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My Journey: Lay Academy Year One

When I first read an article in The Interpreter about Lay Academy, I was 
interested enough to check it out on the UCC website. Once I read that it 
was a four year class, I was admittedly less interested. Though I decided 

that it was not what I wanted to do at the time, I was drawn back to the article in 
The Interpreter a few times, but kept thinking about the four years of schooling ... A 
few weeks later, Pastor Lucas approached me and asked me if I would be interested. 
My first instinct was to say no, but instead I said I would think about it. I recalled 
Reverend Kyle once had a sermon about going outside of your comfort zone - that 
when you feel that uncomfortable feeling like dread, maybe it’s the spirit pushing you 
towards something. I felt that uncomfortable dread in the pit of my stomach, and I 
was feeling scared of the unknown, yet excited at what I could learn there. I prayed 
on it and felt the spirit move me to say yes, and I am grateful that I did.  

One of the first lessons I learned is that we are never alone, ever. There is always 
someone struggling with something, whether it’s understanding what you read in 
the Bible, writing a paper for school, or writing a sermon. I found that I needed to 
reach out for help or just talk with someone numerous times during this first year of 
lay academy. I am blessed to be surrounded by those willing to talk about the Bible 
or what I am learning to help me better understand what I am learning or struggling 
with on an assignment. We all struggle with something, but know this, you are not 
going through it alone. We need only to reach out to others in our community to find 
companionship, help with a task, or a shoulder to lean on. My brothers and sisters in 
faith, God is always with us; we need only seek God to find that God was beside us 
the entire time and that God sends us help through others.

I have learned that there is not a right or wrong way to believe. There seem to be 
checklists in some religions to prove your love and faith to God. There are none; 
your faith is your own. No one should tell you that what you experience in your faith 
journey is wrong. No one knows where your journey will lead you except God. Trust 
in God to light your path and carry you through all your days.  

I learned early that there are many ways to interpret the Bible. The classes have taught 
me to read scriptures slowly and deliberately, and not only to try to understand what 
the scriptures are saying, but to whom they were written. Thinking like this helps me 
to understand the meaning and the context a little bit better than reading the words 
alone. We should strive to learn what we can about the scriptures we are reading 
in order to interpret the Bible the best we can. A good way to do this is to read the 
passages before and after them, to gain further context of what is written, rather than 
reading one verse alone. 
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(Continued from page 1)
In session one, the instructor, Dow Edgerton, indicated how the scriptures have infinite meaning, like light that 
reflects everywhere, and that the infinite meanings of the scriptures want to connect back to each other - like a 
disco ball and the light going in a million directions and bouncing back. For me, when I am reading one scripture, 
it tends to lead me to others and sometimes makes me think about them differently than I had before. That scripture 
could have new meaning to me when applied with different context. The scriptures truly do have infinite meaning, 
and it is exciting when you discover something new!  

Now that my first year of Lay Academy is behind me, I often reflect back on my journey with fondness. I wanted to 
strengthen my relationship with God by attending this class, and I have done just that. I started Lay Academy with 
a lot of embedded theologies that I am trying to make deliberate. Communion is one of them. While I was writing 
my reflection paper on it, I had done some research into communion. It is interesting to learn about how different 
denominations do communion and why certain religions do not allow intercommunion for other denominations 
and why some do. Without Lay Academy, I would never have sought out some of the information that I have for 
my reflection papers and further knowledge. 

I am looking forward to my second year, which will be starting in September of this year. I pray that, as I continue 
in my personal journey of faith, what I learn makes me a better person and a better follower of Jesus - the way, the 
truth, and the life. I pray that it continues to teach me more about the Christian life and to keep my mind open to 
think theologically in all that I do.  

If Lay Academy is something you are considering, I highly recommend that you reach out to our Pastor or a current/
previous Lay Academy student(s). I, for one, would love to share my experiences and what I have learned. 

- Mary Stamm
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SEARCH FOR SENIOR MINISTER
The Search Team has completed our Church Profile, and it has 
been sent to the Associate Conference Minister who will validate 
it. Next week, he will post it nationally so that ministers who are 
looking for a new church can see it and, if interested, submit their 
profile for our Search Team to review and consider. We’re on our 
way ... the process of finding a new Senior Minister has begun ... 
Stepping Forward Together! May the Holy Spirit lead us ...

In the meantime, Rev. Lucas has been designated as Associate 
Pastor with Interim Responsibilities, and Rev. Wayne is here on 
Tuesdays as our Pastoral Liason.

Please prayerfully consider ...
Joining us for the Re-Member trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation this August 3-9, 
2019. Cost is $575 per person (if cost is an issue, please speak with Rev. Lucas). 
We need more people to join us to make this year’s trip successful.
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PASTORAL LIASON ... 
What is a Pastoral Liason? Quite honestly, it’s a new term 
for most of us. In fact, it may just be something we’ve 
just invented here at Saint Stephens. We’re not sure. In 
the absence of a Senior Pastor, but feeling confident 
in the abilities of our Associate Pastor, and not feeling 
that we need an Interim at this point, Saint Stephens 
has decided to try something new for the rest of this 
summer. We’ve contracted with retired minister, Rev. 
Wayne Drueck, to help at Saint Stephens on Tuesdays 
from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM, “to be helpful in any way 
I can to the staff, to the church, to preach the couple 
of weekends Lucas will be gone this summer, and to 
help with anything else that comes up when he’s gone 
on vacation.” He’s not our Senior Pastor, he’s not an 
Interim, so he’s our Pastoral Liason,  a/k/a “The old guy 
in residence” as Rev. Drueck likes to say. He’s here to 
help if we need him. Learn more about Wayne, as he 
prefers to be called, in the next column. And give him a 
warm Saint Stephens welcome when you see him!

MEET “WAYNE”
Greetings. I am Rev. Wayne Drueck, although in most 
cases I prefer just “Wayne.” I was born and raised in 
Chicago. I have spent 42 years in ordained ministry 
serving churches in South Dakota, Kenosha County, 
Sheboygan County, and I retired as Co-Pastor from 
Grace UCC in Wausau in 2016. My wife, Colleen, and I 
live in Rothschild, WI. We have 3 grown kids scattered 
from Iowa, to Chicago, to Sheboygan Falls. We also 
have three grandchildren.

As Pastoral Liaison, I am glad to be able to help out at 
Saint Stephens in whatever way I can to assist the staff 
in providing the excellent ministry that Pastor Lucas and 
the church continues to offer. I will only be around the 
office from 10 AM to 2 PM on Tuesdays, but feel free 
to stop by.

NEW PEW ATTENDANCE FOLDERS
You may have noticed something new in worship this past Sunday ... 
Attendance folders/pads in the pews. First, you should know these are 
not about taking the attendance of individual members, per se. We 
won’t be recording your personal attendance anywhere. 

Rather, they are about getting a more accurate count of our total 
attendance numbers at each worship service, and getting attendance 
numbers at worship when we may not have an usher available and 
providing a way so we can more easily identify visitors and those who 
may want to join our church (and having their contact information so 
we can invite them to a new member gathering) and having a way that 
you can request a pastor reach out to you!

(It’s also a great way to figure out the name of that couple who has 
been sitting in the same pew with you for the last three years!) 

We ask that EVERYONE complete the Attendance sheets (fill it out 
and then pass it down to the next person please), although, if you 
are already a member, it isn’t necessary to complete the address and 
email portions ... just be sure to list eveyone in your family who is in 
attendance that day.

FILL THE GAZEBO REPRESENTATIVE
Cheryl Buck has volunteered to be our representative at  
future Fill the Gazebo meetings. Thanks, Cheryl!

HIGH SCHOOL 
YOUTH! 

DON’T MISS 
OUT ON THE 

TRAMPOLINE PARK 

August 2 @ 4:00 PM 
- Trampoline Park & 
Dinner (Church pays for 
the park/Bring money 
to pay for your dinner.)

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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“I moved to Merrill in 1974,” Marge Johnson says, 
“And a friend invited me to attend his church.” The 
rest, as they say, is history. And now Saint Stephens 

is, and has been, Marge’s church home and community 
for many years.

Since then, Marge has raised a family in Merrill. “I have been married for 34 years to Charlie,” Marge says. “He 
works in the Maintenance Department for Lincoln County.” They have two daughters. 

Erin, married to Jordan Baab, is a CT technician by profession and now a stay-at-home mom of three, and her 
husband, Jordan is an Air Force pilot. Daughter Carly is married to Andy Kelsey, and the couple lives in Appleton. 
They both work at Plexus in Neenah ... Andy as a computer engineer and Carly in communications. Carly also has 
her own business, Blue Thistle Events, and teaches Barr exercise classes. 

“I also had a son, Lucas Anderson, who passed away from colon cancer in 2007,” Marge says. “He was 27.”

Marge has been retired for three years (and dare we say, is loving it!) but was employed while her children were 
growing up. “I worked as Property Tax Lister for Lincoln County for 33 years,” she says. 

Marge ran for Church Council in 2016 to begin a two-year term of office from 2017-2018 and was re-elected for a 
second term last fall for the two-year term from 2019-2020, and all, she says, because she was asked to consider 
it. “Pastor Kyle asked me,” she recalls, “And I felt it was a good group of people that were positive and moving 
forward.” So she said yes. “This is my third time on Council,” Marge adds. “I am a past President, Vice President 
and Secretary.”

[One thing we should note. We’ve been asking people to consider running for Church Council this year. We’ve 
been asking them in person, but we’ve also been asking “as a whole” in these articles in The Interpreter. Even if 
you haven’t been asked “in person,” we are hoping that YOU will consider running for Council. We don’t always 
have opportunities to speak with every member of the congregation, but if you’ve been an active member of Saint 
Stephens for at least a year and you are an adult, you can run for Council! And we hope that the Spirit may move 
YOU (yes, YOU!) to throw your hat into the ring, along with several others who have stepped forward. If you 
are interested in how the church works and decisions are made, and are not an adult, we have one place on the 
Council for an active youth member of the congregation, as well.]

What’s really important to Marge about this, her current term, on Council? “The Capital Campaign was a major 
goal,” she says. “And I’m very happy with how that has taken off. Hopefully, we can make all the improvements 
that are needed, especially the repairs to the sanctuary.

When Marge was asked, “What is your favorite thing about Saint Stephens?” she replied:  “Their friendly open door 
policy.”

On that friendly note, let’s get to know Marge a bit more, personally. Her favorite season is fall, because “it’s 
sweatshirt weather, and I love the beautiful colors,” she says.

What does she do for fun? “I like to attend Packer games,” Marge says. “I love traveling, especially to visit my 
daughters in Appleton and Little Rock, Arkansas; playing with my grandkids, Ava 5, Asher, 2 1/2, and Adaline born 
May 31, 2019. I love to crochet, take long walks, and cook.” Her favorite book? “Heaven is For Real.” Favorite 
movie? “Something’s Gotta Give.” Favorite food? “Pot roast.” Most exotic place she’s ever been? “Cozamel, Mexico.”

Meet Marge Johnson ...

(Continued on page 5)
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Quickly, little known factoid about Marge? “I love, love, love shopping for yarn,” she says.

Marge find lots to love ... which is probably why we love her! She’s a great person and so positive. That’s probably 
why her pet peeve makes great sense. “I don’t like to hear complaining without an alternative or solution being 
offered,” she says. “This holds true in all aspects of my life.” And that fits perfectly with her personality. 

If you have a complaint or issue with something happening at church, Marge is happy to talk with you. But she 
does hope you’ll come armed with some ideas for how to resolve the issue when you come to chat about it! 
Together, we can all move forward and make Saint Stephens even more warm and welcoming to all.

Even with all of her positives, there’s got to be something Marge dislikes! Her answer, in a single word:  “Clutter,” 
she says. Hmmm. Point taken. 

YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• August 2 @ 4:00 PM - Trampoline Park & 
Dinner (Church pays for the park/Bring money 
to pay for your dinner.)

• September 15 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale 
Fundraiser

• September 22 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome 
Back Celebration - Kicking off a new year of 
youth group with pizza, soda, and fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed 
forms are REQUIRED. (Forms are on our website, too, 
in the Resources section. Just download the form, have 
your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring your 
friend and the completed form along.) 

NEED A BIBLE?
Need a Bible? Take a Bible! We have Bibles (various 
editions) on the bottom shelf in the Kuck Lounge, 
fittingly in our “lounge” area. If you’d like a Bible, feel 
free to take one of these home. It’s yours to keep.

The books on the top shelf are also available for your 
reading pleasure. These books belong to the church, but 
we invite you to check them out. Take one home, read it, 
and return. It’s that simple. On the honor system.

Good News Project e-cycling presents:
ELECTRONIC RECYCLING EVENT

Friday, August 2, Noon - 6:00 PM  |  Saturday, August 
3, 9:00 AM - Noon

Merrill Festival Grounds - Steckling Building | East 
Sixth Street Entrance, Merrill, WI

Data secure recycling
$.40/lb. for most items; $.60/lb. for TVs with 

compromised housing, dehumidifiers $20 
Have questions? Call 715-843-5985

The July 10 Brat Fry at the Sawmill raised $868 for 
Food For Kids! Thank you to everyone who helped, 
came out for a brat, and to Chips for sponsoring us!

MEDICAL MINISTRY ADDS  
KNEE SCOOTERS

Thanks to an anonymous donor and 
additional funding made possible by 
the donations of medical ministry 
users, Saint Stephens was able to add 
three knee scooters to the inventory 
of equipment in our medical ministry 
loan closet. What a blessing!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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NEWS FROM THE GREEN TEAM ...
Two weeks ago we looked mostly at Ohio’s farm situation. This week we’re turning to 
Wisconsin.  The best info. we have is that Wisconsin farmers, while not in as desperate 
shape as in Ohio, have struggled with planting this year again due to wet and cool spring 
weather. On a recent trip to Dodge County, Wisconsin, a member of the Green Team 
observed this firsthand. The cornfields of northeastern Dodge County, which normally are 
about waist height by this time, were only a couple inches tall, and many fields looked as 
though they hadn’t been planted. The team member familiar with this area couldn’t recall 
ever seeing anything approaching these conditions. And in conversations with large-scale 

conventional farmers in the area, they said that the weather is becoming more and more difficult for them. They 
wondered if farmers here in Merrill were facing similar conditions.  Even though it may not be totally weather 
related, we probably should take note that in 2018, Wisconsin lost 638 dairy farms.

During this same week, this Green Team member also spoke with some farmers in Merrill, whose fields are actually 
in better shape than those in Dodge County. These Merrill farmers wondered if people really understand where 
their food comes from and the effort (and risk) it takes to produce a crop. These local farms are currently moving 
toward no till, which should result in lower use of fossil fuels and savings for the farmers. You may have seen the 
recent news about new farm crops and methods as one promising way of addressing climate change. If not, check 
out the link below. The idea involves capturing green house gases through the use of perennial type crops, and 
some Merrill area farmers are already involved in selling carbon credits.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2019/06/12/new-plan-remove-trillion-tons-carbon-dioxide-
atmosphere-bury-it/?utm_term=.0396a618a605

More on farming in the coming weeks, but now to the quiz question in our last article, about fossil fuel use. 
According to food writer, Michael Pollan, our food system consumes about 19% of the fossil fuels used. 

Your quiz question for this week is:  “What percentage of green house gas do we generate in the process of feeding 
ourselves?” A hint has been provided, but you can do your own research.

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

NOW! Capital Campaign 
 $50.00 in memory of Myron Laabs from Mary Jo Laabs 
 $25.00 in honor of my daughter, Kathy Jury, on her June 30, 2019, retirement from 33 years of ministry in the  
  Methodist Church, from Pat Cottrell 
 $25.00 in honor of Russell & my 70th wedding anniversary on June 18 from Pat Cottrell 
 $25.00 in honor of Pastor Kyle Carnes’ service to Saint Stephens UCC. God go with you, Pastor Kyle.  
  From Pat Cottrell

Anniversary Fund 
 $10.00 in memory of Donald Forster on his 85th birthday on July 25 from Mary Ann Forster

Radio Ministry 
 $190.00 in memory of the September 12 birthday of Laura Plautz from Bob & Jolene Plautz

SPECIAL GIFTS

NOISY OFFERING
During worship on August 4, we will be taking a Noisy Offering, in addition 
to our normal offering. The noisy offering received will go to the Merrill 
Community Food for Kids program. But, what is a noisy offering? A noisy 
offering is when some of our children and/or youth each take a bucket or tin 
and then they begin circulating throughout the congregation. When they are 
done collecting, they bring their buckets up to the altar. It’s called a noisy 
offering because when all of those quarters, dimes, nickels and pennies, that 
were weighing down our pockets and purses fall freely into the tin bucket, 
they make some joyful noise! So start saving your change! Bring a bagful!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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NEW TWIN SHEET SETS & PILLOWS, PLEASE
This summer, we are again collecting NEW twin size sheet sets and pillows to 
take with us on our Re-Member Mission Trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation 
in South Dakota as our gift from Saint Stephens. Many familes do not have 
adequate sleeping facilities, simply due to the poverty of this region. It’s 
something so basic, and something many of us take for granted, but they 
definitely do not. One of the things many of us will do on our mission 
trip is build more bunk beds for children on the reservation. And sheets 
and pillows will be just what we need to outfit their new sleeping facilities 
beautifully.

You can bring NEW twin size sheet sets and pillows to the church office anytime during normal business hours or 
on Sundays before worship. We are hoping to have a beautiful mountain of pillows and sheets to take with us on 
our trip like the last two years.

We leave for our trip very early on Saturday, August 3, so the last day to drop off sheet sets and pillows is Friday, 
August 2. The office will only be open that day from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM, so please plan accordingly.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SEVENTH ANNUAL FILL THE GAZEBO EVENT!

It’s time for FILL THE GAZEBO NUMBER 7! FILL THE 
GAZEBO is a community-wide food drive to benefit 
Merrill’s three food pantries and the Food for Kids 
Program. Nonperishable food items, personal care 
items, and monetary donations are accepted. Please, 
no expired foods. This year’s Big Fill will be held on 
Saturday, August 3, 2019, from 9:00 AM until 12:00 
Noon at the Gazebo in Normal Park.

In the meantime, our own “Gazebo” (tent) is set up in 
the coat closet area between the Kuck Lounge and the 
sanctuary. Let’s fill it! Saint Stephens volunteers will 
transport that food to the Gazebo on August 3.

If you would like your monetary donation to go to Food 
For Kids, please do so in the form of gift cards to County 
Market or Sam’s Club/Walmart or make checks payable 
to Food For Kids. 

WE NEED SPONSORS ... FLOWERS AND RADIO
We need sponsors for flowers and radio. Can you help? 
Call the office & we’ll get you signed up. What a great 
way to honor someone or celebrate a joyous occasion 
or remember a loved one!

Also, if you feel moved to provide treats for a coffee hour, 
the sign-up sheet is on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. No 
pressure, but if the Spirit moves you ... then we’ll have 
treats with our coffee. 

2nd Annual  
Food For Kids Treasure Sale

Coming September 6-7
More details to follow!

We will need donations & volunteers.  
Mark your calendar

No adult clothes or shoes & no electronics (i.e., computers, 
televisions, and radios) this year. We welcome clean, 
gently used furniture, baby and children’s clothes & 
shoes, toys, books, decor, small appliances (like blenders, 
dehydrators, coffee machines, and Nescos) & all items 
of value!

Donations of items will be accepted beginning Monday, 
August 19, during normal office hours. We will have two 
Saturday drop off times:  August 24 and August 31 from 
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Sorry, no early drop-offs.

OFFICE COFFEE
Join us for a cup of coffee! 
Staff buys the coffee for in the 
office, and we invite you to 
join us anytime. Grab a cup or 
fill up your own, anytime you 
see coffee in the pot! Enjoy!

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RUN FOR CHURCH 
COUNCIL?
Our Annual Meeting this year will be October 13, 
and we’d like to have a real bonafide election, with 
more names on the ballot than open positions. 
Several people have already thrown their names 
into the ring, so to speak, to run for Council. 

What about YOU? Would you like to get involved in the 
decision making process here at Saint Stephens as a part 
of Church Council? If you’ve been a member of Saint 
Stephens for at least a year and are interested, please 
contact Tina in the office (715.536.7322) to let her 
know you’d like to be added to the October 13 ballot.

PRAYING FOR OUR 
NATION ... TOGETHER
The Holy Cross Sisters invite 
you to join them in prayer for 
our nation and its political 
leaders, for respect for all - 
especially immigrants and 
refugees, for liberty and 

justice for all. They will gather for public prayer in 
Holy Cross Chapel, 1500 O’ Day Street, in Merrill on 
Wednesdays at 9:40 AM beginning July 31, 2019. All are 
welcome.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FLAT JESUS 
WAS AT VBS

Flat Jesus came 
to Vacation 
Bible School 
(VBS) earlier in 
July. Tate (the 
little guy in the 
front row) is 
holding him!

Summer Adventures of Flat Jesus ...
FLAT JESUS IN WATERFORD, WISCONSIN
Flat Jesus has been hanging out with Jay Catlin at 
Lakeview Specialty Hospital in Waterford. He’s keeping 

Jay company, but Jay would 
love to get cards or notes 
of encouragement, too! His 
address is:

Jay Catlin, Room 2050 East
Lakeview Specialty Hospital
1701 Sharp Rd
Waterford, WI 53185

FLAT JESUS AT MILLER PARK
Flat Jesus hitched a ride on the bus and got to hang out 
with the Saint Stephens crew and enjoy tailgating and 
the Brewer Game at Miller Park on July 12. A good 
time was had by all!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Can I Live Here?

“Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent? Who may live 
on your holy mountain?” - Psalm 15:1 (NIV)

Have you ever visited or toured a house that seemed 
too exquisite to live in? Certain domiciles are so grand 
and elaborate that they may make us wonder if anyone 
could consider them as home. And there are temples 
of worship that invoke such awe in us that we want to 
remove our shoes as we stand on the ground of their 
sublime sacredness.

But not many of us seek to live in houses of high 
holiness. It seems rather hard to get comfortable living 
daily in the presence of God’s exalted excellence and 

fathomless majesty. Certain beauty seems just too 
immense to behold habitually. 

Still, the psalmist lets us know that the invitation to live 
in God’s holy house is not determined by lofty ideals 
or by esteemed acts of holiness. The invitation to dwell 
in God’s holy place is determined by pedestrian acts 
of justice that are well within the common purview of 
everyday people.

The invitation only requires that when we speak, we 
speak truth from our hearts. It only requires that we do 
not tell lies about the people around us. It only requires 
that we turn away from evil, and that we respect all that 
embodies faithfulness. It only requires that we value 
integrity, and that we help the poor, and that we stand 
in solidarity with those who have been falsely accused. 

The qualification and the invitation to kick back, relax 
and get comfortable living in God’s holy place are not 
nearly as high and unattainable as many of us assume. 
They are evident daily.

Prayer

Lord, thank you for lowly access to high and lofty things. 
Amen.

by Kenneth L. Samuel

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

July 28 
August 11, 18 

September 1, 8, 29

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

August 18 
October 6, 20, 27 
November 3, 10

Coffee Hour 
July 28 

August 4, 11, 18, 25 

SAINT STEPHENS SOFTBALL UPDATES
Manager Jerry Burnett reports that the Saturday game at the Softball Tournament was started and then suspended 
due to storms when they were at a tie. The teams returned on Sunday to finish their first game, and our Saint 
Stephens/St. Peter’s team came away from that game with a win. Jerry reports the team lost the next game, but 

“battled back in the loser bracket and made it to the championship game.” The championship game will be played 
at a later date, Jerry said. Stay tuned for more softball news after the championship game. 

On Sunday, July 28, we play Immanuel/St. Paul’s Hamburg at the ball park at Immanuel at 3:30 PM. Come on out!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FOOD FOR KIDS
Want to make a donation to support  
the Food for Kids program Saint 
Stephens adopted? Make your check 
payable to:  Food for Kids.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life. Note:  The email you use to 
set it up must match the one in church records.

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let 
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support, 
and care. Or if you know of someone in the hospital. 
We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, July 29, will be:

Pizza, Cheesy Bread
Hot Veggie, Coleslaw 
Dessert & Beverages

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Kristy Neuman
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Tanner Depies
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

THIS SUNDAY, JULY 28 - 9:00 AM Worship -  
with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:  Worship at 6:00 PM with Communion 

FILL THE GAZEBO:  August 3
FALL KICKOFF SUNDAY:  September 15

OKTOBERFEST:  September 28
ANNUAL MEETING:  October 13 

TRIVIA NIGHT (to benefit Saint Stephens):  October 26 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Remember ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of cash!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


SUNDAY, JULY 28 - Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
- Rev. Wayne Drueck

Worship at 9:00 AM with Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 
Musicians are Darlene Johnson and McKenzie Reimann. 

Liturgist is Jennifer Porath. 
Flowers on the altar are unsponsored as of the time of this printing.  

Radio Ministry is sponsored by Lynn Henrich. 
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 

Nursery will be staffed by Beth Badeau and Penny Hommerding . 
Ushers scheduled will be George Dintelman, Mark Woller, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 

Dornbrack, Randy Perry, Beth Houle, and Virgil Baumgart. 
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Carl & Kathy Hass, Cliff Williams, Jean & Bob 

Hoeft, Kris Smith, Jennifer Oestreich, and Jennifer Porath.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JULY 29 
 9:00 Senior Exercse 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, JULY 30 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship with Communion

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
 4:00 HSYG Trampoline Park!

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3 
 Early! Re-Member Trip Begins 
 9:00 Fill the Gazebo
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship service on Sundays throughout 
the year. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 3 to the nursery prior to the start of 
worship where our adult volunteers will be happy to care for them during the service. 

mailto:angela@ststephensucc.net
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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