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Legacy

From Friday, June 21, to Tuesday, June 25, I attended General Synod 32 in 
Milwaukee. General Synod is the governing body of the United Church of Christ 
and is composed of delegates chosen by the Conferences, voting members of 

Boards of Directors of Covenanted Ministries who have been elected by General 
Synod, and of ex officio delegates. Over the course of the five days, General Synod 
adopted a variety of resolutions on church and public matters, with the understanding 
that the Synod is speaking to the congregations in the UCC, not on behalf of them. In 
addition, there are also recognitions of ministers and ministries both past and present.

As I look back at my time at synod, I am reminded a lot of the word legacy because 
the resolutions passed and all of the recognitions made recognize where the United 
Church of Christ has been as a denomination and where we will go. For many of us, 
leaving a legacy means being remembered, but a legacy is more than people knowing 
our name. Our legacy is made up of everything previous generations have left behind 
and what we leave behind us, like stories, ministries, theologies, and events, and they 
aren’t necessarily all good. My point is that they have helped to form who we are 
today. Look at it this way:  we are on a journey, and when you look back you see 
footprints, those footprints are our legacy.

When I look at Saint Stephens, I see that legacy is important to Saint Stephens! In the 
hall just outside of my office, there are pictures of previous and current pastors dating 
all the way back to 1883. But it’s more than the pictures; the church also recognizes 
the pastors who were influential to the church’s growth and the footprint. And so 
their ministries with Saint Stephens are left and maintained as legacy. In addition 
to the legacies left by previous pastors, Saint Stephens also recognizes those who 
were members and followed their calling to become ministers. Not many churches 
recognize this, nor do they have pictures of those members who became pastors 
displayed, like we do. 

Legacy isn’t only the past; it’s 
also about our present and the 
decisions we make that will leave 
a legacy for our future. There 
are many ways we can do this at 
Saint Stephens. For example, it’s 
important for us to continue to 
support the current members who 
are in lay academy. If you don’t 
know who they are, they are Chris 
Stevenson, Melissa Butler, and 
Mary Stamm. You may ask why 
it’s important to support them, 
and you’re not alone in wondering and asking that, but it’s important, because our lay 
leaders are also influential in continuing and creating our legacy.

The church gets an opportunity to show their support this Sunday, July 7, as Chris 
Stevenson will be leading and preaching in my absence. Chris has discerned that God 
is calling him toward ministry, and as part of his church, we are called to support him 
in the present, just as the church has done in the past with those whose pictures hang 
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on the wall outside of my office.

Each of us has the ability to help leave a legacy for the future of Saint Stephens. I’m curious:  Have you ever 
wondered what kind of legacy you’ll leave? Really, truthfully, what footprints will we leave that someday our youth 
and children will look back and trace to us today? All of the current choices we make, whether about our local 
and global missions or about who we are as a congregation, will form not only the identity of, but also the legacy 
of, Saint Stephens United Church of Christ.

Sisters and brothers, building a legacy worth leaving behind, begins today, and is made one decision at a time. The 
footprints behind us remind us of all that was created before us. And now it has been handed to us! In closing, I 
ask you:  What type of legacy will our current choices lead us to? 
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Call the church office

Calling all youth!
We are going to 

Noah’s Ark  
again this year!!

Tuesday, July 16, 2019
Meet at Church @ 7:30 AM 

Depart for Noah’s Ark @ 8:00 AM
Please pack and bring your own lunch & drinks

Youth Grades 6 – 12 (Class of 2019)
Please Sign Up in the Office  

(& Grab a Permission Slip for you and your Friends) 
Saint Stephens Youth = $15

Saint Stephens Adult Members = $20
Adult Nonmembers & Friends of Youth = $25

NEXT WEEK!!!  
is ...

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
July 8-12, 2019

9:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Open to Kids Going into K-6 
in the Fall of 2019

Registration forms available online or in the office.

Mark your calendars to bring the kids! 

ROAR! Life is Wild * God is Good

VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  We are looking for 7th 
& 8th graders, high school students, and adults to help 
with Vacation Bible School. If you can help, even just 
for part of a day, please sign up in the office. You can 
help with crafts, snacks, games, supervision ... lots of fun 
opportunities! 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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NEW TWIN SHEET SETS & PILLOWS, PLEASE
This summer, we are again collecting NEW twin size sheet sets and 
pillows to take with us on our Re-Member Mission Trip to the Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota as our gift from Saint Stephens. Many familes 
do not have adequate sleeping facilities, simply due to the poverty of this 
region. It’s something so basic, and something many of us take for granted, 
but they definitely do not. One of the things many of us will do on our 
mission trip is build more bunk beds for children on the reservation. And 
sheets and pillows will be just what we need to outfit their new sleeping 
facilities beautifully.

You can bring NEW twin size sheet sets and pillows to the church office anytime during normal business hours 
or on Sundays before worship. We are hoping to have a beautiful mountain of pillows and sheets to take with us 
on our trip like the last two years.

We leave for our trip very early on Saturday, August 3, so the last day to drop off sheet sets and pillows is Friday, 
August 2. The office will only be open that day from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM, so please plan accordingly.

Step by Step-Moving Forward Together
If you’re like us, you might be feeling torn between trying to enjoy 
these last weeks with Pastor Kyle, and letting your mind wander 
towards “what’s next?” You might even feel a little discomfort with 
the unknown. It’s important to keep in mind that we, as a church, are 
in a very different place than we were five years ago. You’ll also be 
happy to know that a search team has been assembled. We’ve met with 
Reverend Rob MacDougall, Associate Wisconsin Conference Minister, 
to review search protocol. We’ve also formed a sub-committee which 
has been working diligently to build and refine our church’s profile. It 
is expected to be finished by the end of the month and is the first step in the exchange process which connects 
churches and clergy. We’ve also met with Pastor Lucas to define his role in filling this gap, and have identified 
pulpit supply dates. Additionally, there have been discussions about our interim pastor options, should the need 
arise. We are, indeed, at the beginning of a process, but take some comfort in knowing the process is underway. 
Seeds have been planted at Saint Stephens, and it is up to us, as a congregation, to keep them growing. We will 
continue to update you as we move through this process.  

Respectfully, Gary Schwartz and Kelly Wallace, Search Team Co-chairs

Kenyon Golisch, Kent Reinhardt, Kris Smith, Nancy Dabbert,  
Dennis Grefe, Beth Houle, Mike Moellendorf, and Jennifer Porath, Search Team

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed in next week’s Interpreter.
SPECIAL GIFTS

FLAT JESUS AT 
THE BEACH!
Flat Jesus enjoyed 
a little fun in the 
sun, sand, and 
water at Torpy 
Park in Minocqua 
recently! Take Flat 
Jesus with you and 
send us YOUR 
pics!

SERMONS ONLINE ...
The bad news is ... we learned there were technical 
difficulties with Rev. Carnes mic last Sunday and many 
of you (especially those on the radio) didn’t get to hear 
an awesome “Auf Wiedersehen” (‘Til we meet again, for 
those of us who don’t speak German) sermon.

The good news is ... this sermon and most others are 
available for your listening pleasure online ... any time 
... on our website. Just go to:  https://ststephensucc.net/
resources/sermons

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SEVENTH ANNUAL FILL THE GAZEBO EVENT!

It’s time for FILL THE GAZEBO NUMBER 7! FILL THE 
GAZEBO is a community-wide food drive to benefit 
Merrill’s three food pantries and the Food for Kids 
Program. This year’s Big Fill will be held on Saturday, 
August 3, 2019, from 9:00 AM until 12:00 Noon at the 
Gazebo in Normal Park.

FOOD FOR KIDS IN THE PARK
ST. STEPHENS “ TACO TUESDAY”

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Our “Taco Tuesday” lunches at Stange’s Park have 
begun and we need volunteers to help! Please sign 
up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge! We need at least 
one adult lead on each team; both adults and youth 
are encouraged to help. It’s fun, easy, and a great way 
to spend a Tuesday, feeding area children during the 
summer months when free and reduced lunch meals 
are not available because there is no school. Pick a 
week and sign up!

If you volunteered last year, we hope you will volunteer 
again. And if you’ve never volunteered for this fun 
project, maybe this is your year to give it a try! Please 
sign up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge or call Sally 
Woller at 715.536.9870 to volunteer.

WE NEED SPONSORS ... FLOWERS AND RADIO
We need sponsors for flowers and radio. Can you help? 
Call the office & we’ll get you signed up. What a great 
way to honor someone or celebrate a joyous occasion 
or remember a loved one!

Also, if you feel moved to provide treats for a coffee 
hour, the sign-up sheet is on the kiosk in the Kuck 
Lounge. No pressure, but if the Spirit moves you ... then 
we’ll have treats with our coffee. 

SOFTBALL SCORES WILL RETURN
Watch next week’s Interpreter for the softball scores. 
We will catch up on the results of the games in the next 
edition.

FILL THE GAZEBO REPRESENTATIVE
Bill Weber resigned from the Fill the Gazebo Committee 
earlier this year, and Barb Dintelman is no longer with 
us ... so we need a representative from Saint Stephens to 
represent our church on the Fill the Gazebo Committee. 
We have always been a major part of this event and 
want to continue! The Committee meets just 4 or 5 
times a year, usually on Thursday mornings--and they 
pick a Thursday that’s good for the whole committee.  
Meetings average one hour. Would you like to represent 
us? Please call Tina in the church office to volunteer!

WEDNESDAY, JULY 3
There will be no Wednesday evening worship on 
Wednesday, July 3. Please mark your calendars!

2nd Annual  
Food For Kids Treasure Sale

Coming September 6-7
More details to follow!

We will need donations & volunteers.  
Mark your calendar

No adult clothes or shoes & no electronics this year. 
We welcome gently used furniture, baby and children’s 
clothes & shoes, toys, books, decor, & all items of value!
Donations of items will be accepted beginning Monday, 
August 19, during normal office hours. We will have 
two Saturday drop off times:  August 24 and August 31 
from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Sorry, no early drop-offs.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


BRAT FRY
TO BENEFIT

FOOD FOR KIDS
July 10

serving from 4:00 - 7:00 PM

@ The Sawmill Brewing Company
1110 E 10th Street

Merrill, WI

Brat Plate comes with brat, chips, pickles, and fixings
FREE WILL OFFERING - 

Please be generous - all money goes to buy Food For Kids!

We’re 

Having
 

A ...

Sponsored by:

                            &Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ
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VOLUNTEERS PLEASE!
We also need volunteers to help with the Food For Kids Brat Fry! A sign up sheet is on the 
kiosk. Please help us help the kids. And feel free to bring a volunteer friend from another 
church! Food For Kids is a Merrill Community program, not just a Saint Stephens program!

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Willows

“For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods 
upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy 
seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring: And they 
shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by the 
water courses.” - Isaiah 44:3-4 (KJV)

The “willows by the water courses” have disappeared in 
many parts of the rural west.

The willows have been overgrazed by overpopulations 
of deer and elk. Without the willows, the beavers have 
nothing to work with. Without the beavers’ water-
retaining dams, the winter waters run off faster. As the 
streams run faster, they cut straighter channels. Which 
means that the water runs off even faster. And the fish 

have few still waters in which to build redds and to 
spawn. And the land is waterless for longer and longer 
stretches.

Something is missing. “Water?” you might say. Nope, 
wolves.

Wolves. Wolves had been hunted to extinction.

With wolves re-introduced, early in this century, the elk 
and deer population has in some places returned to what 
it needed to be for the willows to grow, for the beavers 
to work, for the streams to wind, for the fish to spawn, 
for the land to hold its water, and for life to flourish.

What an intricate, careful web of relationships You, O 
God, have created in this amazing world.

Mending broken relationships is not only personal, it is 
our work as stewards of God’s creation. While the bad 
news on this front is often overwhelming, there is more 
that can be mended than we know.

Prayer

Speak hope to our despair for the mending and care of 
your awesome creation. Amen. 

by Tony Robinson

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

July 28 
August 4, 11, 18, 25

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

July 7, 28 
August 4, 11, 18, 25

Coffee Hour 
July 7, 14, 21, 28

Please prayerfully consider ...
Joining us for the Re-Member trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation this August 3-9, 
2019. Cost is $575 per person (if cost is an issue, please speak with Rev. Kyle or 
Rev. Lucas). We need more people to join us to make this year’s trip successful.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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CHURCH DIRECTORIES ARE 
HERE!
Our new Church Directories are 
here! If you had your photograph 
taken for the new Church 
Directory, you are entitled to a 

free copy of our new directory. Please stop in the office 
to pick yours up, and be sure to cross your name off the 
list.

With this new program, when we have 20 families 
or individuals photographed to update our directory, 
Lifetouch will print a new Church Directory and 
everyone photographed will get a copy! Are you a new 
member? Did you miss getting into this directory? Did 
you add or lose a family member (pets count!) and 
want a new portrait taken? Lost weight and just want an 
updated photo? 

If you would like to be added to our list to be photographed, 
which will happen when we get a total of 20 families/
individuals and get a photographer scheduled, please 
call Tina in the church office at 715.536.7322 and she’ll 
add you to the list!

YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• July 8-12 - Help out with Vacation Bible School 
If you are able, help out one, two, or all of the 
days! It’s FUN!

• July 16 - Noah’s Ark Trip to the Waterpark! 
Grades 6 through graduating Class of 2019 
More details to come.

• August 2 @ 4:00 PM - Trampoline Park & 
Dinner (Church pays for the park/Bring money 
to pay for your dinner.)

• September 15 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale 
Fundraiser

• September 22 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome 
Back Celebration - Kicking off a new year of 
youth group with pizza, soda, and fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed 
forms are REQUIRED. (Forms are on our website, too, 
in the Resources section. Just download the form, have 
your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring your 
friend and the completed form along.) 

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation Class will NOT meet 
during July and August. Mark your 
calendars for our next class on  
Wednesday September 11, from 
7:00 - 8:00 PM in the Third Floor 
Classroom/Youth Room. Enjoy 

the break and use the time to focus on some of your 
confirmation projects! Happy Summer!

CONDOLENCES
We extend the condolences of the Christian faith to 
those who passed away during the month of June 2019:

Dorothy Berndt - June 5, 2019

Don’t forget to bring your  
Food Pantry offerings to  

church this Sunday!

Good News Project e-cycling presents:
ELECTRONIC RECYCLING EVENT
Friday, August 2, Noon - 6:00 PM

Saturday, August 3, 9:00 AM - Noon
Merrill Festival Grounds - Steckling Building

East Sixth Street Entrance, Merrill, WI
Data secure recycling

$.40/lb. for most items; $.60/lb. for TVs with 
compromised housing, dehumidifiers $20 

Have questions? Call 715-843-5985

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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ARMED INTRUDER SEMINAR
Church Mutual will sponsor an Armed Intruder Seminar 
at Saint Stephens for Church Staff and Leadership 
in September. If you are an Usher, a member of the 
Hospitality Corps, on the Church Council, a Sunday 
School Teacher, a Nursery volunteer, or a volunteer for 
Dinner @ Five, we want you to attend.

We hope that you will never need the knowledge you 
will glean from this seminar, but in this day and age, we 

know that it is better to be knowledgeable than to think that bad things never happen to good people. Knowledge 
is power. Knowledge saves lives.

So ... if you are in one of the groups listed above, please mark your calendar and make this a high priority to attend.

Armed Intruder Seminar
Saint Stephens UCC - in the Sanctuary

Monday, September 30 @ 6:00 PM

Saint Stephens is going to  
Miller Park!  

Friday, July 12, 2019  
7:10 PM Game Start

San Francisco Giants vs.  
Milwaukee Brewers

Meet at Church @ 1:15 PM 
Depart for Miller Park @ 1:30 PM

Cost is $40 & gets you a ticket to the game and a seat 
on the bus. Hurry! There are only 40 tickets available. 

(If cost is an issue, talk with Rev. Lucas.)
Invite your friends to join us! We need to fill the bus, 
so buy tickets for your friends and family, and make it 

a fun event for all! 
Payment needed by July 10.  

Please Sign Up and Pay in the Office. 
There Will Be Time for Tailgating!

Please bring a dish to pass, your own protein of choice, 
and your own beverages for before 

the game.
We will also need grills (3 or 4) and 
someone willing to grill. Please let 
Rev. Lucas know if you have a grill 

and/or are willing to grill.

UNDER THE BRIDGE
Keep Under the Bridge in mind when cleaning out 
closets and drawers! Donations of socks, tshirts, pants, 
sweatshirts, hats, and jackets (mostly for men) can be 
dropped off in the church office, and Dave Raddenbach 
will share them with the regional homeless community 
living under the bridge in the Wausau area on his 
weekly Wednesday visits. 

Dave also makes and takes sandwiches and other non-
perisable food items for his Wednesday afternoon visits, 
so if you can donate bread, cold cuts, or cheese for 
making sandwiches, or small cans of pop top spaghetti, 
ravioli, fruit, etc. for distribution, help and donations of 
these items are welcome. Have questions? Call Dave at 
715.722.0700

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays. Feel free to bring your little ones 
ages 0 - 3 to the nursery where our adult volunteers will 
be happy to care for them during the service. 

ROAR! Life is Wild *  
God is Good

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  
July 8-12

9:00 - 11:30 AM

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FOOD FOR KIDS
Want to make a donation to support  
the Food for Kids program Saint 
Stephens adopted? Make your check 
payable to:  Food for Kids.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life. Note:  The email you use to 
set it up must match the one in church records.

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let 
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support, 
and care. Or if you know of someone in the hospital. 
We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, July 8, will be:

Baked Ham, Hash Browns  
Hot Veggie, Pasta Salad 
 Dessert & Beverages

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Kristy Neuman
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Tanner Depies
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

THIS SUNDAY, JULY 7 - 9:00 AM Worship -  
with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:  Worship at 6:00 PM with Communion

Please NOTE:  There will be NO WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP on July 3 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 8-12 

NOAH’S ARK TRIP:  For Youth Grade 6 to Graduating Class of 2019 - July 16
BREWER GAME! SAINT STEPHENS GOES TO MILLER PARK:  Friday, July 12 

FALL KICKOFF SUNDAY:  September 15
OKTOBERFEST:  September 28

UPCOMING EVENTS

Remember ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of cash!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


SUNDAY, JULY 7 - Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

- Chris Stevenson

Worship at 9:00 AM with Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 
Musician is Darlene Johnson. 

Liturgist is Jennifer Porath. 
Flowers on the altar are sponsored in memory of Faye Reinhadt on her birthday 
from Charles Reinhardt , Kent & Wendy Reinhardt and Family, and Phil & Kelly 

Natzke and Family. 
Radio Ministry is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 

Nursery will be staffed. 
Ushers scheduled will be Les & Pearl Sabatke, Arlo Berndt, Dennis Woller, Darryl 

Frick, Greg Heath, Michael Schroeder, Jeff Forster, and Cliff Williams. 
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kevin Golisch, Dave & Sue Pyan, Kent & 

Wendy Reinhardt, Marcus Reinhardt, Matthew Reinhardt, Luke & Jess Golisch, 
Ryan Golisch, Kayla Schulz, Jodi Golisch, Justin Pyan, and Hope Golisch.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JULY 8 
 9:00 Vacation Bible School 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, JULY 9 
 9:00 Vacation Bible School 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513

WEDNESDAY, JULY 10 
 9:00 Vacation Bible School 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)

THURSDAY, JULY 11 
 9:00 Vacation Bible School 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 12:00 Exec Committee/Church & 
            Ministry/Staff Meeting 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, JULY 12 
 9:00 Vacation Bible School 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
 1:15 Meet @ Church for Brewer Game
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Don’t Miss Out! It’s Next Week!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 8-12

9:00 - 11:30 AM
Get your registration form online, in the office, 

or from Rev. Lucas!
ROAR! Life is Wild *  

God is Good
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