something new in worship ... Attendance folders/pads in the pews. First, you should know 
these are not about taking the attendance of individual members. We won’t be recording your personal attendance 
anywhere. It’s the overall numbers we need. (The originals get shredded.)

The Wisconsin conference requires us to report certain statistics annually, and weekly attendance/average 
attendance is one of those numbers. We need real, actual, and accurate attendance numbers to calculate that data. 
For other services the church uses, we are also assessed charges or fees ... and they are often based on average 

attendance. So this number is important, so we aren’t paying more 
than our fair share.

We’ve heard some concerns about the pew attendance folders, and 
we’ve listened. So if for any reason you are uncomfortable putting your 
name down, then don’t include your name; we just need an accurate 
count. For example, if you and your spouse are attending, you can 
simply put a 2 in the “member of this church” box. If you’re attending 
with your spouse and three kids, put a 5 in the “member of this church” 
box (see example), 
and so on. 

However, if you 
are a member and 
desire that the 
pastor call you, we 
ask that you mark 
the corresponding 
box and provide at 
least your name so 
the pastor knows who to contact.

We also want visitors to complete the pew pads for that accurate count 
and so that, if they wish to join Saint Stephens, we can follow up with them (and also get their contact information 
so we can invite them to a new member gathering).

(It’s also a great way to figure out the name of that couple who has been sitting in the same pew with you for the 
last three years!) 

So grab the pad in the pew, complete your family’s data (whether names and numbers or just a number), and then 
pass it on to the next person so they can complete their information, as well.

ARMED INTRUDER SEMINAR
Church Mutual will sponsor an Armed Intruder Seminar 
at Saint Stephens for Church Staff and Leadership 
in September. If you are an Usher, a member of the 
Hospitality Corps, on the Church Council, a Sunday 
School Teacher, a Nursery volunteer, or a volunteer for 
Dinner @ Five, we want you to attend.

We hope that you will never need the knowledge you 
will glean from this seminar, but in this day and age, we 

know that it is better to be knowledgeable than to think that bad things never happen to good people. Knowledge 
is power. Knowledge saves lives.

So ... if you are in one of the groups listed above, please mark your calendar and make this a high priority to attend.

Armed Intruder Seminar
Saint Stephens UCC - in the Sanctuary

Monday, September 30 @ 6:00 PM

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FLAT JESUS 
GOES HIKING
Flat Jesus went 
hiking at a park 
to enjoy some 
of our beautiful 
W i s c o n s i n 
s u m m e r 
weather! 

Summer Adventures of Flat Jesus ...

SAINT STEPHENS SOFTBALL UPDATES
Last Sunday, August 4, we played St. Paul’s Irma/St. Peter’s Hamburg. Our Team 
Manager Jerry Burnett reports, “We gave it our best effort but came up short, losing 
23-17.” Our last scheduled game is next Sunday, August 11, at 3:30 PM on the Faith 
Lutheran Church ball field. We will be playing Immanuel/St. Paul’s Hamburg. Come 
on out and have some fun with us! Support the concessions stands and enjoy the 
game!

FLAT JESUS AT 
ONEFEST!

What better 
place to find 
Flat Jesus than at 
Onefest, where 
Christian  music 
lovers gather to 
praise him in 
song!! 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
God, Help Me Not to Mess This Up

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my 
redeemer.”- Psalm 19

Every Sunday, before I preach, I ask the congregation to 
join me in prayer and I repeat this verse from Scripture. 
Maybe your pastor does too. That’s because reciting 
Psalm 19 is really just the pastor’s way of saying “God, 
help me not to mess this up.”

It is a humbling thing to stand at the pulpit with a piece 
of Scripture and try to interpret it for God’s people 
today. Preachers depend on the Holy Spirit to guide 

them in the right direction, but every preacher knows 
it’s possible to mishear that same Spirit and project our 
own ideas onto the text instead. And so, many of us 
recite these words as a sort of plea to God to use us to 
proclaim God’s message, and not our own.

But this is not just a pastor’s text. Because standing at the 
pulpit and speaking is not the only way to preach. Each 
of us preaches each day with our lives. On a good day, 
we preach the Gospel by the way we live. On a not-so-
good day, we preach our own misunderstandings of it.

And so, what would it be like if we each started our day 
with a quick prayer asking God to help us not mess up? 
Maybe we could use the words of Psalm 19. Maybe we 
could use our own. Regardless, what if we just asked 
God to help us to be the best possible messengers of 
God’s love that day?

We each have a pulpit. May God help us to preach from 
the pulpits of our lives without messing up . . . at least 
too much.

Prayer

O God, help me to not mess this up today. Amen.

by Emily C. Heath

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

August 11, 18 
September 1, 8, 29

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

August 18 
October 6, 20, 27 
November 3, 10

Coffee Hour 
August 11, 18, 25 

September 1, 8, 15, 22

EAGLES CLUB DONATES TO 
FOOD FOR KIDS
Just as their motto suggests, the 
Eagles  are all about “People 
Helping People!” At a recent Eagles 
Producer Party, they saved all of 
their tips from the evening to donate 
to the Merrill Community Food For 
Kids program ... $100 in tips, to be 
exact. Thank you, Eagles Club!

Treasure Sale 
 Item Drop Off begins  

August 19!

See Page 7 for all the details 
... and start saving your good 

“stuff” ...

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


SUNDAY, AUGUST 11- Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
- Rev. Lucas Williams

Worship at 9:00 AM with  
Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 

Musicians are Marlene Graap and the Church Mutual Choir. 
Liturgist is Melissa Butler. 

Flowers on the altar are unsponsored at the time of this printing.  
Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of Cora Will from Fred Will &  

Phyllis Frederick. 
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 

Nursery will be staffed by Jodi Golisch and Family. 
Ushers scheduled will be Lloyd Buck, David Buck, Matt Buck, Kelly & Phil 

Natzke, Pam & Jeff Hetfeld, Kristine Smith, and Tim Seidler. 
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Randy Perry, Mary Maluegge, Marge Johnson, 

Bonnie Koelsch, Lottie Ziemke, Jerry & Shelly Burnett, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 
Dornbrack, and George Dintelman.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, AUGUST 12 
 9:00 Senior Exercse 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:15 Exec. Committee 
 6:00 Church Council 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, AUGUST 13 
 11:00 Kids Outreach/Taco Tuesday 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 4:00-7:00 Food For Kids Brat Fry @  
                 The Sawmill 
 6:00 Worship

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 4:00 Food For Kids Meeting 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Sunday School Registration Forms
are now available in the Church Office.

Watch next week’s Interpreter ... we’ll have a 
registration form printed in that edition for your 
convenience.

Registration forms are also available  
on our website at:   

www.ststephensucc.net/resources/forms

Sunday School begins 
September 15

mailto:angela@ststephensucc.net
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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