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HOW TO SAY GOODBYE

The musical Hamilton is a few years old now, but recently made its rounds through 
mid-Michigan, so I have a lot of friends and family who got to see it and have been 
talking about it. One of the songs in the second act is about George Washington 

telling Hamilton that he is going to step down and not run for re-election against John 
Adams. The song is called One Last Time, and the refrain of the song is: “We’ll teach 
them how to say goodbye.” 

I’m not sure, but perhaps I’ve needed someone to teach me how to say goodbye. I 
know a lot of people say they’re not good at goodbyes. It’s not something I think I’ve 
ever said about myself, but there’s a chance that I’m not very good at goodbyes either.

In fact, the more I think about it, it’s not just goodbyes, but it’s also just coming to the 
end or conclusion of most anything, and I have a hard time. I read a lot, but I rarely 
make it all the way through to the end of a book. I’ll start two or three other books 
before I ever, if ever, get to the end. I will binge watch multiple seasons of a show 
and get to the last season and stop watching it for six months or so, before I have to 
will myself to see the end, as well. I’ll leave the nearly empty bottle of hot sauce in 
the fridge for weeks without touching it, because I don’t want to finish it and miss out 
somehow later on down the road, when maybe there was a better time for hot sauce  

… maybe I’m not good at good byes.

The story goes that Washington stepped down so that the new country might resist 
the urges back to monarchy, and they might practice the peaceful exchange of power.

It is difficult to have shared something and then to see it come to an end. I know I 
resist it … obviously, because I won’t just finish a jar of hot sauce …

But there is power in seeing something through to the end. There is power in 
acknowledging that endings involve sadness and, therefore, grief. And there is 
restorative power in grief. We often need to be reminded that human emotions are 
intended to be felt, not avoided, set aside, or boxed up. It’s actually the only way 
forward. We can circle a long time with unfelt emotions before we realize that we 
have not been going forward for a long time.

One of the ways that I want to approach the ending of this phase of our relationship is 
to say, thank you. I’ve mentioned a few things in preceding weeks. But my gratitude 
for this congregation exceeds my words. I’m only partially sure what the next season 
looks like, but I know that the healing, strength, love, and community that I’ve received 
here will continue to shape who I am. And I think our time together will shape what 
the future looks like here, as well.

Saying goodbye allows space for something new to begin. Many of you already know 
that the UCC has in place a policy of separation at the end of a pastor’s tenure of at 
least one year. This means that even though many of you keep asking if I’ll be back 
for Oktoberfest or going to Re-Member, I will not be able to come back for these for 
at least a year. Even as I am saddened to not be able to share these things together, 
I support and understand the need for this year of separation. We all need the time. 
You all need to take the space to make room for the next senior minister that the Spirit 
is already preparing. And I need the space so that once we settle, I will be able to 

(Continued on page 2)
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ALL are Invited to ... “A Gratitude Circle” 
An evening of Stories & Celebration with Rev. Kyle Carnes

Tuesday, June 18, at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary at Saint Stephens

We will be celebrating Rev. Kyle’s ministry, but also celebrating what we have all done 
together as Saint Stephens. Take time before you come, to reflect on what Rev. Kyle has 
meant to you, and to Saint Stephens. Perhaps you can bring an object that has meaning 
for you and sparks a story. This will be a time to share stories, memories, and special 
moments with Rev. Kyle and with one another. There will be laughter; there will be 
tears. There will be sadness. But there will also be great joy. And the Spirit will be with 
us in this place and at this time. Even if you don’t have a story to tell or a gift to bring, 
please come. P.S. Feel free to come barefoot!

Kyle

Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ
903 East 2nd Street | Merrill, Wisconsin | 54452

715.536.7322 | church@ststephensucc.net
903 East 2nd Street, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452715.536.7322 ststephensucc.net

Rev. Kyle Carnes
Rev. Lucas Williams
Mary Pat Campbell

Tina L. Scott
Kimberly McCaskill

Jason Chandler
Jim Bjorklund

Darlene Johnson

Senior Minister
Associate Minister
Pastoral Associate
Business Manager
Administrative Assistant
Facilities Manager
Music Director
Organist

kyle@ststephensucc.net
lucas@ststephensucc.net
marypat@ststephensucc.net
tina@ststephensucc.net
kimberly@ststephensucc.net
jason@ststephensucc.net
james@ststephensucc.net
Call the church office

NEW TWIN SHEET SETS & PILLOWS, PLEASE
This summer, we are again collecting NEW twin size sheet sets and pillows to 
take with us on our Re-Member Mission Trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation 
in South Dakota as our gift from Saint Stephens. Many familes do not have 
adequate sleeping facilities, simply due to the poverty of this region. It’s 
something so basic, and something many of us take for granted, but they 
definitely do not. One of the things many of us will do on our mission 
trip is build more bunk beds for children on the reservation. And sheets 
and pillows will be just what we need to outfit their new sleeping facilities 
beautifully.

You can bring NEW twin size sheet sets and pillows to the church office anytime during normal business hours or 
on Sundays before worship. We are hoping to have a beautiful mountain of pillows and sheets to take with us on 
our trip like the last two years.

We leave for our trip very early on Saturday, August 3, so the last day to drop off sheet sets and pillows is Friday, 
August 2. The office will only be open that day from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM, as we are on summer hours, so please 
plan accordingly.

reconnect with a new congregation again some day. Of course, this makes goodbye all the more difficult.

In the remainder of the month that we have, let’s be intentional to see one another, and to take the time to 
say goodbye, even with sadness and appreciation and yes, maybe even some excitement in our eyes, for the 
possibilities of what comes next. These feelings are all meant to be felt. There will be words unspoken, and there 
will always be something that will be left feeling incomplete. Perhaps even the end of the hot sauce ... is not the 
end of the story.

Please know that Saint Stephens will always have my love and gratitude, and that I am the better for having known 
you and done ministry together.

Goodbye blessings have begun,
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What is the Spirit Doing in You?

Every year when Pentecost comes back around, I always 
find myself excited about the church holiday. I’m excited, 
in part, because it is on Pentecost, when the church 

essentially got its start. Before the events of the first Pentecost 
all those thousands of years ago, there were followers of 
Jesus, yes, but there had not been a movement that could 
be meaningfully called “the church” before that day. This 
is why Pentecost is so meaningful for the church, because 
that is when the spirit brought the church into existence and 
enlivened it.

The main reason I get so excited about Pentecost is because it also provides us the space to reflect personally about 
the Spirit in our own lives. And what it asks us to reflect on is:  How am I relying on the power of the Spirit in my 
life? Am I attentive to the Spirit’s guidance within my own life? And how is the Spirit helping me to continue to grow 
in my gifts? Pentecost asks us to think consciously about what the Spirit is doing in us and through us.

How am I relying on the power of the Spirit in my life? Interestingly, as I reflect on this question, I know I rely on the 
power of the Spirit in my life for guidance (the second question) and to help me learn and grow (the third question). 
Yet, I need to do a better job at relying on the power of the Spirit. Yes, I live, we live, in the presence and power of 
the Spirit, but it’s only to an extent. We, and I say we because I don’t think it’s just me, are limited; we are limited 
by fear, doubt, low expectations, and our tendency to be distracted from God’s work in us.

So how do I, how do we, rely more fully on the power of the Spirit? I think it’s in these moments of limitations. 
This is no easy task. But, if we can rely on the power of the Spirit to help us when we doubt or are in fear, then the 
extent to which we live in the presence and power of the Spirit will grow stronger. That’s how we become more 
reliant on the power of the Spirit in our lives. 

Am I attentive to the Spirit’s guidance within my own life? I find that I am the most attentive to the Spirit’s guidance 
in my life when major shifts or changes are taking place in my life. For example, when I was in the search and call 
process, I was attentive to the Spirit’s guidance. When I was looking for a church, I was looking at churches near 
and around where I grew up, yet something, which I credit to the Spirit, kept nudging, or rather guiding, me to this 
church in Northern Wisconsin. Being attentive to the Spirit during that process helped lead me to Saint Stephens.

Now I said I am most attentive to the Spirits guidance when there are shifts or changes in my life, but I am reminded 
and encouraged to be attentive to the Spirit at all times in my life. To help me, in my office I have a postcard on a 
corkboard that says, “Pay attention to the nudges.” This postcard serves as a reminder to me to be attentive to the 
Spirit, no matter how big or small the nudge may be. 

How is the Spirit helping me to continue to grow in my gifts? Out of the three questions, this is the one I feel most 
grounded in. This is because I believe that the Spirit is always nurturing, empowering, and providing for us. In other 
words, in the same way that water, sunlight, warmth, and nutrients help plants grow, the Spirit has everything we 
need to help us grow. But, without our reliance and attentiveness, it is hard for us to recognize that the Spirit helps 
us continue to grow.

So, that’s my story. What about you?  How are you relying on the power of the Spirit in your life? How are you 
being attentive to the Spirit’s guidance in your life? How is the Spirit helping you to continue to grow in your gifts? 
What is the Spirit doing in and through you?

Sisters and brothers, Pentecost offers us an opportunity to reflect on what the Spirit is doing in our own lives, and 
then it asks us to proclaim it! In this Pentecost season, may you live being moved by the Spirit. And may wisdom 
fall afresh on you.
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Organ Workshop 
You’re invited to attend an Organ 
Workshop along with area church 
organists. Workshop will include 
details about our organ & its features, 
and delightful conversation. More 
information to follow!

Saturday, June 15
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Saint Stephens United Church of Christ  
& CLASSIC CHURCH ORGANS 

proudly present 

The Organ Dedication Concert  
for the new 

Rodgers Infinity 3-Manual Organ 
 

Saturday, June 15 at 7 PM 

Featuring Special Guest Artist:  
Dan Miller 

World Renowned International 
Concert Organist and Rodgers 
Product Designer and Clinician 

Saint Stephens United Church of 
Christ is located at 903 East 
2nd Street, Merrill, WI 54452.  
For  questions, please call: 

  715.536.7322  

All are welcome to an ice cream  
social reception after the concert! 

The concert & ice cream social are FREE! 

Featuring the Saint Stephens United Church  
Of Christ Choir & Chime Choir! 

Ice Cream Social 
following 

Organ Dedication Concert
in the Fellowship Hall
at Saint Stephens UCC

Saturday, June 15

Please join us as we celebrate our 
new organ, summer, and friends!!

NEW ORGAN DEDICATION CONCERT

This Saturday evening is a big deal, and we hope you’ll come ... for the Organ Dedication Concert, for the Ice 
Cream Social afterward (three flavors to choose from! Thank you, Tim & Sandy Mosser and Chips of Merrill!), 
for the music and the fun, and for the celebration! This truly is a celebration! It is another of our dream projects 

for Saint Stephens come to fruition ... through your dollars and dedication and support, and the NOW! Capital 
Campaign at work. We should celebrate this together!

Our new Rodgers Infinity 3-Manual Organ isn’t just any old organ. This beautiful instrument is profound in its 
complexity and all the things it can do, and the beautiful music it can create. You will be amazed to hear the 
incredible arrangements it produces ... not just “organ” music at all ... but beautiful instrumentals and orchestral 
sounds ... all from this one amazing instrument. Under the hands of our special guest artist, Dan Miller, who is 
a world renowned international concert organist, you will find yourself looking around to see where the other 
musicians are. And yet, it will all be coming from this one amazing instrument. Come with your family; invite your 
friends and neighbors. Celebrate with us and let the Spirit ... and the music ... move you! 

P.S. The nursery will be staffed by Jodi Golisch, Melanie Golisch, and Families, so the little ones can play while you 
relax and enjoy. Thank you to the Golisch Families!
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Kristine Smith says, “I have been a member [of Saint Stephens] my entire life. I was baptized, confirmed, and 
married at Saint Stephens.” Kristine is serving the second year of her two-year term on the Saint Stephens 
Council. She will be up for re-election this fall if she chooses to continue her involvement with our Church 

Council, and we certainly hope she will. 

Kristine says she ran for and joined Council, “To be able to keep us on the path that Pastor Kyle started and make 
sure we continue to grow and maintain our assets so we are available for future generations.” 

She loves many things about Saint Stephens and wants to be sure Saint Stephens grows and continues to be a vital 
part of Merrill for many years. Two things she really loves about Saint Stephens:  “The open and friendly community 
we have become, and that communion is open to everyone. I was shocked to learn that is not the practice in other 
churches,” Kristine says. 

When asked if she could accomplish one thing while on the Church Council, Kristine identified one of her dream 
goals:  “Refreshing the interior of our beautiful sanctuary.” And that goal very well could become a reality if our 
NOW! Capital Campaign goals are met. Everyone can be a part of making that dream come true.

In addition to being on Church Council, Kristine has been volunteering to help more at Saint Stephens with office 
projects and other activities, so you may see her around more and have the opportunity to chat with her. She 
retired from Church Mutual Insurance Company’s Information Technology Department last September after 37 
years of employment. And now, she says, she loves being here at church. It’s a great place to volunteer with lots of 
opportunities based on your interests, so if you have time on your hands and want to become a volunteer, call the 
office, and we’ll connect you with opportunities you’ll enjoy.

When she’s not here at church, Kristine loves to read books, have lunch or dinner with friends, and play fetch 
with her two dogs, Izzie and Bentlie. “My family only consists of me and my two dogs:  Izzie, my 12-year-old toy 
poodle, and Bentlie, my 4-year-old golden retriever,” she says. She loves her dogs, and she even likes to read about 
dogs. Her favorite books are A Dog’s Purpose and A Dog’s Journey. She also enjoys volunteering at Pine Crest and 
cooking for those dinner parties with friends she likes to have. 

Kristine enjoys traveling, too. The most exotic place she’s ever been? “It’s a toss up between Ocho Rios, Jamacia, 
and San Juan, Puerto Rico,” she says. When she’s at home, her favorite movies are musicals, with Mama Mia, Pitch 
Perfect, and South Pacific being her top three.

More interesting little tidbits about Kristine? Her favorite food:  “Tenderloin steak.” Her favorite season:  “Fall, for 
the smell of leaves in the crisp air.” And something she hates? “Disorganization.”

Crazy little factoid about Kristine:  “I am deathly afraid of birds,” she says. “Yes, the hawk in church last summer 
was terrifying.” 

Her pet peeve:  “My dog, Bentlie, always stepping in front of me when I am in a hurry or cleaning and rearranging 
furniture.

Now that you know Kristine a little better, stop and chat with her when you see her. 

Meet 
Kristine 
Smith
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Merrill Eagles Club Aerie and Auxiliary #584  
Blood Drive

Second Annual Blood Drive Honoring the  
Life of Randal Bellin

1205 Lake Street, Merrill WI (Eagles Club)
Saturday, June 15

9:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Call Bryan at 715.218.0770 to reserve your life-saving 

donation time. Refreshments will be provided.

We are forming an ensemble to sing for the Organ Dedication 
Concert on June 15 at 7:00 PM. We will sing “For the Beauty 
of the Earth” by John Rutter and be accompanied by Dan 
Miller, our world famous guest organist from California. 

If you are interested in singing, copies of the music are 
available in the church office. We already held one rehearsal, 
and we will hold two more rehearsals: Wednesday, June 12, 
at 7:00 PM and Friday, June 14, at 7:00 PM (this last one 
will be our run-through with Dan Miller playing the organ), 
so if you want to sing at this exciting musical event at Saint 
Stephens, please pick up your music and be as prepared as 
possible for our rehearsals. Singers, we would love to have 
you join us! Call Jim Bjorklund at 715.539.3442 with any 
questions.

ORGAN DEDICATION 
CONCERT ENSEMBLE

APOLOGIES AND 
CORRECTION
Keary Hanig, one of our Class 
of 2019 High School Graduates, 
was incorrectly listed as “Jeanne 
Hanig” in last week’s Interpreter 
and bulletin. Jeanne is her 
middle name. Our apologies for 
the mistake, Keary! 

Congratulations to Keary Hanig on your graduation!

SCRIP ... $16,000 PROFIT IN TWO YEARS!
Did you know ...

To date, in 2019, the Scrip program has already had 
enough profit to transfer $4,000 over to the Saint 
Stephens General Fund.

And in 2018, the Scrip program transferred $8,000 over 
to the General Fund. In October of 2017, there was a 
$4,000 transfer.

That’s a whopping $16,000 in less than two full years!

When you purchase and use Scrip cards ... those that 
are in stock or when you place a special order ...  Saint 
Stephens profits! It’s a win/win for everyone, with 
barely any effort on your part and no money out of 
YOUR pocket! 

CARD WRITERS NEEDED
Do you have a gift for 
comfort and compassion 
with your words? Finding 
the right words to cheer and 
encourage? Love writing 
and sending cards and 

doing anonymous things to make other people smile? 

We’re looking for a few people with these gifts to join 
our card writing ministry. If you’re intrigued, call Tina in 
the office to learn more! 715.536.7322

ATTENTION CHIME CHOIR
If you are part of the Chime Choir group that will be 
performing Saturday evening at the Organ Dedication 
Concert, our final rehearsal and run-through with Dan 
Miller playing the organ will be this Friday, June 14, at 
6:15 PM. 

LEE’S PIGGLY WIGGLY SCRIP
Lee’s Piggly Wiggly in Merrill is closing, and their last 
day will be June 22; however, the shelves are emptying 
quickly. If you have Lee’s Piggly Wiggly Scrip, please 
be sure to use it up, as there are no refunds on Scrip. If 
you do not use up your Piggly Wiggly Scrip, the nearest 
Piggly Wiggly store is in Mosinee, and they will also 
accept your Piggly Wiggly Scrip. There are also other 
Piggly Wiggly stores located around the state.

Thank you to Piggly Wiggly for supporting our Saint 
Stephens Scrip program!
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Unannoyed

“While she followed us, [the enslaved girl] would cry 
out, ‘These men are slaves of the Most High God, who 
proclaim to you a way of salvation.’ She kept doing this 
for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned 
and said...” - Acts 16:17-18 (NRSV)

I bet they were into it, that first day when the psychic 
started yelling at everybody to listen to them. “Smart 
girl,” I bet Paul thought. “Knows her stuff. I like her.” 

Then there she was the next day, hollering away. “Oh. 
Here she is again. That’s…nice.”

And then the third day. “Uh oh.” 

And the fourth. “Oh NO.” 

Maybe on the fifth day, Paul sidled up to her with a 
fixed smile and said out of the corner of his mouth, 

“Thank you so much for your…enthusiasm, but—” 

“These men are slaves of the Most High God!!!” 

I bet there’s somebody in your church whose way of 
pointing to God embarrasses you. The person who 
always puts their hands up in the air during hymns of 
praise (or who never does). The one who posts those 
smarmy devotional images on the church’s Facebook 
page (or who posts the edgy ones). The one who 
cannot keep from clapping to every lively hymn (or the 
one who refuses to). You cringe every time; you long 
for them to stop. 

Before you try, consider Paul: he finally got so annoyed 
he exorcised the psychic spirit right out of that young 
woman. She lost her way of making money, the city 
turned against him, and he ended up in jail. Everybody’s 
day ruined.

Maybe God liked her way of praising better than his. 
Maybe She likes their way better than yours. 

Prayer

Holy One, make me generous, open, and unannoyed 
by those who love you differently than I do. Amen.

by Quinn G. Caldwell 

SUNDAE SCHOOL
The Sunday School kids had a great time at “Sundae 
School” last Sunday, June 9. Everyone enjoyed the 
Children’s Moment on Pentecost Sunday at church with 
Rev. Carnes and Rev. Lucas and then had a blast on 
the playground, running and playing in our beautiful 
weather, and eating ice cream sundaes, popsicles, and 
ice cream bars!

Welcome to summer! Sunday School will resume on 
Fall Kickoff Sunday on Sunday, September 15. More 
information on that to come later this summer!
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

June 30 
July 28 

August 4, 11, 18, 25

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

June 23, 30 
July 7, 28 

August 4, 11, 18, 25

Coffee Hour 
June 9, 16, 23, 30 
July 7, 14, 21, 28

Did you get a Flat Jesus in church on Sunday? If not, stop in the office and pick one up!
Participate in our Flat Jesus summer activity along with the Sunday School kids! (See page 12)

Let’s keep Jesus close to us and have a fun summer with Jesus!
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LITURGISTS (a/k/a READERS)
Thank you to the members of 
the congregation who have 
volunteered as liturgists for 
our Sunday worship. Everyone 
is encouraged to participate! 
If you are concerned about 

pronunciations or anything else having to do with the 
reading, you may contact either of the pastors, who 
would be happy to help. A sign up sheet is located on 
the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Jump right in and sign up 
for a date when you can read for a worship service!

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays. Feel free to bring your little ones 
ages 0 - 3 to the nursery where our adult volunteers will 
be happy to care for them during the service. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
July 8-12, 2019

9:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Open to Kids Going into K-6 
in the Fall of 2019

Registration open now!

Mark your calendars so you can plan your family 
vacations around VBS so the kids can attend! 

ROAR! Life is Wild * God is Good

VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  We are looking for 7th 
& 8th graders, high school students, and adults to help 
with Vacation Bible School. If you can help, even just 
for part of a day, please sign up in the office. You can 
help with crafts, snacks, games, supervision ... lots of fun 
opportunities! 

It’s the “Mane” Event!

FOOD FOR KIDS
Want to make a donation to support  
the Food for Kids program Saint 
Stephens adopted? Make your check 
payable to:  Food for Kids and drop it  
into the collection plate or drop it off or 
mail it to the church office.

SPECIAL MUSIC DATES - SUMMER 2019
Singers are needed for the following dates this 
summer:

  July 14, 28 August 11, 25
 September 8

Please contact Jim Bjorklund if you are 
interested in sharing your talents with the 
congregation this summer.

Home phone:  715.539.3442  
Email:  rudybjork@charter.net   

Text:  715.921.6578

SAINT STEPHENS SOFTBALL UPDATE
Last Sunday, June 9, our Saint Stephens/St. Peter’s 
Schofield team played Immanuel Lutheran. The game 
ended in a loss with a score of 12-10.

This Sunday, June 16, we will play St. Paul’s Irma/
St. Peter’s Hamburg at 3:30 PM at the softball field at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church. 

Come out to cheer us on, support the concession stands, 
and have fun on a Sunday afternoon. Bring the family! 

THANK YOU!
Special thanks to Tim & Sandy 
Mosser and Chips of Merrill 
for donating the ice cream for 
our Ice Cream Social that will 
follow this Saturday evening’s 
Organ Dedication Concert. 
What a delicious way to start the summer and celebrate 
an organ and June Dairy Month, too!
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• July 8-12 - Help out with Vacation Bible School 
If you are able, help out one, two, or all of the 
days! It’s FUN!

• July 16 - Noah’s Ark Trip to the Waterpark! 
Grades 6 through graduating Class of 2019 
More details to come.

• August 2 @ 4:00 PM - Trampoline Park & 
Dinner (Church pays for the park/Bring money 
to pay for your dinner.)

• September 15 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale 
Fundraiser

• September 22 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome 
Back Celebration - Kicking off a new year of 
youth group with pizza, soda, and fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have 
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed 
forms are REQUIRED. (Forms are on our website, too, 
in the Resources section. Just download the form, have 
your friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring your 
friend and the completed form along.) 

Calling all youth 
... 

We are going to 
Noah’s Ark  

again this year!!

Tuesday, July 16, 2019
Youth Grades 6 – 12 (Class of 2019)

Please Sign Up in the Office  
(& Grab a Permission Slip for you and your Friends) 

Saint Stephens Youth = $15
Saint Stephens Adult Members = $20

Adult Nonmembers & Friends of Youth = $25

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation Class will meet next after worship 
on Wednesday, June 12, from 7:00 - 8:00 PM in 
the Third Floor Classroom/Youth Room. Please 
mark your calendars and plan to attend! There will 
be no Confirmation Class during July and August. 
Confirmation will resume again after our summer break 
on Wednesday, September 11, at 7:00 PM.

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE
With Rev. Carnes leaving the end of June, everyone 
has questions! We will try to answer them for you. 
This coming Sunday, June 16, the Search Committee 
will speak a few words about our plans for the Senior 
Minister position during worship.

In addition, we will have an Informational Meeting for 
the congregation immediately following worship on 
Sunday, June 30, in the sanctuary. Please join us! 

PINE CREST WORSHIP
The June Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, June 27. Members scheduled to 
assist residents to the service are Kathy Case and Penny 
Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams will lead the worship 
service, and Darlene Johnson is the pianist.

NURSERY FOR ORGAN CONCERT AVAILABLE
The nursery will be available for child care during this 
Saturday evening’s Organ Dedication Concert. Thank 
you to Jodi Golisch, Melanie Golisch, and Families for 
staffing the nursery that evening!
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial Fund 
 $10.00 in loving memory of my father, Roger Mahn, from Steve Mahn 
 $20.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Penny Hommerding

NOW! Capital Campaign 
 $20.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Kristine Smith 
 $20.00 in memory of Jim Schwartzman from Dave & Emily Schwartzman 
 $20.00 in memory of Dorothy Berndt from Dave & Emily Schwartzman

Electrical/Wiring Fund 
 $50.00 in memory of Frank Ziemke from Shirley Ziemke 
 $10.00 in memory of Virginia Krause from Gary & Jill Mosser 
 $20.00 in memory of our Dads, Albert Ziemke, Sr., and Ed Zimmerman, for Father’s Day from Norm & Alice Ziemke 

SPECIAL GIFTS

Saint Stephens is going to  
Miller Park!  

Friday, July 12, 2019  
7:10 PM Game Start

San Francisco Giants vs.  
Milwaukee Brewers

Meet at Church @ 1:15 PM 
Depart for Miller Park @ 1:30 PM

Cost is $40 & gets you a ticket to the game and a seat 
on the bus. Hurry! There are only 40 tickets available. 

(If cost is an issue, talk with Rev. Lucas.)
Invite your friends to join us! We need to fill the bus, 
so buy tickets for your friends and family, and make it 

a fun event for all! 
Payment needed by July 10.  

Please Sign Up and Pay in the Office. 
There Will Be Time for Tailgating!

Please bring a dish to pass, your own protein of choice, 
and your own beverages for before 

the game.
We will also need grills (3 or 4) and 
someone willing to grill. Please let 
Rev. Lucas know if you have a grill 

and/or are willing to grill.

SUMMER COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED
Coffee hours will continue through the summer, so 
please consider if you and your family, or several 
families, could sponsor a coffee hour and sign up on 
the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge.     

UNDER THE BRIDGE
Keep Under the Bridge in mind when cleaning out 
closets and drawers! Donations of socks, tshirts, pants, 
sweatshirts, hats, and jackets (mostly for men) can be 
dropped off in the church office, and Dave Raddenbach 
will share them with the regional homeless community 
living under the bridge in the Wausau area on his 
weekly Wednesday visits. 

Dave also makes and takes sandwiches and other non-
perisable food items for his Wednesday afternoon visits, 
so if you can donate bread, cold cuts, or cheese for 
making sandwiches, or small cans of pop top spaghetti, 
ravioli, fruit, etc. for distribution, help and donations of 
these items are welcome. Have questions? Call Dave at 
715.722.0700

FLAT JESUS WENT TO 
THE RODEO!
Flat Jesus traveled with 
parishioners to the 
Merrill Rodeo this last 
weekend. Remember to 
share YOUR adventures 
with Flat Jesus with us! 
Your photo could end up 
published, too!

Good News Project e-cycling presents:
ELECTRONIC RECYCLING EVENT
Friday, August 2, Noon - 6:00 PM

Saturday, August 3, 9:00 AM - Noon
Merrill Festival Grounds - Steckling Building

East Sixth Street Entrance, Merrill, WI
Data secure recycling

$.40/lb. for most items; $.60/lb. for TVs with 
compromised housing, dehumidifiers $20 

Have questions? Call 715-843-5985
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ARMED INTRUDER SEMINAR
Church Mutual will sponsor an Armed Intruder Seminar 
at Saint Stephens for Church Staff and Leadership 
in September. If you are an Usher, a member of the 
Hospitality Corps, on the Church Council, a Sunday 
School Teacher, a Nursery volunteer, or a volunteer for 
Dinner @ Five, we want you to attend.

We hope that you will never need the knowledge you 
will glean from this seminar, but in this day and age, we 

know that it is better to be knowledgeable than to think that bad things never happen to good people. Knowledge 
is power. Knowledge saves lives.

So ... if you are in one of the groups listed above, please mark your calendar and make this a high priority to attend.

Armed Intruder Seminar
Saint Stephens UCC - in the Sanctuary

Monday, September 30 @ 6:00 PM

FOOD FOR KIDS IN THE PARK
ST. STEPHENS “ TACO TUESDAY”

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Our “Taco Tuesday” lunches at Stange’s Park on 3rd 
Street will begin on Tuesday, June 18, and we need 
volunteers to help! Each year, Saint Stephens, along 
with four other area churches, provides kids with a free 
lunch in the park as one way to help combat hunger for 
area children during the summer months when free and 
reduced lunch meals are not availabe because there is 

no school. This year we will be continuing Taco Tuesdays with a twist:  tortilla chips with taco fixings, “walking 
taco” style, to make it easier to eat.

But we need volunteers to help make this happen. We are looking for people to “lead” each serving team and 
“worker bees” to help prepare the food and serve it in the park. We need three volunteers each week. Both adults 
and youth are encouraged to help! Leads will be responsible for picking up the Nesco (with the taco meat) and 
other food and taking it to the park. 

If you volunteered last year, we hope you will volunteer again! And if you’ve never volunteered for this fun project, 
maybe this is your year to give it a try! Please sign up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge or call Sally Woller at 
715.536.9870 to volunteer.

We will once again have our “donation jars” placed on the Scrip table on Sunday mornings to receive cash or Scrip 
card donations to use for purchasing food for the meals if you would like to help with that. You can also donate 
in the church office.

Thrivent Membership Appreciation  
and Open House event.  

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2019
Time: 5:00 p.m.

Place: St. Stephen’s Church of Christ 
 903 E 2nd Street, Merrill

A short discussion on helping the Saint Stephens 
Church community, through Action Teams and Choice 
Dollars, is being held for Thrivent members and any 
others that are interested in hearing more. 

Free pizza and refreshments will be offered. 
Hosted by Thrivent Financial. 

Please RSVP by calling Kelly O’Day at 715-218-7575 .



June 11, 2019
Page 13THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life. Note:  The email you use to 
set it up must match the one in church records.

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let 
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support, 
and care. Or if you know of someone in the hospital. 
We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, June 17, will be:

Hot Dogs w/Chili or Cheese 
Tator Tots, Hot Veggie, Fresh Salad 

 Dessert & Beverages

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Kristy Neuman
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Tanner Depies
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

THIS SUNDAY, JUNE 16 - 9:00 AM Worship - Father’s Day -  
with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);  

Coffee Hour immediately following worship 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:  Worship at 6:00 PM with Communion 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 8-12 
NOAH’S ARK TRIP:  For Youth Grade 6 to Graduating Class of 2019 - July 16
BREWER GAME! SAINT STEPHENS GOES TO MILLER PARK:  Friday, July 12 

FALL KICKOFF SUNDAY:  September 15
OKTOBERFEST:  September 28

UPCOMING EVENTS

COMMUNION NOTE
Note that there was an error on the June calendar in 
an earlier Interpreter. To clarify, there will NOT be 
communion on Sunday, June 30. However, we WILL 
have communion on two Sundays during June:  Sunday, 
June 2, and Sunday, June 23.

Remember ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of cash!



SUNDAY, JUNE 16 - Second Sunday after Pentecost 
                                         Father’s Day  

- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM with Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 
Musicians are Val Bartlein, Darlene Johnson, and Bonnie Angst. 

Flowers on the altar are in celebration of our new organ  
from the Choir & Chime Choir. 

Radio Ministry is in honor of our 25th wedding anniversary from  
Cheryl & Scott Kanitz. 

Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of printing. 
Nursery will be staffed. 

Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & 
Nancy Seidel,  Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz. 

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Beth Houle, Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly 
Wallace, Chris & Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JUNE 17 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, JUNE 18 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 1:00 Staff Farewell Party for Kyle 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513 
 7:00 Gratitude Circle

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship with Communion 
 7:00 Choir

THURSDAY, JUNE 20 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
  5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, JUNE 21 
 12:00 Alcholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

... to all the dads, stepdads, grandfathers, 
and other men who are helping to love 

and raise the next generation!
You’re pretty awesome!


