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Neighbors in Christ
Did you know that the term loving your neighbor as yourself is found eight times in 
the Bible? Yes, you read that right, eight times. Yet, we find that people in the Bible 
struggle with the idea of loving our neighbor. I mean, heck, even we still struggle 
with that today. But that’s okay. Because I think God knew that loving your neighbor 
wasn’t an easy thing when it was commanded of us. God knew we’d struggle. But he 
didn’t give us that command, even knowing we’d struggle, for some malicious reason. 
I believe that it was a command for our benefit.

For our benefit ... how? The way I see it, it’s for our benefit because we have to be 
neighbors on purpose. Another way to word it, is that we have to be intentional about 
becoming neighbors with everyone. The Samaritan from our scripture on Sunday 
intentionally walked to the man on the side of the road and then helped him with his 
needs. For us to love our neighbor, we are going to have to do just that ... intentionally 
go to them and show them love.

I reiterate what I said on Sunday:  The question isn’t “Who is my neighbor?” ... the 
question is “Won’t you be my neighbor?” Asking “Who is my neighbor?” is the wrong 
question for the lawyer, or even for us to be asking, because there is no intentionality 
behind it. Asking “Won’t you be my neighbor?” intentionally asks and creates a space 
for loving our neighbor.

A quick word study of the word neighbor also helps explain why loving our neighbor 
requires being intentional. The Hebrew word that would have been used in Jesus’ 
statement for neighbor would have been “rey’a.” The translation the lawyer likely 
knew for “rey’a” would have been friend, acquaintance, companion, or other. Rey’a” 
also derives from the Greek “pélas,” which was used in writing the New Testament, 
and means “near” or “close to.” These are all things we have to be intentional with 
and actually do for them to happen. If we aren’t intentional in drawing near or close 
to our neighbors, can we actually become a friend, acquaintance, or companion of 
theirs? 

Today the word neighbor is used almost regularly to refer to people we live by. Even 
that requires some intentionality, because if we don’t do something, we could live 
next to someone without ever really being their neighbor in the way Jesus refers to 
and the way God calls us to a neighbor. That’s why I find other English definitions 
of neighbor to more closely resemble the kind of neighbor God and Jesus are asking 
us to be. Those definitions are “one’s fellow human being” and “to bring near.” Both 
definitions reflect the Hebrew and Greek understandings for the word neighbor and 
have a deeper understanding about being intentional.

In what ways do you intentionally reach out to your neighbors and show them love? 
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NEW TWIN SHEET SETS & PILLOWS, PLEASE
This summer, we are again collecting NEW twin size sheet sets and pillows to 
take with us on our Re-Member Mission Trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation 
in South Dakota as our gift from Saint Stephens. Many familes do not have 
adequate sleeping facilities, simply due to the poverty of this region. It’s 
something so basic, and something many of us take for granted, but they 
definitely do not. One of the things many of us will do on our mission 
trip is build more bunk beds for children on the reservation. And sheets 
and pillows will be just what we need to outfit their new sleeping facilities 
beautifully.

You can bring NEW twin size sheet sets and pillows to the church office anytime during normal business hours or 
on Sundays before worship. We are hoping to have a beautiful mountain of pillows and sheets to take with us on 
our trip like the last two years.

We leave for our trip very early on Saturday, August 3, so the last day to drop off sheet sets and pillows is Friday, 
August 2. The office will only be open that day from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM, so please plan accordingly.

Would you intentionally go to the side of the road to help a stranger, a neighbor through Christ? 

Sisters and brothers, remember that to love your neighbor is to bring them near to you and close to you in the same 
way that God does to everyone. We are all neighbors in Christ, but to be neighbors in the world and to everyone,  
takes an intentional love.

May God bless the journey ahead and give us the strength to love our neighbors.
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BREWER GAME!
On Friday July 12 a group of forty people... a 
combination of members and youth of Saint Stephens, 
friends of Saint Stephens, and one pastor ... took a 
bus to watch the Milwaukee Brewers take on the San 
Francisco Giants. The group had a lot of fun tailgating 
before the game and sitting together during the game. 
Thank you to everyone who made the trip possible. 
Special thanks to Wendorf Bus Service and to Mike 
Wahoske for being our driver. We look forward to 
going again next year!

If you went on the trip and forgot to take your American 
flag lawn chair and/or eye drops, Pastor Lucas has them in his office. Please stop by to claim your items! Thanks.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL FUN
Last week at Vacation Bible School, we ROARed!  

Because Life is Wild and God is Good

PASTORAL LIASON ... 
What is a Pastoral Liason? Quite honestly, it’s a new term for most of us. In fact, it may just be something we’ve 
just invented here at Saint Stephens. We’re not sure. In the absence of a Senior Pastor, but feeling confident in the 
abilities of our Associate Pastor, and not feeling that we need an Interim at this point, Saint Stephens has decided 
to try something new for the rest of this summer. We’ve contracted with retired minister, Rev. Wayne Drueck, to 
help at Saint Stephens on Tuesdays from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM, “to be helpful in any way I can to the staff, to the 
church, to preach the couple of weekends Lucas will be gone this summer, and to help with anything else that 
comes up when he’s gone on vacation.” He’s not our Senior Pastor, he’s not an Interim, so he’s our Pastoral Liason,  
a/k/a “The old guy in residence” as Rev. Drueck likes to say. He’s here to help if we need him. Learn more about 
Wayne, as he prefers to be called, on page 5. And give him a warm Saint Stephens welcome when you see him!
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial Fund 
 $200.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Family & Friends 
 $10.00 in memory of Phyllis Ney from Steve & Robin Mahn 
 $20.00 in memory of Phyllis Ney from Rich & Brenda Grefe 
 $25.00 in memory of my mother, Juanita Harkner, on her birthday, June 25, from Dave & Yvonne Kleimola 
 $5.00 in memory of Phyllis Ney from Irma Stine

NOW! Capital Campaign 
 $200.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Family & Friends 
 $55.00 in honor of Pastor Kyle’s 5 1/2 years with us. And to help his dream of the  NOW! Campaign to be fulfilled.  
  From Kristine Smith 
 $20.00 in memory of Phyllis Ney from Tom & Nancy Seidel

Capital Improvement 
 $500.00 in memory of Gordon & Virginia Krause from Geoff & Karen Krause and Mark Krause

Anniversary Fund 
 $59.00 in honor of our 59th wedding anniversary from Bill & Judy Grefe

Radio Ministry 
 $190.00 in memory of Cora Will from Fred Will & Phyllis Frederick 
 $190.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Family & Friends

St. Paul’s Cemetery 
 $25.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Perry & Jodi Kleinschmidt 
 $40.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from John, Jean, and Joe Westfall 
 $25.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Larry & Geraldine Natzke 
 $500.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Family & Friends

SPECIAL GIFTS

FLAT JESUS ON 
THE WAY TO 
NOAH’S ARK

Flat Jesus is 
on the way to 
Noah’s Ark for a 
day of fun with 
our youth, their 
friends, and 
chaperones.

Summer Adventures of Flat Jesus ...
FLAT JESUS AT 

VBS
Flat Jesus is 
hanging out with 
Taylor Zastrow, 
one of your 
youth volunteers 
at VBS, and her 
c o n f i r m a t i o n 
mentor, Melissa 
Butler

NOISY OFFERING
During worship on August 4, we will be taking a Noisy Offering, in addition 
to our normal offering. The noisy offering received will go to the Merrill 
Community Food for Kids program. But, what is a noisy offering? A noisy 
offering is when some of our children and/or youth each take a bucket or tin 
and then they begin circulating throughout the congregation. When they are 
done collecting, they bring their buckets up to the altar. It’s called a noisy 
offering because when all of those quarters, dimes, nickels and pennies, that 
were weighing down our pockets and purses fall freely into the tin bucket, 
they make some joyful noise! So start saving your change! Bring a bagful!
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SEVENTH ANNUAL FILL THE GAZEBO EVENT!

It’s time for FILL THE GAZEBO NUMBER 7! FILL THE 
GAZEBO is a community-wide food drive to benefit 
Merrill’s three food pantries and the Food for Kids 
Program. This year’s Big Fill will be held on Saturday, 
August 3, 2019, from 9:00 AM until 12:00 Noon at the 
Gazebo in Normal Park.

In the meantime, our own “Gazebo” (tent) is set up in 
the coat closet area between the Kuck Lounge and the 
sanctuary. Let’s fill it! Saint Stephens volunteers will 
transport that food to the Gazebo on August 3.

WE NEED SPONSORS ... FLOWERS AND RADIO
We need sponsors for flowers and radio. Can you help? 
Call the office & we’ll get you signed up. What a great 
way to honor someone or celebrate a joyous occasion 
or remember a loved one!

Also, if you feel moved to provide treats for a coffee hour, 
the sign-up sheet is on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. No 
pressure, but if the Spirit moves you ... then we’ll have 
treats with our coffee. 

FILL THE GAZEBO REPRESENTATIVE
Bill Weber resigned from the Fill the Gazebo Committee 
earlier this year, and Barb Dintelman is no longer with 
us ... so we need a representative from Saint Stephens to 
represent our church on the Fill the Gazebo Committee. 
We have always been a major part of this event and 
want to continue! The Committee meets just 4 or 5 
times a year, usually on Thursday mornings--and they 
pick a Thursday that’s good for the whole committee.  
Meetings average one hour. Would you like to represent 
us? Please call Tina in the church office to volunteer!

2nd Annual  
Food For Kids Treasure Sale

Coming September 6-7
More details to follow!

We will need donations & volunteers.  
Mark your calendar

No adult clothes or shoes & no electronics (i.e., computers, 
televisions, and radios) this year. We welcome clean, 
gently used furniture, baby and children’s clothes & 
shoes, toys, books, decor, small appliances (like blenders, 
dehydrators, coffee machines, and Nescos) & all items 
of value!

Donations of items will be accepted beginning Monday, 
August 19, during normal office hours. We will have two 
Saturday drop off times:  August 24 and August 31 from 
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Sorry, no early drop-offs.

MEET “WAYNE”
Greetings. I am Rev. Wayne Drueck, although in most 
cases I prefer just “Wayne.” I was born and raised in 
Chicago. I have spent 42 years in ordained ministry 
serving churches in South Dakota, Kenosha County, 
Sheboygan County, and I retired as Co-Pastor from 
Grace UCC in Wausau in 2016. My wife, Colleen, and I 
live in Rothschild, WI. We have 3 grown kids scattered 
from Iowa, to Chicago, to Sheboygan Falls. We also 
have three grandchildren.

As Pastoral Liaison, I am glad to be able to help out at 
Saint Stephens in whatever way I can to assist the staff 
in providing the excellent ministry that Pastor Lucas and 
the church continues to offer. I will only be around the 
office from 10 AM to 2 PM on Tuesdays, but feel free 
to stop by.
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PARSONAGE CLEANING TEAM
Tina is organizing a team of individuals who can collaboratively give 
the parsonage a top-to-bottom deep clean ... from vacuuming to 
mopping, scrubbing shelves and cupboards (inside and out), cleaning 
the fridge, stove, basement, bathrooms, and everything in, on, or around 
the parsonage ... so we can get everything ready for future occupancy. 
We’ll pick a date that works for everyone and get the parsonage squeaky 
clean! (Or have a couple of dates/times with different areas of focus.)

(We have plenty of cleaning supplies, but feel free to bring mops, 
buckets, dust/scrub rags, and/or rubber gloves if you will be helping 
on the cleaning team.) Please call Tina in the office if you can help:  
715.536.7322. 

JOIN US FOR COFFEE
Join us for a cup of coffee! Staff 
buys the coffee for in the office, 
and we invite you to join them 
anytime. Grab a cup or fill up 
your own, anytime you see 
coffee in the pot! Enjoy!
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Dancing

Singers and dancers alike say, “All my springs are in 
you.” - Psalm 87:7 (NRSV)

The rain bucketed down, an unwelcome sight at summer 
camp on a Thursday afternoon. Campers and counselors 
alike watched it sadly from beneath streaming roofs.

Except for a pair of summer staffers dancing in the rain.

Spray leaped from the water pooled beneath their feet. 
Droplets flew from their outstretched fingers as their 
arms whirled in the downpour. They leapt and glided, 
laughed and sang, soaking faces aglow with delight.

Why aren’t we dancing?

We are made for dancing. For exulting. For joy. Amidst 
the evil in the world, in faith we Christians know this 
magnificent reality above all else:

God so loved the world.

God so loved the world.

God so loved the world.

Given such love, how ever (and why ever) do we keep 
ourselves from dancing through the days? We face 
sorrows and disappointments, labors and obligations, 
tragedies and traumas. Each day we find ourselves 
caught between leaky faucets and laundry. We need 
healing. People need us. We need to fulfill our callings.

Where is the time or energy for dancing in the rain?

After some whirls and pirouettes, the two young people 
seized brooms to push the pooling water off the 
streaming deck in a futile race against the downpour. 
Futile, perhaps, but still dancing. Still joyful.

They seized the time.

Joy is the wellspring of discipleship. The life of faith flows 
from our joy. We learn how much God loves us, how 
much God loves those around us. That love bursts forth 
in smiles, and giggles, and embraces, and joyous work.

Perhaps our joy will even prompt a dancing step or two 
along the way.

How could it not?

Prayer

With the tenderness of hula, with the exuberance of hip-
hop, with the serenity of ballet, O God: Let us dance. 
Amen.

by Eric Anderson

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

July 28 
August 11, 18

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
August 18, 25 
September 1

Coffee Hour 
July 21, 28 

August 4, 11, 18, 25 
September 1, 8, 15, 22

Please prayerfully consider ...
Joining us for the Re-Member trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation this August 3-9, 
2019. Cost is $575 per person (if cost is an issue, please speak with Rev. Kyle or 
Rev. Lucas). We need more people to join us to make this year’s trip successful.
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• August 2 @ 4:00 PM - Trampoline Park & 
Dinner (Church pays for the park/Bring money 
to pay for your dinner.)

• September 15 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale 
Fundraiser

• September 22 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome 
Back Celebration - Kicking off a new year of 
youth group with pizza, soda, and fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed 
forms are REQUIRED. (Forms are on our website, too, 
in the Resources section. Just download the form, have 
your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring your 
friend and the completed form along.) 

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation Class will NOT meet 
during July and August. Mark your 
calendars for our next class on  
Wednesday September 11, from 
7:00 - 8:00 PM in the Third Floor 
Classroom/Youth Room. Enjoy 

the break and use the time to focus on some of your 
confirmation projects! Happy Summer!

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays throughout the year. Feel free to 
bring your little ones ages 0 - 3 to the nursery prior to 
the start of worship where our adult volunteers will be 
happy to care for them during the service. 

NEED A BIBLE?
Need a Bible? Take a Bible! We have Bibles (various 
editions) on the bottom shelf in the Kuck Lounge, 
fittingly in our “lounge” area. If you’d like a Bible, feel 
free to take one of these home. It’s yours to keep.

The books on the top shelf are also available for your 
reading pleasure. These books belong to the church, but 
we invite you to check them out. Take one home, read it, 
and return. It’s that simple. On the honor system.

SAINT STEPHENS SOFTBALL UPDATES
Last Sunday, July 14, our team played St. Paul’s Irma 
and came away with a win, 22-20. The first game of 
this weekend’s tournament will begin at 9:00 AM this 
weekend on the ball field at Faith Lutheran Church. 
Hope to see you there after church!

Good News Project e-cycling presents:
ELECTRONIC RECYCLING EVENT

Friday, August 2, Noon - 6:00 PM  |  Saturday, August 
3, 9:00 AM - Noon

Merrill Festival Grounds - Steckling Building | East 
Sixth Street Entrance, Merrill, WI

Data secure recycling
$.40/lb. for most items; $.60/lb. for TVs with 

compromised housing, dehumidifiers $20 
Have questions? Call 715-843-5985

CHURCH DIRECTORIES ARE 
HERE!
Our new Church Directories 
are here! If you had your 
photograph taken for the new 

Church Directory, you are entitled to a free copy of our 
new directory. Please stop in the office to pick yours up, 
and be sure to cross your name off the list.
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FOOD FOR KIDS
Want to make a donation to support  
the Food for Kids program Saint 
Stephens adopted? Make your check 
payable to:  Food for Kids.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life. Note:  The email you use to 
set it up must match the one in church records.

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let 
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support, 
and care. Or if you know of someone in the hospital. 
We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, July 22, will be:

Hot Dogs with Chili or Cheese 
Hot Veggie, Lettuce Salad 

Dessert & Beverages

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Kristy Neuman
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Tanner Depies
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

THIS SUNDAY, JULY 21 - 9:00 AM Worship -  
with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:  Worship at 6:00 PM with Communion

NOAH’S ARK TRIP:  For Youth Grade 6 to Graduating Class of 2019 - July 16
FALL KICKOFF SUNDAY:  September 15

OKTOBERFEST:  September 28
ANNUAL MEETING:  October 13

UPCOMING EVENTS

Remember ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of cash!



SUNDAY, JULY 21 - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
- Rev. Lucas Williams

Worship at 9:00 AM with Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 
Musician is Darlene Johnson. 

Liturgist is Mary Stamm. 
Flowers on the altar and the Radio Ministry are both sponsored in loving memory 
of Stephen Michael Rajek, our beloved son, husband, father, and brother. Forever 

in our hears, with love from your family. “I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith.” - 2 Timothy 4:7. 
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 

Nursery will be staffed. 
Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & 

Nancy Seidel,  Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz. 
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Beth Houle, Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly 

Wallace, Chris & Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JULY 22 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, JULY 23 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513 
 6:30 Green Team

WEDNESDAY, JULY 24 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship with Communion

THURSDAY, JULY 25 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, JULY 26 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Remember:  SCRIP 
costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of 
cash!


