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IT’S THE DISCOMFORT

There’s not much time left, so I’m just going to jump in. We don’t do discomfort well. We 
have created a culture that mostly anesthetizes us into resisting change. People say that 
it’s human nature to resist change - that somehow we’re just programmed that way, and 

there’s nothing we can do about it.

A week after I announced that my family was moving back to Michigan, I took a week of 
vacation like I always do after Easter. We spent the week in Michigan. There was some 
relaxing, but in reality there was a lot of work to do. And I’m embarrassed to admit this, but it 
was really difficult to come back here after that week. I knew that making the announcement 
was only the first difficult hurdle. Perhaps the second, and more difficult, hurdle was going to 
be trying to figure out how to leave and separate. I knew that it was going to be three months 
of almost constant change, and I did not want to have to deal with the discomfort that would 
accompany that change.

I differ from the common assumption about us humans. I don’t believe that we’re resistant 
to change; I think we hate the discomfort that comes with it. We humans are by nature, 
from birth, incredibly resilient and adaptive. We become less of these things as we grow 
older, if we are not nurtured to continue them. I think these natural qualities have actually 
been suppressed for the more popular notion that we don’t like change. I think we’ve been 
conditioned to hate change, not born with a natural distaste. 

There’s a case to be made that we’ve built much of culture around the idea that we shouldn’t 
have to endure the discomfort of change (the definition of entitlement which exists across 
generations) and, therefore, we’ve developed a multitude of ways to anesthetize ourselves out 
of having to do the work that change requires, whether it be natural change or something we’ve 
brought on ourselves. Busy-ness is often, ironically, our most common from of anesthesia.

I was asked a while back if I thought Merrill was a city that was resistant to change. From my 
perspective, as something of an outsider, I assume that most people would have immediately 
said, “yes!” I think the common assumption is that Merrill is resistant to change. But I’m not 
so sure that’s the case. What I’ve seen is that there’s something in the water here - no, not 
algae - that actually really does deeply desire change, but by my observation, there’s also 
an insidious belief that change wouldn’t actually do any good or make anything better if it 
happened, so it’s not worth the effort or discomfort to try or to say yes to change.

This might seem like I’m making a meaningless distinction, but I actually think it’s quite 
important. We all need to be convinced that a proposed change will bring a more desirable 
future from a less desirable present. This can be hard work. But nearly all of us are willing to 
change and adapt when we know that the work and discomfort will be worth it.

The work and ministry that we’ve shared is not even close to being done. I believe strongly 
that there are more seeds planted in the garden than there is fruit currently ready to harvest. 
I am saddened because I won’t be around to see more of the harvest, but I am filled with 
immense gratitude for being a part of sowing the seeds of a new future for a vibrant Saint 
Stephens. 

Remember:  Whoever is pushing against change usually has something at stake in the way 
that things are, and they have something to lose in the change.

The story we tell always matters, and we are always telling a story (or stories). If our story says 
we are by nature resilient and adaptive, a future is indeed full of potential and promise. But 
if we are by nature change-resistant creatures, then well … honestly … who cares? Throw 
up your hands and eat more Cheetos (the Flamin’ Hot Cheetos are the best and have a very 
cool origin story).

It’s really our choice to choose the story - a “choose your own adventure story,” if you will.

(Continued on page 2)
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Call the church office

NEW TWIN SHEET SETS & PILLOWS, PLEASE
This summer, we are again collecting NEW twin size sheet sets and 
pillows to take with us on our Re-Member Mission Trip to the Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota as our gift from Saint Stephens. Many familes 
do not have adequate sleeping facilities, simply due to the poverty of this 
region. It’s something so basic, and something many of us take for granted, 
but they definitely do not. One of the things many of us will do on our 
mission trip is build more bunk beds for children on the reservation. And 
sheets and pillows will be just what we need to outfit their new sleeping 
facilities beautifully.

You can bring NEW twin size sheet sets and pillows to the church office anytime during normal business hours 
or on Sundays before worship. We are hoping to have a beautiful mountain of pillows and sheets to take with us 
on our trip like the last two years.

We leave for our trip very early on Saturday, August 3, so the last day to drop off sheet sets and pillows is Friday, 
August 2. The office will only be open that day from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM, so please plan accordingly.

Step by Step-Moving Forward Together
If you’re like us, you might be feeling torn between trying to enjoy 
these last weeks with Pastor Kyle, and letting your mind wander 
towards “what’s next?” You might even feel a little discomfort with 
the unknown. It’s important to keep in mind that we, as a church, are 
in a very different place than we were five years ago. You’ll also be 
happy to know that a search team has been assembled. We’ve met with 
Reverend Rob MacDougall, Associate Wisconsin Conference Minister, 
to review search protocol. We’ve also formed a sub-committee which 
has been working diligently to build and refine our church’s profile. It 
is expected to be finished by the end of the month and is the first step in the exchange process which connects 
churches and clergy. We’ve also met with Pastor Lucas to define his role in filling this gap, and have identified 
pulpit supply dates. Additionally, there have been discussions about our interim pastor options, should the need 
arise. We are, indeed, at the beginning of a process, but take some comfort in knowing the process is underway. 
Seeds have been planted at Saint Stephens, and it is up to us, as a congregation, to keep them growing. We will 
continue to update you as we move through this process.  

Respectfully, Gary Schwartz and Kelly Wallace, Search Team Co-chairs

Kenyon Golisch, Kent Reinhardt, Kris Smith, Nancy Dabbert,  
Dennis Grefe, Beth Houle, Mike Moellendorf, and Jennifer Porath, Search Team

Are we adaptive and resilient, or naturally change-resistant? From where I stand, it can’t really be both. But what do I know, 
I’m just a troll from the Lower Peninsula …

Blessings of deep gratitude for all the seeds and for all the harvest, Kyle
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Teaching Moments

This Tuesday, June 18, marks one year that I have been 
the Associate Minister at Saint Stephens. I find it crazy 
to think that it’s been a year already. The past year has 

been a great year indeed. Not only have I grown as a pastor 
in that year, but together we have grown as Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ in that year. And in that year, there 
have been many teaching moments.

I have spent time in a few of my articles talking about how 
God or the Spirit is at work in us and about paying attention to how God is doing that in our own lives. The teaching 
moment for me has been that I have spent time talking about it with you, but I haven’t done a lot of sharing with 
you. My teaching moment here is that once I become aware of how God or the Spirit are at work, to find a way to 
share it with you all. It could be in an Interpreter article or in the pulpit on Sunday.

A particular teaching moment I have been focused on lately is finding time for myself or, as it is commonly called, 
self-care. My first teaching moment about self-care came in between my second and third years at seminary when I 
was doing my Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE). The teaching moment came about when I was the on call Chaplain 
for one weekend. During that weekend, there were five deaths that I was called in for. On that Monday, I came into 
the Chaplain offices, handed the on call phone to the person with the responsibility for that day, and proceeded 
to continue on with my day. By about ten in morning, I began to feel exhausted and mentally drained, and I went 
and talked with my CPE supervisor. He reminded me that in the creation story, even God took time for Godself. I 
found this both enlightening and resourceful, because it was then that it became obvious to me that I never took 
time for myself in the midst of all that happened over the weekend, and I was feeling burnt out. From that point on, 
I always paid more attention to how I was or wasn’t taking care of myself.

I now find myself in a second self-care teaching moment. With all of the transition that is approaching, I have made 
it a goal of mine to find time for myself in the midst of it all. As I have taken time for myself, I have also been able 
to find space to reflect on the last year. The one thing I have seen is that I need to improve on taking care of myself 
from September until Easter. My reflection showed me that where I thought I was taking care of myself in these 
months, I wasn’t doing as good of a job at it as I thought.

I share these teaching moments with you so that they might help you grow and become more aware of your own. 
This goes back to the various articles I have written on being vulnerable. You all have been vulnerable with me 
throughout the year, whether it’s providing feedback or opening up to me on a more personal level. My hope is 
that we can continue to be vulnerable as we move into our second year together and that we continue to look for 
teaching moments. I also hope that those teaching moments show you that we always have space for growth and 
that, if we take the time to stop, think, and reflect, these teaching moments are there waiting to reveal themselves 
to us.

Sisters and brothers, God is at work in us, always teaching us and looking for ways to help teach us. May you be 
open to the possibilities that each teaching moment has to offer. May the spirit guide you, and may God grant you 
the knowledge to help you discern. 

ALL are Invited ... to an 
OPEN HOUSE at the Parsonage

Thursday, June 20:  5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Rev. Kyle Carnes and Jamie Carnes are hosting an open house for all!
Please feel welcome to come by for a visit, appetizers and desserts, and 

some genuine camaraderie.
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NEW ORGAN DEDICATION CONCERT

“What an amazing concert!” “It was just wonderful.” “He could 
have played all evening.” That’s the consensus of everyone 
who has talked about the Organ Dedication Concert since 

Saturday night. Most of those in attendance were “blown away” by the 
beautiful renditions of not only “organ” music, but the sound of flutes, snare 
drums, orchestras, bagpipes, and so much more. And it all came out of our 
beautiful new instrument! So much more than “just” an organ!

Thank you to everyone who came to the concert and especially to all those 
who made this wonderful concert and evening possible and blessed us 
with their musical talents ... Val Bartlein & Classic Church Organs, Darlene 
Johnson, Jim Bjorklund, Rev. Kyle & Jamie Carnes, the Saint Stephens Chime 
Choir, the Saint Stephens Church Choir, and our special guest accompanist, 
internationally renowned musician, Dan Miller. Dan has been a church 
organist since age 15, holds a Church Music Diploma from Moody Bible 
Institute, majored in organ performance at the American Conservatory of 
Music, holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Florida Atlantic University, 
and holds a Master of Music degree in Organ Performance from Winthrop 
University. And all of that experience operating our new Rogers Infinity 3 
Manual Organ with its 3-manual keyboards, 61 stops, and 32 foot pedals came shining through!

Thank you also to each and every one of you who contributed to make our dream of a new organ become a reality 
... through your contributions specifically to the Organ Fund and to the NOW! Capital Campaign ... and to the 
Estate of Lylas Kanitz, all of whom made this dream come true for Saint Stephens.

We hope those of you who attended also enjoyed our ice cream social afterward, made possible by Tim & Sandy 
Mosser and Chips of Merrill (Thank you for donating the ice cream!) and Kris Smith, Janet Schaefer, and Judy Heath, 
your Church Council members who dished up the deliciousness!
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FOOD FOR KIDS IN THE PARK
ST. STEPHENS “ TACO TUESDAY”

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Our “Taco Tuesday” lunches at Stange’s Park have 
begun and we need volunteers to help! Please sign 
up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge! We need at least 
one adult lead on each team; both adults and youth 
are encouraged to help. It’s fun, easy, and a great way 
to spend a Tuesday, feeding area children during the 
summer months when free and reduced lunch meals 
are not available because there is no school. Pick a 
week and sign up!

If you volunteered last year, we hope you will volunteer 
again. And if you’ve never volunteered for this fun 
project, maybe this is your year to give it a try! Please 
sign up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge or call Sally 
Woller at 715.536.9870 to volunteer.

Thrivent Membership Appreciation  
and Open House event.  

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2019
Time: 5:00 p.m.

Place: St. Stephen’s Church of Christ 
 903 E 2nd Street, Merrill

A short discussion on helping the Saint Stephens 
Church community, through Action Teams and Choice 
Dollars, is being held for Thrivent members and any 
others that are interested in hearing more. 

Free pizza and refreshments will be offered. 
Hosted by Thrivent Financial. 

Please RSVP by calling Kelly O’Day at 715-218-7575 .

News from Re-Member Pine Ridge, SD June 2019

Another trip to Re-member on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation is in the books. While a rewarding and 
uplifting experience, I was also again struck by the 
stark and shocking level of need. We planted trees (43) 
for a wind break at Feather II, planted trees as a wind 
break for the SDSU green houses, helped complete 
two 50’X30’X100’ green houses, and helped start the 
building of a satellite community garden. 

My experience on this trip was, as always, exceptionally 
humbling. I came away with a focus on what I will call 
my “wedge of the pie”. My wedge of the pie will be the 
needs of Feather II and the opportunity to grow healthy 
food, distribute healthy food, and sustain healthy diets 
and, as a result, impact the community in a supportive 
way. Long term self determination and development 
can happen from the grassroots of the community 
only when the basic foundation of a healthy lifestyle, 
education, and economic independence is developed.   
Access to healthy food is only the beginning. The 
goal of Feather II and the University of South Dakota 
Extension office is to help plan, build, and support the 
infrastructure to “grow” the community and the ability 
to grow sustaining community gardens across an area 
the size of Connecticut. 

What we accomplished on the last trip for the volunteers 
was significant.  What was completed was also limited 
by what can be accomplished in one week. What 
some might call a drop in the bucket, a grain of sand, 
or too little too late. But if the experience can ignite 
a conversation, or better understanding, or action, the 
journey has begun. Please feel free to ask me about Re-
Member. What we can do. Finally, please ask me what 
the plan can be going forward.

- Scott Wallace

P.S.  We need a small garden tractor for Feather II. Any 
ideas??

Please join us for a ...
SEARCH COMMITTEE  

INFORMATIONAL MEETING
Immediately following worship

Sunday, June 30
in the Sanctuary

Stay to learn more about the Search process and the 
Search team who will represent Saint Stephens during 
this process. Come/stay after worship and get your 
questions answered!
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Beth Houle has been a lifelong member of Saint Stephens but says she began attending regularly in October of 
2014. As far as getting involved with church life and activities, she says she joined Church Council because 
she was asked by members of Church Council to run and get involved. Pretty simple and straightforward.  

She was asked, and she responded to the call.

You may have noticed some of us (office staff, pastors, current Council members) have asked YOU if you would 
be interested in running for Church Council. That’s not by accident. We want to get more people involved on our 
Church Council, and more people running for positions on Church Council. For this fall, we want a great election 
with more people running than positions available so that the congregation can truly vote for who they want to best 
represent them for the next two years. But even if you haven’t been personally asked, we want YOU to consider 
running for the Church Council, and if you would like to run, please call the office to officially be added to the 
ballot for this fall. Why do we want YOU to get involved? Because our church is all about the PEOPLE. That’s one 
of the reasons why Beth responded, when asked if she could accomplish any one thing while she is on Council, 
what would it be with:  “Get church members to be more active in the life of the congregatio.”

When asked, “What is your favorite thing about Saint Stephens?” Beth immediately answered:  “The people and 
the work that we do within the community.” Beth is a vital part of that work in the community. She is the Program 
Coordinator for Food For Kids Merrill (www.foodforkidsmerrill.org), the community program Saint Stephens 
adopted and agreed to administer on behalf of the entire Merrill community, a role that involves coordinating 
fundraising efforts to support the program that requires nearly $30,000 per year in donations to operate. 

Beth is employed as a Learning & Development Specialist at Church Mutual Insurance Company. She lives with 
her husband, Mike; her son, Michael, who will turn six this week on June 20 (Happy Birthday, Michael!); and their 
golden retriever, Stanley.

Between work, volunteering for church (Hospitality Corps/Greeters, Church Council, Food For Kids, Ushering, 
and making coffee for worship), and family stuff, what does she do for fun? “Chase my son, Michael!” is Beth’s 
automatic reply. When she does find time to relax, her guilty pleasures are the Harry Potter books and movies, 
National Lampoon movies, and Chinese food. She has enjoyed a Cruise in the Caribbean in the past, but “I love 
Disney World,” Beth confesses. 

Her favorite season is fall -- for “sweatshirts and hoodies, fires, and changing leaves,” Beth says.

Quirky factoid about Beth? She hates condiments – ketchup, mustard, mayo, etc. So if you’re serving her a burger 
or a brat, you’ll know ahead of time:  Hold the ketchup. Hold the mustard. Hold the mayo.

Now here’s a challenge to YOU. Yep, that’s right. YOU. The person reading this right now. How can you help 
Beth fulfill her goal? How can YOU become more active in the life of the congregation? You could run for Council 
certainly, but if that isn’t your thing, there are lots of ways to get involved. You can volunteer for Hospitality Corps 
or an Usher team, help serve food at funerals, stuff envelopes, answer phones in the office, help with Dinner @ 
Five, work with kids as a Sunday School teacher or at Vacation Bible School or with the babies in the Nursery. If 
you have an interest, we can find an opportunity for you to use your God-given talents here at Saint Stephens!

Meet 
Beth 
Houle
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial Fund 
 $5.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Lorene Hass 
 $5.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Irma Stine 
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Rodger & Donna Thompson 
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Phyllis Reinhardt 
 $20.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Phil & Carol Krause 
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Betty Krause 
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Barb & Joe Carlson 
 $5.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Mr. & Mrs. Lavern Brunow 
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Marlene Duwe 
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Mary Ann Forster 
 $5.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Ron & Gloria Lavicka 
 $25.00 in memory of Bev King from Sharon Evensen 
 $25.00 in memory of Bev King from Elizabeth McCrank 
 $30.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Dennis & Ione Koehler 
 $100.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Dan & Patsy Pick 
 $10.00 in memory of Bev King from Dan & Patsy Pick 
 $15.00 in memory of Aunt June Zimmerman in honor of her June 13 birthday from Linda Hass 
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Joan Lukes 
 $15.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Linda Hass 
 $30.00 in memory of my husband, Ernie Krueger, on June 14 from Anna Krueger 
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Ruth Buck 
 $20.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Dick Bettin 
 $20.00 in memory of our fathers, Albert Kanitz & William Beyer, Sr., from William & Marion Beyer 
 $20.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Donna Petruzates

St. Paul’s Cemetery 
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Marcella Oestreich

Radio 
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from LuEllen Natzke

Food For Kids 
 $10.00 in memory of Ginny Krause from Dorothy (Carlos) Berndt 
 $25.00 in memory of Marvin Hass for Father’s Day and his June 23 birthday from Kristine Smith 
 $20.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Gerald & Carol Duwe

Anniversary 
 $20.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Gerald Oestreich 
 $25.00 in memory of Father, Fritz Hoff, from Lissette Frick

Capital Improvement 
 $20.00 in memory of Dad, Lylas Berndt, on Father’s Day from Dennis & Sharon Woller 
 $20.00 in memory of Aunt, Dorothy M. Berndt, from Dennis & Sharon Woller 
 $10.00 in memory of Virginia Krause from Dennis & Sharon Woller 

Electrical/Wiring Fund 
 $15.00 in loving memory of my Dad, Carlos Berndt, on Father’s Day, from Kathy Case 
 $10.00 in memory of Virginia Krause from Arlo & Eunice Berndt 
 $50.00 in loving memory of Norbert Krause for Father’s Day from his family 
 $25.00 in memory of Laverne Woller for Father’s Day from Mark & Sally Woller 
 $75.00 in memory of Raymond Herdt for Father’s Day from Wendel & Debbie Mathis and Family; Brian & Terri  
  Haufe and Family; and Todd Herdt 
 $75.00 in memory of Betty Herdt from Wendel & Debbie Mathis and Family; Brian & Terri Haufe and Family;  
  and Todd Herdt

(Continued on Page 9)

SPECIAL GIFTS
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Not Just for Funerals

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”- Psalm 23:1 
(NRSV)

Almost every time I plan a funeral, the reading of 
Psalm 23 is requested. It’s probably the one psalm 
we all know more than any of the others, and there is 
something comforting about reading it while we mourn: 

“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death…”

But that Psalm 23 has been relegated mostly to funerals 
is a tragedy. Because, to me, this psalm isn’t about 
death; it’s about living fearlessly and in abundance.

The shepherd of the psalm, God, is described as 
someone who can lead us through the scariest of 
places, all the while casting aside our fear. And God fills 
our cups, not just until there is enough, but until they 
overflow with so much goodness that we can’t help but 

share it.

I think churches could learn from this. Because in 
a time when so many churches are drawing inward, 
afraid of an unknown future, and clinging to the “hope” 
of austerity measures, the psalm offers us a radical 
alternative. Don’t live in fear. Live in faith. And follow 
the one who can lead you through the darkest valleys 
and make them seem like they were well-lit sidewalks.

Churches, don’t wait until your funeral to live out this 
psalm. Live out that kind of faith every day. God has 
already given you more than you need. Don’t be afraid. 
Live boldly, and you will indeed live. 

Prayer

God, be our shepherd, and cast out our fear. Help us to 
follow you into the unknown, and to see the grace that 
we have already received. Amen. 

by Emily C. Heath 

WE NEED SPONSORS ... FLOWERS, RADIO & COFFEE
We need sponsors for flowers, radio, and coffee! Can you help? 
We don’t have a radio sponsor for any of the next three weeks:  
June 23 or 30 or July 7; we don’t have a flower sponsor for June 30 or 
July 28; and we don’t have coffee hour sponsors for June 30, all the 
way through the end of summer!

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside 
the still waters.
3He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for 
his name’s sake.
4Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
5Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and 
I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

June 30 
July 28 

August 4, 11, 18, 25

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

June 23, 30 
July 7, 28 

August 4, 11, 18, 25

Coffee Hour 
June 30 

July 7, 14, 21, 28

Please prayerfully consider ...
Joining us for the Re-Member trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation this August 3-9, 
2019. Cost is $575 per person (if cost is an issue, please speak with Rev. Kyle or 
Rev. Lucas). We need more people to join us to make this year’s trip successful.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
July 8-12, 2019

9:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Open to Kids Going into K-6 
in the Fall of 2019

Registration open now!

Mark your calendars so you can plan your family 
vacations around VBS so the kids can attend! 

ROAR! Life is Wild * God is Good

VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  We are looking for 7th 
& 8th graders, high school students, and adults to help 
with Vacation Bible School. If you can help, even just 
for part of a day, please sign up in the office. You can 
help with crafts, snacks, games, supervision ... lots of fun 
opportunities! 

It’s the “Mane” Event!

SAINT STEPHENS SOFTBALL UPDATE
Last Sunday, June 16, our Saint Stephens/St. Peter’s 
Schofield team played St. Paul’s Irma/St. Peter’s Hamburg. 
The game ended in a win with a score of 27-19.

This Sunday, June 23, we will play Immanuel/St. Paul’s 
Hamburg at 3:30 PM at the softball field at St. John’s. 

Come out to cheer us on, support the concession stands, 
and have fun on a Sunday afternoon. All are welcome!

(Continued from Page 6)

NOW! Capital Campaign 
 $15.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Esther Gruling 
 $20.00 in memory of Virginia Krause from Jerry & Elmira Krause 
 $20.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Jerry & Elmira Krause 
 $200.00 in appreciation of Pastor Kyle’s ministry here at Saint Stephens from Harriet Henrich 
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Betty Krause

CHURCH DIRECTORIES ARE HERE! 
Our new Church Directories are here! If you had your photograph taken for the new 
Church Directory, you are entitled to a free copy of our new directory. Please stop in the 
office to pick yours up, and be sure to cross your name off the list.
With the Lifetouch program we selected this time around, we now have the opportunity to 
schedule a photographer to come to the church to take new/additional/updated portraits 

whenever we have a list of 20 families/individuals who would like photographs. This can include new members 
so we can add them to our church directory, families who have experienced changes (like a new baby or adopted 
child, marriage, pet you’d like included, etc.), or maybe because you just want a new annual family portrait or 
you’ve lost weight and look great and want an updated photo. If you would like to be added to our list to be 
photographed, which will happen when we get a total of 20 families/individuals and get a photographer scheduled, 
please call Tina in the church office at 715.536.7322 and she’ll add you to the list!

“I have accepted fear as part of life – specifically 
the fear of change ... I have gone ahead despite the 
pounding in the heart that says: turn back....” 

- Erica Jong

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR REV. KYLE
In speaking with Rev. Kyle 
recently, he greatly appreciates 
parishioners who are giving to 
the NOW! Capital Campaign in 
honor and appreciation for his 

ministry and his time here at Saint Stephens with all of 
you. He said gifts to NOW! are one of the absolute best 
ways you can honor his ministry here and show how 
much that has meant to you ... because by doing so, you 
are carrying on the work he, and all of you, have done 
and will continue to do here at Saint Stephens. You are 
continuing to care for the seeds that have been planted!
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SPECIAL MUSIC DATES - SUMMER 2019
Singers are needed for the following dates this 
summer:   July 14   &   August 25

Please contact Jim Bjorklund if you are 
interested in sharing your talents with the 
congregation this summer.

Home phone:  715.539.3442  
Email:  rudybjork@charter.net   

Text:  715.921.6578

YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• July 8-12 - Help out with Vacation Bible School 
If you are able, help out one, two, or all of the 
days! It’s FUN!

• July 16 - Noah’s Ark Trip to the Waterpark! 
Grades 6 through graduating Class of 2019 
More details to come.

• August 2 @ 4:00 PM - Trampoline Park & 
Dinner (Church pays for the park/Bring money 
to pay for your dinner.)

• September 15 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale 
Fundraiser

• September 22 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome 
Back Celebration - Kicking off a new year of 
youth group with pizza, soda, and fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed 
forms are REQUIRED. (Forms are on our website, too, 
in the Resources section. Just download the form, have 
your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring your 
friend and the completed form along.) 

Calling all youth 
... 

We are going to 
Noah’s Ark  

again this year!!

Tuesday, July 16, 2019
Youth Grades 6 – 12 (Class of 2019)

Please Sign Up in the Office  
(& Grab a Permission Slip for you and your Friends) 

Saint Stephens Youth = $15
Saint Stephens Adult Members = $20

Adult Nonmembers & Friends of Youth = $25

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation Class will NOT meet 
during July and August. Mark your 
calendars for our next class on  
Wednesday September 11, from 
7:00 - 8:00 PM in the Third Floor 
Classroom/Youth Room. Enjoy 

the break and use the time to focus on some of your 
confirmation projects! Happy Summer!

PINE CREST WORSHIP
The June Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, June 27. Members scheduled to 
assist residents to the service are Kathy Case and Penny 
Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams will lead the worship 
service, and Darlene Johnson is the pianist.

LEE’S PIGGLY WIGGLY SCRIP
Lee’s Piggly Wiggly in Merrill is closing, and their last 
day will be June 22; however, the shelves are emptying 
quickly. If you have Lee’s Piggly Wiggly Scrip, please 
be sure to use it up, as there are no refunds on Scrip. If 
you do not use up your Piggly Wiggly Scrip, the nearest 
Piggly Wiggly store is in Mosinee, and they will also 
accept your Piggly Wiggly Scrip. There are also other 
Piggly Wiggly stores located around the state.

Thank you to Piggly Wiggly for supporting our Saint 
Stephens Scrip program!

WEDNESDAY, JULY 3
There will be no Wednesday evening worship on 
Wednesday, July 3. Please mark your calendars!
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Saint Stephens is going to  
Miller Park!  

Friday, July 12, 2019  
7:10 PM Game Start

San Francisco Giants vs.  
Milwaukee Brewers

Meet at Church @ 1:15 PM 
Depart for Miller Park @ 1:30 PM

Cost is $40 & gets you a ticket to the game and a seat 
on the bus. Hurry! There are only 40 tickets available. 

(If cost is an issue, talk with Rev. Lucas.)
Invite your friends to join us! We need to fill the bus, 
so buy tickets for your friends and family, and make it 

a fun event for all! 
Payment needed by July 10.  

Please Sign Up and Pay in the Office. 
There Will Be Time for Tailgating!

Please bring a dish to pass, your own protein of choice, 
and your own beverages for before 

the game.
We will also need grills (3 or 4) and 
someone willing to grill. Please let 
Rev. Lucas know if you have a grill 

and/or are willing to grill.

UNDER THE BRIDGE
Keep Under the Bridge in mind when cleaning out 
closets and drawers! Donations of socks, tshirts, pants, 
sweatshirts, hats, and jackets (mostly for men) can be 
dropped off in the church office, and Dave Raddenbach 
will share them with the regional homeless community 
living under the bridge in the Wausau area on his 
weekly Wednesday visits. 

Dave also makes and takes sandwiches and other non-
perisable food items for his Wednesday afternoon visits, 
so if you can donate bread, cold cuts, or cheese for 
making sandwiches, or small cans of pop top spaghetti, 
ravioli, fruit, etc. for distribution, help and donations of 
these items are welcome. Have questions? Call Dave at 
715.722.0700

FLAT JESUS AT THE 
ORGAN CONCERT!
Flat Jesus enjoyed 
Saturday’s organ concert, 
too. Good thing he was 
tucked securely into a 
hymnal, cause he was 
kind of “blown away” 
by it like everyone else! 
Send your Flat Jesus pics!

Good News Project e-cycling presents:
ELECTRONIC RECYCLING EVENT
Friday, August 2, Noon - 6:00 PM

Saturday, August 3, 9:00 AM - Noon
Merrill Festival Grounds - Steckling Building

East Sixth Street Entrance, Merrill, WI
Data secure recycling

$.40/lb. for most items; $.60/lb. for TVs with 
compromised housing, dehumidifiers $20 

Have questions? Call 715-843-5985

SCRIP ... $16,000 PROFIT IN TWO YEARS!
Did you know ...

To date, in 2019, the Scrip program has already had 
enough profit to transfer $4,000 over to the Saint 
Stephens General Fund.

And in 2018, the Scrip program transferred $8,000 over 
to the General Fund. In October of 2017, there was a 
$4,000 transfer.

That’s a whopping $16,000 in less than two full years!

When you purchase and use Scrip cards ... those that 
are in stock or when you place a special order ...  Saint 
Stephens profits! It’s a win/win for everyone, with barely 
any effort on your part and no money out of YOUR 
pocket! 

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays. Feel free to bring your little ones 
ages 0 - 3 to the nursery where our adult volunteers will 
be happy to care for them during the service. 

FOOD FOR KIDS
Want to make a donation to support  the Food for Kids 
program Saint Stephens adopted? Make your check 
payable to:  Food for Kids.
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ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life. Note:  The email you use to 
set it up must match the one in church records.

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let 
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support, 
and care. Or if you know of someone in the hospital. 
We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, June 24, will be:

Chicken Soup, Fresh Baked Bread,  
Hot Veggie, Fresh Salad 
 Dessert & Beverages

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Kristy Neuman
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Tanner Depies
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

THIS SUNDAY, JUNE 23 - 9:00 AM Worship - Rev. Carnes’ Last Day Preaching at Saint Stephens -  
with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);  

No Coffee Hour today. Instead, please join the Carnes family at Stoney Acres for pizza at 12:00 Noon 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:  Worship at 6:00 PM with Communion 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 8-12 
NOAH’S ARK TRIP:  For Youth Grade 6 to Graduating Class of 2019 - July 16
BREWER GAME! SAINT STEPHENS GOES TO MILLER PARK:  Friday, July 12 

FALL KICKOFF SUNDAY:  September 15
OKTOBERFEST:  September 28

UPCOMING EVENTS

COMMUNION NOTE
Note that there was an error on the June calendar in 
an earlier Interpreter. To clarify, there will NOT be 
communion on Sunday, June 30. However, we WILL 
have communion on two Sundays during June:  Sunday, 
June 2, and Sunday, June 23.

Remember ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of cash!



SUNDAY, JUNE 23 - Third Sunday after Pentecost 
        Rev. Carnes’ Last Day Preaching  

- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM with Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 
Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Tiffany Bucheger. 

Liturgist is Mary Stamm. 
Flowers on the altar are in celebration of the ministry of Rev. Kyle Carnes and an 

awesome “boss” from the Staff at Saint Stephens. 
Radio Ministry is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 

There will be no Coffee Hour this Sunday after worship. Instead, join the Carnes 
family at Stoney Acres for pizza and beverages at 12:00 Noon. 
Nursery will be staffed by Lottie Ziemke and Bonnie Koelsch. 

Ushers scheduled will be George Dintelman, Mark Woller, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 
Dornbrack, Randy Perry, Beth Houle, and Virgil Baumgart. 

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Carl & Kathy Hass, Cliff Williams, Jean & Bob 
Hoeft, Kris Smith, Jennifer Oestreich, and Jennifer Porath.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JUNE 24 
 9:00 Senior Exercise 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, JUNE 25 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship with Communion

THURSDAY, JUNE 27 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
  5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, JUNE 28 
 12:00 Alcholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Come & Celebrate the Ministry of 
Rev. Kyle Carnes with the Carnes Family 

at Stoney Acres Farm
7002 Rangeline Road, Athens, Wisconsin

beginning this Sunday, June 23 @ 12:00 Noon
with Pizza & Beverages


